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1. INDIA AND WORLD  

 

INDIA  AND LATIN AMERICA  

 

VICE PRESIDENT VENKAIAH NAIDU’S VISIT TO  PARAGUAY  AND COSTA RICA –  

In a bid to extend India’s outreach in the Latin American region and strengthen ties the VP visited the 

two Latin American Countries of Paraguay and Costa Rica .  

India – Paraguay  

1. This is  the first ever visit of an Indian Vice President to the Republic of Paraguay since the 

establishment of diplomatic relations in 1961.   

2. As democracies, having similar demographic profile with youth forming more than 65% of 

their respective populations, India and Paraguay have similar aspirations as well as the need 

for imparting requisite skills to their youth. Both sides agreed to share experiences in this area. 

3. The South American nation is also a member of MERCOSUR (a South American Customs‘Union 

currently made up of Paraguay, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay) and supports strengthening 

and increased integration of the trade bloc. It is also a member of UNASUR (Union of South 

American Nations), CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States), OAS 

(Organization of American States) and an observer in NAM (Non Aligned Movement). 

4. India and Paraguay both confirmed their co-operation to counter terrorism  as Paraguay 

condemned the Pulwama attacks . It affirmed its support for a U.N. Comprehensive Convention 

on International Terrorism proposed by India. 

5. The two sides agreed to explore new areas of collaboration including in hydel and solar, health 

including traditional medicine, Information and Communication Technology, farming and 

agriculture machinery, space and biotechnology, railways and tourism related infrastructure. 

Specific areas discussed included agro-processing, supply of equipment like tractors from 

India, hydel energy sector modernization, supply of medical equipment and generic medicine 

that could be useful to Paraguayan healthcare system. 

6. Paraguay welcomed the offer of India of capacity building through enhanced scholarships for 

higher education and its ITEC (Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation) program.  

7. Emphasizing the importance of people-to-people contact, it was agreed to increase tourism 

between the two countries. Paraguay stated that they would work towards a more business 

friendly visa regime for Indian business persons and visitors. 

8. India and Paraguay would be jointly celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

to commemorate the occasion India gifted a statue of Gandhiji to Paraguay .  

9. Paraguay assured that they would support India’s candidature to elections to various UN and 

multilateral bodies. With a commitment to become carbon-neutral country by 2021, Costa Rica 

has joined the International Solar Alliance. 

10. Trade is one of the main drivers of the bilateral relations which has increased almost ten-fold 

over the last ten years and reached $ 334 million in 2017-18 from $ 40 million in 2008-09. 

Main export items from India to Paraguay include iron and steel, plastics, chemicals, vehicles 

and auto parts; while Paraguay’s exports to India are composed mainly of vegetable oil, oils 
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and resinoids, and aluminum. Brand India in the automobile sector has a strong presence in 

Paraguay. 

11. Soyabean oil accounts for over 90% of Paraguay‘s exports to India. Other significant export 

items of Paraguay to India are iron and steel, oils and resinoids and aluminum. Bajaj Motors, 

Tata Motors, Royal Enfield, Carmenta (Joint Venture of Alok MasterBatches Ltd of India and 

Grupo Barr of Paraguay .  

12. An India-MERCOSUR Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) was concluded 25 January 2004 and 

became operational in June 2009 (India was the first country with which MERCOSUR signed a 

PTA). Preferential duty (10-20% in most cases) is given to 452 Indian Products entering 

MERCOSUR countries and reciprocal concession to 450 products of MERCOSUR entering India. 

13. India offers an additional 10% margin of preference only to Paraguay for a Tariff Rate Quota of 

imports of crude soybean oil up to 30000 MT/year. (Imports from other MERCOSUR countries 

are not entitled to the concessional rates and attract MFN rates.)  . India‘s bilateral trade with 

MERCOSUR during 2017-18 was 40.97% of its trade with the LAC region as a whole. 

14. Recognising India as a key player in global efforts for the maintenance of international peace 

and security, University for Peace (UPEACE), is planning to set up a Yoga chair. Also, being a 

leader in South-South Cooperation, the University is keen on India playing a larger role in 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) ahead of a major conference this year. As part of South-

South Cooperation, the UPEACE is seeking India’s involvement in working on developing 

Objective 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), in preparation for 2019 conference 

at UN Headquarters in New York. 

15. The UPEACE established as a Treaty Organisation with its own Charter in an International 

Agreement adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 35/55 of 5 December 1980, is the 

academic wing of the United Nations mandated to award Master and Doctorate degrees in 

fields related to peace studies. 

It is headquartered in Costa Rica; it has Centres in Addis Ababa, The Hague, Vienna, and New 

York. The secretary general of the UN is the honorary president of the university. The studio of 

the University is entitled ‘The Mahatma Gandhi Studio’. In the past faculty members from 

Benaras Hindu University, Islamic University of Science and Technology in Srinagar, and Jamia 

Milia University, on International Peace Studies have been trained. 

India expressed happiness over the award of the title of Doctor Honoris Causa to Vice-President 

Venkaiah Naidu by the University for Peace for his role in promoting the rule of law, democracy, and 

sustainable development in India. 

 

India and Costa Rica –  

India and Costa Rica shared "close and cordial" ties based on their shared commitment to the pursuit 

of democracy, pluralism, multiculturalism, freedom of Press and equitable human rights. 

India and Costa Rica enjoy friendly and cordial relations even though high level bilateral interactions 

have been minimal. Costa Rica supported India’s stand on Kashmir at the United Nations in 1993 and 

1994 and was one of the very few countries that committed themselves towards voting against 

Pakistan’s draft resolution on Kashmir at the UNCHR in Geneva in 1994. Costa Rica shares 

commonality of views on all bilateral and multilateral issues except that of the UNSC expansion. Being 

a member of the Coffee Club, Costa Rica does not support the G-4 Resolution on the UNSC reforms 

since it does not allegedly promote the interests of the smaller countries. 
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Both countries signed 2 MOU’s on waiving visa requirements for Diplomatic and Official passport 

holders and the signing of the Letter of Intent to collaborate in the field of Biotechnology .  

Prelims – Map , currency , Capital , Physiography ,  

Level 1 Q) Give an account of the visit of the VP to the Latin American countries recently ?  

 

AFTER 50 YEARS, INDIA INVITED TO ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION 

PLENARY-  

What is the news about ?  

In a major diplomatic victory for India and a setback for Pakistan, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 

invited External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj to attend the Foreign Ministers’ meet of the 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) , that was organised in Abu Dhabi on March 1-2.  

It is the first such invite by OIC to India in five decades. Minister of External Affairs Sushma Swaraj  

will be the “Guest of Honour” at the inaugural plenary session of the 46th meeting of OIC Foreign 

Ministers. As India is not a member of the OIC it will not be part of the Joint Communique .  

The invitation for India has been extended by UAE foreign minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan.The 

decision to invite a ‘guest of honour’ is the prerogative of the conference host and does not require 

consensus from all members. The MEA also described the invitation “as a welcome recognition of the 

presence of 185 million Muslims in India and of their contribution to its pluralistic ethos, and of 

India’s contribution to the Islamic world”. 

The OIC has 57 member states and describes itself as the “collective voice of the Muslim world”. 

India was first invited as an official delegation at the Islamic Summit Conference in Rabat, Morocco in 

September 1969 , but  Pakistan prevailed upon and got the invite withdrawn. In 1969 the  then 

Industrial development minister Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was disinvited on arriving at Morocco, after 

Pakistan’s President Yahya Khan lobbied against Indian participation. 

In the aftermath of the Rabat fiasco, India recalled its ambassador to Morocco. New Delhi also 

withdrew its Charge d’affaires from Amman “on account of Jordan’s attitude towards India’s 

participation” at the conference. 

Every OIC meeting usually results in a slew of statements on Kashmir, with a standard rejoinder from 

the Indian side. 

The last statement from the OIC on Kashmir was in December 2018, which described the shooting at 

demonstrators at Pulwama as a “terrorist attack”. 

India’s template reply has been to note that Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of the country and 

the OIC has “no locus standi in matters strictly internal to India”. 

India sees this as a setback to Pakistan –  
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The invitation  is seen as a major blow to Pakistan that has consistently opposed India’s entry into the 

grouping despite  its having the third-largest Muslim population in the world and strong relationship 

with West Asian and Muslim majority nations. 

 Over the past few decades, New Delhi has had, at best, a prickly relationship with the OIC, largely 

because Pakistan frequently used the platform to target India on the Kashmir issue. Pakistan and its 

allies in the Arab world have also blocked attempts to give “Observer” status to India.  The OIC has 

usually been supportive of Pakistan and, often sided with Islamabad on the Kashmir issue. 

The invitation to India by the OIC comes at a time when India has been mounting diplomatic offensive 

against Pakistan to isolate it internationally following the Pulwama terror attack in which 44 CRPF 

personnel were martyred. Pakistan based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) claimed the responsibility of the 

Pulwama attack. 

The MEA termed the OIC invite a “welcome recognition” of the presence of 185 million Muslims in 

India and their contribution to its pluralistic ethos, and of India’s contribution to the Muslim world. 

Observer Status to India –  

It was Qatar that first proposed “Observer” status for India at the OIC Foreign Ministers’ meet in 2002 

in recognition of India’s significant Muslim population, but Pakistan had consistently blocked the 

move. Last year, Bangladesh proposed restructuring of the charter of the Organisation of Islamic 

Cooperation to pave way for the inclusion of non-Muslim countries having significant Muslim 

population like India as an “Observer State” of the 50-year old grouping. 

Support to India within the OIC –  

Over the last few years key OIC members Indonesia, Algeria and Syria among others have been 

opposed to strong position by OIC on Kashmir. The OIC has usually been supportive of Pakistan and, 

often sided with Islamabad on the Kashmir issue .  Besides, Bangladesh have been keen that India 

plays key role in OIC. So does Morocco, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. UAE meanwhile have developed 

close ties with India. Saudi Arabia, Jordan besides old partner Oman and gas-rich Qatar are emerging 

key political and economic partners for Delhi. Kuwait last week played a key role in the UN Security 

Council as non-permanent member to support Statement on Pulwama attacks and Jaish . On the other 

hand Iran has emerged as a strategic partner linking India with Eurasia besides being energy partner. 

In North Africa, Tunisia is emerging as a business gateway.  

Level 1 Q) Write about the OIC , How do you look at the Invitation of India to the OIC meeting ?  

Prelims – OIC functions and mandate  , Members , MAP .  

 

 

SUSHMA SWARAJ MEETS MALDIVIAN FOREIGN MINISTER-  

What is the news about ? 

Maldivian Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid made his  first visit after assuming charge as foreign 

minister of Maldives and  his visit assumes significance as the ties between the two countries had 
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been severely strained under the previous government. The entire gamut of bilateral relations was 

reviewed .  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had attended the swearing-in ceremony of Maldivian President 

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih on November 17 in Male. Solih, as the opposition Maldivian Democratic 

Party’s candidate, had surprisingly defeated strongman Abdulla Yameen in the presidential election 

held on September 23. 

In December 2018 , when Mr. Solih visited India, a $1.4 billion financial assistance package for the 

Maldives was announced. 

India-Maldives ties had deteriorated significantly under the previous President Yameen who was 

perceived to be close to China. 

Some decisions by Yameen including imposition of restrictions on work visas for Indians and signing 

of a new Free Trade Agreement with Beijing also did not go down well with New Delhi. Relations 

between India and the Maldives slumped further after Yameen imposed emergency on February 5 

2018 . India had criticised the decision  emergency and asked his government to restore the 

credibility of the electoral and political process by releasing political prisoners. The emergency lasted 

for 45 days. 

Maldives is an important part of the China’s String of Pearls Strategy . The upgradation of Male airport, 

completion of friendship bridge connecting Male with Hulhule and financing and construction of mass 

housing on the reclaimed land at a cost of over US $ 3 billion which is nearly 60% of the GDP of the 

Maldives which it can hardly afford. Therefore, the new Government is not keen to continue with the 

Chinese costly injection of the capital. 

But with the onset of Solih presidency the relations between India and China  appear to be back to 

normal which is evident from the fact that Solih’s first foreign visit was to India in keeping with his 

“India First “policy and India’s continued commitment to the people of Maldives. In fact, the two high 

level visits have taken place within a span of one month. During his visit to Male, Prime Minister Modi 

assured the people of Maldives of India’s continued support for consolidation of democracy which is 

essential for peace prosperity and stability. 

India ‘s Assistance to the Maldives -  

Maldives is an important strategic country in India’s maritime and security calculus and has 

maintained a highly supportive relationship with successive governments in the country. India has 

provided extensive financial, developmental, capacity building and infrastructural support across the 

whole economic and security spectrum. India has always been the first responder to Maldives 

emergent needs. 

Given its close proximity and interest in the stability of the Maldives, India had militarily intervened at 

the request of the then Gayoom government to bring about political stability in 1988. Similarly, during 

the natural calamities like Tsunami in 2004 India was the first country to rush relief and aid to 

Maldives as well as provided a budget support aid of Rs 10 crores to address immediate financial 

difficulties on account of the natural calamities. India also immediately rushed potable water to 

address the immediate shortages in the country. India is the key country providing capacity building 

and training assistance as well as skill development to Maldives it offers large number of scholarships 

under the hi-tech programme, ICCR scholarship SAARC Chair fellowship and others. 
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It is helping finance a $5.3 million project for technology adoption programme in education sectors. 

More than 5000 Maldivian teachers and youth across Islands have been trained and IT skills. India 

remains a preferred destination for the Maldivians for education, medical treatment recreation and 

business. 

India has extended another 1000 scholarships over a period of five years in the areas of ‘judicial, 

policing and law-enforcement, audit and financial management, local governance, community 

development, IT, e-governance, sports, media, youth and women empowerment, leadership, 

innovation and entrepreneurship, arts and culture” thereby making the capacity and institution 

building as the fulcrum of bilateral cooperation. 

To tide over Maldives immediate economic problems, India agreed to extend US$ 1.4 billion -the 

largest so far – to meet its urgent developmental requirements and socio -economic objectives which 

will be provided by way of budgetary support, currency swap, and concessional lines of credit. This 

should be able to offset and to some extent neutralize the absence of Chinese loans and consequent 

financial and debt burden. 

India also welcomed Maldives into the Indian Ocean Rim Association and supports its decision to 

return to the Commonwealth. In this context both leaders agreed on the importance of maintaining 

peace and security in the Indian Ocean Region. While India has regained its cooperation matrix with 

Maldives it is important to remember that China is very much there and perhaps the Wuhan spirit will 

allow certain accommodation that may keep the competition healthy. 

Level 1 Q) Assess the importance of Maldives to India ?  

 

ITALY HAS BECOME THE FIRST G7 MEMBER TO JOIN THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE –  

What is the news about ?  

Italy signed a “non-binding” protocol with China to take part in Beijing’s new “Silk Road” of transport 

and trade links stretching from Asia to Europe. 

In doing so, Italy became the first G7 country to sign up for the massive project which has sparked 

unease in the U.S. and the European Union (EU) as China aspires to a greater world role. Being the 

Only G7 country to do so , this step has raised questions about the cohesion between the G7 members  

29 MOU worth  5-7€ billion .The value of the Chinese investments could rise to €20 billion but would 

for now be limited to the strategic ports of Genoa and Trieste. 

China plans to cooperate with Italy in the development of “roads, railways, bridges, civil aviation, 

ports, energy, and telecommunications” as part of the BRI. The project is seen as a new Silk Road 

which, just like the ancient trade route that  aims to link China to Europe. 

China is already active in investing in key European ports as part of its Maritime Silk Road — the 

oceanic spur of the BRI. Cosco, China’s leading shipping company, has already invested $670 million in 

the Greek port of Athens-Piraeus — the second-busiest port in the EU. 

Italy's European Union allies and the United States have expressed concern at China's growing 

influence. The levels of debt owed by African and South Asian nations to China have raised concerns in 
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the West and among citizens , though the BRI has created the infrastructure that would not be built 

otherwise  .  

1. In Uganda, Chinese millions built a 50km (30 mile) road to the international airport 

2. In Tanzania, a small coastal town may become the continent's largest port  

3. In Europe too, Chinese firms managed to buy 51% of the port authority in Piraeus port near 

Athens in 2016, after years of economic crisis in Greece 

What were the deals signed ?  

1. An umbrella deal (memorandum of intent) making Italy formally part of the Economic Silk 

Road and The Initiative for a Maritime Silk Road for the 21st Century. 

2. Ministers then signed deals over energy, finance, and agricultural produce, followed by the 

heads of big Italian gas and energy, and engineering firms - which will be offered entry into the 

Chinese market. 

3. China's Communications and Construction Company will be given access to the port of Trieste 

to enable links to central and eastern Europe. The Chinese will also be involved in developing 

the port of Genoa. 

Importance to Italy ?  

Italy, which is saddled with crushing debt, hopes to lift its lagging economy by exporting goods to 

China and inviting more Chinese investment. 

But opponents of the project in the Trump administration and in the European Union worry that Italy 

has turned itself into a Trojan Horse, allowing China’s economic — and potentially military and 

political — expansion to reach into the heart of Europe. 

China also sees positive opportunities in Italy’s ports, which are connected to railways that run into 

the heart of Central Europe. But that is not new: The difference now is the willingness of the Italians to 

let them in. China already has partnerships with Germany and France .  

What is the Belt and Road Initiative ?  

A signature project of the Mr. Xi, the BRI is a highly ambitious plan of linking China by sea and land 

with Southeast and Central Asia, West Asia, Europe and Africa through an infrastructure network. The 

result is a sweeping 21st century reincarnation of the ancient Silk Road. 

The new Silk Road has another name - the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) - and it involves a wave of 

Chinese funding for major infrastructure projects around the world, in a bid to speed Chinese goods to 

markets further afield. Critics see it as also representing a bold bid for geo-political and strategic 

influence. 

 

MUELLER REPORT  

What is the Report about ?  

The Report is about Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into Russian involvement in the 

2016  US presidential election  .  
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Mueller,  took over the federal government’s probe into alleged collusion between President Trump’s 

campaign and Russian officials in May 2017. His investigation led to charges for several Trump 

campaign associates, though none of the charges were directly related to misconduct by the 

president's campaign. 

Mueller led the FBI through the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and served under presidential 

administrations of both parties. 

 

INDIA AND SOUTH AMERICA , INDIA AND EUROPE  

 

PRESIDENT ON THE  3 NATION TOUR TO ( CROATIA, BOLIVIA AND CHILE )  

President's s visits to the three countries would reinvigorate bilateral ties and provide new direction 

to multi-faceted development to the  bilateral relations .  

 PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO  BOLIVIA –   

 This is the first ever high-level visit between India-Bolivia since the establishment of diplomatic 

relations. 

 India-Bolivia bilateral trade has picked up in the last two years and it stood at US$ 875 million 

in 2018. 60% of Bolivian gold is exported to India. Bolivia is the 8th leading trading partner of 

India in Latin America region. India is the third largest export destination and seventh largest 

trading partner for Bolivia. 

 India ‘s development cooperation  and partnership with Bolivia is an important component of 

the Framework  of South-South Cooperation. India announced a US$ 100 million Line of Credit 

to Bolivia for financing development projects in sectors that Bolivia may choose. India  offered 

doubling of training slots to 10 under Indian Technical Economic Cooperation ( ITEC) 

programme to Bolivia.   

 8 MOUs were signed in the  fields of culture, visa waiver for diplomats, exchange between 

diplomatic academies, mining, space, traditional medicine, establishment of Centre of 

Excellence in IT and the Bi-Oceanic Railway project. 

 Both countries have agreed to further expand business ties in pharmaceuticals and health care; 

automobiles and engineering; machinery and textile; and metals and minerals. 

 Recently, state owned (KABIL) consortium of three PSU companies including: National Aluminum 

Company (NALCO), Hindustan Copper (HCL) and Mineral Exploration Corp Ltd., (MECL) had 

visited the Bolivian state . For identifying, exploring, acquiring, developing and processing 

strategic minerals overseas, the Indian Ministry of Mines has formed a consortium which has 

the mandate to travel across the globe to identify the critical minerals needed for projects in 

the country.  Bolivia’s Lithium and India’s needs in e Mobility and e Storage  provide the 

required synergies .  

 India offered to explore the possibility of Indian Railways working with Bolivia on this project 

that is crucial for Bolivia. Further, Bolivia also joined the International Solar Alliance by 

signing the framework agreement on International Solar Alliance. The ISA has set a target 

of 1 TW of solar energy by 2030, which current French President Emmanuel Macron said would 

require $1 trillion to achieve. Paraguay is another country that is going to join the ISA .  
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 President Ram Nath Kovind was awarded the Bolivia’s highest State Honour of Bolivia - 

Condor de los Andes en el Grado de Gran Collar - .  

 Bolivia strongly condemned the recent Pulwama terror attack in the Indian state of Jammu & 

Kashmir, perpetrated from across the border and has agreed to work together to defeat 

terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. Bolivia-India called for early finalisation of 

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism .  

INDIA – CROATIA –  

The President’s visit is the first ever visit of a head of state from India to Croatia. The President was 

conferred the Grand Order of the King of Tomislav, the highest award of the Republic of Croatia. He 

dedicated the award to India-Croatia Friendship.  

India looks forward to greater cooperation with Croatia, both bilaterally and within the architecture of 

the European Union, particularly during Croatia’s Presidency of the EU in the first half of 2020.  The 

President said that India has strategic partnership with the European Union. India is working towards 

finalizing a pragmatic and balanced India-EU Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement.  

Croatia expressed support for UN reforms including permanent membership for India in an expanded 

and reformed UN Security Council. Croatia joined the ISA .  

Following MOU’s were signed during the visit –  

1.   An MOU on Hindi Chair: India (ICCR) to continue the Hindi Chair at Indology Department of 

University of Zagreb for another three years. 

2.   An MOU on Sanskrit Chair: Given the interest shown by Croatians in studying Sanskrit, India 

(ICCR) to set up a Sanskrit Chair at the Indology Department of University of Zagreb. 

3.   An MOU on cooperation in the field of tourism: this will help deepen links between the two 

countries in this tourism sector. 

4.   An MOU in field of sports: for cooperation between the Sports Authority of India and the 

Department of Kinesiology of the University of Zagreb for taking up joint initiatives for capacity 

building in sports. 

INDIA AND CHILE –  

 This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between 

Chile and India. 

 India and Chile signed three MoUs in the fields of mining, culture and empowerment of persons 

with disabilities; Chile announces it will allow visa-free entry to Indians holding valid US Visa. 

  India offered training slots to Chilean armed forces in the premier defence institutions 

including for courses in mountain warfare and peacekeeping. The two countries also agreed to 

explore opportunities for other cooperation in the defence sector. 

 India-Chile Preferential Trade Agreement with increased tariff lines would further contribute 

towards enhancement of bilateral trade. 

 The President invited Chilean companies to invest in Indian mining, infrastructure, defence and 

food processing sectors under 'Make in India', 'Smart Cities' and 'Digital India' programmes. 

 Chile is the sixth largest trading partner of India in the Latin American region. The bilateral 

trade between the two nations registered an impressive increase of 50 percent in 2017-18, to 
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reach $ 2.8 billion. Copper constitutes more than 85% of the imports from Chile. India wants to 

further diversify the trade .  

 The President addressed the India Chile Business Forum and the University of Santiago  .  

Prelims – Map  

Level 1 Q) Discuss India  Chile Relations ?  

 

 

INDIA AND PAKISTAN –  

 

SUSPENSION OF LOC TRADE BETWEEN J&K AND POJK-  

 

 

About the news ?  

India  suspended Line of Control 

(LoC) trade between Jammu & 

Kashmir and Pakistan-occupied 

Jammu & Kashmir ( POJK) after 

receiving reports that the cross-

LOC trade routes were being 

misused by Pakistan-based 

elements for funnelling illegal 

weapons, narcotics, fake currency 

.  The Ministry of Home Affairs has 

issued orders to suspend the LoC 

trade in Jammu & Kashmir with 

effect from 19-04-2019 .  

Reason for suspension ?  

Reports have been received that 

the LoC trade is being misused on 

a very large scale. It has been 

revealed that the trade has 

changed its character to mostly 

third-party trade and products 

from other regions such as 

California Almonds , including 

foreign countries, are finding their 

way through this route. Unscrupulous and anti-national elements are using the route as a conduit for 

Hawala money, drugs and weapons, under the garb of this trade .  
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During the ongoing investigations of certain cases by NIA, it has been brought out that a significant 

number of trading concerns engaged in LoC trade are being operated by persons closely associated 

with banned terrorist organisations involved in fuelling terrorism/separatism. Investigations have 

further revealed that some individuals, who have crossed over to Pakistan, and joined militant 

organisations have opened trading firms in Pakistan. These trading firms are under the control of 

militant organisations and are engaged in LoC trade . This has been said in a report of the Ministry of 

home affairs .  

The LOC trade –  

The opening of cross-LoC trade was among a series of confidence-building measures put in place 

between 2004 and 2008 to ensure better contact between the divided regions of Kashmir, as well as 

better India-Pakistan relations. Trade is largely carried out by barter system with 21 items being 

traded between the two sides. Last year, a proposal was made to open seven points in addition to the 

existing ones, but that had remained on paper. 

The LoC trade was meant to facilitate exchange of goods of common use between local 

populations across the LoC in Jammu & Kashmir. 

 The trade is allowed through two Trade Facilitation Centres located at Salamabad, Uri, District 

Baramulla, and Chakkan-da-Bagh, District Poonch. The trade takes place four days a week. The 

trade is based on barter system and zero duty basis. 

Post Pulwama -  

After the Pulwama incident, Government of India has withdrawn the most-favoured nation (MFN) 

status to Pakistan. Inputs have also been received that in order to evade the  higher duty post 

withdrawal of MFN status , LoC trade is likely to be misused to a much larger extent . Meanwhile, a 

stricter regulatory and enforcement mechanism is being worked out and will be put in place in 

consultation with various agencies. The issue of reopening of LoC trade will be revisited thereafter .  

 

INDUS WATER TREATY 1960 - 

Why is the Treaty in news ?  

In the wake of the Feb 14 Pulwama Attack , the government has decided to stop the flow of 

India’s share of Water into Pakistan and instead divert it for use to the People of J&K and 

Punjab .  

Construction of the Shahpurkandi Project , Ujh Multipurpose Project and the 2nd Ravi Beas Link below 

Ujh will help India utilise the entire share of water under the Indus Water Treaty 1960 .  
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The following three projects will help India to utilize its entire share of waters given under the 

Indus Waters Treaty 1960. 

Shahpurkandi project: This project will help in utilizing the waters coming out from powerhouse of 

Thein dam to irrigate 37000 hectares of land in J&K and Punjab and generate 206 MW of power.  

The project was scheduled to be completed by September 2016. However, following a dispute 

between the state of J&K  and Punjab, the work on the project had been suspended . The Construction 

has been resumed .  
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Ujh multipurpose project:This project will create a storage of about 781 million cu m of water on 

river Ujh , a tributary of Ravi for irrigation and power generation in India itselfand  provide a total 

irrigation benefits of 31,380 ha in Kathua, Hiranagar and Samba district of J&K apart from providing 

water for the district Kathua of J&K. 

2nd  Ravi Beas link below Ujh:This project is being planned to tap excess water flowing down to 

Pakistan through river Ravi, even after construction of Thein Dam, by constructing a barrage across 

river Ravi for diverting water through a  tunnel link to Beas basin. The project is expected to utilize 

about 0.58 MAF of surplus waters below Ujhdam by diverting the same to Beas basin for benefits of 

other co-basin states. Govt. of India declared this project as National Project . 

Level 1 Q) Discuss about the Indus Water Treaty 1960 , what changes have been made by India 

in the aftermath of the Pulwama Attack ?  

Level 2 Q) Indo-Pak relations are clouded by Cross border terrorism , Discuss?  

Prelims – Map , Rivers and Tributaries , About the Treaty and Projects on the rivers .  

 

THE PULWAMA ATTACK  AND ITS AFTERMATH –   

 

India revokes Pakistan’s MFN status –  

What is MFN status?  

Most Favoured Nation Status  included in the first clause of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Trade (GATT) is given to an international trade partner to ensure non-discriminatory trade between 

all partner countries of the WTO. 

A country which provides MFN status to another country has to provide concessions, privileges, and 

immunity in trade agreements.  

What does the WTO rules say -  

Under rules of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), a member country is not allowed to discriminate 

between trade partners and if a special status is granted to one trade partner, the country is required 

to extend it to all members of the WTO. 
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It simple means , MFN is a non-discriminatory trade policy as it ensures equal trading among all 

WTO member nations rather than exclusive trading privileges. Since India and Pakistan are part 

of the WTO, both are required to grant MFN status to each other and other partner countries. 

An MFN status helps reduce trade barriers and results in a reduction in tariffs. An MFN status helps in 

the promotion of free trade between two or more countries. 

MFN only ensures non-discriminatory trade. It makes sure that any country receiving MFN status 

avoids any disadvantageous situation in comparison to the granter's other trade partners. 

When did India grant MFN to Pakistan ?  

India granted MFN status to Pakistan in 1996, just a year after the formation of the WTO. On the other 

hand, Pakistan is yet to award MFN status to India. The reason behind Pakistan's move to not grant 

MFN status to India is decades of conflict, mistrust, and war. 

Currently, India has no Pakistan-specific restrictions in terms of imports or exports — all goods can be 

exported and imported. The only items that India has banned for export or import is a general list that 

New Delhi applies to all countries.  

Pakistan, on the other hand, places curbs on imports from India but. Until November 2011, the 

country operated what it called a limited ‘positive list’, which allowed nearly 2,000 items to be 

imported from India. Since then, it has shifted to a ‘negative list’ approach, which allows all items to be 

imported except what is there on the list. 

After the attack on the CRPF India to revoked MFN status given to Pakistan. Even in the event of a full 

ban on Pakistani imports, the economic impact will not be significant.  

In 2017-18, bilateral trade between the two nations stood a paltry $2.4 billion, which accounted for 

just 0.3% of India’s overall merchandise trade in the same year. The revoking  of the MFN status could 

ultimately mean two different things: some imports could be restricted or customs duties could be 

slapped on a number of goods. 

What would be the effect of the MFN revoke ?  

 The move experts say is more  symbolic as the trade volume is not very much between the two 

countries . One fallout of revoking the MFN status could be that ‘informal’ or ‘diverted’ trade between 

both countries increases.  

Trade that is routed between India and Pakistan through third countries such as the United Arab 

Emirates or Singapore is estimated to double existing formal and direct trade at $4.71 billion. 

A few reasons why informal trade is higher than formal trade are infrastructure weakness, political 

tension, Pakistan’s negative list and difficulty in making payments. 

If India’s revoking of the MFN status is accompanied by a ban on certain items that can be imported 

into India from Pakistan, experts say that it is likely that diverted trade through Dubai and Singapore 

will increase. Illegal trade is also one of the fallouts that are expected .  

France to push for the Inclusion of the Jaish e Mohammad Chief Massod Azhar in the UN List of Global 

Terrorist , This will; be the second time France is doing so . In 2017, France, supported by the United 
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States and the United Kingdom, had moved a proposal at the UN Sanctions Committee 1267 to get 

Azhar declared as a "global terrorist", but it was reportedly blocked by China. France Also Supports 

India’s Candidature as a Permanent Member of the UNSC . The JeM had taken the Responsibility of the 

attack on the CRPF forces in Pulwama .  

Level 1 Q) Examine the recent decision of the MFN Status being revoked by India from Pakistan 

?  

KULBUSHAN JADHAV CASE AT THE ICJ –  

 

 

Kulbhushan Jadhav was arrested in Balochistan in 2016 on charges of espionage and sentenced to 

death by a military court in Pakistan. While the Pakistan side claims that Jadhav is an Indian spy, 

New Delhi maintains that he is a retired Navy official who was kidnapped. The ICJ had ordered 

Pakistan to stay the execution till the adjudication of the case. 

In 2017  provisional measures introduced by the ICJ that required Pakistan to not execute Mr. Jadhav 

until the full proceedings could take place . The lack of consular access had been the prime focus of the 

2017 hearing at which India had successfully sought provisional measures from the court requiring 

Pakistan to stay the execution of Mr. Jadhav pending the main hearing. 

India moved the ICJ in May the same year for the "egregious violation" of the provisions of the Vienna 

Convention by Pakistan by repeatedly denying New Delhi consular access to the 48-year-old Indian 

national. The ICJ was set up after the World War II to resolve International disputes .  

India ‘s Allegations against Pakistan -  

1. India accuses Pakistan of Flouting the  Vienna Convention of Consular Access. 

2. Pakistan on the other hand says that Mr. Jadhav is accused of espionage and the case relates to 

national security – made those consular access requirements redundant. 

3. India also maintains that it is the 1963 Convention on consular relations rather than the 2008 

bilateral agreement on consular relations that applies to the case, putting it firmly in the 

jurisdiction of the ICJ. 

4. India attacked the increased use of military  courts to try civilians, in “opaque and secret” 

proceedings; 274 civilians – including “possibly children” had been convicted in Pakistan’s 

military courts over the past couple of years .  
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5. Pakistan amended its Army Act to allow military courts to try civilians. The working of 

Pakistani military courts has been censured by European Parliament. Proceedings in Pakistani 

military courts fall far short of international standards. In the two years military courts have 

been allowed to convict civilians, 161 civilians have been given death sentence in an opaque 

manner . How can Military courts be used to try civilians asked India .  

6. Instead, he accused Pakistan of engaging in repeated propaganda, and of using the case to build 

a narrative against India. 

7. India argued that it has  not seen the evidence against Jadhav, instead was seen was  doctored 

confession “over and over again,” . 

8. The high rate of “confessions” from those civilians who had been found guilty by military 

courts raised questions about the adequacy of safeguards within them, including raising the 

possibility of torture being used to extract confessions, and the “high risk of mistreatment,” 

alleged India .  

9. Rights of Kulbhushan Jadhav and India have been brazenly violated by Pakistan. Presenting 

Kulbhushan Jadhav's case at ICJ, India  quoted Article 5, 9 and 10 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, which deal with rights of arrested and detained persons. 

Article 36 of the Vienna Convention Violated –  

Article 36 requires the officials of receiving state to inform the sending state about detention of 

citizens of latter. Consular officers shall be free to communicate with nationals of the sending 

State and to have access to them. Consular access must be granted before trial is finished. 

The four-day hearing in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case at the International Court of Justice concluded  

with both India and Pakistan making their final submissions.Now, it will be a long wait for the 

sentence. On an average, it takes at least six months for judges to deliberate and come to a verdict. 

Procedure to the Verdict –  

After both parties conclude their arguments, judges usually deliberate the case and discuss the 

questions the case raises. The junior-most judge in the hierarchy would be invited to make his or her 

arguments first. That way, he or she would have had the chance to speak his/her mind before all the 

seniors reveal how they think. 

A drafting committee is formed then and the judges usually draft their opinions. The matter is put to 

vote and the majority opinion prevails. However, in the case of a tie, the president has a casting vote. 

In an effort to bring his colleagues around to a unanimous verdict, the president usually helps bring 

both sides—in case of differing opinions—together to cobble together a compromise.  

In the Jadhav case, Pakistani judge Tassaduq Hussain Jilliani was sworn in as an ad-hoc judge on the 

last day of the hearing. Pakistan had argued that it has the right to have a judge of its choosing, 

especially since India already has a judge on the bench, Dalveer Bhandari. According to the rules of the 

ICJ if a country whose case is being heard is not represented on the ICJ bench , then the country can 

nominate a Adhoc Judge to the bench to represent the country.  

Level 1 Q) Write about the ICJ ?  

Level 2 Q) Discuss about India’s Arguments against Pakistan in Jadhavs case ?  

Prelims – ICJ .  
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PAKISTAN  PLANS  TO OPEN SHARDA PEETH CORRIDOR FOR HINDU PILGRIMS IN POK- 

What is the news about ?  

The Pakistan government approved a proposal to establish a corridor that will allow Hindu pilgrims 

from India to visit Sharda Peeth, an ancient Hindu temple and cultural site in Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir .  

The Sharda Peeth corridor, when opened, will be the second religious tract after Kartarpur corridor in 

Pakistan-controlled territory that will connect the two neighbouring nations. India had already sent a 

proposal to Pakistan to open the temple corridor .  

About the Temple –  

 

The Sharda Peeth pilgrimage was popular with Kashmiri Pandits for centuries. However, much of the 

site was wrecked during the Partition and in the years to follow, getting across became difficult. For 

decades, there have been demands to allow Indian devotees to visit the site. 

The 4-km Kartarpur corridor is located at  at Shakargarh in Narowal district of Pakistan’s Punjab 

province. The corridor is expected to be completed by 2019 and will connect Darbar Sahib in 

Pakistan’s Kartarpur — the final resting place of Sikh faith’s founder Guru Nanak Dev — with Dera 

Baba Nanak shrine in India’s Gurdaspur district and facilitate visa-free movement of Indian Sikh 

pilgrims, who will have to just obtain a permit to visit Kartarpur Sahib, which was established in 1522 

by Guru Nanak Dev. 

Level 1 Q) Write about Sharadha Peeth , why was it in news , Do you know of any more ancient 

seats of learning in India ?  

 

PAK FILES A COUNTER MEMORIAL IN THE ICJ  
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Pakistan filed a counter-memorial before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) against India’s plea to 

prevent execution of alleged Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav, who has been sentenced to death by a 

Pakistani military court in April. 

Who is Kulbhushan Jadhav and what is the case ? 

He is an Indian national and a former naval officer who was arrested in Balochistan, Pakistan, over 

charges of terrorism and spying for India's intelligence agency---Research and Analysis Wing- by 

the Pakistani govt . Jadhav was sentenced to death by a Field General Court Martial (FGCM) in 

Pakistan ( this step by Pakistan is criticised as a civilian is being tried by a military court ) . On 18 

May 2017, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) stayed the hanging, after India approached it 

against the death sentence . India claimed Pakistan had violated the Vienna Convention , by not 

allowing consular access to Jadhav , and it was on this basis that the ICJ had stayed the death 

sentence. 

Present news : Recently the Pakistani Govt decided to allow his family to meet him along with a 

Indian High Commission official . Pakistani officials believe that by allowing a meeting with the family 

and an Indian High Commission official, India will lose its main claim for approaching the ICJ.  

Note : Jadhav had met his family on Dec 25 . the Pakistani govt termed it as a good will gesture  . In its 

counter-memorial ( meaning : an answer admitting, denying, or commenting on charges in a memorial 

in international law) Pakistan rejected India’s stance that it had violated international norms by 

rejecting  consular access to the Indian Hig h Commission. 

What are the allegations The counter-memorial stated that Jadhav , is a  RAW operative involved in 

espio nage and subversive activities and supporting terrorists to conduct attacks in the restive 

Balochistan province. India has denied the allegations.What options are lef t to Jadhav ? 

His clemency appeal has been pending before the Army Chief after the military co urt sentenced him 

to death . Pakistani officials say that there were still two forums of appeal left for Jadhav even if the 

Army Chief refuses his mercy appeal .The officials added that Jadhav had  three appeals left before his 

sentence is executed . 

About the ICJ?  Estb in 1945 .Principa l organ of the UN. 

 

 

 

INDIA AND USA  
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USA WILL ENDS WAIVER FOR INDIA FOR OIL IMPORTS FROM IRAN –   

Topic Related To – ( India USA relations , Energy Security )  

What is the news about ?  

In a move that is intended to bring Iran’s oil exports to zero, denying the regime its principal source of 

revenue, US President Donald Trump has decided not to reissue Significant Reduction Exceptions 

(SREs) to the countries that were exempted from the sanctions under the SRE  when they expire in 

early May. 

Thus after May 2019 all the countries that import oil from Iran will be affected by the sanctions of the 

USA . They will have to  end their imports shortly or be subject to US sanctions .  

The President’s decision to eliminate all SREs follows the designation of the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps as a Foreign Terrorist Organization, demonstrating the United States commitment to 

disrupting Iran’s terror network and changing the regime’s malign behavior. 

Why have the sanctions been imposed ?  

The US reimposed sanctions in November on exports of Iranian oil after Trump unilaterally pulled out 

of a 2015 nuclear accord ( Called the Joint  Comprehensive Plan of Action ( JCPOA ) ) between Iran 

and six world powers. Washington is pressuring Iran to curtail its nuclear programme and stop 

backing militant proxies across West Asia. 

Along with sanctions, US had also granted waivers to eight economies that had reduced their 

purchases of Iranian oil, allowing them to continue buying it without incurring sanctions for six more 

months. They were China, India, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Turkey, Italy and Greece. 

Decrease in Oil Imports –  

Washington has a campaign of ‘maximum economic pressure’ on Iran and through sanctions, it 

eventually aims to halt Iranian oil exports and thereby choke Tehran’s main source of revenue. So far 

in April, Iranian exports were averaging below 1 million barrels per day .  

That is lower than at least 1.1 million bpd as estimated for March, and down from more than 2.5 

million bpd before sanctions were reimposed last May. 

Asia Will Be hardest Hit –  

An end to the exemptions would hit Asian buyers the hardest. India’s biggest oil customers are India 

and China who have been lobbying for extensions to the sanctions waivers . South Korea a close US 

ally is a major buyer of the Iranian Condensate an ultra light form of crude oil which the South Korean 

industries rely on to produce petrochemicals .  

Turkey expects US to continue the Sanctions Waiver to import oil from Iran without violating the 

sanctions . There is already a tight structural oil supply globally .  

For India -  

For India who imports 10% of its oil needs from Iran , it will have to find an alternative supplier for its 

energy needs . More important is the challenge posed by the price rise due to short supply of oil and 
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its negative impact on the country’s Current Account Deficit and Fiscal Deficit and the price rise in the 

commodities which will have its inflation effect .  

India will have to diversify its imports and also increase its domestic supply , open up its renewable 

sector to more investment to deal with the challenge .  

Level 1 Q) What is SRE , Why has it been in news ?  

Level 2 Q) What are the challenges posed to the Global  Energy Security, discuss  ?  

Prelims , JCPOA , SRE , Countries in the Deal of JCPOA , West Asia Map , Oil Exports to India and 

Countries contributing to it .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIA AND SOUTH AMERICA  

OIL IMPORTS: OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIA AS SANCTIONS-HIT VENEZUELA SEEKS TO 

DOUBLE EXPORTS- 

 

What is the news about ?  

Venezuela wants to double its oil sales to India and is open to “barter payment” arrangements with 

the world’s third biggest crude consumer. Venezuela aimed to double oil supplies to India from 

300,000 barrels per day (bpd) now . India is second-largest buyer of Venezuelan crude.  

 Caracas, which buys medicines and other products from India, is looking for alternative payment 

methods after the United States imposed stringent sanctions on Venezuela’s state oil firm PDVSA in a 

bid to push out President Nicolas Maduro. US sanctions meant Venezuela had lost $20 billion in 

revenues. 

Reliance Industries and Nayara Energy, part-owned by Russia’s Rosneft, both buy Venezuelan oil. 

Barter deals could help India balance its trade with Venezuela. In fiscal 2017-18, India’s imports from 

Venezuela were worth $5.87 billion while its exports were $79.3 million, Indian trade ministry data 

showed. 

The United States and most Western countries have recognised opposition leader Juan Guaido as 

Venezuela's head of state, but President Nicolas Maduro retains the backing of Russia and China as 

well as control of state institutions including the military. 
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The country's oil exports since the sanctions took effect on January 28 have fallen to 1.15 million 

barrels per day (bpd) of crude and refined products, Refinitiv Eikon data showed, down from about 

1.4 million bpd. In response, Venezuela is turning its focus to buyers paying in cash, especially in India, 

its second-largest customer after the United States. 

Before the sanctions, PDVSA shipped over 500,000 bpd to the United States, its largest cash market, 

followed by India at above 300,000 bpd and then China. Venezuela has sent its oil minister, Manuel 

Quevedo, to India to convince refiners, including Reliance Industries Ltd and Nayara Energy Ltd, to 

double their oil purchases. 

US wants India to Stop importing Venezuela Oil -  

On the other hand The United States is pressing India to stop buying oil from Venezuelan President 

Nicolas Maduro’s government . The talks over Venezuela come as trade tensions rise between 

Washington and New Delhi, and when the United States is also pushing India to cease buying Iranian 

oil.  

The United States is planning to end preferential trade treatment for India that allows duty-free entry 

for up to $5.6 billion worth of its exports to the United States. 

The US does not consider that Maduro's government has the right to sell the country's oil -- and hence, 

calls the oil exports "theft". 

India, which is wary of foreign interference in internal affairs, has refused to go along with the US and 

recognize Guaido as the President and stop dealing with Maduro's administration. India is of the view 

that it is for the people of Venezuela to find political solutions to resolve their differences through 

constructive dialogue and discussion without resorting to violence .  

Discontent because the May 2018 Election  which the opposition called rigged -  

1. The simmering dispute over the May 2018 presidential elections, which the US and the 

Venezuelan opposition say was not fair, erupted into a crisis when the National Assembly on 

January 10 declared it invalid and Guaido proclaimed himself as the interim President. The oil-

rich country is also facing a humanitarian crisis with severe shortages of food and medicines. 

2. Just two weeks after President Nicolás Maduro of Venezuela was sworn in for a second term, 

an opposition leader, Juan Guaidó, declared himself the interim president, directly challenging 

the country’s leadership. 

3. United States, Canada and many Latin American countries quickly recognized Guaido as the 

legitimate head of state. 

4. Mr. Maduro, who assumed the presidency after the death of his mentor, Hugo Chávez, in 2013, 

has overseen a drastic unraveling of the economy in Venezuela — once one of the region’s most 

prosperous countries — largely as a result of mismanagement and corruption. 

5. In 2017, as protests mounted, Mr. Maduro sidelined the opposition-controlled legislature, the 

National Assembly, by ordering the creation of a new legislative body, known as the 

Constituent Assembly, which was asked to rewrite the Constitution. He jailed prominent 

members of the opposition, leaving it largely ineffective for many months. 

6. In May 2018, Mr. Maduro won re-election to a new six-year term in the midst of a financial and 

humanitarian crisis. Coercion and vote rigging were widely reported. By the time of his 

inauguration on Jan. 10, many countries did not recognize his new term as legitimate, including 

the United States, Canada and a dozen Latin American nations. 
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7. Worst humanitarian Crisis - Consumer prices have skyrocketed, and the International 

Monetary Fund expects the inflation rate to reach 10 million percent in 2019, which would be 

one of the worst cases of hyperinflation in modern history.  

8. Violence and hunger are widespread. Food shortages have reached new highs in recent 

months, and 80 percent of Venezuelan households don’t have sufficient access to food, 

according to monitoring groups. Grocery store shelves are bare. Hospitals struggle to treat 

severely malnourished children. 

9. The migration of Venezuelans out of the country has reached levels not seen before in modern 

history. More than three million people have left since 2014, according to the United Nations 

migration agency .  

10. It is unclear how the crisis will be resolved, with two men on opposite sides of the political 

spectrum proclaiming themselves president. Mr. Guaidó has cited an article of Venezuela’s 

Constitution that transfers power to the leader of the National Assembly in the event that the 

presidency becomes vacant. 

11. Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Paraguay, Peru and the 

Organization of American States have also recognized Mr. Guaidó as the country’s leader. 

12. Russia and China have recognised Maduro as the President. The US sanctions are to cripple the 

Support to Maduro . ( A Similar situation that was seen during the Cold War Period) .  

Level 1 Q) Discuss about the situation of Power Struggle in Venezuela . Briefly describe India’s 

views on the situation ?  

 

VISIT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT , VENKAIAH NAIDU TO SOUTH  AMERICA ( GUATEMALA ,  

PANAMA , PERU ) –  

Significance of the tour ; 

India attaches significant importance to friendly relationship with the countries in this region.  

 The meeting  is of special significance  as it aims to reassert India’s Influence in the region , 

China as been aggressively expanding its presence in the Panama and the Peru and  India 

has very limited influence in these two countries   

 The Tour to  Guatemala is to reassert Indian influence , Guatemala has supported India’s 

permanent membership in the UNSC  . It has also strained relations with China and Pakistan 

.  

 The Tour to Panama is significant  because of the growing engagement between Panama 

and China . The Country also has the largest presence of the Indian Diaspora of 15000 .  

 India and Peru will be celebrating 55 years of Diplomatic relations during the VP visit .  

 INDIA AND GUATEMALA –  

 India is keen about enhancing its engagement with Latin America and looks at Guatemala, 

the most populous and biggest economy in Central America , as the gateway. 

 The visit would focus on various areas of mutual cooperation such as protection of wildlife, 

human resource and training, and information technology 

 Vice President of India, Shri M.Venkaiah Naidu visited the historic Antigua (old) Guatemala 

city for understanding how it’s rich heritage is being maintained since it was declared as a 

World Heritage City by the UNESCO in 1979. He also visited the Panama Canal .  
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 Leaders of both countries agreed that India and Guatemala are faced with similar 

challenges including governance issues, terrorism in different forms, poverty and economic 

disparities and democracy is the best form of governance to address them. 

 India and Guatemala today agreed to support each other’s candidature for Non-Permanent 

Membership in the United Nations Security Council. Guatemala will support India’s 

candidature for UNSC membership for 2021-22 while New Delhi will do so for 2031-32 for 

Guatemala. 

 Indian side agreed to the Guatemala’s request for supplying solar panels to its airports. 

 India has made renewed efforts to strengthen the relationship with Latin America, a region 

with huge potential for mutually beneficial cooperation .  

 

 INDIA AND PERU –  

Highlights :  

 Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu  held extensive talks with the top leadership of Peru 

during his visit here, as the two countries marked 55 years of diplomatic relations. 

 The Peruvian leadership resolved to enhance trade relations with India significantly as it 

acknowledged that Peru can learn and benefit from the success story of India. 

 Naidu spoke about India's strength in supply of quality and cost effective generic medicines, 

information technology, defence equipment, science and technology, and space 

applications, among others. 

 Peru reiterated its support to India’s membership  to the UNSC . The Peruvian side agreed 

to consider hassle-free registration of Indian pharma companies for supply of medicines. 

 Peru  is  keen on a Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement with India. Two rounds of 

discussions were already held in this regard and the third round is to be held in Delhi in 

August. The Peru leader called for the need to conclude this agreement at the earliest for 

mutual benefit. 

 India and Peru also signed an agreement on cooperation in new and renewable energy. 

Peru is a founder member of the International Solar Alliance which was launched by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi at the 2015 UN climate change conference in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

INDIA AND WEST ASIA –     

 

IRAN TO PROMOTE CHABAHAR AS CURBS WILL HIT MAIN PORT- 

What is the news about ?  
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With U.S. sanctions threatening Iran’s main port of Bandar Abbas, the Iranian government is planning 

to promote the Chabahar port being developed by India. The government of Iran wants to build 

Chabahar as the focal point with the entire coastline of 1,000 kilometres to be developed for oil 

refineries, petrochemical and steel factories, and other projects .  

The potential for inland trade goes well beyond the present plan of trade from India-Afghanistan via 

Chabahar, the government of Iran plans to connect ‘via Turkmenistan to Central Asia, via Turkey to 

Europe, and via Iraq to Syria and the Mediterranean’ countries. Once the railroad from Chabahar 

connects to Zahedan, many more opportunities will open up.  

 

MOU signed by India –  

India has committed to building the 500-kilometre $1.6 billion railway from Chabahar to Zahedan, 

which are both in the Sistan-Baluchistan province, and an MoU worth $2 billion was signed by the 

Railway Ministry last February during Iran President Hassan Rouhani’s visit to India. 

In addition, Iran is planning a second airport near Chabahar and the development of a free trade zone, 

while energy infrastructure of a gas pipeline has been already built up to 200 km of Chabahar. 

Trilateral cooperation 

India, Iran and Afghanistan have also stepped up work on trilateral cooperation to facilitate trade 

through Chabahar, after India sent a trial shipment of 100 MT of wheat to Kabul via the port last year. 

Since the port was officially opened on December 3, more than 135 containers have been processed at 

the Shahid Beheshti and Shahid Kalantri terminals .  

The push for Chabahar, which allows India to bypass Pakistan for trade to Afghanistan is likely to be 

speeded up, as the government looks at all diplomatic options to “isolate Pakistan” post the Pulwama 

attack. On February 13, 27 border soldiers of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) were 

killed in a similar suicide car bombing in the Sistan Baluchistan province that borders Pakistan. The 

group identified as responsible, Jaish-e-Adl (JA), also runs bases in Pakistan’s Baluchistan province. 

Importance of the Chabahar Port ?  
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The first phase of the Chabahar port was inaugurated in December 2017 by Iranian president Hassan 

Rouhani, opening a new strategic route connecting Iran, India, and Afghanistan bypassing 

Pakistan.This is the first time India will be operating a port outside its territory. 

 The Chabahar port in the Sistan-Balochistan province in the energy-rich nation's southern 

coast is easily accessible from India's western coast and is increasingly seen as a counter to 

Pakistan's Gwadar port located at distance of around 80 km from Chabahar. 

 The Chabahar port is being considered as a gateway to golden opportunities for trade by India, 

Iran, and Afghanistan with central Asian countries, besides ramping up trade among the three 

countries . 

 Chabahar provides the only viable route for trade between India and Afghanistan. Pakistan 

denies the use of its territory by Indian trucks bound to Afghanistan. New Delhi and Kabul have 

explored the option of air corridors but that is too expensive compared to the maritime route. 

The availability of Chabahar also provides Afghanistan with an alternative to Karachi for its 

trade with other countries. 

 Integrated development of connectivity infrastructure including ports, road, and rail networks 

would open up greater opportunities for regional market access and contribute towards the 

economic integration and benefit of the three countries and the region. 

 The Chabahar port is also seen as a feeder port to the International North-South Transport 

Corridor (INSTC) that has sea, rail and road routes between India, Russia, Iran, Europe, and 

Central Asia. 

 With Chabahar port becoming functional, there will be a significant boost in the import of iron 

ore, sugar, and rice to India. 

 It will reduce Afghanistan’s dependence on Karachi port and, hence, will translate to less 

Pakistani leverage over Kabul .  

 Chabahar is a rare example of a project in the region which is a win-win for all stakeholders. 

 

Level 1Q) What are the takeaways for India from the Chabahar Port , discuss?  

 

INDIA HAS TAKEN OVER THE OPERATION OF CHABAHAR PORT –   
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India has taken over operations of the strategic Chabahar port in Iran. This is the first time India will 

be operating a port outside its territory. The Shipping Ministry has said this  during the Chabahar 

Trilateral Agreement meeting held in Iran  on 24th Dec 2018 . 

The Chabahar port in the Sistan-Balochistan province in the energy-rich nation's southern coast is 

easily accessible from India's western coast and is increasingly seen as a counter to Pakistan's Gwadar 

Port located at distance of around 80 km from Chabahar. 

The  port is being considered as a gateway to golden opportunities for trade by India, Iran and 

Afghanistan with central Asian countries, besides ramping up trade among the three countries in the 

wake of Pakistan denying transit access to New Delhi. 

India has written a history with its engagement in Chabahar and is now leading the regional 

cooperation and joint efforts to support land-locked Afghanistan .  

India started talks with Iran on Chabahar Port in 2003. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed 

between the two countries for the development of the port in May 2015. It was later translated into a 

formal 10-year contract for equipping and operating the port. 

India and Iran are planning to conclude a Preferential Trade Agreement .  

Level 1 Q) Analyse the Benefit of the Chabahar Port to India ?  

 

FIRST PHASE OF CHABAHAR PORT OPENED 

About the Chabahar Port : 

Why is it in news ? 

The first phase of a strategic Iranian port -- which India is developing to open a trade route to 

Afghanistan and central Asia, bypassing Pakistan -- was inaugurated today . The first phase of the 

Shahid Behesthi Port in the Sistan – Baluchistan Province by the Iranian President was inaugurated . 

The Chabahar port is crucial as Pakistan does not allow India to send goods to Iran and Afghanistan 

through its territory by land also India cannot use the POK region to transport the goods . India has 

committed to the $500 million to the project. The port is expected to be operational by the end of 

2018 . 

Chabahar Port (Persian) is a seaport in Chabahar located in South Eastern Iran , on the Gulf of Oman . 

It serves as Iran's only oceanic port . India signed a $8bn India-Iran MoU for Indian industrial 

investment in Chabahar Special Economic Zone . 

India has committed $ 500 million to building two berths at Chabahar to process trade and develop a 

economic zone around them ( Chabahar Special Economic Zone ) , as well as $ 1.6 billion for a 650 km 

rail link from Chabahar to Zahedan and into Afghanistan . 

Importance of Chabahar port to India : 

1 . India can bypass Pakistan in transporting goods to Afghanistan. Chabahar port will boost India's 

access to Iran, the key gateway to the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) that has 
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sea, rail and road routes between  India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia , This  will boost exports 

and open new destinations for trade . 

2. It is seen as a feeder port to the INSTC to Russia as well as a land route to Central Asia . 

3. It is also seen as a rival to the G wadar port , which is a critical link to the China’s OBOR initiative 

and a pivot point to CP EC .  

4. Strategically in countering Chinese presence in the Arabian Sea , China is buildi ng the Gwadar port 

of Pakistan . Chabahar is ju st 100 km away from Gwadar by sea . 

5. With Chabahar port being developed and operated by India, Iran also bec omes a strong ally of India 

. 

6. With Chabahar port becoming f unctional, there will be a significant boost in the imports with less 

cost due to decrease in the distance . The import cost of oil to India will also see a considerable 

decline. India has already increased its crude purchase from Iran since the We st imposed ban on Iran 

was lifted. 

7. Better economic ties between India and Afghanistan and development to Afghanistan , The Zaranj-

Delaram road constructed by India in 2009 can give access to Afghanis tan's Garland Highway, setting 

up road access to four major cities in Afghanistan - Herat, Kan dahar, Kabul and Mazar-e-Sharif . 

8. In October, India had sent its fir st shipment of wheat to Afghanistan by sea thr ough Chabahar. 

About the INSTC : 

The International North–S outh Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a multi-mod al connectivity project 

establish transport networks (ship, rail, and road route) for moving freight between India, Russia, 

Iran, Europe and Central Asia. INSTC would enhance accessibility to the land locked central Asian 

nations. 

Level 1 Q ) write about the Significance of Chabahar port to India and about INST C. See the map 

above and analyse how the INST C will help India ? 

 

 

 

INDIA AND SAUDI ARABIA –  

What is the news about ?  
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Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, of Saudi Arabia Visited India on Feb 2019 

as a reciprocal visit to the one by PM Modi in 2016 . Prince Salman has embarked on a four-country 

Asian tour that besides India, also includes Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia. 

NOTE : the visit comes  soon after the deadly attack on the CRPF jawans in Pulwama . Saudi Arabia 

had strongly condemned and the attack and said it firmly stands by India. 

In their Joint support to fight terrorism both the Countries released a joint statement urging the early 

adoption of the UN Convention on Terrorism . Both India and Saudi resolved to create a 

Comprehensive Security Dialogue , consisting of the national Security Advisers and also to set up a 

Joint Working Group on Counter Terrorism . Both also Launched the Strategic Partnership Council 

that will be led by the Pm and the Crown Prince . Saudi Also joined the International Solar Alliance .  

About the India – Saudi Relations –  

When King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz visited India in 2006, both countries signed Delhi Declaration 

which was a turning point in the bilateral relationship between the Saudi kingdom and India. Ever 

since ,many high level bilateral visits took place which led to more investments, economic, military, 

security and arms deals. 

With the tie upgraded to a strategic partnership, Saudi investment in India has increased in many 

sectors like IT sector, housing, tourism, infrastructures and energy. 

India and Saudi Arabia enjoy cordial and friendly relations reflecting the centuries old economic and 

socio-cultural ties. Close geographical proximity, civilizational links, cultural affinity, natural 

synergies, vibrant people to people contacts. Common challenges and opportunities have added 

momentum to this robust engagement. 

India and Saudi re-affirmed their deep commitment to strengthen the ‘strategic partnership’ 

envisaged in the ‘Riyadh Declaration’ of February 2010 .  

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the relationship with GCC strengthened and he visited 

many of these countries including the Saudi kingdom in 2016. 
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The two sides agreed to cement the existing ‘Strategic Partnership’ with ‘high level monitoring 

mechanism by the creation of Strategic Partnership Council led by the PM of India and the Crown 

Prince. 

The following MoUs were signed during the visit:- 

(I) MoU on investing in the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund of India. 

(II) MoU on cooperation in the field of Tourism. 

(III) MoU on cooperation in the field of Housing. 

(IV) Framework cooperation programme between Invest India and Saudi Arabia General 

Investment Authority (SAGIA). 

(V) MoU for cooperation on Broadcasting for exchange of Audio-Visual Programmes. 

(VI) Agreement for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA) 

launched by Honourable Prime Minister Modi. 

Both the countries agreed on further deepening trade and investment cooperation between the two 

countries by aligning the Kingdom’sVision 2030 and its 13 Vision Realization Programs with India’s 

flagship initiatives of "Make in India”, "Start Up India”, "Smart Cities”, "Clean India”, and "Digital India”. 

Both the countries welcomed the positive investment climate after the signing of the Framework 

Cooperation Agreement between the Saudi Arabian General Investment Authority (SAGIA) and 

Invest India during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Riyadh in 2016. 

India is among eight strategic partners with whom Saudi Arabia intends to deepen engagement 

in the areas of politics, security, trade and investment and culture. The other partners are China, 

Japan, South Korea, the US, Germany and two European powers. 

Oil and Natural Gas -  

Saudi Arabia is India's fourth largest business partner after China, the US and the United Arab 

Emirates, with bilateral trade being estimated at $28 billion. About 20 per cent of India's crude oil 

supply comes from Saudi Arabia. 

Aramco, along with United Arab Emirates' Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, last year announced 

plans to set up one of the world's largest refining and petrochemicals plant worth over $44 billion in 

Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. Saudi Arabia will provide half of the crude oil supply to the Ratnagiri plant, 

which will give it a major boost in raising the oil import to India.  S 

Saudi Arabia is the third biggest oil supplier to India after Iraq and Iran. It hopes to  increase its 

refining and petrochemical business in India 

Saudi Arabia also facilitates Hajj pilgrimage of over 1,75,000 Indians every year. India also imports 

around 32 per cent of LPG requirements from Riyadh. Both the nations are also expected to ink ties in 

the field of natural gas and solar energy. 

Mohammad Bin Salim has made containment of Iran his top foreign policy priority, and has U.S. 

support in this pursuit. India is certain to come under U.S. pressure to cut oil imports from Iran: it has 

so far walked the tightrope between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Even as its ties with the Kingdom 

improved over the past decade, India deepened its engagement with Iran, be it on oil trade or the 

Chabahar port. This is driven by the conviction that while Saudi Arabia is vital for India’s energy 
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security, Iran is a gateway to Central Asia. New Delhi is sure to continue this balancing act even as it 

seeks to strengthen the Saudi pillar of India’s West Asia policy. 

Foreign Direct Investment 

In 2017-18 alone, India's bilateral trade with Saudi Arabia stood at $27.48 billion, making the Saudi 

Kingdom its fourth largest trading partner. Saudi Arabia is one of India's major trade partner. It is 

ranked 15th in the country-wise foreign direct investment in India globally, second after United Arab 

Emirate among Arab countries. Riyadh invested $21.55 million worth in joint FDI ventures in paper 

manufacture, industrial products, cement, metallurgical industries, computer software, etc, in India 

between 2004 and 2008, and the investment is increasing every year. 

 Saudi Arabia also plans to invest heavily in India through the National Investment and Infrastructure 

Fund. This will help in building highways, ports and other big infrastructure projects in India. 

Expatriate remittance- 

Saudi Arabia is home to more than 30 lakh Indians, who send back more than $10 billion to India 

every year. The Kingdom provides huge employment and business opportunities for Indians living in 

the country. Several Indian businesses, skilled workers and top managers are helping Saudi Arabia in 

its growth story. The enhancement of business ties with Saudi Arabia will give a big boost to the 

Indian community living in the Kingdom. 

The Indian Diaspora is the largest in GCC which is around 3 million Indians in Saudi Arabia out of 7 

millions in GCC, which provide good revenues annually. 

The number will grow as the crown prince has recently revealed an ambitious Vision 2030 of 450 

billion US Dollar plan to reshape Saudi economy and generate more than 1.5 million jobs in mining, 

industry ,logistics and energy. The Indian investments in Saudi Arabia will grow and also the number 

of expats. 

Defence and Counter Terrorism –  

The two countries issued a strong statement on terrorism and are expected to strengthen their 

intelligence-sharing mechanism to combat terror globally. Saudi Arabia has been forthcoming in 

handing over terror suspects in recent years.  

Defence is one area where Salman seeks partnership with India. During the 4th Joint Defence 

Cooperation Committee meeting in Riyadh last month, both countries explored the possibility of 

elevating defence engagement with joint production and exercises.  

India is also fostering close security and defense ties with the Gulf States, which is a manifestation of 

trust in India by West Asia nations. On the other hand, India has a vital stake in peace and security in 

the region. There is around 7 million Expats living there with around 73 Billion US Dollar revenue 

annually. Around 65% of India oil requirement comes from the region 70% of its LNG and 20% of 

India global trade with the region. Hence India can fill the security vacuum left by US in securing 

strategic ties to ensure the stability of the region. 

Level 1 Q) Analyse the relations between India and Saudi Arabia ? What are the developments 

with the recent visit of Mohammad Bin Salim to India?  
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SAUDI PRINCE'S VISIT TO INDIA INDICATES MODI'S WEST ASIA POLICY SUCCESS- 

The strategy of balancing relations in the region were evident in the Vajpayee period, and the UPA 

government continued the process. 

Modi is building on the legacy of his predecessors – Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh. 

Balancing relations with Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel or Qatar is never easy, but New Delhi has managed 

to do it with considerable success.  

West Asia or the Middle East is the most important external region for India from the point of view of 

its security and its economy. It is the closest source of hydrocarbons for a country which needs to 

import them in considerable amounts. Sixty-three per cent of India’s oil imports are from the region, 

but equally important is that some seven million Indian nationals work in the Saudi peninsula sending 

back remittances worth $40 billion to the country. 

Over the years, the relationship with the UAE has gathered strength. Modi has made two visits to the 

country in August 2015 and February 2018, while the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Mohammed bin 

Zayed al Nahyan (the de facto ruler of UAE) has visited India in February 2016 and as chief guest of 

the Republic Day in January 2017. 

India’s ties with Israel have taken off in the tenure of the Modi government, but this is not an unusual 

development. If Modi was the first Indian prime minister to visit Israel, it was Vajpayee who invited 

the first Israeli prime miniser, Ariel Sharon, to visit India. Defence ties, too, go back to the Vajpayee 

years when India acquired Israeli UAVs, Barak SAMs and the Phalcon AWACS systems. 

Modi signalled proximity to Israel by refusing to combine a visit to Israel with one to Palestine, he did 

make an Indian prime minister’s first-ever visit to the West Bank next year and spoke of the Indian 

commitment to Palestinian interests.  

In December 2017, India was one of 128 countries who voted for a resolution calling on the US to 

withdraw its move to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

Shortly after his Gulf tour that took him to Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Muscat and Ramallah, and the Israeli 

prime minister’s visit to New Delhi, Modi received President Hasan Rouhani of Iran in New Delhi in 

early 2018. Modi’s visit to Iran in 2016 had set the stage for the development of India-Iran ties when 

the two countries finally put up money to build and operate Chah Bahar and committed itself to 

develop a rail link from there to Zahedan. 

All this happened despite the well-known antipathy of US President Donald Trump to the Iran nuclear 

deal and the American decision to not just pull out of the deal, but impose stringent sanctions on Iran. 

India made it clear it would not stop importing oil from Iran, though several Indian companies began 

complying with US demands. Subsequently, in November 2018, the US gave India and six other 

countries a waiver to temporarily continue the purchase of Iranian oil. 

Energy and expatriate labour are the obvious corners of  Indian policy towards the region. 

But both India and the Gulf states want to move beyond this. They are keen to diversify their 

economies, and they see the growing Indian economy as a good place to invest in. At the same time, 
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Indian companies and professionals seek good prospects in the opportunities that are being opened 

up by GCC countries. 

Level 1 Q) Briefly comment on the Relations of India with the West Asian Region and Bring out 

the importance of this Region to India ?  

 

PM MODI’S  WEST ASIA   AND GULF VISIT TO PALESTINE , OMAN , UAE  : 

 

INDIA AND JORDAN :  

PM Modi Arrives In Jordan As Part Of 3-Nation Gulf, West Asia Tour . Prime Minister Narendra Modi  

arrived in Jordan on the first leg of his tour of three West Asian countries, including Palestine.  

This is Modi's first visit to the country and also the first visit by an Indian PM in 30 years. India 

and Jordan enjoy friendly ties since diplomatic relations were established in 1950 . The Gulf and 

West Asia region as a "key priority" in India's external engagement, and PM Modi’s visit is aimed at 

strengthening  ties with the region .  

The King of Jordan described the  meeting as the beginning of a new chapter in the bilateral ties. The 

Jordanian King is expected to visit India .  

Importance of the Gulf region : 

More than nine million Indians work and live in the Gulf region, of which about one third live in the 

UAE alone. In Oman, they constitute the largest expatriate community 

INDIA AND PALESTINE :  

PM Narendra Modi became the first Indian sitting Prime Minster to make an official visit to 

Palestine to bolster long-standing political and economic ties. He landed at the Palestinian 

Authority's presidential headquarters in Ramallah. Despite India's history of supporting the 

Palestine's cause, no Indian prime minister has ever visited the country before , therefore the visit is 

historic  . 

PM Modi travelled to Ramallah by choppers provided by the Jordan Govt and assisted   by Israel . Since 

the control of all the entrance and exit points to the West Bank including the 150 km border with 

Jordan and the air space above is in the hands of Israeli authorities .  

Palestine Relies on India for the Peace Process  with Israel : Palestine was relying on India's great 

standing on the international stage to facilitate the peace process with Israel , keeping in mind the 

close relations India shares with Israel  . India always supported an independent Palestine state . The 

Visit of PM Modi comes after India voted against the US  decision of recognising Jerusalem as Israel’s 

Capital at a UN . PM Modi reiterated that permanent solution is only possible through dialogue .  

Palestine always ready for negotiations :    President Abbas said Palestine has always been ready to 

engage in negotiations to achieve freedom and independence in accordance with the two-state 

solution along the lines of 1967, provided that East Jerusalem is the Capital of the state of Palestine. 
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    Six MoUs have been signed during Prime Minister's visit , The two sides have also signed 

agreements worth USD 50 million including setting up of a super specialty hospital worth USD 

30 million in Beit Sahur and construction of a centre for empowering women worth USD 5 million .  

India helps in Capacity  Building : will set up an institute for diplomacy in Palestine and double the 

number of scholarships to Palestinians to study in India among several measures to help it in capacity 

building and infrastructure development with an investment of $50 million. 

In December, India voted at the United Nations along with 127 other nations against US President 

Donald Trump's decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel .  

India treats relations with the two countries Israel and Palestine  as "mutually independent 

and exclusive" :During his visit to Israel in July last year, PM Modi had traveled to Jerusalem which is 

just 20 km away from the Palestinian authority's headquarters in Ramallah .  

But he had stayed away from crossing the 700-km long security barrier edging the West Bank into 

Ramallah to make the point that his government would treat India's relations with the two countries 

as "mutually independent and exclusive" . This allows India to maintain the historical moral support 

for Palestinian self-determination, and at the same time, engage in military, economic, and other 

strategic relations with Israel .  

The status of Jerusalem is one of most contentious issues between Israel and Palestine, with the Arab 

state wanting East Jerusalem as the capital of a future state. 

Grand Collar Of the State of Palestine : PM Modi was conferred the ‘Grand Collar of the State 

of Palestine’ by President Mahmoud Abbas, recognising his key contribution to promote relations 

between India and Palestine. The Grand Collar is Highest order given to foreign dignitaries – Kings,  

Heads of State/Government and persons of similar rank.It has in the past been awarded to King 

Salman of Saudi Arabia, King Hamad of Bahrain, President Xi Jinping of China, amongst others. 

INDIA AND UAE : 
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PM Modi  visited UAE ( Dubai ) where he held wide-ranging talks with Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan . The highlights : 

The two sides reaffirmed their abiding commitment to further consolidate the Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership .  

1. The two sides signed five agreements including a historic pact awarding a consortium of 

Indian oil companies a 10 per cent stake in offshore oil concession. 

2. The MoUs signed and exchanged are related to energy sector, railways, manpower and 

financial services .  

3. An MoU between government of Jammu and Kashmir and DP World was also signed to 

establish multi-modal logistics park and hub in Jammu comprising warehouses and 

specialised storage solutions. 

4. Both nations condemned the state sponsor of terrorism . The joint statement said both PM 

Modi and the Crown Prince "agreed that extremism and terrorism cannot be defeated by 

use of force only, and acknowledged the need for a holistic approach.",  which includes 

disrupting the use of web and social media for promotion of extremist and violent 

ideologies; preventing the use of religious centres to radicalise youth and recruit terrorist 

cadres; and promoting tolerance  

5. Both sides resolved to deepen cooperation on combating extremism and further strengthen 

their efforts in countering terrorism .  

6. India and the UAE will hold their first bilateral naval exercise in 2018 . Maritime 

security will be a crucial domain of India – UAE cooperation focusing on the Indian Ocean 

and the Gulf Region . This will be the first time that India will Participate in the Naval 

Exercise off the Gulf coast .  

7. Both sides also reviewed contribution from UAE’s sovereign wealth fund ( Abu Dhabi 

Investment Authority ADIA)  . PM welcomed ADIA’s participation in India’s National 

Infrastructure Investment Fund ( NIIF ) as an anchor investor . PM also welcomed DP 

Worlds agreement with the NIIF to create joint investment platform for ports , terminals , 

transportation and logistics business in India .  

8. The two leaders also expressed satisfaction at ongoing cooperation between India and the 

UAE in the identified areas of security, defence and space."They committed to augment this 

cooperation further to promote regional security, peace and prosperity and agreed to 

further deepen collaborations on maritime security, including joint anti-piracy, training and 

exercises, cyber space and outer space 

9. The two leaders noted the excellent trade and economic ties between the two countries as 

each other's major trading partners and expressed satisfaction at the current level of 

bilateral trade, which amounted to about $53 billion in 2016-17, 

10. The two sides agreed to further strengthen these ties, particularly through diversifying 

non-oil trade,".  

11. With an aim to devise a long-term strategy on trade enhancement, the two leaders decided 

to examine various tariff and non-tariff barriers, and agreed to focus on encouraging trade 

in identified commodities and to expand access of goods and services in both markets. 

12. The two sides viewed the agreement between Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange and Bombay 

Stock Exchange concluded during this visit as another "constructive mechanism" for 

furthering economic and commercial ties. 
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13. India and the UAE also agreed to further enhance their cooperation in areas of green energy 

and climate change under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

14. Both leaders reiterated their "common desire to transform the buyer-seller relationship in 

the energy-sector to one of deeper partnership with focus on investment and joint ventures 

in petrochemical complexes, and cooperation in joint exploration" in India, UAE and in third 

countries. 

15. Prince Nahyan valued the continued efforts by India to enhance economic growth, and the 

recent economic reforms undertaken by India which would facilitate the ease of doing 

business and promote market integration. 

16. PM Modi is visiting the United Arab Emirates for the second time after his 2015 trip to the 

Gulf country. Various buildings in Abu Dhabi were lit in the Indian tricolor as the city was 

decked up to welcome Prime Minister Modi, who also attended a state banquet hosted by 

the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince. 

17. The Prime Minister  visited  Wahat Al Karama, the UAE martyr’s war memorial in Abu 

Dhabi before travelling to Dubai where he will interacted with the Indian community at an 

event at the Dubai Opera House and  witnessed  the ground-breaking ceremony of the first 

Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi( called the Swaminarayan Temple ) , describing the temple 

as a catalytic agent of humanity , and harmony that would become a medium of India’s 

identity . 

18. Mr. Modi  also delivered a keynote address at the World Government Summit in Dubai 

where India was  a guest of honour this year. He made a  inaugural address on the theme: 

‘Technology for development’.  

19. PM Modi inaugurated the first Hindu Temple in Abu Dhabi – the Swamynarayan Temple  

Agreements that will strengthen India’s Energy Security : 

 The signing of the Concession Agreement between the Indian Consortium and Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Company for the award of 10% stake in the Lower Zakum Offshore Oil Field , and an agreement 

between Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves and ADNOC  to operationalise  the filling up of the 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve Cavern in Managalore  .  

Importance  of UAE : The UAE occupies a key place in India’s West Asia policy . The flux in West 

Asia – rise of radical and extremist forces, changes in the regional order, coupled with uncertainties 

over US policy under President Donald Trump’s administration and India’s growing interest in the 

Gulf region driven by its economic and trade ties, energy stakes, and presence of some 7 million 

Indians in the Gulf (and 2.6 million in UAE), are important factors pushing India and UAE to enhance 

their engagement. The UAE has a special place even among the Gulf countries due to its syncretic 

culture, business-friendly atmosphere, willingness to invest in the Indian economy and its important 

role in maintaining peace and stability in the region. 

A new momentum was given to the relationship in January 2017 when the two sides signed the 

agreement on Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP), the CSP will ‘facilitate the shaping of a new 

Indian role in the Gulf region. 

The UAE is not only India’s leading trade partner in West Asia but also its third largest after China and 

the United States while India is UAE’s top foreign trade partner. Notably, the UAE is the only country 

in the Persian Gulf with which India has a favorable trade balance despite it being a substantial source 

of crude oil for India. 
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Q) Comment on the Recent visit of PM to UAE and importance of UAE to India ? 

INDIA – OMAN  

Oman has been a key pillar of India's West Asia Policy. Both states celebrated the 60th anniversary of 

their diplomatic relations in 2015. India does not have enough energy resources to serve its current or 

future energy requirements. The rapidly growing energy demand has contributed to the need for long 

term energy partnerships with countries like Oman. Current Indo-Omani ties are dominated by the 

defence relations. Oman’s Duqm Port is situated in the middle of international shipping lanes 

connecting East with the West Asia and is of importance to India. India announced that it had secured 

access to the facilities at Duqm for the Indian Air Force and the Indian Navy . along with Duqm , 

Chabahar will be of great advantage to India .  

Oman is the first Gulf nation to have formalised defence relations with India. Naseem al-Bahr is a 

bilateral maritime exercise between India and Oman. 

Highlights of the visit : 

PM visited the 200 year old Shiva Temple  temple in Oman and also the Sultan Qaboos Mosque in 

Muscat , it is the biggest mosque in Oman . The mosque was built from 3 Lakh tonne sandstone from 

India and 200 craftsman from India  . The Shiva Temple  was built by the Gujaratis who as migrated to 

Oman . 

Recently  Oman had helped India in securing the release of Father Tom from the ISIS . India and Oman 

have one of a kind Defence cooperation in the region of West Asia . And is a strong pillar of their 

relationship .  

MOU’s signed : Both  countries signed 8 MoUs .  

 

The visit is important because the Monarchy led by Sultan Qaboos Bin Said for more than 4 

decades is likely to undergo phase of succession . India and Oman have agreed to isolate the 

sponsors of international terrorism . Both side acknowledged that there was a linkage between the 

stability of the Gulf Region and the Indian subcontinent .  

PM  addressed the Indian Diaspora . Indians constitute the largest expatriate community and send 

large remittances back home .  
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PM informed about the strategic reserve that India is building and asked Oman to participate 

in it . Oman has a strategic reserve at the Duqm Port in Ras Markaz .  

Importance of West Asia to India : India has huge stakes involved in the region such as energy, trade 

and safety of Indian community in the region. 

1. Energy security: 70 per cent of India’s imported energy needs come from West Asia and 

this dependence will only increase as the Indian economy continues to grow at 8 per cent 

or more. 

2. Security of Indian community : India is the largest recipient of foreign remittances from 

west Asia.     11 million Indians working in West Asia. Therefore, stability in the region is 

high on India’s core agenda. 

3. To counter radicalization: close cooperation is essential to counter radicalization in India. 

4. Gate way to central Asia : West Asia is gate way to land locked and energy rich central 

Asia . 

5. Geostrategic importance: To reduce the influence of china in west Asia and in Arabian 

Sea. China is continuously making in road to west Asia through OBOR initiative. 

6. India adopted look west policy in 2005. However, the policy did not get much attention 

since 2005. Recent visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to number of west Asia countries 

has the potential to transform our engagement with West Asia. 

Q) give an account of the four nation tour to West Asia and the Importance  of West Asia to 

India ? 

Prelims : Map  

 

INDIA- IRAQ ----INDIA OFFERS SUPPORT FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF IRAQ  

At the International Conference for Reconstruction of Iraq in Kuwait  , India has called for a 

comprehensive political settlement and reconciliation . India has assured its commitment to help war-

torn Iraq in its rebuilding process while complimenting the nation for its victory over the Islamic State 

(IS) terror outfit. 

Initiatives taken by India to offer assistance to Iraq : 

Iraq has witnessed war since 1980s . India responded to the urgent needs of Iraq for relief and 

economic reconstruction both directly and as part of international efforts under UN auspices .  Since 

the outbreak of the war in 2003, India had frequently responded to the humanitarian needs in Iraq 

and contributed in several ways, including providing $10 million in aid towards the International 

Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) for investments, reconstruction and development in 

Iraq.  

India provided milk food supplies through World Food Programme, and along with it, provided 

assistance to Iraqi school children and Iraqi refugees in Syria. It also trained Iraqi Foreign Service 

officers in diplomacy, and other Iraqi officials in information technology. 
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India continued to assist Iraq in capacity building through training of Iraqi officials under the Indian 

Technical and Economic Cooperation programme and to broadbase services, also established a 

Consulate General office in Erbil. 

India is willing to play a substantive role in major projects in petrochemicals, health, education, 

infrastructure and other sectors. India is also  looking  at any specific requests for rehabilitation 

projects and essential supplies like medicines, equipment, etc., as required for internally displaced 

persons .  

Terming terrorism, fundamentalism and extremism the scourge of the 21st century, official of the 

MoEA said : "We must be united in our defence of pluralism and civilisation without ifs and buts. 

There is no 'good terrorism' or 'bad terrorism': all terror is an unmitigated evil. India has always 

supported a free, democratic, pluralistic, federal and unified Iraq." 

India  also appealed to the international community for early adoption of the India-initiated 

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT) in the UN. 

WHAT IS THE COMPREHENSIVE CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM ( CCIT ) 

? 

The Convention was proposed by India in 1996 . The CCIT provides a legal framework which makes it 

binding on all signatories to deny funds and safe havens to terrorist groups. It has the  following major 

objectives: 

 

Despite India’s efforts to push a global intergovernmental convention to tackle terrorism, the 

conclusion and ratification of the CCIT remains deadlocked, mainly due to opposition from three main 

blocs – the US, the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC), and the Latin American countries. 

What are the objections  ? 

All three have objections over the “definition of terrorism” and seek exclusions to safeguard their own 

strategic interests. 

 For example, the OIC wants exclusion of national liberation movements, especially in the context of 

Israel-Palestinian conflict. The US wanted the draft to exclude acts committed by military forces of 

states during peacetime. 

Is it in force ? 
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The Convention has not been adopted as there are differences between member countries over 

various provisions .  

India, on its part, has lobbied overtime, especially with the OIC countries for the early adoption 

of the CCIT . However  though there is difference over the adoption of the CCIT , discussions have 

yielded three separate protocols that aim to tackle terrorism: 

1. International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, adopted on 15 

December 1997; 

2.  International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, adopted on 9 

December 1999; and 

3. International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, adopted on 13 

April 2005. 

Q) What is the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism ( CCIT ) .      Prelims : 

about the CCIT .  

IRAN PRESIDENT HASSAN ROUHANI VISITS INDIA : SIGNALLING BALANCE IN TIES  

The visit of the Iranian President comes after the visit of the Israeli Prime Minister . Israel is Iran’s 

Historic Rival .  

India and Iran discussed bilateral issues , and matters of international and regional importance . Since 

Israeli PM visit , Pm Modi has visited the West Asian and the Gulf countries of Jordan , Palestine , UAE , 

and Oman . Iran is not only important to India for its Energy Needs but also Iran is an important route 

to access Central Asia .  

India is  developing the Chabahar Port , and recently  the first phase of the Chabahar port ( Behesthi 

Port )  in south-east Iran,  was inaugurated in December 2017   . 

( Draw diagram showing advantages of the chahbahar port )  

Biggest Stumbling Block to Bilateral Trade : banking channels are the biggest trade block to the 

bilateral trade . Due to this both sides are discussing possibility of “ rupee – rial “ mechanism in 

addition to use the UCO ban for Direct Rupee Payments . Iran has been under sanctions of US due to its 

nuclear program , since then the European Banks have refused to support the trade due to uncertainty 

over fresh sanctions .  

Farzad Gas field in which India has shown interest , but not much has moved forward in this .  

Iran is seeking Indian’s support at the FATF .  

Agreements in 9 fields . 

Releases a Joint Postal Stamp . 

In a speech of the Observer Research Foundation , Iran’s President calls for “ Ethics and Morality in 

Intrenational Relations “ . He said decisions of the international leaders should be based on Reason .  

INDIA AND JORDAN – VISIT OF KING ABDULLAH II TO INDIA  
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King Abdullah arrived in India on three-day state visit to India. This is his second state visit to India 

after his visit with Queen Rania in 2006. 

 

 

 

Background : The three-day visit by King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein of Jordan to India starting 

February 27, 2018 is testimony that India’s "Think West" policy, like its "Act East" initiative, is 

progressively getting robust and vigorous. The Jordanian King’s visit, only his second to India, that too 

after more than a decade, takes place within a few weeks of Prime Minister Modi’s transit through 

Amman to Palestine. King Abdullah’s visit comes on the heels of the highly productive and successful 

visit of Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani and Prime Minister Modi’s significant visits to four countries 

of West Asia, which, in addition to Jordan, included Palestine (the first ever visit by an Indian prime 

minister), the United Arab Emirates and Oman. All this activity in February 2018 took place in the 

wake of a hugely rewarding and substantive six-day visit by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, the second by an Israeli prime minister to India since diplomatic relations were 

established between the two countries 26 years ago. Modi himself had undertaken the first ever and 

path-breaking visit by an Indian prime minister to Israel in July 2017 .  

India and Jordan established diplomatic relations in 1950 after India became a Republic, although the 

first bilateral agreement on cooperation and friendly relations was entered into soon after Indian 

independence in 1947. 

PM Modi visit in Feb 2018 as part of the 4 country tour : Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Jordan in 

early February 2018 occurred 30 years after Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to Amman in 1988. 

King Abdullah had described Prime Minister Modi’s brief transit visit to Amman earlier this month as 

the beginning of a new chapter in bilateral ties. 

Last month, Jordan facilitated Modi's transit to Palestine in what was the first ever Indian prime 

ministerial visit to the West Asian nation. The visit effectively de-linked Israel from Palestine.Also, in 

December last year, India voted with the rest of the world in the UN General Assembly against US 

President Donald Trump's unilateral announcement recognising Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
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 King Abdullah also commended India for the "very significant" role it was playing in West Asia. 

Trade : India is Jordan's fourth largest trade partner after Iraq, Saudi Arabia and China. Bilateral trade 

totalled USD 2.2 billion in 2014-15. 

King Abdullah II’s  visit to India represents an opportunity to catapult the relationship to the 

next higher level in strategic, security, political, energy, trade, investment and economic 

cooperation. 

Highlights :  

 

India, Jordan ink 12 pacts to boost defence ties : India and Jordan signed 12 agreements, including 

a memorandum of understanding on defence cooperation, The MoU is aimed at promoting 

cooperation between India and Jordan in the field of defence by defining the scope of such 

cooperation and making provisions for implementation of the cooperation in some of the recognised 

areas like training, defence industry, counter-terrorism, military studies, cyber security, military 

medical services and peacekeeping, according to the Ministry of External Affairs. 

A MoU was also signed for setting up of a next generation centre of excellence (CoE) in Jordan 

for training of at least 3,000 Jordanian IT professionals over a period of five years, and setting 

up of a resource centre in India for training of master trainers in the IT field from Jordan. 

Another agreement was signed on manpower cooperation which provides for cooperation 

between India and Jordan with a view to promote best practices in the administration of 

contract employment of the Indian nationals in Jordan. 

King Abdullah praised India for its religious plurality . King Abdullah who is a 41st generation 

descendent of Prophet Muhammad and the custodian of the holy sites in Jerusalem has taken the 

leadership role in countering extremeism and radicalisation in the Arab world through what is called 

the “ AQABA PROCESS  “ initiative .  
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Though Jordan is home to 2 million Palestine refugees an dmore than 6, 60,000 refugees from Syria 

the kingdom has remained peaceful compared with the rest of the region and is seen as a “  oasis of 

stability “  .  

King  Abdullah released a first of its kind Urdu translation of a book  “ A thinking person’s guide 

to  Islam  “ , by his cousin Prince Ghazi Bin Mohammad. It includes a chapter on Jihad and the “Crisis 

of ISIS”, detailing how countries like India have escaped Jihadist influences because of the moderate or 

“Hanafi, non-Takfiri” form of Islam followed in the country. 

Two sides were discussing a framework agreement on defence and security, Any agreement will be 

significant, given Jordan’s closer ties to Pakistan in the past, Earlier this month, King Abdullah had also 

paid a visit to Islamabad. 

One pending issue not yet resolved is on the resumption of direct flights between Delhi and Amman, 

which were shut down when Royal Jordanian Airlines ended its service in 2014. 

While the visit will focus on bilateral issues, the two leaders discussed  the Palestinian peace process. 

They committed to a independent state of Palestine with east Jerusalem as its capital .  

Q) Give a brief account of India – Jordan ties in the light of the recent visit of King Abdullah ?  

Prelims : Map , Border countries  rivers of Jordan . 

INDIA AND ISRAEL : PM NETHANYAHU VISITS INDIA AS A RECIPROCAL VISIT TO PM 

MODI VISIT IN JULY 2017  

Israel came into being as a state in 1947 , India recognized the creation of Israel in 1950 , it 

established formal relations with Isreal in 1992 by opening an embassy in Tel Aviv . 

The two countries have an extensive economic, military, and strategic relationship.India is the largest 

buyer of Israeli military equipment and Israel is the second-largest defence supplier to India after 

Russia. As of 2014, India is the third-largest Asian trade partner of Israel . On a diplomatic level, both 

the countries have managed to maintain healthy relations despite India's repeated strong 

condemnations of Israeli military actions in Palestinian territories and India ‘s 2 state policy with 

respect to Palestine and Israel .This times visit of PM Benjamin Nethanyahu is a reciprocal gesture 

after Narendra Modi made first PM level visit in 2017 . Nethanyahu will be the 2nd Israeli PM to visit 

India . Ariel Sharon was the first to do so in 2003 , during the tenure of Atal bihari Vajpayee . This is 

the 2nd visit of an Israeli PM after a gap of 15 years . PM Nethanyahu was accompanied by a 150 

business delegation . 

He is accompanied by the largest-ever business delegation to travel with an Israeli leader, including 

technology, agriculture and defence executives.The two  Leaders  embraced warmly, appearing to 

overcome any tensions over India’s refusal to support US moves to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital, before signing agreements on cybersecurity and energy. 

“We are ushering today a new era in our relations,” Netanyahu said after their talks. 

“We have had diplomatic relations for 25 years, but something different is happening now because of 

your leadership and our partnership.” 

High Points of the Visit : 
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1) The visit marks 25th anniversary of normal diplomatic ties . 

 

2) Apart form the PM Modi , former President Pranab Muhkerjee , External Affairs Minister 

Sushma Swaraj visited Israel in the last 3 years , showing the importance India attaches to 

Israel . 

3) India’s ties with the Jewish state has been in focus because of the recent vote of India at the 

UNGA against the US recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel . The move was criticized 

by some commentators but India defended the move , as its traditional policy on the issue 

which is the two state solution to the Israel and Palestine conflict . 

 

4) But to this Nethanyahu said that inspite of the vote at the UNGA , India Israeli ties will swing up 

after his visit . 

5) PM Nethanyahu delivered the inaugural dialogue at the Raisina Dialogue , an annual foreign 

policy related discussion in Delhi . and attended the Indo-Israel CEO forum . 

 

6) PM Nethanyahu visited the Centre of Excellence in Gujarat and inaugurated the Centre of 

Excellence of Date Palms in Bhuj . 

 

7) Both PM Modi and His counterpart PM of Isreal Nethanyahu dedicated to the nation, the 

iCREATE facility located on the outskirts of Ahmedabad. iCreate is an independent Centre 

created with the objective of facilitating entrepreneurship through a blend of creativity, 

innovation, engineering, product design and leveraging emerging technologies to deal with 

major issues such as food security, water, connectivity, cybersecurity, IT and electronics, 

energy, bio-medical equipment and devices etc. 

8) iCreate aims to develop an ecosystem in  India to generate quality entrepreneurs. 

 

9) Nethanyahu reached out to the Bollywwod film world during the “Shalom Bollywood” event . 

10) Israel and India have been very closely working on counter terrorism , as both have been the 

victims of the 26/11 Mumbai attack of Ajmal Kasab . during his visit , he paid tributes to the 

victims of the Mumbai attack and was accompanied by Moshe , the young boy who lost his 

parents in this attack . 

11) MOUs signed : Oil and Gas , Renewable Energy , Science and Technology , Protocol for Airports , 

Cyber Security , CoProduction of Films and Documentaries , Homeopathy and ayurveda . 

12) The two prime ministers attended a ceremony at a war memorial in New Delhi to mark the 

formal renaming of Teen Murti Chowk as Teen Murti Haifa Chowk as a symbolic gesture of 

friendship. At least 44 Indian soldiers had laid down their lives protecting the Israeli city of 

Haifa during World War I. 

13) Although India voted against Israel at the UN on President Donald Trump's Jerusalem move, 

Israel understands India's position and has not made cooperation with India conditional . 
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Since Modi's BJP came to power in 2014, the two countries have grown closer. Analysts say that , this 

Indian government is driven by the exclusivist ideology of Hindutva, which has striking similarities 

with the exclusivist Zionist ideology the Israeli state is based on , and therefore closer relations have 

developed .Israel has been pushing for a FTA with India .India and Israel have hailed the "dawn of a 

new era" in their relations after signing key deals in defence, agriculture and aviation sectors. India-

Israel Innovation Bridge will act as link between start-ups of India and Israel, this will ensure that 

Indian strt-ups access the huge reservoir of knowledge of Israeli start-ups . 

 

Level 1 Q) What are the highlights of Israeli Pm visit to India ? 

 

INDIA AND ASEAN –   

 

 4TH INDIA-ASEAN EXPO AND SUMMIT-  

About the Summit and its importance -  

This is a flagship event of Department of Commerce, being organised with FICCI to carry forward the 

momentum and to further strengthen India-ASEAN relations under the Act-East Policy. The Summit is 

a platform for the policy makers, industry captains and business leaders to come together and forge a 

common vision for India and ASEAN’s mutual growth and progress. 

 

The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) comprises of Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore, 

Philippines, Myanmar, Malaysia, Lao PDR, Indonesia, Cambodia and Brunei.  

India's relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of our foreign policy and the foundation of our Act-East 

Policy. India-ASEAN trade and investment relations have been growing steadily, with ASEAN being the 

second largest trading partner of India, after China ,with a total bilateral merchandise trade of USD 

81.33 billion. 

The ASEAN region is becoming one of the preferred trade and investment regions for Indian 

businesses . The combined strength of the single ASEAN market is more than US$2.6 trillion and 

India's US$ 2.7 trillion economy, creates an economic power house that has the potential to become 

one of the strongest in the world. 
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Important Points about India ASEAN relation –  

 ASEAN a key pillar of India’s Foreign Policy.  

 An important role in the  architecture of the Indo Pacific Region .  

 Since 2005 CEPA has been the key component of the relationship .  

 Relationship upgraded to Strategic Partnership in 2012 

 India is also an active participant in several regional forums like the Asia-Europe Meeting 

(ASEM), East Asia Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN Defence Ministers' 

Meeting + (ADMM+) and Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF)India is a part of the 

ASEAN led RCEP which is said to be the largest Free Trade Area once created .  

 There are, in total, 30 Dialogue Mechanisms between India and ASEAN, cutting across various 

sectors. 

 Among the ASEAN Singapore has become a key investor in India .  

 ASEAN being India's fourth largest trading partner. India's trade with ASEAN stands at US$ 

81.33 billion, which is approx. 10.6% of India's overall trade. India's export to ASEAN stand at 

11.28% of our total exports. 

 ASEAN accounts for approximately 18.28% of investment flows into India since 2000. 

 South Asia fastest growing regions of the world . Huge potential for trade and investment . 

Opportunity for Make in India and Skill India .  

 India stands for a rule based security order in the Indo Pacific Region . Both co-operate in 

combating terror financing , Tax evasion , cyber security thrests and many more .  

 India and ASEAN working on the Kaladan Multi Modal Transport Project , India Myanmar 

Thailand Trilateral  highway  to improve connectivity . A consensus on finalising the proposed 

protocol of the India-Myanmar-Thailand Motor Vehicle Agreement (IMT MVA) has been 

reached. This agreement will have a critical role in realizing seamless movement of passenger, 

personal and cargo vehicles along roads linking India, Myanmar and Thailand. 

 ASEAN looks for a greater role of India in the Indo Pacific Region to counter China .  

 India has proposed and ASEAN India network of universities to enhance educational ties .  

 At the 25 years of the dialogue celebrations India and ASEAN released the ASEAN’s Delhi 

Declaration , that spells out areas of further co-operation .  

 India’s Success in the Indo Pacific Region will depend on the bilateral and the Multilateral 

Relations in the region .  

Level 1 Q) As India Celebrates 25 years of Relationship with ASEAN , give a description of their 

relationship ? And how do you see the relationship 10 years from now ?. 

 

INDIA AND ASEAN CELEBRATE 25 YRS OF DIPLOMATIC RELATION ,  

 

All 10 heads of state to be chief guests at the Republic Day celebration. 
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India ASEAN commemorative summit – theme “Shared Values, Common Destiny” . 

India – ASEan ties : 

1. India Started engaging with ASEAN in 1992 through sectoral dialogue partnership . 

2. India joimed ASEAN regional Forum ( ARF) , East Asia Summit ( EAS 0 , ASEAN defence 

Minister Meeting Plus ( ADMM) , Expanded ASEAN Maritime forum ( EAMF) and many other 

platforms . 

3. Since 2002 India ASEAN summit is held annually . 

4. India ASEAN trade stands at $ 76 billion . India is a part of RCEP. 

5. ASEAN occupies a central place in the security architecture of the Asia –Pacific region . 

6. ASEAN is India’s 4th largest trading partner . And both account for 1/3rd of the global 

population . Together they would form the third largest economy . 

7. Following the uncertain behavior of China , Indian Ocean Region has become unpredictable . 

8. India’s growing relationship with the ASEAN should be looked form the Increasing boundary 

disputes of the ASEAN with China . A partnership with the ASEAN region will help counter the 

growing presence of China . 

9. Since 2014, India has significantly upgraded its “Look East” policy to “Act East” policy. In the 

past three years, Modi, former president Pranab Mukherjee and former vice president Hamid 

Ansari have visited all 10 Asean countries and Indian naval ships have made port calls at 

Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, the Philippines and Brunei last 

year. 

10. This year,which marks 25 yrs of diplomatic relations with ASEAN , India is also marking 15 

years of summit-level engagement with Asean and five years of strategic partnership with the 

bloc. Coincidentally, Asean marked 50 years of its establishment in 2017. 

 

1. India views the Asean region as an economic partner, given its high growth rates, and its 

approximately 600 million people as a market. New Delhi has targeted $200 billion in 

bilateral trade with Asean countries by 2022. 

 

2. India is also looking at Asean as its development partner, especially with regard to 

improving the economic conditions in its insurgency-wracked Northeast. Singapore has set 

up a skill development centre in Assam . 
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3. India-Asean strategic cooperation assumes greater significance against the background of 

a rapidly growing China . “China’s rise as an economic giant and its robust economic ties 

with ASEAN countries gives India enough reason to step up its collaborative efforts vis-à-

vis ASEAN. 

 

4. India and Vietnam signed two pacts including an implementation arrangement between 
the Indian Space Research Organisation and the National Remote Sensing Department of 
Vietnam. 

 

5. India’s “Look East” policy, especially its plans to put in place a regional coalition, could get a 
major boost at the summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

 

The outreach comes in the backdrop of an increasingly aggressive China triggering insecurities 

among its ASEAN neighbours. Of special worry are the maritime boundary disputes with several 

Asean countries given that Beijing claims almost all of the resource-rich South China Sea. Hence the 

urgent need for new rules to ensure peace in the region. 

 

India should be pro-active says ASEAN : 

The BlOC sees New Delhi as a key to Indo-Pacific regions peace and prosperity according to 

the MEA. This hold a lot of meaning as it shows the trust that the Bloc has in India . Also 

India sees Indo-Pacific Region as indispensible to the future of India . 

 

It should be remembered that India had recently participated in the QUAD with US ,Australia 

, Japan showing the importance that India attaches to the Indo-Pacific . India stresses for 

Freedom of navigation in the Asia – Pacific Region . India has concerns over the continued 

build up of China in the South China sea . This could threaten the freedom of navigation as a 

vast amount of trade passes through that region . 

India announces 1000 PhD Fellowships : India announce d 1000 PhD Fellowships in IIT for the 

ASEAN students . a dedicated course in Highway engineering , setting up of a Virtual Network of 

Universities and pilot projects to set up digital infrastructure . 

ASEAN – India start-up festival & 2019 Year of tourism for ASEAN countries :An ASEAN – India 

start-up festival will be held this year later , and 2019 will be celebrated as the year of ASEAN 

tourism . This will further improve tourism potential between the countries . 

Countering radicalization :Apart from countering the traditional and the non- traditional threats to 

freedom of navigation . India plans to work closely with Malaysia and the Indonesia over the threats 

from radicalisation . Radicalisation has emerged as a serious threat to our country . 

Padma Honours :In a rare gesture India announced 10 Padma Honours to 10 outstanding public 
figures from the ASEAN countries . 

Visiting leaders get a glimpse of India’s military Prowess : 
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1. These include “ Nirbhay “ a long range sub sonic cruise missile , with a range of 1000 km 
it is equivalent to US’s Tomahawk cruise missile . 

 

2. “Rudra “ the weaponised Advanced Light Helicopter ( ALH) . The “ Akash “ Surface to Air 
Missile ( SR-RAM ) system and the “ Brahmos “ cruise missile developed with Russia . 

 

3. Several countries including the ASEAN nation have showed interest in buying these systems . 
This will make India a defense supplier and will give a boost to the Make In India program . 

 

India and ASEAN target swift deal on the RCEP : 

India has announced a 1billion line of credit to improve physical and digital connectivity . The Master 

Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 and the ASEAN ICT Master Plan ( AIM ) have brought out to 

improve connectivity between the India and the ASEAN members . Also both have agreed for 

completion of the RCEP in 2018 . 

They have decided to early completion of the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral highway Project 
and to extend this project to the Cambodia , Lao – PDR and Vietnam . 

They have emphasized to deepen cooperation in the area of aviation under the ASEAN – India 
Aviation Cooperation Framework adopted at the 14th ASEAN transport ministers meeting in 
Manila . 

Further strengthening of relations by effectively implementing the ASEAN – INDIA free trade Area ( 
FTA ) and early completion of the RCEP . 

Maritime cooperation :Emphasised the need to promote maritime cooperation and encourage 

potential private participation in development of seaports , maritime logistics , etc . 

 

Co-operation on conservation and the sustainable use of marine resources in the Indian and the 

Pacific Oceans and to address the threats to these resources , including illegal , unreported and 

unregulated fishing , loss of coastal ecosystems , and the adverse impacts of pollution ocean 

acidification , marine debris , all these pose a threat to the livelihood of fishermen , and India along 

with the ASEAN have a vast % of persons who depend on Fishing as their Livelihood . 

 

Promotion of MSME: 

India and ASEAN will cooperate to Promote the stable and the sustainable growth of MSME , through 

technology transfer , enhancing the capacity building , technical assistance , , access to innovation , 

and to enable them to integrate into the global and the regional chains . 

The Focus of the Summit was 3 C’s Connectivity , Commerce and Culture . 

DELHI DECLARATION AT THE END OF SUMMIT : 
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2. Increase cooperation in combating other transnational crimes such as human trafficking, illicit 
drug trafficking, cyber crime and piracy. 

 

3. To ensure compliance with United Nations Security Council resolutions on counter-terrorism, 

and to note the efforts made towards the formation of the Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism, the Delhi Declaration said . 

 

4. They also agreed to hold the first ASEAN-India Cyber Dialogue in 2018. 

 

5. Leaders of the two entities decided to strengthen ASEAN-India economic relations by 

effectively implementing the ASEAN-India Free Trade Area, and intensifying efforts 

towards creating a Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) in the region . 

 

6. To cooperate for the conservation of marine resources, in the aviation and maritime 

transport sectors, promote growth of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, deepen relations 

in science and technological exchange, implement an ASEAN-India Space Cooperation 

Programme, and encourage private sector investment. 

 

7. The Delhi Declaration called for the early completion of the India-Myanmar-Thailand 

Trilateral Highway Project. It said that the trilateral highway should then be extended to 

Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. 

8. India and ASEAN countries will also strive to establish closer air links to promote tourism, 

trade, and enhance greater connectivity, the declaration added.The move follows the 

ASEAN-India Aviation Cooperation Framework adopted at the 14th ASEAN Transport 

Ministers' Meeting in Manila, on November 6, 2008. 

 

9. India and ASEAN to set up a mechanism for maritime security in the South china sea as it is a 

major maritime trade route , the Declaration emphasizes “ freedom of navigation , lawful uses 

of sea , overflight and unimpeded lawful maritime commerce “ . 
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10. Code Of Conduct in South China Sea : India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) have called for the completion of a binding code of conduct for parties in the South 

China Sea in the face of China’s aggressive expansion in the region. 

 

India support the full and effective implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of the 

Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) and look forward to an early conclusion of the Code of 

Conduct in the South China Sea ., freedom of navigation and overflight in the region as well 

as peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with international law. 

India and ASEAN vowed to work together on common regional and international security 
issues and “ensure an open, transparent, inclusive and rules-based regional architecture. 

 

About the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea :China claims “historic rights” over about 

90 percent of the South China Sea, through which about $5 trillion in goods pass every 

year.Taiwan and ASEAN members the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei are 

contesting China’s expansive claim. 

In 2002, ASEAN and China signed the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China 

Sea to highlight their aim to resolve disputes peacefully.However, a binding code of conduct for 

claimants has not been completed. A framework for the code of conduct was crafted last year. 

To assert its maritime claims, China has built artificial islands over Kagitingan (Fiery Cross), 

Panganiban (Mischief), Zamora (Subi), Burgos (Gaven), Kennan (Hughes), Mabini (Johnson) 

and Calderon (Cuarteron) Reefs, areas off the western province of Palawan. 

In 2013, the Philippines turned to the UN-backed Permanent Court Of Arbitratiob in The 

Hague for help in challenging China’s “excessive” and “exaggerated” maritime claims. The 

tribunal ruled in favor of the Philippines three years later, invalidating China’s claim. Beijing 

refused to comply with the ruling. 

About the RCEP: 

At the end of a two-day summit in New Delhi, that India would “exert efforts” so that the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) can be signed as planned in 
November. 

Negotiations to create the RCEP began in November 2012, during an Asean summit in Cambodia. 

The proposed trade zone will include the 10 Asean countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) as well as six other nations—

India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 

The RCEP has been viewed as an alternative to the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a trade agreement that 
had been spearheaded by the US under President Barack Obama’s administration. The TPP included 
some of the countries that fall into the proposed RCEP—Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Vietnam, 
Brunei, Japan and Malaysia – India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand.If it comes 
into being, the RCEP will sprawl over a zone that is home to around 3.4 billion people. The combined 
GDP of the countries involved totals $22 trillion and their exports constitute nearly a quarter of global 
trade. 
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Level 1 Q) Write about the India and Asean Relations in the light of 25 Years of Diplomatic 

Relations ? 

Level 2 Q) Critically ananlyse the RCEP and the Look East Policy of the Govt ?  

 

  ASEAN INDIA PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS – SINGAPORE  

 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2018 was held in Singapore , to commemorate India – ASEAN 25 yrs of 

Diplomatic Relations . Singapore was chosen for the celebrations as it is at the heart of ASEAN . 

Themed 'Ancient Route, New Journey: Diaspora in the Dynamic ASEAN INDIA Partnership'. 

The Regional ASEAN - India Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was celebrated at Singapore, Marina Bay . The 

conference, is attended by top leaders and businessmen from Singapore and India, and discussed the 

contribution of the Indian diaspora community in Southeast Asia. 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and its Historical Importance : 

Why is it celebrated : Pravasi Bhartiya Divas is annually celebrated on January 9 to mark the 

contribution of Overseas Indian community towards their homeland. The Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 

conferences began in 2003 , to celebrate the contribution of the overseas Indians to the development 

of India . It also serves as a platform for interaction among central and state governments with the 

Overseas Indian Community for mutually beneficial activities and a forum for discussing key issues 

concerning the Indian Diaspora. 

During the event, Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award is also given to individuals of exceptional merit to 

appreciate their role in India's growth. 

It was on January 9, 1915, that Mahatma Gandhi the greatest Pravasi , left South Africa and returned to 

India to lead India's independence struggle , and change the lives of the Indians forever . 
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In 2017 the venue was Bengaluru . In 2015, the Government revised the format of Pravasi Bharatiya 

Divas and decided that the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas conferences will be held once in two years in a city 

outside Delhi. 

In the intervening year, it was decided that smaller, outcome-based Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

conferences will be organised in Delhi on issues that concern the Indian diaspora. It was also decided 

that Indian Missions and Consulates will celebrate Pravasi Bharatiya Divas every year. Thus 2018 was 

celebrated outside India , in Singapore . 

Commerce, connectivity, and culture are the 3Cs that mark the strategic ties between India and the 

Association of South-East Asian Nations (Asean).Deeper economic and cultural integration with the 

Asean region has become an important aspect and vision of India’s ‘Act East Policy’ in recent years. 

The inaugural India-Singapore Entrepreneurship Bridge (InSpreneur) was launched at this year’s 

PBD. It is designed as a platform to connect start-ups and investors in India and Singapore and to 

promote collaboration in the Asean region. Its focus is on start-ups, fintech, cyber security, disruptive 

technologies in manufacturing and India Digital Stack (India’s successful model of Aadhaar-enabled 

governance, public services, financial inclusion and payment systems). 

 

PM Modi inaugurates first PIO Parliamentary Conference in New Delhi: 

On January 9, 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the first Persons of Indian Origin 

(PIO) Parliamentary Conference at the Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in Delhi. Around 124 MPs from 

several countries including United Kingdom, Fiji, Canada, Kenya, Mauritius, Sri Lanka and New 

Zealand participated in this conference. 17 mayors from US, Switzerland, Malaysia, Guyana, Trinidad 

and Tobago also attended this conference. It is a way of reaching out to the Indian community 

overseas by the government. 

"MADAD" a portal for real time monitoring and response of consular grievances is operated by 
the MEA. 

The importance of PIO’s: 

Terming the Indian diaspora as partners for country’s development, PM said they have an important 

position in the Government’s Action Agenda- 2020. He urged the lawmakers from across the world to 

act as catalysts in the country’s economic growth. He called the PIOs as permanent ambassadors of 

India and partners for India’s development. Urging the POIs to invest in India and be part of its growth 

story, Modi mentioned the string of economic reforms undertaken by his Government which has 

fetched $60 billion FDI in 2016-17 . 

Government believes that NRIs are partners for India's development. He said that NRIs have an 

important position in the Action Agenda till 2020, drafted by the NITI Aayog. 

The PIOs play a very proactive role in the countries where they reside , they not only ensure that the 

policies of that country are favorable to India but also promote investment , the remittances that they 

send add to the Forex reserves of the country . Thus they are given importance by the GOI as they are 

truly permanent ambassadors of India . 
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GOI invited the august gathering of PIOs to partner in the development of their Motherland India. 

Flagship schemes of Government of India such as Skill India, Start up India, Stand up India, Make in 

India etc. provide a great opportunity for PIOs to partner in India’s resurgence as a global power . 

Level 1 Q) What is the Importance of the PBD to India , give an account of the 1st PIO 

Parlimanetary Conference held , and the importance of the PIOs to India’s development ? 

 

 

PM VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA –  

About the visit –  

The State visit is taking place less than a year after President Moon Jae-in visited India. This will the 

PM’s second visit to the Republic of Korea after the state visit in May 2015 and second summit 

meeting with President Moon. The bilateral relations between the two nations were upgraded to 

‘special strategic partnership’ during Modi’s 2015 visit. The "growing depth and variety" in the 

relationship of the two countries has been accentuated by the harmony between New Delhi's Act East 

Policy and South Korea's New Southern Policy. 

Seoul Peace Prize –  

The Seoul Peace Prize was established to mark the success and spirit of the 24th Summer Olympics 

held in Seoul in 1988. 

Prime Minister Modi  received  the Seoul Peace Prize from the Seoul Peace Prize Cultural Foundation.  

The Seoul Peace Prize  is given in recognition of the contribution to global peace and 

development. Past recipients of the prize include German Chancellor Angela Merkel and former 

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, and Vaclav Havel as recipients of the prize, started in 1990.  

The Award money was donated by the PM to Clean Ganga Mission .  

Both India and South Korea are important regional powers and share the common Asia Pacific Region 

. After coming to power in 2017, President Moon had initiated a shift from the country’s traditional 

focus on ties with the US, Japan, China and Russia through the “Southern Policy”, in which India has a 

key role. There has been an increase in exchanges with emphasis on politics and security .  

The significance of the visit comes from the fact that it will be held just ahead of the second round of 

meetings between U.S. President Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un. India has extended 

support to the dialogue process that has brought down tension in the Korean peninsula considerably. 

South Korea welcomed India’s stance . India supports a peaceful Korean Peninsula . Peace and 

Disarmament are two of the key pillars of India ‘s foreign Policy .  

The visit is part of intensifying bilateral ties that recently witnessed a number of bilateral visits, 

including by the Foreign and Defence Ministers of South Korea. Following the visit by the President of 

Korea, the First Lady of South Korea Kim-Jung Sook paid a visit to India in November when she 

participated in celebrations in Ayodhya which has mythical ties with the East Asian country. 
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The visit will further demonstrate the priority India attaches to deepening multi-dimensional 

engagement with South Korea as a part of its ''Act East Policy” .  

India and South Korea enjoy age old links .  Queen Suryaratna travelled thousands of kilometres from 

Ayodhya, and married a Korean King in  city of Gimhae . The Prime Minister handed over a banyan 

root from the Mahabodhi tree to the Mayor of Gimhae during his visit . 

Modi takes forward the agenda set during South Korean President Moon Jae-In’s state visit to India in 

July 2018. India and South Korea had inked 11 memoranda of understandings (MoUs) during 

President Moon’s last visit – nine of which related to deepening trade relations, cooperation in the 

fields of technology, science, telecommunications, infrastructure and boosting investments.  The 

opening of the world’s largest mobile phone manufacturing factory in Noida by South Korea’s largest 

chaebol Samsung last year enhanced that nation’s profile in India. 

The PM unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at Yonsei University in Seoul. Yonsei University is among the 

most prestigious universities in South Korea. Mahatma Gandhi is revered in South Korea as an icon of 

world peace. 

India is among top 10 trade partners of Korea and India is the 6th largest export destination for 

Korean goods. Our trade volume has reached 21.5 billion Dollars for the calendar year 2018. The 

negotiations to upgrade Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement have been fast-tracked to 

achieve the bilateral trade target of 50 billion Dollars by 2030. 

During PM visit to Korea in 2015 a Korea specific facilitation cell "Korea Plus” under ‘Invest India’ was 

launched  to guide, assist and handhold investors during the entire life-cycle of the business. Hyundai, 

Samsung, LG electronics have become trustworthy brands in India. And, Kia has   joined  this club. 

Over 600 Korean companies have invested in India. India has opened the 6th Korean Trade Office in 

Ahmedabad .  

New Southern Policy of ROK – What is it ?  

The New Southern Policy, was unveiled in 2017  and aims at reducing South Korea's reliance 

on the United States, China, Japan and Russia by expanding ties with South-east Asian nations 

and India. It is the first time that South Korea has clearly designed a foreign policy initiative for 

India and officially documented it. 

There are two primary reasons for the shift in South Korea’s outlook to India. One is that Seoul 

sees India and the ASEAN countries as new economic partners: by strengthening ties with these 

countries, South Korea intends to reduce its over-dependence on its traditional trade allies 

that are China and, partially, the United States. The other reason is that South Korea is making 

a subtle move to endorse the ‘Indo-Pacific’ geopolitical construct by aligning with India and the 

ASEAN countries without officially saying so. Central to this shift, however, is the mitigation of 

its China-related risks. 

A year-long diplomatic standoff between Seoul and Beijing over the deployment of a U.S. anti-

missile system  THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defence)  has exposed the dependence of 

Korean companies on Chinese customers and likely exacerbated Seoul’s urgency to diversify 

ties.  
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Later ROK had claimed that it is  aiming for a more “balanced diplomacy,” which would include 

Russia, ASEAN countries, and members of the European Union. 

In Brief India – ROK relations –  

Bilateral relations between India and South Korea, officially known as the Republic of Korea, were 

established in 1962 and upgraded to Ambassador-level in 1973. 

South Korea's open market policies found resonance with India's economic liberalization, and its 'look 

east policy' and 'act east policy', leading to the establishment of strong bilateral relations.
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Level 1 Q) The Visit of the PM led to the Strengthening of Bilateral Relations between India and 

ROK , Elaborate ?  

Level 2 Q) The New Southern Policy of the ROK is  in Line with India ‘s Look East Policy , 

Examine this statement ?  

IRAN MARKS 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF ISLAMIC REVOLUTION- 

About the Iran Revolution –  

Iranian Revolution of 1978–79, also called Islamic Revolution, is a  popular uprising in Iran in 1978–

79 that resulted in the toppling of the monarchy on February 11, 1979, and led to the establishment of 

an Islamic republic. The Revolution led to the  the fall of the Pahlavi dynasty and the rise of the Islamic 

Republic. 
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The Revolution occurred in 1979, in the Muslim majority country of Iran. The reason for the 

revolution was to stop the oppression under the western secular policies of the authoritarian Shah of 

Iran Mohammed Reza Pahlavi .  

Supporters of Ayatollah Khomeini organized protests in opposition to the authoritarian government 

of the Shah. Khomeini became the new Leader of Iran. 98,2% of the Iranians ratified by a referendum 

the creation of the Islamic Republic of Iran under the Leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini (also known 

as Imam Khomeini). Replacing an authoritarian monarchy with a totalitarian theocracy.  

Impact of the Revolution –  

The Iranian revolution was a cataclysmic event that not only transformed Iran completely, but also 

had far-reaching consequences for the world. 

It caused a deep shift in Cold War and global geopolitics. The US not only lost a key strategic ally 

against the communist threat, but it also gained a new enemy.  

Emboldened by developments in Iran, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979. This was 

followed by the eruption of the Iran-Iraq war of 1980, designed to bring down the new Iranian 

theocratic regime. The US supported Saddam Hussein with weapons and training, helping him clinch 

his grip on power in Iraq. 

Shortly after the revolution, Iraq under the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein with huge support from 

US, the Soviet Union and France invaded Iran unsuccessfully producing a war that ended in 1988. 

These two conflicts and the series of events that followed – Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait in 

1991, two Gulf-Wars, the emergence of Al-Qaeda, and the 9/11 terrorist attacks on World Trade 

Centre and subsequent war on terror – defined geo-politics for the last three decades and continues to 

do so today. 

The Iranian revolution also dramatically altered Middle Eastern politics. It flamed a regional sectarian 

cold war between Iran and Saudi Arabia. The revolution challenged Saudi Arabia’s monarchy and its 

claim for leadership of the Muslim world. The religious and ideological cold war between Iran and 

Saudi Arabia continues to this day with their involvement in the Syrian and Yemeni conflicts. 

Another impact of the revolution is the resurgence of political Islam throughout the Muslim world. 

Iran’s success showed that establishing an Islamic state was not just a dream. It was possible to take 

on the West, their collaborating monarchs/dictators and win. 

Throughout the 1980s and 90s, Islamic political parties popped up in almost all Muslim countries, 

aiming to Islamise societies through the instruments of state. They declared the secular model had 

failed to deliver progress and full independence, and the Islamic model was the only alternative. For 

them, the Iranian revolution was proof it could be a reality. 

 

THE WOMEN’S GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY INITIATIVE 

About the Initiative ?  
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It is a Programme by the US government. The initiative will promote women’s economic 

empowerment to increase workforce participation and advance 50 million women globally by 2025. 

 It will direct U.S. policy and programmatic efforts to support women’s workforce development and 

female entrepreneurship while removing employment barriers to foster welcoming environments 

that allow women to fully participate in the economy. 

The Women’s Global Development and Prosperity Initiative also establishes a $50 million fund for 

USAID. The money will be invested in new programs that provide women with the education and 

skills training needed to enter the workforce. It also will be invested in programs that help women 

succeed as entrepreneurs through financing, access to markets and networks as well as in programs 

addressing the legal, regulatory and cultural barriers inhibiting women from working. 

The U.N. Women reported the following facts and figures, supportive of the rationale behind the 

Women’s Global Development and Prosperity Initiative: 

 Globally, women earn approximately 77 percent of what men earn. This percentage does not 

account for self-employment income. 

 Female farmers have more difficulties accessing, controlling and owning land than their male 

counterparts. 

 Women are less likely to be entrepreneurs and more likely to face greater difficulty than men 

when starting their own businesses. 

 Women often are passed over for high leadership positions: Of the Fortune 500 CEOs, only five 

percent of them are women. 

 More than half of the migrant working population are women, many of whom experience poor 

working conditions, limited labor and social protections and are exposed to physical and sexual 

violence. 

 The economic empowerment of women and the promotion of gender equality in the labor 

market are key to achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 Research shows that increasing women’s employment and leadership opportunities directly 

increase organizational effectiveness, inclusive growth, productivity, economic diversification 

and income equality. 

 

U.S. ANNOUNCES TO  PULL OUT FROM INF MISSILE TREATY WITH RUSSIA- 

What is the news about ?  

The U.S. is suspending its obligations under the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty 

with  effect from  February 2 and will withdraw from the treaty in six months .  

What is the INF Treaty ?  

The treaty, signed during the Cold War in 1987, bans ground-launched missiles with a range of 500-

5,500 km. It was key to ending the arms race between the (then) two super powers and helped 

protect the U.S.’s NATO allies in Europe from Soviet missile attacks. Both countries have sea- and air-

launched missiles that fly in these ranges. 
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The INF was signed by Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, it led to nearly 2,700 short- and 

medium-range missiles being eliminated, and an end to a dangerous standoff between US Pershing  

cruise missiles and Soviet SS-20 missiles in Europe. 

The U.S. will formally give Russia and the other treaty parties a formal notice that it is withdrawing 

under Article XV of the Treaty . Article XV mandates a six-month notice period before withdrawal. 

The U.S. in December gave Moscow a 60-day deadline to dismantle missiles it said breached the 

agreement. But Moscow has insisted that the disputed 9M729 missile is allowed under the treaty. 

Why is US pulling out of the Treaty ?  

The Trump and Obama administrations have repeatedly alleged that Russia was violating the treaty 

by deploying a  ground-based cruise missile ( by violating the INF ) , the Novator 9M729  that could 

strike Europe at a short notice . However Russia has denied this  allegation.  

The Russians on the other hand  have raised counter-allegations against the U.S., with regard to 

launchers for antiballistic missile systems in Europe. NATO allies of the US have fully supported the 

decision of US  .   

The collapse of the ( INF) 1987 treaty has sparked fears of a new arms race in Europe. The U.S. has 

also been concerned that China has been gaining a strategic advantage over it as it is not party to the 

treaty and bound by its terms. Withdrawal from the treaty will increase the weapons options for the 

U.S. in the Pacific, where China has increased its influence. 

The Impact  of the Pull Out ?  

 Russia announced pull out from the INF treaty after the announcement came from US .  

 Experts warn of ‘most severe crisis in nuclear arms control since the 1980s’ as Trump confirms 

US will leave INF agreement . If the INF treaty collapses, and with the New Start treaty on 

strategic arms due to expire in 2021, the world could be left without any limits on the nuclear 

arsenals of nuclear states for the first time since 1972.The breakup of the treaty would 

undermine global security and peace .  

 By walking out of the INF treaty, the U.S. may have dragged China and Russia into a new arms 

race .  

 The Chinese expect that the Americans will now reinforce their tactical missiles, both nuclear 

and conventional, in Guam, a large military base in Micronesia, as  the U.S. deterrent in the 

Pacific. 

 It is also expected that the Americans will pack other U.S. bases in the Pacific, especially those 

in Okinawa — a string of islands in the East China Sea that belong to Japan — with 

intermediate range missiles. 

 China is aware that the post-INF missile deployments can significantly undermine its own 

deterrent, especially its mid-range missiles. Currently, the Americans have no answer to 

China’s DF-21D missiles. These weapons have been tailored to destroy U.S. aircraft carriers 

even at a distance of 1,450 km. China recently flaunted its DF-26 ballistic missiles, which can 

deliver a strike on Guam. 

 Beijing would have no choice but to beef up its conventional deterrence by developing 

hypersonic missiles . The next generation of strategic bombers as well as long-range air-

launched cruise missiles could also be on Beijing’s radar. 
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 Thus , by taking the miscalculated step of walking out of the INF treaty, the U.S. may have 

dragged China, as well as Russia, into a new and unpredictable arms race, with the potential of 

destabilising the Indo-Pacific.  

How this will impact India ?  

Peace and Disarmament are one of the  major objectives of India’s foreign policy . As the US conflict 

with Russia deepens, Delhi’s partnership with Moscow on advanced military systems will come under 

increasing scrutiny and pressure. It would be right to assume that the recent controversy over the 

acquisition of S-400 from Russia is just the beginning of a trend. Meanwhile, Russia’s tightening 

military embrace with China also casts a shadow over defence ties between Delhi and Moscow. 

India has called for a peaceful Indo Pacific Region , but the pull out from the INF  will only increase  the 

tension in the region . 

Level 1 Q) What is INF why has it been in News , Do you think that the Cold War rivalry has 

begun again ? Discuss ?   

 

MACEDONIA BECOMES NATO’S 30TH MEMBER  

What is the news about ?  

NATO  states have signed an agreement with Macedonia, clearing the way for the Balkan nation 

to become the military alliance's 30th member. Each Nato member will now need to ratify the 

accession protocol. 

Macedonia is set  to become the  NATO alliance’s 30th member.  An accord with Greece to change the 

name of the former Yugoslav republic to ‘Republic of North Macedonia’ ended one of the world’s 

longest diplomatic disputes, paving the way for Skopje to join NATO and the European Union. 

Greece,  has been arguing  that its neighbor's name implied territorial ambitions on its own province 

of the same name, has blocked Macedonia's efforts to join NATO since 1990; Greece has agreed to 

drop its opposition with the name change. 

NATO is the largest security alliance in the world.  

Russia accused the West of "destabilising" the Balkans by pushing Macedonia and Montenegro to join 

NATO. 

Three other former Yugoslav republics - Slovenia, Croatia and Montenegro - have already joined 

NATO, as have other countries in the Balkan region including Albania, Bulgaria and Romania. 

Russia has also warned NATO against cultivating closer ties with Ukraine and Georgia, two ex-Soviet 

republics that also aspire to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation .  

 

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT  IN GENEVA 
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The UN-sponsored Conference on Disarmament is the only permanent multilateral body for 

negotiating arms control agreements, and in recent years, the body has struggled to reach consensus. 

The United States assumed the Conference on Disarmament presidency. 

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged the United States and Russia to preserve the 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty and to extend the New START Treaty before it expires in 

2021. 

The United States has already begun the process of withdrawing from the Intermediate-Range 

Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty, in response to Moscow's deployment of the 9M729 missile, prompting 

Russia to announce its own withdrawal. 

The Conference of Disarmament is independent of the UN . The Director General of the UN serves as 

the Secretary General of the  Conference. The Conference was set up in 1979 as “ Committee of 

disarmament “ then in 1984 it was renamed as Conference of Disarmament .  

 

GLOBAL GEOPARK STATUS TO LONAR LAKE AND THE ST MARY’S ISLAND  :  

Lonar Lake which is an ancient circular lake created by a meteorite strike in Maharashtra and  The St 

Mary’s Island , a hexagonal mosaic of basaltic rocks in an island off Udupi are poised to become Global 

Geoparks, under a Geological Survey of India (GSI) plan. 

Lonar Lake in Maharashtra and St. Mary’s Island and Malpe beach in coastal Karnataka are the GSI’s 

candidates for UNESCO Global Geopark Network status.  

Lonar lake is the only known meteorite crater in basaltic rock and is world famous, while St. Mary’s 

island is a unique phenomenon that has been preserved well . The crater became a geo-heritage 

site in 1979. It is relatively young geologically, at just 50,000 years old. A meteorite estimated to 

weigh two-million-tonnes slammed into the Earth, creating a 1.83-km diameter crater where the lake 

formed. It is distinguished by a near-perfect, circular ejecta blanket, which refers to earth thrown up 

during the collision, around it. 

St. Mary’s Island, declared a national geo-heritage site in 1975, is estimated to be an 88-million-year-

old formation that goes back to a time when Greater India broke away from Madagascar. 

An aspiring Global Geopark must have a dedicated website, a corporate identity, comprehensive 

management plan, protection plans, finance, and partnerships for it to be accepted. In mid-August, GSI 

moved ahead with the plan, setting a follow-up time frame of 100 days. 

The Geopark tag is akin to that of a ‘World Heritage Site’ for historical monuments that can bring 

India’s famed geological features to the global stage. 

What is a Global Geopark Status :  

UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified geographical areas where sites and landscapes of 

international geological significance are managed with a holistic concept of protection, education and 

sustainable development. 

The TOP 10 Focus areas of the UNESCO’s Global Geoparks are – 
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1. Natural Resources  

2. Science  

3. Climate Change  

4. Geoconservation  

5. Women  

6. Culture  

7. Local And Indigenous Knowledge  

8. Geological Hazards  

9. Sustainable Development  

10. Education  

Geo- Heritage Sites  

Geological Survey of India (GSI) declares geo-heritage sites/ national geological monuments for 

protection and maintenance. The Geological sites are protected in a way to  preserve  the earth’s 

legacy  .  

Geo- Heritage encompasses global, national, statewide, and local features of geology, at all scales that 

are intrinsically important sites or culturally important sites offering information or insights into the 

evolution of the Earth; or into the history of science, or that can be used for research, teaching, or 

reference. 

UK UNVEILS TOUGHER NEW POST-BREXIT IMMIGRATION PLANS- INDIA TO BE 

AFFECTED : 

British PM Teresa May unveiled a major post-Brexit overhaul of the UK's immigration system, which 

she said is aimed at a level playing field for nationals from all countries by ending "freedom of 

movement once and for all" for European Union (EU) citizens. It will be a skills-based system where it 

is workers’ skills that matter, not where they come from.  

The UK government said the new so-called skills-based system will make sure low-skilled 

immigration is brought down.  

The proposals follow a  government-commissioned report from the Migration Advisory Committee 

(MAC) last month, which had recommended that high-skilled workers must be given priority over visa 

applications from low-skilled workers. The report was based on an immigration policy that had a level 

playing field for EU nationals and applicants from other countries, proposals which were accepted by 

the UK Cabinet last week. 

Under the EU’s current free movement rules, citizens from within the 28-member economic bloc have 

so far been able to enter the UK freely and look for work on arrival as opposed to strict visa norms 

that apply to non-EU workers from countries like India. The current cap on skilled workers is set at 

20,700 per year for migrants from non-EU countries like India, something the committee had 

recommended should be done away with. 

Indians may or may not benefit t from the new rules is yet to be ascertained ,  which will focus on 

highly-skilled migration as opposed to low-skilled workers,  an added obligation on companies being 

required to sponsor families of such high-skilled professionals may prove a hurdle in the long term. 
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The new regime is expected to be in place by 2021 once the transition period for Britain's exit from 

the EU is complete. The new system will introduce even further restrictions on the ability of Indian 

workers and their families to come to the U.K. — requiring any family to be sponsored by the 

employer . However, successful applicants would be able to bring their immediate family only if they 

were sponsored by future employers, thereby increasing the potential costs of businesses and putting 

further obstacles in the way of people being able to bring their families to the UK. Under the existing 

system, family members are able to bring family members with them if they meet certain criteria, 

including crossing a certain salary threshold. 

Many questions remained as to what the salary threshold for those coming to the U.K. was going to be. 

The system is already extremely restrictive for workers from India and this is going to make it even 

more so .  

Windrush Generation and Indian Diaspora : :  

The Windrush generation refers to citizens of former British colonies who arrived before 1973, when 

the rights of such Commonwealth citizens to live and work in Britain were substantially curtailed. 

While a large proportion of them were of Jamaican/Caribbean descent, they also included Indians and 

other South Asians.  

Indians who migrated to the UK as Commonwealth citizens before 1971 are estimated as the second-

largest nationality after Jamaicans, the group caught up in the ongoing Windrush scandal that has 

shaken up the UK government .  

The group referred to as the "Windrush generation" relates to a ship named Windrush, which brought 

many of these Jamaican workers to UK shores in 1948. As Britain sought labour from its (then) 

current and former colonies to fill acute labour shortages. The liner has given its name to the whole 

generation of Caribbean citizens who arrived in Britain between 1948 and 1973, encouraged by this 

policy drive.  The scandal emerged as many who arrived as children around that period were 

struggling to access state services or even threatened with deportation because they did not possess 

any documents to prove they arrived before 1973. 

Under a toughening immigration regime brought in in recent years, and bureaucratic mess-ups that 

resulted in documentation being lost by the government, many of these men and women have begun 

to be penalised for failing to have the right documentation and were being treated as illegal 

immigrants. 

The Indian government has repeatedly disputed the UK's claim that as many as 100,000 illegal Indians 

are currently in the country. It questions the validity of that figure, given the lack of any exit checks on 

the UK border. 

 

VISIT  OF UN CHIEF  ANTONIO   GUETERES  TO INDIA .   

The visit of the UN Secretary General Antonio Gueteres to India was coincided with the 

commencement of the Celebrations to mark the 150th Birth Anniversary of the Father of the Nation .  

During his visit he attended the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention . He had a Long 

discussion with the PM Modi   . He delivered a Lecture at the Indian Habitat Centre . He also 
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participated in the 2nd Re-Invest and the First  Assembly of the International Solar Alliance  and the 

Energy Ministers Meet of the Indian Ocean  Rim Association .  

Antonio Discussed a Range of issues :  

UN Reforms : Minister Of External Affairs  had recently said that the UN is becoming Defunct like the 

League of Nations . She called for UN Reforms during the UNSG Visit . The Security Council we have 

today represents the geopolitical situation that prevailed at the end of the World War II. The world 

has changed dramatically since then. The Council today doesn't correspond to the realities of the 

world and is unable to address the challenges. It is clear that one aspect of reforms would be to 

increase the number of permanent members. 

India is a member of the G4  along  with Brail , Japan , Germany all who which aim for permanent seats 

in the UNSC and whose   economic and political influence has grown significantly in the last decades, 

reaching a scope comparable to the permanent members (P5).  The G4 bid is opposed by the United 

for Consensus ( also called the Coffee Club ) that opposes any expansion of the UNSC permanent seats .  

The Coffee Club under the leadership of Italy calls for consensus before any decision is taken .  India 

has until now been a non – permanent member of the UNSC 7 times .  

The UNSC has 15 members . Five of those (mostly powers who emerged victorious in the World War 

II), including the US, UK, France, China and Russia are permanent members. These members have the 

all-important veto power . The other 10 are non-permanent members that hold office for 2 years .  

India has a population of 1.3 billion, is  a global economic powerhouse,   have one of the largest 

contingents of peacekeepers protecting civilians in different parts of the world, and   are deeply 

engaged in all the central activities of the UN including climate change issues. Moreover, India is  a 

vibrant democracy. So there is no reason for people to say that India does not belong to the category 

that qualifies for a permanent seat .  

The problem is, for a change in the structure and composition of the Security Council we need five 

positive votes from the five permanent members of the council. Till now, the possibility of making this 

change has been blocked.  

India has been calling for the reform of the UNSC since many years . The changed geopolitical scenario 

calls for a reform of the UNSC that continues with the  members  formed in the aftermath of the World 

War II . The Reforms are mainly been called in – 

 Membership of the UNSC . 

 Regional representation in the UNSC . 

 Veto power of the UNSC . 

 The Working of the UNSC and its relationship with the UNGA . 

India  would want a permanent membership to the UNSC for two reasons. : 

First, the veto power, which India could use to defend its interests, say against Pakistan (just like 

Russia did last year over the civil war in Ukraine). 

 Second, the sheer prestige associated with permanent membership of a multilateral forum. India’s 

elevation will also be an acknowledgment of its rise as a global power, ready to play a key role in the 

council’s objectives of international peace and security. 
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India also believes that the UNSC, which was constituted in 1945 after the World War II, does not 

reflect the geopolitical realities—the emergence of a multipolar world order largely thanks to the rise 

of developing economies like China, Brazil and India.  

Also, India is the largest contributor to the UN Peacekeeping Operations (UNPKO), with nearly 

180,000 troops serving in 44 missions since it was established. India is also among the highest 

financial contributors to the UN, with the country making regular donations to several UN organs like 

the United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF). 

Who opposes?    :     India’s nuclear-armed rival Pakistan has been leading the opposition to its 

inclusion in the UNSC’s list of permanent members. Other countries, part of an interest group called 

the “Uniting for Consensus” (UfC), also curiously called “The Coffee Club”, formed in 1995, are 

opposed to India (and the 

 

G4’s bid) for permanent seats. Italy, Pakistan, Mexico and Egypt were founder members of the UfC. 

The list also includes Argentina, South Korea, Spain, Turkey and Indonesia. 

The reform of the Security Council can only take place if two-thirds of UN member states vote in 

favour, along with an affirmative vote from all the permanent members, who enjoy the veto power. 

Effectively, even if India secures the support of two-thirds of UN members, who are present and 

voting, it would still need the five permanent members to not use the veto and thereby, prevent the 

adoption of the reform process. 

 

 

INDIA SENDS RELIEF MATERIAL TO INDONESIA AFTER EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAMI  

India dispatched two aircraft and three naval ships carrying relief material to provide assistance to 

earthquake and tsunami victims. Operation Samudra Maitri' for humanitarian assistance was 

launched after a telephonic conversation between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Indonesian 

President Joko Widodo .  

The death toll in Indonesia's twin quake-tsunami disaster, which decimated parts of the central 

Indonesian island of Sulawesi, has already climbed to nearly 1,400. The magnitude 7.5 earthquake 

struck at dusk on Friday and generated a tsunami said to have been as high as 6 metres (nearly 20 

feet) in places. 

Two Indian Air Force aircraft -- C-130J and C-17 – departed along with , Medical Team and Relief 

Material .  Three Indian Navy ships -- INS Tir, INS Sujatha and INS Shardul -- have also been mobilised 

to carry out humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR). 

Indonesia Islands  and the twin  Earth quake and tsunami :  

Indonesia is  a group of volcanic islands and is tectonically unstable as it lies of the Pacific Ring 

of Fire that is a region of subduction and where most of the volcanic islands  are situated  and 

where the Indo-Australian Plate and the Pacific Plate are pushed under the Eurasian plate . A 
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string of volcanoes runs through Sumatra, Java, Bali and Nusa Tenggara, and then to the Banda 

Islands of Maluku to northeastern Sulawesi .  

The Major islands of Indonesia are SUNDA , SUMATRA  , JAVA , BORNEO , SULAWESI  , MALUKU , 

NEW GUINEA  .  

 

A magnitude 7.5 earthquake struck Indonesia’s Central Sulawesi province on Sept. 28, 2018, 

triggering a tsunami and landslides that caused widespread destruction and loss of life. More than 

2,000 people are known to have died and at least 2,500 are seriously injured, according to the 

Indonesia disaster management agency. 

The Central Sulawesi quake occurred less than two months after a series of earthquakes struck 

Indonesia’s Lombok island. 

Indonesia is an archipelago that includes thousands of volcanic islands, which are created over time as 

plates shift and molten rock, or magma, exerts pressure. The Southeast Asian country is located on the 

Pacific Ring of Fire, where slabs of the earth’s crust — tectonic plates — clash, creating earthquakes 

when the plates shove against one another. Ninety percent of earthquakes occur along the Ring of 

Fire. 

The Epicentre of the 7.5 magnitude Earthquake was at Palu on the Sulawesi Islands . Indonesia is 

situated on the boundary of the Indo Australian Plate that  pushes into the Eurasian plate as it  is a 

convergent boundary zone .  
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INDIA AND AFRICA  

 

INDIA AND SOUTH AFRICA TO REVISE 22 YEAR  STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP  

India and South Africa signed  an agreement to further deepen their strategic partnership following 

the visit of  South African President Cyril Ramaphosa here. The South African President is the Chief 

guest for the Republic Day Celebrations .  

India and South Africa will update their Strategic Partnership by agreeing on a comprehensive 

“roadmap” on the way ahead, as well as relaxing visa restrictions . 

About the strategic Partnership -  

The Three-Year Strategic Programme of Cooperation is aimed at enhancing the Strategic Partnership 

Agreement  called ( RED FORT DECLARATION ) that was signed in 1997 by Prime Minister H.D. Deva 

Gowda and South African President Nelson Mandela in 1997.  

All aspects the partnership would be reviewed and updated with a three-year plan of action on 

security cooperation, trade and investment, tourism, harnessing the ‘blue economy’, maritime 

cooperation, agriculture, science and technology projects. 

The two sides are also expected to explore new defence deals in the backdrop of the lifting of a 13-

year old ban on South African defence firm Denel that was barred from doing business in India since 

2005. 

Forums of cooperation - India and South Africa mutually  cooperate  and coordinate  in many forums 

like BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa), G-20, Indian Ocean Rim Association and IBSA 

(India, Brazil, South Africa) . Both countries are working together to bring about reforms in the UN 

Security Council. India is now the second largest trading partner of South Africa. India is a partner in 

South Africa's efforts in skill development,  and a Gandhi-Mandela Skills Institute will soon be opened 

in Pretoria. This is the fourth  meeting of Ramaphosa with Modi within  a year . 
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Trade between India and South Africa is on the up-swing, and has crossed the 10 billion dollar mark in 

2017-18. Two major business initiatives in 2018 have helped this along. One was the India-South 

Africa Business Summit held in Johannesburg in April 2018. The other was Invest in India Business 

Forum, also in Johannesburg in November 2018. India could also partner with South Africa in Start-

ups, Health care & Pharma, Bio-tech, IT and IT enabled sectors. 

India also invited South Africa to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA) and congratulated it on 

securing the non-permanent membership of the UN Security Council for 2019-20. 

The Navies of both the countries will participate in the  India-Africa Field Training Exercise next 

March. Both are a part of the Indian Ocean and reiterated the role of the Indian Ocean Naval 

Symposium (IONS) that ensures freedom of navigation by keeping sea lanes free and secure. 

Speaking at the first IBSA Gandhi-Mandela Freedom Lecture, organised by the Indian Council of World 

Affairs, Mr. Ramaphosa highlighted the common heritage of struggle and the common aspiration of 

non-discriminatory national and international politics between both the countries . 

Importance of the Visit –  

Partnership between India and South Africa, both advanced developing countries and emerging 

economies, seeks to fulfil larger goals of political freedom, economic development and social justice, 

not just of the two countries but of their respective regions. South African President Cyril 

Ramaphosa’s state visit to India and his participation in the Republic Day celebrations as chief guest 

present an opportunity to renew and reinvigorate the near-quarter century of ties between the two 

countries of Asia and Africa. 

Strengthening the India-South Africa partnership is vital in the context of Africa’s development, 

especially to provide a viable alternative to the China model. The fast-growing and fast prospering 

population of Africa will present itself as a major opportunity for the rest of the world. India has 

historic ties with several countries of the continent, such as the nearly 1.5 million people of Indian 

origin in South Africa, which would help India make good on that opportunity. Their problems and 

aspirations put India and a variety of African countries on the same side of multinational attempts to 

tackle global challenges such as climate change, keeping trade open and avoiding big power 

domination. India and South Africa give these efforts an institutional framework through forums such 

as the G20, the Indian Ocean Rim Association, Brics and IBSA. Robust maritime security in the Indian 

Ocean is not of just bilateral significance. 

The Asia-Africa Growth Corridor is an ambitious plan by Japan and India to pool their resources — 

financial, technical, local knowledge and goodwill — to expand opportunities for African nationals 

while extending the soft power of both India and Japan. India should use this opportunity to expand 

its strategic power and influence .  

Level  1 Q) What is Red Fort Declaration , explain why it was in news ?  

Level 2 Q) Strategic Partnership between Indian and South Africa has been upgraded , explain ?  

 

 UNESCO –  
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UNESCO is a specialised agency of the UN formed in 1946 . It has its headquarters at Paris in France  . 

Its declared purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international collaboration 

through educational, scientific, and cultural reforms in order to increase universal respect for justice, 

the rule of law, and human rights along with fundamental freedom .  

UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major programs: education, natural sciences, 

social/human sciences, culture and communication/information. 

 Projects sponsored by UNESCO include literacy, technical, and teacher-training programs, 

international science programs, the promotion of independent media and freedom of the press, 

regional and cultural history projects, the promotion of cultural diversity, translations of world 

literature, international cooperation agreements to secure the world's cultural and natural heritage 

(World Heritage Sites) and to preserve human rights, and attempts to bridge the worldwide digital 

divide. It is also a member of the United Nations Development Group .  

THE PRESIDENT’S 3 NATION TOUR TO THE AFRICAN CONTINENT – EQUITORIAL GUINEA 

, SWAZILAND , ZAMBIA  

About the visit ; 

The visit would further deepen India's relation with the African nations. The President's visit to 

Equatorial Guinea and Swaziland will be the first-ever visit by any head of state of India. President 

Kovind's visit to Zambia is taking place after 29 years.The visit comes at the invitation of Equatorial 

Guinea President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo. 

Last month, President Kovind undertook a two-nation visit to Madagascar and Mauritius 

 EQUITORIAL GUINEA  

India and Equatorial Guinea sign four agreements;  Both countries express deep concern over the 

rising threats of terrorism, call for strengthening  cooperation in fight against this menace. India will 

assist Equatorial Guinea in agriculture, mining, health, telecommunications and IT. 

The two countries agreed to work together at UN, where Equatorial Guinea has just begun a two year 

term on the Security Council.  EG has first time  been selected as a non-Permanent Member of United 

Nations Security Council for the 2018-19 term  . Both countries reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral 

ties between the two countries. They agreed to further enhance the bilateral ties in the spirit of South-

South Cooperation. 

They also expressed deep concern over the rising threats of terrorism and called for further 

strengthening cooperation in fight against terror. India called for early implementation of the   

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT) proposed by India at the United 

Nations.   The leaders call for an urgent need for reforms of the UN Security Council to make it more 

representative and reflective on the geo-political realities in the 21st Century. 

India has offered assistance to set up an Entrepreneurial Development Centre and an English 

Language Laboratory in Equatorial Guinea. He signed  three MoUs  – in the fields of AYUSH and 

traditional medicine; medicinal plants; and an action plan for Information and Communication 

Technology. 
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INDIA AND SWAZILAND  

President of India becomes first visiting Head of State to address Parliament of Swaziland; India 

commits to cooperation in Health and Agriculture, to build new Parliament building . 

Highlights of the meeting ; 

India would facilitate establishing a Centre of Agricultural Excellence in Swaziland. He also said 

that India would develop an irrigation system in the Lubuyane region. India has helped Swaziland 

increase its maize production . 

To support the Swaziland National Disaster Management Agency, India has offered US$ 1 million as 

well as foodgrains. Swaziland suffered the El  Nino and 2 years of drought .  

The President inaugurated the Royal Science and Technology Park this morning.  The Park has been 

developed and built with the assistance of India. 

The King also conferred the Order of the Lion on the President. This is the highest civilian honour 

Swaziland bestows on a non-citizen. 

India and Swaziland signed two agreements — on health cooperation; and on visa waivers for those 

travelling on official and diplomatic passports. 

INDIA AND ZAMBIA  

 The Presidential Visit to Zambia is taking place after 29 years. 

 The President ceremonially commenced work on the 93-km Lusaka Traffic Decongestion 

Project . The Lusaka Traffic Decongestion Project has received substantial financial support 

from the government of India and is being executed by an Indian company, AFCONS 

Infrastructure. 

 The President visited the famous  Victoria Falls. 

 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Zambia in the field of Judicial 

Cooperation. During recent years, social, cultural and commercial relations between India 

and Zambia have developed in the positive direction. Signing of an agreement on 

cooperation in the field of justice will further enhance good relations between the two 

countries and add new dimensions in the field of judicial reforms. The President said that 

India and Zambia have a shared commitment to democratic governance, rule of law, human 

rights and inclusive development. Our economic cooperation is on track but we both desire 

to do more.  

 Indian companies, President Kovind said, have been encouraged by the economic policies of 

the government of Zambia. They are keen to create new ventures in partnership with the 

Zambian people and local communities. The Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement that we 

have signed will give a boost to our economic engagement. There is a lot that “Smart 

Zambia” and “Digital India” can share; the Indian growth story and Zambian economic 

strengths should support and build on each other.   

 President’s visit to Equatorial Guinea, Swaziland and Zambia would be his third visit to the 

African Continent. The visit of the President would further deepen our relations with the 

African nations. 

Q) Summarise the visit of the president to the African countries ?  
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INDIA AND MYANMAR – INDIA KEEN ON SIGNING AGREEMENT TO STREAMLINE FREE 

MOVEMENT ALONG BORDER. 

Myanmar has indefinitely deferred signing an agreement with India to streamline the free movement 

of people within 16 km along the border. India is keen to sign the agreement but Myanmar — citing 

“domestic compulsions” — but Myanmar  has asked  for more time before the agreement is sealed. 

Border passes:To give it shape, the Centre had asked four States — Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, 

Manipur and Mizoram — that share the unfenced border with Myanmar to distribute “border pass” to 

all the residents living within 16 km from the border.The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has 

been deferred twice in the past seven months. 

It was to be signed in September last year when Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Naypyidaw for 

a bilateral visit. India tried to again push the agreement in January when Myanmar’s State Counsellor 

Aung San Suu Kyi was in New Delhi with nine ASEAN leaders as chief guest for the Republic Day 

parade. 

Advantage will be the Regulated movement: 

As per the proposal, there would have been no restrictions on the movement of people across the 

borders once the agreement would be signed  . The domiciles were to be allotted border passes and 

those going across for agriculture, work or to meet relatives should carry the pass at all times . Both 

the countries intend to put a system in place after India raised the issue of movement of extremists 

and smugglers freely across the border. 

VISIT OF PRESIDENT TO MAURITIUS AND MADAGASCAR  

 

1. INDIA AND MAURITIUS  ; 

President Ram Nath Kovind  visited  the island nations of Madagascar and Mauritius in the Indian 

Ocean, a region vital to India's strategic interests. Kovind was the chief guest at the celebrations 

commemorating the 50th year of the independence of Mauritius .  

In 1834, the first indentured labourers from India reached these shores. The Indian community in 

Mauritius comprises those who trace their roots to a variety of Indian states, from Bihar and Uttar 

Pradesh to Tamil Nadu to Gujarat to several others. The president  urged them to become a living 

bridge between Mauritius and India, and Mauritius and individual states of India. 

Significance of the  Visit   : The visits assume significance as these African countries lie in the Indian 

Ocean, considered India's backyard and also a region that has been witnessing growing Chinese naval 

presence. After assuming office last year, Kovind had visited Ethiopia and Djibouti. 

World Hindi Secretariat : President  Kovind  also inaugurated  the World Hindi Secretariat that is 

coming up in Mauritius, besides laying the foundation stone of an ENT hospital and also the social 

housing projects. 
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India announced a new Line of Credit of USD 100 million for defence procurement by the Government 

of Mauritius. It offered a Multi-Purpose Offshore Patrol Vessel (MPOPV) to Mauritius to augment its 

security capacity. 

The other Agreements/MoUs exchanged today were an MoU on cooperation between Nalanda 

University in Bihar and Mauritius; an MoU on the establishment of an Ayurveda Chair at the 

University of Mauritius; an MoU between the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) in India and 

the Public Service Commission of Mauritius, whereby the UPSC will provide necessary assistance for 

capacity building to its Mauritian counterpart; and an agreement to facilitate cultural exchanges 

between the two countries. 

The President visited Ganga Talao and the Apravasi Ghat World Heritage Site to pay his tributes. 

Both these sites are held in great reverence by the Indian community in Mauritius. Apravasi Ghat 

represents the location where members of the early Indian community arrived in Mauritius as 

indentured labourers in the 19th century. 

The President said that Mauritius is a gateway to the Indian Ocean Region and to Africa. It can serve as 

a hub for Indian companies looking to access the African mainland. As the proverbial “Star and Key” of 

the Indian Ocean, Mauritius has a natural convergence of interests with India. Our cooperation in 

maritime security and counter-terrorism has been exemplary. 

Mauritius is one of the largest participating countries in the Indian Technical and Economic 

Cooperation programme. Over 300 young people from here undergo civilian and defence related 

training in India each year. Under India’s Africa Scholarships programme – part of the India Africa 

Forum Summit initiative – each year 97 scholarships are offered to Mauritian students for higher 

education. 

2. INDIA AND MADAGASCAR ( CAPITAL –  ANTANANARIVO ) :  

The visit of the president to Madagascar will also be the first ever visit by an Indian VVIP to the island 

nation .  

The central government aims to develop closer ties with the Indian Ocean countries amid China’s 

growing proximity with the littoral states and India’s own interest in securing the sea lines of 

communications in the Indian Ocean. 

In 2015, Modi undertook a five-day tour of — Seychelles, Mauritius and Sri Lanka—three countries 

that are located strategically in the Indian Ocean region. During the PM’s visit to Mauritius, the two 

sides signed five bilateral agreements and India extended a $500 million line of credit.Madagascar has 

had close maritime trade links with India since the 18th century. 

President Kovind’s visit to the nation is expected to bridge the gap in high level visits between the two 

countries. When minister of state for finance, Santosh Kumar Gangwar, visited Madagascar in October 

2016, it was after 21 years that an Indian minister visited the country. 

Grand Cross of Special Class to the President : The President was conferred the Grand 

Cross of the Second Class by the President of Madagascar. This is the highest honour Madagascar 

bestows on a non-citizen. The President thanked the Government of Madagascar for the honour. He 

said this special gesture will go a long way in strengthening our warm and friendly relations. 
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India is keen to enhance and strengthen its partnership with Madagascar. India has been sharing its 

developmental experience with Madagascar and happy to cooperate in fields of human development 

such as health, education and sanitation. India was glad to gift the “Bhabha-tron”, a cancer therapy 

machine, to Madagascar for improving healthcare facilities. 

India is ready to help in building infrastructure projects in energy, roads and port development, all of 

which are crucial to Madagascar’s development. We are keen to bring in expertise and replicate 

infrastructural success stories in other African countries through India’s LOC financing, President 

Kovind said. 

 To facilitate its financial assistance programme, India has decided to offer Madagascar a USD 80.7 

million LoC for agriculture and mechanisation. 

The President inaugurated the Centre for Geo-informatics Applications in Rural Development. This 

Centre will support communities in Madagascar in using geospatial technologies for a host of 

applications in rural development, and will strengthen bilateral cooperation in agriculture and related 

areas. 

Q) Summarise the visit to Madagascar and Mauritius  ,, what is the importance of these 

countries to india ?  

Map of These two and the entire map of Indian Ocean ;  

 

 

INDIA AND EUROPE  

 

INDIA AND NORWAY –  

Norwegian  PM  Erna Solberg  visited India in January 2019 As the first foreign leader this year to visit 

India  . She  delivered  the inaugural address at the Raisina Dialogue and addressed the  India-Norway 

Business Summit. 

About the India Norway Relation-  

India and Norway enjoy close and multifaceted ties and economic and technical cooperation are 

important facets of the bilateral relations. More than 100 Norwegian companies have invested in India 

in areas such as ship-building, petroleum related services, hydropower, clean energy and IT services. 

Several major Indian companies are also present in Norway. The annual India-Nordic trade is about 

$5.3 billion. The cumulative Nordic FDI into India has been recorded at $2.5 billion. 

India  and Norway have strong cooperation at the international level and both the countries 

coordinate closely on issues such as UN Security Council reforms, multilateral export control regimes 

and terrorism. India and Norway are successfully cooperating in the field of mother and child health 

under the Norway-India partnership initiative. 

Highlights -  
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i. India and Norway have agreed to closely collaborate on ocean economy and achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. The Norwegian PM also quoted Mahatma Gandhi while 

speaking of sustainable development in these changing times. "To paraphrase the great 

Mahatma Gandhi: there is still enough for everyone's need, but still not enough for 

everyone's greed," she said. 

ii. The two countries also decided to step up bilateral trade. 

iii. The two sides signed a MoU on India-Norway Ocean Dialogue and the establishment of the 

Joint Task Force on 'Blue Economy' under aegis of the MoU, in order to promote multi-sectoral 

cooperation in various aspects of Blue Economy.  

iv. Norway lauded India for respecting maritime boundaries and Law of the Sea 

v. MoU signed for increasing cooperation in ocean-based industries 

vi. PM Modi thanked Norway for supporting India's membership for Missile Technology Control 

Regime . Both work closely in the UNSC . India expressed its appreciation for Norway's support 

towards India's accession to the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), the Wassenaar 

Arrangement (WA) and the Australia Group (AG). 

vii. Norway supported India's application for membership of the Nuclear Suppliers' Group and 

reaffirmed its commitment to work constructively within the Group with the aim of reaching a 

positive outcome regarding Indian membership 

Indians In Norway –  

As many as 12,924 Indians (9,485 Person of Indian Origins (PIO) and 3,439 NRIs) are in Norway. 

According to the official Norwegian Immigration Department figures, India has become the leading 

source of foreign skilled professionals working in Norway. The number of skilled professionals from 

India went up from just 100 in 2005 to around 2000 in 2014. 

Importance of the Visit –  

Norwegian capability in shipping, port management, fishing, defence and energy is globally known. India 

seeks Norwegian partnerships in these areas to support its own programmes such as Make in India, 

Smart Cities, Clean India, Start-up India and the Sagarmala project. 

The visit of Prime Minister of Norway will provide an opportunity to review the progress in bilateral 

cooperation between the two countries and discuss ways to further expand the multifaceted 

partnership in areas of common interest.   

Level 1 Q) Norway is one of the most Developed Countries in the world , analyse its 

relationship with India , what are the highlights of the recent visit of the Norwegian PM to India 

?  

Prelims – Map  of Nordic countries , Norway .  

 

INDIA , SWEDEN AND THE “ FIRST NORDIC SUMMIT “ :  

This is the first visit of an Indian PM to Sweden in 30 years the Last was by Rajiv Gandhi in 1988 .   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has embarked on a  visit to Stockholm where   met the prime ministers 

of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden ( FINDS ) as part of the first  “India-Nordic 
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summit “.It will be only the second time that all five Nordic countries will have a summit with one 

country ( India ) , the only other time was with the United States during Barack Obama’s term.  

India is keen to build closer ties with the Nordic countries. In particular, close cooperation in the 

critical sectors of infrastructure, green energy , waste management , fishing , investments , cyber 

security , Information and Technology and Defence   etc . The Nordic countries are known for 

their expertise in these areas , especially  India  is looking forward  to the co-operation in these 

areas . Countries like Sweden or Denmark are looking to boost trade with India, they support free 

trade as opposed to protectionism as India does .   

For India, it will mark another first. It will be the first time India and Denmark will put behind an 

uncomfortable phase in their bilateral ties for a summit-level meeting, the first since the Purulia arms 

drop case soured relations between New Delhi and Copenhagen. 

 

INDIA AND SWEDEN ;  

( Capital Stockholm – Currency Swedish Kroner ) 

India and Sweden share values of democracy, rule of law, respect of human rights, pluralism and a 

rule-based international order. 

India  and Sweden  have been focused on building a strategic partnership. Sweden supported India in 

its membership of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and has extended full support to 

India’s bid for its pending membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) .  

Sweden has a long history of investments in India. As per October 2017 government data, there are 

over 170 Swedish joint ventures and wholly-owned subsidiaries in the country. Several large Swedish 

companies -- Ericsson, Swedish Match (WIMCO), SKF and ASEA (later to become ABB), IKEA  -- had 

entered India even before it won independence. 
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Sweden has been interested in India’s  “ Make In India Programme “ , and the Swedish PM had visited 

Sweden in 2016 for the  first Make In India summit in Mumbai . Both the countries showed interest in 

the Joint Development of Saab’s Gripen , a single engine fighter jet that is the world’s best .  

Saab, which has a joint venture with the Adani group, is also interested in manufacturing very-short-

range air defence (VSHORAD) missile systems in the country.Sweden has many sustainable modern 

solutions to offer India . 

New  Strategic Innovation Partnership : The two leaders presented a new innovation partnership 

agreement, for which the Swedish government will assign 50 million kronor to research agency 

Vinnova to develop smart cities the partnership covers several areas, including smart cities, 

transportation and eMobility, energy, clean technologies, new materials, space, circular and bio-based 

economy, and health and life sciences. 

To further promote bilateral cooperation, they decided on the following India-Sweden Joint Action 

Plan, under which India and Sweden, through relevant ministries, agencies and actors, aim to: 

Innovation: 

    Initiate a multi-stake holder Innovation Partnership for a Sustainable Future, to solve major 

problems affecting humanity .     Carry out dialogue and cooperative activities in the field of 

intellectual property rights under the MoU signed between the Swedish Patent Registration Office 

and the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion of India. 

Trade and investment: 

    Encourage trade and facilitate investment in both directions, such as Sweden’s investment in India 

through ‘Invest India’ and Indian investment in Sweden through ‘Business Sweden’. -    Encourage the 

work of the India-Sweden Business Leaders Round Table (ISBLRT) to further strengthen India-

Sweden business cooperation within inter alia smart cities, digitization, skills development and 

defence . 

Smart Cities and Next Generation Transport : 

    Exchange knowledge and explore cooperation on smart cities, including transit-oriented urban 

development, air pollution control, waste management, waste-to-energy, waste-water treatment, 

district cooling and circular economy, including through dialogue and capacity building. - 

    Exchange know-how and explore cooperation in the areas of electro-mobility as well as renewable 

fuels ,  the area of railways, such asrailway policy development, safety, training and operation and 

maintenance of railways. 

Smart, sustainable and renewable energy:    Collaborate in the development of smart grid 

technologies . 

Women’s skills development and empowerment: 

    Encourage joint efforts towards women’s empowerment by skilling employment and 

entrepreneurship opportunities for womenthrough projects such as "Kraftsamla”- a project 

undertaken by Swedish and Indian actors in Pune, Maharashtra which provides skills training for 
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women in jobs suitable for industry such as forklift drivers, warehouse managers, assembly operators 

and more. 

Defence : 

    Dialogue , protection of defence information and     Encourage industry partners to develop supply 

chains for small and medium sized enterprises (SME) with major Defence & Aerospace Original 

Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) 

Space and science : 

    Encourage the space agencies and other space entities to enhance space cooperation under the 

Memorandum of Understanding, particularly in Earth observation, planetary exploration and satellite 

ground station activities, through inter alia an Indo-Swedish Space Seminar and a visit by an Indian 

delegation to Swedish space establishments.    Explore possible collaboration between the European 

Spallation Source (ESS), hosted by Sweden, and Indian partners. 

Health and Life Sciences :    Enhance collaboration on the priority issues identified in the field of 

health, such as health research, pharmacovigilance and anti-microbial resistance, under the 

Memorandum of Understanding in the field of health care and public health. 

Sweden is home to more than 20000 members of Indian diaspora, including around 2000 Indian 

students studying in various institutions. 

 Level 1 Q) As the visit of the PM to visit took place after 3 decades , what are the highlights of 

the visit , and what are the areas of co-operation agreed upon ?  

Prelims : Map .  

INDIA AND THE FIRST NORDIC SUMMIT ;  

The five Nordic countries comprise Finland , Iceland , Norway , Denmark , Sweden ( FINDS )  :  

India and five Nordic countries on Tuesday reaffirmed the importance of free trade as a catalyst for 

achieving inclusive growth and realising the Sustainable Development Goals amid rising protectionist 

tendencies displayed powerful economies. 

The six Prime Ministers at their first ever summit jointly hosted by India and Sweden also 

acknowledged that terrorism and violent extremism are major challenges for the international 

community. They discussed global security, including cyber security, based on their shared values of 

human rights, democracy and the rule of law, and their commitment to uphold the rules-based 

international system in the backdrop of China's ambitions that has challenged rules based global 

order. 

Nordic Countries agreed to India’s Membership to NSG and the Security Council  : The Nordic 

countries welcomed India’s application for membership of the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group and 

reaffirmed their commitment to work constructively within the Group with the aim of reaching a 

positive outcome at the earliest opportunity. 

The Nordic countries agree that India is a strong candidate for a permanent seat in a reformed 

Security Council expanded with both permanent and non-permanent members. 
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During the Summit, the Prime Ministers pledged to deepen cooperation between the Nordic countries 

and India, and focused their discussions on key issues related to global security, economic growth, 

innovation and climate change. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed the importance of free trade as a 

catalyst for achieving inclusive growth and realising the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The Prime Ministers acknowledged that innovation and digital transformation drive growth in an 

interconnected world, and underpin a growing engagement between the Nordic countries and India. 

The role of the Nordic countries as global innovation leaders was underlined. The Nordic approach to 

innovation systems, characterised by a strong collaboration between public sector, private sector and 

academia, was discussed, and synergies were identified with India’s rich pool of talent and skills. 

The Summit emphasised the Indian Government’s strong commitment to innovation and digital 

initiatives as key to prosperity and sustainable development, with national flagship programmes such 

as Make in India, Startup India, Digital India and Clean India. Nordic solutions in clean technologies, 

maritime solutions, port modernisation, food processing, health, life-sciences and agriculture were 

mentioned. The Summit welcomed the Nordic Sustainable Cities Project aimed at supporting the 

Smart Cities .. 

As the biggest producer of geothermal energy in the world, 90 per cent of Iceland’s energy needs are 

drawn through renewables. Iceland hopes that it can share its expertise in developing environment-

friendly technology with India. 

The small Nordic countries with an annual collective trade of merely 5.3 billion USD with India want 

to expedite FTA (Free Trade Agreement) talks to enhance commerce. 

The summit was hosted by India and Sweden jointly .  

Level 1 Q) What are the outcomes of the first India Nordic Summit , In what  way can India gain 

from the co-operation , Analyse  ? 

Level 2 Q) Do you think the new Global  Normal  of Protectionism is pushing India to widen its 

relationship to different countries  and to rejuvenate the relationship with the neglected ones ?  

Prelims : About the visit , the map of the countries ; 

ANALYSIS OF THE INDIA – NORDIC COUNTRIES RELATIONSHIP AND THE RECENT VISIT ; 

After decades of neglect, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Sweden has finally underscored that 

relationship with the Nordic states is an important part of rapidly evolving Indian foreign policy 

priorities.  

This was not only the first visit of an Indian Prime Minister to Sweden in 30 years, but also an attempt 

to reach out to the wider Nordic region with the first India-Nordic summit, which saw India interact 

with the prime ministers of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden on a single platform. 

New Delhi’s focus in its foreign policy, for far too long, has been on traditional western powers with 

the United States on one side and major European powers like the United Kingdom, France, and 

Germany on the other. The result was a complete neglect of advanced Nordic nations with whom India 

shares some significant political and economic complementarities and which rank the highest along 

various human developments indices. The Bofors scandal also cast its own shadow on relations with 

Sweden in particular, with a reluctance on the part of India to move beyond past troubles. On the 
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other hand, the Nordic states too were absorbed in trying to manage their European identities in 

multiple ways and India was not really on their radar. 

But with the changing global context in which states like China and Russia are busy remolding the 

rules of global governance to their advantage and with India standing out as an economic powerhouse 

with strong democratic credentials and the goal to reach a Double Digit GDP , the discourse in the 

Nordic states too has undergone a dramatic shift. A strong partnership with India is now seen as not 

only desirable, but an imperative of changing global realities.  The visit therefore comes at an 

appropriate time and India’s outreach to the wider Nordic region with the first India-Nordic summit is 

most welcome. 

India and Sweden are working on reviving their traditionally strong defense ties in light of Sweden’s 

interest in proposing the Saab Group’s Gripen-E single-engine jet fighter for the Indian Air Force, with 

a Request for Information having been issued earlier this month to Stockholm. India and Sweden have 

decided to set up a common task force on cyber security and are working towards finalizing a bilateral 

agreement on exchange. Additionally, their talks include mutual protection of classified information 

for cooperation in the defense area as well as encouraging private sector stakeholders to develop 

supply chains for small and medium sized enterprises with major defense and aerospace original 

equipment manufacturers. 

The highlight of Modi’s visit to Sweden, however, was the signing of the Joint Innovation Partnership 

pact and adoption of the Joint Action Plan. The Joint Innovation Partnership is aimed at embedding 

the wider relationship in a larger innovation ecosystem in order to “initiate a multi-stakeholder 

Innovation Partnership for a Sustainable Future, underpinning the mutual commitment to drive 

prosperity and growth and address societal challenges such as climate change and sustainable 

development through innovation.” 

Issues such as trade, growth, global security, smart cities, renewable energy, and climate change were 

also on the agenda of India’s broader engagement with the Nordic countries. The first India-Nordic 

summit reaffirmed the commitment of both sides to work towards supporting free trade as a catalyst 

for achieving inclusive growth and realising the Sustainable Development Goals at a time when major 

economic powers are becoming protectionist and tariff wars are becoming the new normal. Being the 

beneficiaries of the rules based global order, it is important for India and the Nordic states to raise 

their voice against the challenges emanating from some emerging and some extant powers towards 

the multilateral normative order. 

In this context, India received key support from the Nordic countries for its membership of the 

Nuclear Suppliers’ Group (NSG) and a seat at the United Nations Security Council as a permanent 

member. The NSG support from the Nordic states is particularly significant because there was a time 

when these states had adopted a strong moralistic approach on India’s nuclear programme. Today, 

there is a recognition and acceptance of India’s credentials as a responsible nuclear actor despite not 

being a formal member of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Both China and the United 

States under President Donald Trump are challenging the global institutional framework in multiple 

ways .. 

As India redefines its foreign policy priorities in Europe and as a changing Europe comes to terms 

with a rising India, Modi’s engagement with the Nordic states has managed to showcase the potential 

that exists in this partnership with a much neglected part of the world. 
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INDIA AND FRANCE 

(news : French foreign minister was here in India (Jean Yves Le Drian) .The French President Emanuel 

Macron will be here early nest year For the first Summit of the International Solar Alliance ) rights.The 

ISA is to be headquartered in India. In January 2016, Narendra Importance of France to India 

France being one of the P5 members of the UNSC (others are UK,USA,China,Russia )has alot of 

importance wrt to relations with India .France is an imortant European partner ,has been vocal on 

supporting India's membrship to NSG(Nuclear Suppliers Group ) and the UNSC as a permanent 

member .After the Nuclear Suppliers Group agreed to allow nuclear exports to India, France was the 

first country to sign a civilian nuclear agreement with India, on 30 September 2008. 

What is the International Solar Alliance? 

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 121 countries, most of them being 

sunshine countries, which come either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the 

Tropic of Capricorn. The alliance's primary objective is work for efficient exploitation of solar energy 

to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. This initiative was first proposed by Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 2015 where he referred to sunshine countries as suryaputra ("sons of the sun"). The 

alliance is a treaty-based inter-governmental organization. Countries that do not fall within the 

Tropics can join the ISA and enjoy all benefits as other members, with the exception of voting Modi, 

and the French President François Hollande jointly laid the foundation stone of the ISA Headquarters 

and inaugurated the interim Secretariat of the ISA at the National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) in 

Gwalpahari, Gurgaon. The Indian government has dedicated five acres of land on the NISE campus for 

ISA's future headquarters. 

The alliance is also called International Agency for Solar Policy and Application (IASPA). 

The initiative was launched by Modi at the India Africa Summit, and a meeting of member countries 

ahead of the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris in November 2015. The 

Framework Agreement of the International Solar Alliance opened for signatures in Marrakech, 

Morocco in November 2016, and 121 countries have joined. 

The focus is on solar power utilization.India has pledged a target of installing 100GW by 2022 and 

reduction in emission intensity by 33–35% by 2030 to let solar energy reach to the most unconnected 

villages and communities and also towards creating a clean planet. India's pledge to the Paris summit 

offered to bring 40% of its electricity generation capacity (not actual production) from non-fossil 

sources (renewable, large hydro, and nuclear) by 2030.according to India's Intended Nationally 

Determined Contributions 

Notes on Indo-French Relations  

Relations between India and France have traditionally been close and friendly.With the establishment 

of strategic partnership in 1998, there has been a significant progress in all areas of bilateral 

cooperation through regular high-level exchanges at the Head of State/Head of Government levels and 

growing cooperation and exchanges including in strategic areas such as defence, counter-

terrorism,nuclear energy and space. France was the first country with which India entered into an 

agreement on civil nuclear cooperation following the  waiver given by the Nuclear Suppliers’
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 Group, enabling  India to  resume  full  civil  nuclear  cooperation with the international

 community.  There  is  also a growing and wide-anging cooperation in other areas such as

 trade   and investment,   culture  science &   technology  and  education  France   has  

consistently supported India’s increasing role in international  fora, including  India’s  permanent 

membership of the UNSC.Indo French Trade & Investment:France is the 9th largest foreign investor in 

India .  

Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation: 

A landmark   Agreement on  Civil  Nuclear Cooperation was   signed between India   and France on 30 

September  2008 during the visit of Prime Minister   Dr.Manmohan Singh to France. 2010, the 

General Framework Agreement and the Early Works  Agreement between  NPCIL and  Areva  for   

mplementation of EPR (European Pressurised  Reactors  Nuclear  Power Plants)NPP Units at Jaitapur 

were signed  

Space Cooperation:  France   and   India   view   each   other   as   important   partners   in   space   

technology  and applications.  Indian  Space  Research  Organisation  (ISRO)  and  its  French 

counterpart  Centre National de Etudes Spatiales (CNES) have arich history of cooperation and 

collaboration  spanning about four decades. Scientific community of the two nations cooperates 

in joint radiation experiment, space components development and space education.ISRO and CNES 

(French National  Space Agency)  have an umbrella agreement, operating successfully 

 since  1993, under which  joint missions like Megha-Tropiques and SARAL have been 

taken  up. The joint satellite Megha-Tropiques was  launched on  October-12, 2011 by 

ISRO'sPolar Satellite  Launch Vehicle (PSLV). Another joint Indo-French satellite SARAL (Satellite for 

ARGOS and ALTIKA), carrying a Ka-band altimeter to study the ocean surface and a 

platform.Arianespace based at France has been the major provider of launch services to Indian Geo-

Stationary satellites. 

Defence Co-operation: Indo-French   Air   Force   Exercise   Garuda   IV.Indo-France  

joint.Government of India has selected Rafale from M/s Dassault Aviation, 126 MMRCA for the Indian 

Air Force. Contract negotiate ons army exercise named Shakti France for procurement of are currently 

ongoing. 

Educational and Technical Cooperation:  

The framework  for  bilateral educational cooperation is  provided by theEducational Exchange 

Programme(EEP), which includes mutual recognition ofdegrees, bolstering the research programme 

and  increasing student-scholar research mobility through a flexible visa regime).  A Joint Working 

Group has also been set up under EEP.Indo-French Centre for  Promotion of Advance 

Research (CEFIPRA) is another area of co-operation.“Raman-Charpak Fellowship” which will enable 

exchange   of  doctoral  students between the two countries.     

   

Indian Community in France:The   Indian   community,   including NRIs, in France is estimated to be   

around 106,000,  largely originating from Puducherry, Karaikal, Yanam, Mahe and 

Chandranagar. There   are   also   large   communities   of PIOs in the Reunion Island(about 

250,000), Guadeloupe  (about  57000),  Martinique  (about  6000)  and  St.  Martin  (about  300),  the  

overseas territories/departments of France.         
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Level 1 Q) Give  an account of the Indo French Relations ?  

 

 

 

INDIA AND CENTRAL ASIA  

 

 

INDIA-CENTRAL ASIA DIALOGUE AT SAMARKAND IN UZBEKISTAN - AFGHANISTAN 

PEACE PROCESS  -  

 

 

India participated along with the  foreign ministers of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan in the First Ever India Central Asia Dialogue at Samarkhand . 

A Joint statement was issued at the end of the dialogue .  

India and five Central Asian countries along with Afghanistan  condemned terrorism in all its forms 

and manifestations and agreed to cooperate in countering the menace which poses a threat to people 

across the world. 

The  region is facing serious challenges posed by terrorism. To promote business development in the 

region, the Minister said, they agreed to fight the scourge of terrorism  . India, Central Asia and 

Afghanistan are societies which are tolerant and plural.  India proposed  the setting up of the India-

Central Asia Development Group at G to G level. 

The ministers welcomed the participation of Afghanistan in the India-Central Asia Dialogue as an 

important land link in the regional cooperation, transit of goods and energy and expressed support 

and commitment of Central Asian countries and India to peace, security and stability of Afghanistan. 
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They also called for an inclusive Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace process and reconciliation, and 

assistance in economic reconstruction of Afghanistan through the implementation of joint 

infrastructure, transit and transport, energy projects including regional cooperation and investment 

projects . 

They also noted the results of the seventh Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan 

(RECCA VII), held in Ashgabat in November 2017, and expressed willingness to cooperate in 

preparation for the RECCA VIII meet in Tashkent in the second half of 2019. 

The participants welcomed the accession of India into the Ashgabat agreement on creating an 

international transport and transit corridor.  

The ministers emphasised the importance of developing and implementing projects, that provide a 

concerted solution to the problems and issues of economic growth of the countries of Central Asia 

based on the principles of equality, mutual benefit and respect for their interests. 

Special attention was paid to the need to expand and establish direct mutually beneficial economic 

and cultural ties between the regions and cities of India and the countries of Central Asia and 

expressed their intention to contribute to this direction. 

India’s stand on the Afghan Peace Process -  

India reiterated that peace and reconciliation process in Afghanistan should be Afghan-led, Aghan-

owned and Afghan-controlled. It said there is no change in India's policy on Afghanistan. India's 

position was enunciated by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj at the historic India-Central Asia 

Dialogue at Samarkand in Uzbekistan with the participation of Afghanistan. This is the  first-ever 

India-Central Asia Dialogue. 

A number of developments have taken place with respect to the Afghan peace process. 

Washington is keen to withdraw a certain number of its troops from the country. Meanwhile, 

Afghanistan's neighbours, along with Moscow and Washington , have also been engaging with 

the Taliban. 

 India has a policy of not engaging with the Taliban but did participate at a non-official level at 

Moscow talks on Afghanistan last year in which the group was also present. 

India cooperation with Afghanistan –  

Joint efforts of India, Iran and Afghanistan that have led to the development of the Chabahar port in 

Iran as a viable route to connect to Afghanistan and potentially to Central Asia. Chabahar provides a 

shining example of what strong partnership can achieve to overcome any obstacles . India has already 

sent a very substantial quantity of wheat to Afghanistan using the Chabahar port. India has already 

taken over the operations of the Shaheed Beheshti port at Chabahar . 

India is also looking to develop the Chabahar-Zahedan railway link which would bring it close to the 

Zaranj-Delaram road link which India has already built in Afghanistan. India has also put forward 

several proposals towards enhancing cultural cooperation and training programmes for capacity 

building for candidates from Central Asia. 
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India is extending development assistance to Afghanistan of over USD 3 billion, focused on 

reconstruction, infrastructure development, capacity building, human resources development and 

connectivity. 

Under the ‘New Development Partnership’ launched in September 2017, new projects are being 

taken up including Shahtoot Dam drinking water project for Kabul city, low-cost housing in Nangarhar 

province, 116 High Impact Community Development Projects and a host of other infrastructure 

development projects. Over 3,500 Afghan nationals are trained and receive education in India every 

year .  

A key to India’s Energy needs  –  

India's attempts to deepen ties with Central Asia can be understood from the perspective of securing 

access to valuable energy resources as well as getting a foothold in an emerging market for export. 

China has already established strong links with these nations. From China's perspective, security and 

stability in Central Asia and Afghanistan is integral to its own Xinjiang province, apart from China's 

overall energy security. 

Beijing is already participating in major oil production projects in many Central Asian countries. It has 

taken a vital stake in financing the construction of oil and gas pipelines connecting Turkmenistan, 

Kazakhstan and China. Most importantly, Russia and China have developed many convergences in 

Central Asia including a shared interest in keeping the NATO and the US out of the region. Both share 

misgivings about a hidden American plot of keeping long-term military presence in Afghanistan as a 

coercive geopolitical tool. 

Recent years have witnessed an upsurge in India’s bilateral ties with Central Asian countries. For 

instance, Kazakhstan has a civil nuclear pact with India to provide much-needed uranium. In terms of 

consuming Indian tea, Kazakhstan is ranked fifth in the world. India has ties with Kyrgyzstan on 

import of oil and petroleum products. New Delhi assists Kyrgyzstan with human resource 

development in the IT sector and the visa process for Kyrgyz citizens wishing to travel to India, which 

has become easier. Uzbekistan imports pharmaceutical products, mechanical equipment, automotive 

parts, and optical instruments from India. 

Uzbek president, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, had visited India in October last year. Both Uzbekistan and 

Kazakhstan are interested in instituting joint defence production with India. On the sidelines of the 

SCO Summit in China in mid-2018, Modi met three Central Asian leaders separately. 

For many Central Asian countries, India's growing economic power makes it an attractive partner. 

However, India’s current trade volume with Central Asia is minimal, and cannot be increased without 

substantially improving transport connectivity. However, the most important dimension of India's 

diplomatic efforts bringing the Central Asian countries on a single platform is to forge a regional 

consensus on the resolution of Afghan conflict. 

Importance of the Dialogue –  

Bound together by shared history and cultural linkages, India and the Central Asian states look 

forward to the dialogue as an important initiative to enhance their cooperation in wide-ranging 

spheres including exploring ways to substantially enhance India’s economic involvement in business 

and development sector of Central Asia. 
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All the countries participating in the dialogue are members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO), which has become a wider regional forum for talks on counter-terrorism, investment, energy, 

transport, energy among others. India is a new entrant in the SCO. While Central Asian countries are 

willing to increase export of energy resources, they also face considerable geographical and 

infrastructural constraints. Chabahar port will be of major help in this direction .  

India has also supported multiple regional connectivity initiatives in Central Asia: New Delhi has 

recently joined the Ashgabat Agreement, which seeks to establish an International Transport and 

Transit Corridor between Iran, Oman, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan has recently built a 

rail link between Hairatan to Mazar-i-Sharif in Afghanistan. India would like to see this railway link 

being further extended to Afghanistan's Herat. 

India's interest in expanding ties with its extended neighbourhood stems from New Delhi's desire to 

promote security, stability and growth. Therefore, strengthening of relations between India and 

Central Asia is a win-win proposition as it would benefit all countries involved, including Afghanistan. 

The Participation of India will take will take India’s outreach in  the region to a new high . India will 

host the next India-Central Asia Dialogue with the participation of Afghanistan at the foreign 

ministers’ level in 2020. 

Level 1 Q) What are the highlights of the First India Central Asia Dialogue ?  

Level 2 Q) Analyse the importance of the First India Central Asia Dialogue ?  

 

INDIA AND UZBEKISTAN –  

Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev,  is on a two-day visit to India. This is the first visit of the 

Uzbek President to India .  India and Uzbekistan highlighted their mutual history by cementing a 

partnership between the cities of Agra and Samarkand , the two countries discussed ways to scale up 

their bilateral relationship .  

The two countries signed  17 agreements  in areas such as defence, national security, agriculture, 

science, pharmaceuticals and technology, as well as the boosting of people-to-people ties .  

While shaping ties for the modern era was high on the cards, a reaffirmation of historical linkages too 

was given prominence with the cities of Samarkand and Agra being named as sister cities. Babur,  the 

founder of the Mughal empire in India, is believed to have come to India from the Fergana valley in 

Uzbekistan. Legend has it that Babur established Agra as the capital of the Mughal empire in India. He 

is seen as a descendent of Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan and also of Turkic conqueror Timur or 

Tamerlane. Samarkand, on the other hand, was a prominent city on the Silk Road, the ancient trade 

route linking China to the Mediterranean. Indian merchants based in the Uzbek cities of Samarkand 

and Bukhara were an integral part of the local economy. 

The two sides have agreed to scale up bilateral trade from $300 million to $1 billion by 2020. To 

access landlocked Central Asia, the two leaders discussed connectivity in the region and agreed to 

explore options to enhance linkages by road and rail besides air. The Chabahar Port in Iran acts as a 

vital trade link between the two countries. Uzbekistan  was once part of the Silk Route and now India 

would Like to make it part of a Silicon Route . India is working on  the International  North South 
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Transport Corridor ( INSTC) which will  ease access  with other central  Asian countries . The two 

countries have also agreed to work closely to expand and strengthen defence ties as well as defence 

industry cooperation . Also fpor direct connectivity flights have been launched  between  Mumbai and 

Tashkent .  

PM Modi said that India and Uzbekistan will jointly work together and strive for a stable, prosperous 

and peaceful Afghanistan, which will be beneficial for the interests of the region . Both India and 

Uzbekistan wish a democratic, stable and prosperous Afghanistan. 

Recalling former prime minister Lal Bahadur Shastri's visit, Prime Minister Modi expressed his 

gratitude to Uzbekistan government for building a memorial in his honour and renovating a school 

under his name in Tashkent. 

Analysis :  

India and Uzbekistan actively cooperate within the framework of international organizations, such as 

the UN, SCO and others. We support each other's initiatives. Uzbekistan supports the permanent 

membership of India in the UN Security Council. Given the place and role of India in the region, 

Uzbekistan cooperates with India in addressing of the Afghan crisis. India has huge experience in 

parliamentarism as the largest democracy in the world and India shows interest in this .  

 

 

 

 

 

INIA AND JAPAN  

 

PM  MODI VISIT  JAPAN  

Important areas of cooperation  

India and Japan are already working on an LNG terminal in Sri Lanka, and similar projects will be 

explored in other parts of India’s neighbourhood during the talks. Japan is also cooperating in 

construction of roads and bridges in the North-East region, as well as connectivity to Bangladesh and 

Bhutan. 

 

Mr. Gokhale listed Japanese funded infrastructure projects that will be discussed by the Prime 

Ministers, including the Rs. 50,000 crore Dedicated Freight corridor Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 

Corridor, which is expected to be completed by March 2020, and the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed 

Rail Line or Bullet train Shikansen project, which he said would be completed by 2022, in time for 

India’s “75th Independence day”. 
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To specific questions on the delays in the Bullet train, the Foreign Secretary admitted that there were 

a “few issues” with land acquisition in Maharashtra, but that the government hoped to sort out them 

out by “December or January”. The Hindu had reported that local officials in Palghar have submitted a 

report warning that the project would miss the December deadline as most of 108 sq. km needed for 

the Bullet train line had yet to be acquired. 

On defence issues, Mr. Gokhale said the two sides may agree to begin negotiations on a naval logistics 

pact like the Indo-U.S. LEMOA pact, but they did not expect to conclude it or make any announcements 

on it during this visit. 

 

INDIA-JAPAN-USA  TRILATERAL  DIALOGUE : 

Background : 

The India–Japan–US trilateral was launched in December 2011 when Hillary Clinton was the Secretary 

of State. For the first several rounds the trilateral was held at the director or assistant secretary level. 

It was elevated to ministerial level in 2015. The inaugural ministerial trilateral was held on September 

29, 2015, in New York on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly Session. It was hosted by then US 

Secretary of State John Kerry. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Japanese Foreign Minister 

Fumio Kishida represented their respective countries. The last ministerial dialogue was also held in 

New York in September 2017. 

The dialogue between the three leading democratic powers of the Indo-Pacific region is a important 

event . 

Highlights :  

 "All sides agreed to remain engaged and strengthen cooperation in support for a free, open, 

prosperous, peaceful and inclusive Indo-Pacific region through partnership with countries 

in the region . 

 At the trilateral, the three countries, also deliberated on regional and global issues of 

mutual interest. 

In the backdrop of China's rising assertiveness in the Indo Pacific Region , India, the US and Japan held 

a trilateral meeting in Delhi during which they agreed to bolster cooperation to ensure a free, open 

and inclusive Indo-Pacific  .  

The three countries, in their ninth trilateral, also explored practical steps to boost cooperation in the 

areas of connectivity and infrastructure development and to effectively deal with challenge of 

terrorism .  

At the meeting, the three strategic partners also resolved to deepen maritime cooperation and work 

together to deal with threats of nuclear proliferation. 

The officials explored practical steps to enhance cooperation in the areas of connectivity and 

infrastructure development; counterproliferation; counterterrorism; maritime security .  
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In November last year, India, the US, Australia and Japan had given shape to the long-pending 

Quadrilateral grouping to develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-Pacific 

free of Chinese influence. 

The US has been favouring a greater role by India in the Indo-Pacific region. This interest was 

also shown by Australia and Japan . 

US President Donald Trump, in his first prime-time televised address to the nation as commander-in-

chief last year, had laid out his South Asia policy saying a "critical part" of it was to further develop the 

US's strategic partnership with India. 

Level 1 Q) What is the importance of the Indo – Japan – USA trilateral meeting  , what are the 

points agreed upon ?  

Level 2 Q)  What are the concerns of the QUAD in the Indo Pacific region , why is this region 

important ?  

(INDIA – JAPAN )FIRST INDIA-JAPAN WORKSHOP ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION  ON 

19TH MARCH-AIMS TO DEVELOP A SPECIFIC BILATERAL ACTION PLAN ON AREAS OF 

COOPERATION IN DRR 

India and Japan, two of the most disaster-prone countries in the world, are coming together to address 

disaster risk. Over a two-day workshop beginning here on Monday, 19th March, experts will discuss 

issues pertaining to Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), especially earthquakes. 

Japan is situated along the Pacific Ring of Fire and is highly susceptible to earthquakes. Given itslong 

history of devastating earthquakes, Japan has a very high level of community awareness. Its 

technological know-how, especially in the area of earthquake risk reduction, is among the most 

advanced in the world. 

India is rapidly urbanising and a massive investment in the infrastructure sector is imminent. As 

nearly 59% of India’s landmass is prone to moderate to severe earthquakes, it will not only save lives 

in the event of an earthquake but also make for great economic sense that this investment is made 

earthquake resilient. 

The workshop will present an opportunity to explore as to how Japan invests in making its 

infrastructure resilient to present and future disaster risks. It will also help understand recent 

advancements in Japan in the area of earthquake detection and early warning systems and adapt them 

to India’s context. This will play a vital role in enhancing preparedness and response at every 

level.This workshop is being jointly organised by the Ministry of Home Affairs, National Disaster 

Management Authority, India and Government of Japan. 

Six technical sessions were held during the workshop – 

 Disaster Management Policy Framework - Policy Framework (Historical Background, 

Institution, National Strategy, National Plan for Nankai Trough Earthquake, etc.) 

 Risk Assessment - How do earthquakes occur? To what extent can these be predicted? 

Whichkind of earthquakes are likely to occur in Japan and India? 

 Disaster Resilient Infrastructure - How does policy respond to strengthen infrastructure, in 

particular, water-related protective infrastructure? 
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 Early Warning System - How does it work? How to communicate early warning to citizens? 

How does the national government respond following the early warning? 

 Preparedness/Response at sub-national level - How do sub-national governments prepare 

for and respond to earthquakes? How do local communities develop their resilience by 

planning in advance? 

 Approaches by private sector -What kind of technologies and services can private sector 

offer to reduce damage and loss by earthquakes? What is the socio-economic impact of 

those technologies and services? 

Q)How will the workshop help , draw a map showing the areas prone to various 

disasters in India ? 

 SUSHMA SWARAJ VISITS JAPAN – 9TH INDO- JAPAN STRATEGIC DIALOGUE  

Topic – India and Japan Relations  

Bilateral relations have been strengthened in diverse sectors in recent years. India and Japan have a 

strong cooperation in the areas of nuclear energy, defence and science and technology. India and 

Japan concluded a Special Strategic and Global Partnership during the visit of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi to Japan in 2014. Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe had also visited India in 

September 2017. 

Japan is today one of the largest investors in India, with a growing presence in infrastructure projects, 

manufacturing, financial markets and capacity-building, among others. Japanese FDI in India during 

2016-17 was $4.7 billion, an increase of 80 percent over the last year.  Japan has invested in many 

infrastructure projects in India  one of them , The Mumbai to Ahmedabad High Speed Rail project will 

be based on the Shinkansen super speed trains in Japan  which will be Funded by soft loan from 

Japan,.  

In 2016-17, India-Japan trade reached $13.61 billion, showing a decrease of 6.21 percent over 2015-

16, when the total bilateral trade was $14.51 billion. 

Peaceful and stable  Indo– Pacific Region : Both countries called for a peaceful, stable and free Indo-

Pacific region following the Ninth India-Japan Strategic Dialogue co-chaired by Indian External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj and Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono in Tokyo. Japan called India as it’s 

most important partner in its Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy.  India – Japan growing convergence 

on economic and strategic issues is important for peace, stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific 

region 

The remarks assume significance given China's belligerence in the South China Sea and attempts to 

increase its footprint in the Indo-Pacific region.India and Japan, along with the US and Australia, are 

also part of the recently revived quadrilateral that seeks to work for peace and prosperity in the Indo-

Pacific. Japan also welcomed Japan's role in  India’s  flagship programmes like Smart Cities, Digital 

India and Start-up India .  

 The two sides signed loan agreements for $1.4 billion. on projects being implemented in India with 

Japanese aid, including on connectivity in northeastern India, Mumbai Metro Line 3, construction of 

Chennai Sea Water Desalination Plant and Himachal Pradesh forest ecosystem management. 
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Sushma Swaraj addressed the Indian community at the Vivekanand Cultural Centre in Tokyo during 

which she lauded the contribution of the diaspora in strengthening India's relations with Japan and 

creating a positive image about India in Japan. 

The Meeting comes at a time when both  nations are grappling with the trajectory of China's rise and 

struggling to keep pace with a geopolitical order thrown into turmoil over doubts about America's 

role as a global security guarantor and the recent North Korea’s nuclear program against the US . 

INDIA – JAPAN RELATIONS  AN OVERVIEW :  

Relations  between  India  and  Japan  have  vast  potential  for  growth,  given  the  complementarities 

that exist between the two Asian economies. Japan's interest in India is increasing due to a variety of 

reasons including India's large and growing market and its   resources,   especially   the   human   

resources.   The   India-Japan   Comprehensive   Economic  Partnership  Agreement  (CEPA)  that  came  

into  force  in  August  2011  is  the  most  comprehensive  of  all  such  agreements  concluded  by  

India  and  covers  not  only  trade   in   goods   but   also   Services,   Movement   of   Natural   Persons,   

Investments,   Intellectual  Property  Rights,  Custom  Procedures  and  other  trade  related  issues.  

The  CEPA envisages abolition of tariffs over 94% of items traded between India and Japan over a 

period of 10 years. Japan has been extending bilateral loan and grant assistance to India since 1958, 

and is  the  largest  bilateral  donor  for  India.  Japanese  ODA  supports  India’s  efforts  for  

accelerated    economic    development    particularly    in    priority    areas    like    power,    

transportation, environmental projects and projects related to basic human needs. The Ahmedabad-

Mumbai  High  Speed  Rail,  he  Western  Dedicated  Freight  Corridor  (DFC),  the Delhi-Mumbai 

Industrial Corridor with twelve new industrial townships, the Chennai-Bengaluru  Industrial  Corridor  

(CBIC)  are  all  mega  projects  on  the  anvil  which  will  transform  India  in  the  next  decade.  Delhi  

Metro  Project  has  also  been  realized  with  Japanese assistance .  

 

 

INDIA AND RUSSIA  

 

INDIA RUSSIA ANNUAL SUMMIT :  

India-Russia cooperation is based on the solid foundations of the 

 1971 Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation between the Republic of India and the USSR,  

 1993 Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the Republic of India and the Russian 

Federation,  

 2000 Declaration on Strategic Partnership between the Republic of India and the Russian 

Federation   , and  

  2010 Joint Statement elevating the Partnership to a Special and Privileged Strategic 

Partnership. 

That India and Russia held their 19th annual summit last week testifies to the highest level attention 

that both countries give to their bilateral relationship. the annual summits have been held without 

break, which is exceptional. 
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India and Russia highly evaluated the contemporary relevance and significance of the informal 

summit in Sochi on May 21, 2018 which was a unique meeting in international diplomacy, reflecting 

the deep trust and confidence between Prime Minister Modi and President Putin, underlining the 

desire of both countries to maintain regular contacts and hold frequent consultations on issues of 

mutual interest, and further enhanced mutual coordination and convergence of views on all major 

issues. The Sochi Summit manifested the role of interaction and cooperation between India and Russia 

in building a multi-polar world order. 

For Russia relationship with India gives it a strong Asian Dimension .  

Our ties with Russia are multi-pronged and consist of formats such as the Russia-India-China dialogue, 

BRICS and SCO in which the West is absent. At a time when the global situation has become uncertain 

on all fronts, an atmosphere of Cold War is re-emerging and Russia and China have been designated 

by the US as its strategic adversaries, it is important for India to not be pulled in a direction that limits 

its diplomatic options. India has to maintain an appropriate level of engagement with all major 

powers to mark its commitment to multilateralism that is currently under siege. 

The just-concluded 19th summit has demonstrated that India will pursue its ties with Russia in the 

light of its national interest and will not dilute them under external pressures of the moment. For 

this reason, attention was focused on whether India would go ahead and sign the S-400 contract 

despite the threat of sanctions under America’s CAATSA legislation. India made clear of its strategic 

autonomy . ‘ 

Strengthen trade 

Trade remains a persistent weak point in India-Russia relations and unless trade exchanges 

are expanded bilateral ties will lack an all-around solidity. Bilateral trade increased by 20 per 

cent in 2017, crossing $10 billion, but this figure is by no means impressive. The goal of two-way 

investment of $30 billion by 2025 has, according to the joint statement, become an achievable target. 

Most of this investment is in the energy sector, which is an area of considerable potential. 

According to our Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas Russia is today our prime destination for 

investments in the hydrocarbon sector. Four Focus Sectors: Energy, Digital Economy, Startup 

and Infrastructure have been identified for cooperation. Support to promoting bilateral trade in 

national currencies has been reiterated in the joint statement, and this is important because of US 

sanctions on Russia. 

The Highlights of the summit :  

 India and Russia signed 8 pacts  in areas such as Space , Nuclear energy , railways , etc  

1) A crucial MoU was signed between Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and the 

Federal Space Agency of Russia ‘ROSCOSMOS' on joint activities in the field of human 

spaceflight programme Gaganyaan. 

 

2) Protocol for Consultations between the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Union 

Ministry of External Affairs  during 2019-2023 

 

3) MoU between the Ministry of Economic Development of Russia and India’s NITI Aayog .  

 



 

101 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

4) Memorandum of Cooperation between the Indian and Russian Railways. 

 

5) MoU between the National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) of India and the Russian 

Small and Medium Business Corporation (RSMB) on Cooperation in the field of Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises .  

 

6) Cooperation Agreement in the Fertilizers Sector between the Russian Direct Investment 

Fund (RDIF); PJSC Phosagro (PhosAgro) and Indian Potash Limited (IPL) 

 

 

 India signed a $5 billion deal for the Russian S-400 Triumf missile shield systems which 

will beb deleivered to India by 2020 .  

 develop six nuclear power projects. 

 Russia invited India to the Vladivostok Forum :  

 

INDIA – RUSSIA , INFORMAL MEET AT SOCHI –  

 This is the first informal summit between India and Russia .  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed bilateral and global issues in his first informal 

summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin . The strategic partnership between India and 

Russia has now been elevated into a "special privileged strategic partnership" . The meeting 

was  informal and cordial with no predefined agenda .  

 Modi recalled his first visit to Russia with then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2001 and 

said Putin was the first world leader whom he met after becoming the chief minister of Gujarat. 

 He said the seeds of the 'strategic partnership' sown by then Prime Minister Vajpayee and 

President Putin has now grown into a "special privileged strategic partnership" between the 

two countries. 

 Modi thanked Russia for playing a major role in helping India get a permanent membership in 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation - an eight-nation bloc which aims at military and 

economic cooperation between the member states. India and Pakistan were admitted last year( 

2017 )  into the organisation. 

 India and Russia are working together on International North-South Transport Corridor 

(INSTC) and BRICS .  They also support Iran’s right to peaceful uses of nuclear energy  and have 

condemned the recent pulling out of the JCPOA ( Joint Comprehensive Plan Of Action ) by the 

USA .  

 India and Russia  vowed to strengthen their relationship and work towards a strong multipolar 

world .  

 The informal meeting and the visit of PM Modi would  give a fresh impetus to the bilateral ties 

between India and Russia .  

 After their first informal summit, Narendra Modi and Vladimir Putin took a boat ride from 

Bocharev Creek to Olympic Park in Sochi. 

 PM MOdi  said Russia and India have been cooperating on several fronts in the multilateral and 

the international fora. He also mentioned military-to-military cooperation between the two 

countries. 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated President Vladimir Putin and Russia for hosting 

the FIFA World Cup 2018 .  

 This is Modi's second informal summit in as many months as he held talks with Chinese 

President Xi Jingpin in China's Wuhan in a similar format last month. 

1.2.1 CAATSA FIGURES IN THE TALKS :  

The two leaders may also discuss the possible impact of US sanctions against Russia, under the 

Countering America's Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), on Indo-Russia defence 

cooperation. 

The US had imposed sanctions on Russia earlier this year under CAATSA for its military intervention 

in Ukraine and alleged meddling in the 2016 US Presidential elections. 

The CAATSA comes at a time when India is planning to purchase five S-400 Triumf air defence 

systems for around $4.5 billion from Russia. India was likely to seal the deal to procure S-400 Triumf 

air defence missile systems from Russia however there were ifferences over price and other 

peripheral issues .  

India faces the threat of sanctions for ots defence purchases from Russia , but India has clarified that it 

will not allow a third country to dictate terms of its relations with Russia .  

1.2.2 WHY DOES INDIA WANT TO BUY THE S-400 TRIUMF?  

India wants to procure the long-range missile systems to tighten its air defence mechanism, 

particularly along the nearly 4,000-km Sino-India border. 

In 2016, the two countries had signed an agreement on the 'Triumf' interceptor-based missile system, 

which can destroy incoming hostile aircraft, missiles and even drones at ranges of up to 400 km. The 

S-400 is known as Russia's most advanced long-range surface-to-air missile defence system. 

China was the first foreign buyer to seal a government-to-government deal with Russia in 2014 to 

procure the missile system. Moscow has already started delivery of unknown number of the S-400 

missile systems to China. 

The S-400 is an upgraded version of the S-300 system. The missile system is manufactured by Almaz-

Antey and has been in service in Russia since 2007. 

1.2.3 INDIA RECEIVES THE FIRST LNG CARGO FROM RUSSIA - 

India received LNG KANO, the first long term LNG cargo from Russia's Gazprom at Dahej in Gujarat. 

The arrival of the  cargo marks a milestone in India-Russia energy ties and has built another strong 

bridge of bilateral friendship.Long term LNG contract between Gail India and Gazprom for supply of 

2.85 MMTPA of LNG not only adds a new dimension in the hydrocarbon engagement between India 

and Russia, it also diversifies India’s energy sourcing and is a significant boost to our energy security. 

PM Modi's current Russia visit is different from earlier ones :  

 Prime Minister Modi's visit to Russia will be different this time from others as Russian President 

Vladimir Putin has himself invited the prime minister within two weeks of again becoming the 

president of Russia . This shows the importance Russia attches to India as a partner . 
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Level 1Q) What is the importance of the informal  summit between India and Russia ?  

Level  2 Q) Informal summits are the  “ new norm “ in diplomatic relations , comment  ?  

 

INDIA AND RUSSIA CLOSE TO COMMERCIAL DEAL FOR S-400 AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM  

India and Russia have been working on the final commercial contract since October 2016, when the 

two sides concluded an intergovernmental agreement for the procurement of five S-400 systems, 200 

Kamov helicopters, some of which will be bought and the rest made in India, and four stealth frigates. 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) recently told the parliamentary panel on defence that the procurement of 

the S-400 air defence systems developed by Russia is imperative to tackle possible threats from China 

and Pakistan. The parliamentary panel, on its part, has recommended that funds for this be made 

available during the year as per the IAF demand. 

The S-400 systems are capable of intercepting and destroying airborne threats at a distance of up to 

250 miles and can simultaneously engage up to six targets. Each S-400 comprises tracking and search 

radar systems, eight launchers, 112 guided missiles, and command and support vehicles.China was 

the first global customer of the S-400, said to be the world's most potent air defence system. It was 

delivered to China last year. Russia is also expected to begin implementing the contract on . 

Q) What is the S-400 air defence system , how will it help  India ? 

 

 

 

INDIA AND MALDIVES  

VISIT OF PRESIDENT OF MALDIVES , MOHAMMAD SOLIH TO INDIA –  

 

Solih's visit comes about a month after Modi attended his swearing-in ceremony. Mohammad Solih 

defeated strongman Abdulla Yameen in September 2018 . During his visit to the Maldives PM Modi 

mentioned that India was  looking forward to working closely with Solih as both the leaders expressed 

confidence in the renewal of the close ties and friendship between the two countries, which was 

briefly interrupted by political turmoil in the Indian Ocean island nation. The visit is aimed at 

strengthening ties .  

This is the first foreign visit of Solih after swearing in ad President . President Solih's pro-India feelers 

come as a big relief to New Delhi, as the island nation's earlier regime was closer to China. 

Brief idea  of China in Maldives –  

 China is funding the expansion of an international airport that was previously given to the GMR 

group of India .  

 Maldives owes a large amount of debt to China , therefore China influences Maldives policies .  
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 Chian is actively developing various infra projects in Maldives like a port at Island Gadoo . India 

is apprehensive about this as China controls the ports it builds and this stands at the head  of a 

passage route in IO .  

 Maldives is a major partner to the project of Maritime Silk Routs , a component of the One Belt 

one Road ( OBOR) project of China . 

 China is expanding its footprint in the IOR , which is a strategic route . 

 Maldives   has signed its first FTA with China  .   

 

Relations between India and the Maldives deteriorated further after Yameen imposed emergency on 

February 2018. India had criticised Yameen's decision and asked his government to restore the 

credibility of the electoral and political process by releasing political prisoners. The emergency lasted 

for 45 days.’ 

President Solih reaffirmed his government's "India-First Policy"  and commitment to working 

together closely with New Delhi. He called India Male’s “  Closest Friend “.  He appreciated the 

generous assistance provided by the Government of India to the Maldives and identified various areas 

for developmental cooperation, including private sector involvement in development of housing and 

infrastructure, water and sewerage systems in the outlying islands, healthcare, education, and 

tourism. 

India’s co-operation with Maldives –  

India is a leading development partner of Maldives and has established many of the leading 

institutions in the island nation. Capacity building and skills development is one of the key 

components of India’s assistance to Maldives. Both countries signed a trade agreement in 1981, which 

provides for export of essential commodities. Growing from modest beginnings, India-Maldives 

bilateral trade now stands at 700 crore rupees.  

Indian exports to the Maldives include agriculture and poultry produce, sugar, fruits, vegetables, 

spices, rice, wheat flour, textiles, drugs and medicines. Indians are the second largest expatriate 

community in the Maldives with approximate strength of around 22,000. Indian expatriate 

community consists of workers as well as professionals like doctors, teachers, accountants, and 

engineers. 

Highlights of the Visit –  

 Prime Minister Modi reiterated India’s assurance of all possible support to Maldives in 

realising its aspirations for socio-economic development, and strengthening of democratic and 

independent institutions. This was keeping in mind the Policy of “Neighbourhood First “.  

 Announced provision of financial assistance up to US$ 1.4 billion. This is to help  Maldives 

tackle the financial crisis , Male has a debt of $3.2  billion with China .It is expected to boost 

Male’s global financial standing . 

 Both leaders emphasized the need to improve connectivity between the two countries through 

the establishment of enabling infrastructure that would promote the exchange of goods and 

services, information, ideas, culture and people. 

 Government of India to provide 1000 additional slots over next 5 years for training and 

capacity building in diverse fields including judicial, policing and law-enforcement, audit and 

financial management, local governance, community development, IT, e-governance, sports, 
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media, youth and women empowerment, leadership, innovation & entrepreneurship, art & 

culture. 

 Recognizing the importance of facilitating people-to-people exchanges and travel, the leaders 

welcomed the new Agreement on Visa Facilitation was  signed. The Maldives is one of the very 

few countries with which India has a visa free arrangement. 

 Both leaders agreed on the importance of maintaining peace and security in the Indian Ocean 

Region. Both also declared commitment and support for increased cooperation in combating 

terrorism in all its forms.  

 Both recognized the need to pursue reform of the main UN bodies, including the revitalization 

of the UN General Assembly and expansion of the UN Security Council. 

 President of Maldives reiterated his country's support for India's candidature for permanent 

membership of an expanded and reformed UN Security Council. Maldives also reiterated 

support for India’s candidature for non-permanent seat for the year 2020-21. 

 The PM of India welcomed Maldives’ decision to re-join the Commonwealth. The Prime 

Minister also welcomed Maldives as the newest member of the Indian Ocean Rim Association. 

Level 1 Q) With the new Leadership there is expectation for a reinvigoration of the relations 

between India and Maldives , comment ?  

Level2 Q) Give and account of the highlights of the recent visit of President of Maldives to India 

?  

Prelims – Map Maldives .  

 

INDIA AND BHUTAN  

 

50 YEARS OF INDIA BHUTAN DIPLOMATIC TIES , CO-OPERATION IN THE MANGDECHHU 

PROJECT  

About the news –  

India is expected to commission a major hydropower project in Bhutan . The Mangdechhu project was 

bagged by the Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. (BHEL) and it will be implemented on a bilateral basis. 

Cooperation in the hydropower sector was a sign of strength of the time-tested ties between the two 

countries. . India-Bhutan ties had adapted to the changing times. Commissioning of the project will 

mark a highpoint in bilateral ties in the coming months. 

Details about the Mangdecchu Project –  

The Mangdechhu hydroelectric project is a 720MW run-of-river power plant being built on the 

Mangdechhu River central Bhutan. Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project Authority (MHPA), which is 

constituted by the Indian Government and the Royal Government of Bhutan, is developing the project. 

Mangdechhu is one of the ten hydroelectric projects planned under the Royal Government of Bhutan’s 

initiative to generate 10,000MW hydropower by 2020 with support from the Government of India. An 

agreement was signed between the two governments for the execution of Mangdechhu HEPP in April 

2010. 
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The INR33.82bn ($551m) project is funded by the Government of India through a 70% loan and a 

30% grant. 

Construction of the hydropower project began in June 2012 and commissioning is expected in 

September 2017. The project is estimated to generate 2,923GWh of electricity and offset 2.2 million 

tonnes of CO² a year from the atmosphere. 

Revisiting the India – Bhutan Relationship – 

 Diplomatic relations started in 1968 . 

 Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation 1949 is  the basis of the bilateral Relation .  

 Post Doklam a more confident and stronger relationship between both the countries . 

 Giving importance to the Neighbourhood  First Policy , PM Modi first visit after assuming office 

was Bhutan . 

 Bhutan Relation characterised by deep trust , mutual understanding and co-operation , this is 

shown by the support Bhutan provides to India at various International forums . 

 India and Bhutan relations cover various areas of co-operation , but the co-operation in 

Hydropower , is the most significant , also India is Bhutan’s largest trading partner  and largest 

aid donor .  

 Bhutan does not have diplomatic ties with China and also does not support the OBOR project 

same as India does .  

Certain challenges in the Relation –  

1. Bhutanese see India have a major influence in their foreign policy decisions , this will not go 

well in the longer term .  

2. India ‘s GST might impact trade with Bhutan as their exports will be costlier . 

3. The BBIN project has not been accepted by Bhutan, due to which the plan for regional 

connectivity has been hit  .  

Level 1 Q) Write about the Mangdechu Project ?  

Level 2 Q) Give an account of relations between India and Bhutan? 

 Prelims – MAP , 2018 – 50 years of relationship .  

 

INDIA AND USA  

 

 INDIA AND THE  USA  CALL FOR MORE JOINT EXERCISES “ COPE INDIA 2018 “  

About the news -  

Cope India 2018 — the 12-day joint exercise between the U.S. and Indian Air Force was  held at the 

Kalaikunda air station in West Bengal’s Paschim Medinipur district . The exercise follows the Joint 

International Air Drill of Pakistan and China, which began at the Shaheen VII airbase in Pakistan 

earlier this month .  

The joint air exercise between the two air forces is being held after 13 years. The last time too it was 

held at the Kalaikunda Air Station in 2005. The collaborative and cooperative exercise involved 
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formation of teams, comprising pilots and aircraft of both the air forces, participating in war games 

over the air space of Kalaikunda. 

The exercise showcases efforts and commitment of the two nations to a free and open Indo-Pacific 

region .  

Exercise Cope India 2018  is a long-standing bilateral US Pacific Air Forces (PACAF)-sponsored Field 

Training Exercise (FTX), conducted with the Indian Air Force (IAF), focused on enhancing US-Indian 

mutual cooperation and building on existing capabilities, aircrew tactics and force employment . 

Cope India began in 2004 as a fighter training exercise held at Air Station Gwalior.  

Defence Relation between India and USA on rise –  

The signing of the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016 and the 

Helicopter Operations from Ships Other Than Aircraft Carriers (HOSTAC) earlier this year were 

important steps in this direction. The signing of the Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement (COMCASA) that will enhance India's defence preparedness is also the step in the same 

direction .  US has  elevated  India to STA Tier 1 status for access to advanced technologies, especially 

in the defence field. 

The conclusion of the first ever Ministerial 2+2 between India and the United States is a concrete 

manifestation of the vision of our leaders, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and President Donald 

Trump, to take the India-US relationship to a new level. 

Level 1 Q) Write about COPE India 2018 , also give an account of the growing Defence 

relationship between India and US ?  

Prelims – COMCASA , LEMOA < HOSTAC , STA Tier , 2+2 Dialogue  , USA MAP .  

INDIA AND CANADA  

INDIA AND CANADA : VISIT OF CANADIAN PM JUSTIN TRUDEAU  

Prime Minister of Canada, The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, paid a State Visit to India from 18 to 

24 February 2018 at the invitation of the Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi. PM Modi had 

visited Canada in 2015  , first standalone visit by PM in 42 yrs . 

Justin Trudeau visited India when he was a child with his father in  January, 1971, Pierre Elliott 

Trudeau  and toured the country . His father the then PM met The then PM of India Indira Gandhi and 

discussed range of affairs including nuclear co-operation .  

In the year 1974 after India conducted its first nuclear test called “ SMILING BUDHA  “ , ties between 

India and Canada drooped . India had used the nuclear material from a nuclear reactor that Canada 

built for India for peaceful purposes  .  

 At the 2015 The Prime  Ministers agreed  to  elevate  the  bilateral  relations  to  a  strategic  

partnership  and take  concrete  measures to  expand  bilateral  cooperation  in  key  areas  including  

the  economy,  trade  and  investment,  civil  nuclear  cooperation,  energy,  education  and  skills  

development,  agriculture,  defence  and  security,  science,  technology,  innovation  and  space,  

culture,  and people-to-people  ties. They agreed to pursue specific measures in   this   regard   
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including   early   finalisation   of   the   ilateral   Foreign   Investment Promotion and Protection 

Agreement (BIPPA). CEPA negotiations commenced in November 2010. 

    India    and    Canada    have    also    established    institutionalised mechanisms to  promote  bilateral  

economic  ties  including  Ministerial Dialogue  on  Trade  and  Investment;  Trade  Policy  

Consultations  at  the  level   of   Additional   Secretary,   Department   of   Commerce;   and   the 

Economic and Financial Sector Policy Dialogue, were.  

    The India-Canada CEO Forum was onstituted in 2013 to facilitate the  exchange  of  ideas  and  

encourage  bilateral  discussions  that  ill  improve  trade  and  investment  flows  between  Canada  

and  India.  India-Canada  share  a  strategic  partnership  underpinned  by  shared  values  of  

democracy and pluralism. These have expanded significantly in recent years aided by heightened  

economic  engagement,  regular  high  level  interactions  and  long-standing  people-to-people ties.   

Historical ties between the two countries go back to over a century when  Indians  began  migrating  in 

small  numbers  to  British  Columbia  in  late    19th   century. Both nations are also active members of 

multilateral forums such as G-20, ARF, WTO. 

The Highlights of the Visit :  

Justin Trudeau was accompanied by his family , and the visit was both one of a vacation with 

his family and also a official visit in reponse to one by PM MOdi in 2015 .  

They visited the famous Golden Temple in Amritsar , Canada has a strong sikh community and has a 

cabinet minister who belongs to  sikh community . He visited Gandhi Ashram at Sabarmathi , also the 

Akshardham Temple and the IIM at Ahmedabad .  

The Canadian support to the separatist “ Khalistani “  group was a major sticking point during the 

Canadian PM visit  . A convicted Khalistani Terrorist Jaspal Atwal’s  presence at an event for 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau during his India visit created a furore . Atwal attended 

an event in Mumbai where Trudeau and his wife were also present . Atwal, who was part of the 

Khalistan movement, was convicted for the attempted murder of Punjab minister Malkiat Singh Sidhu 

in 1986 in Canada.  
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The Sikh Movement : Initially peaceful, the movement became violent leading to Prime Minister 

Indira Gandhi decision in June 1984 to send troops into the Sikh’s holiest of holy, the Golden Temple, 

in Amritsar. Hundreds were killed and a few months later Gandhi was assassinated by two of her Sikh 

bodyguards.  Anti-Sikh riots, “the great massacre” in the words of the Sikhs, followed throughout 

India, with thousands killed. 

Khalistan casts a shadow over the visit of Canadian PM to India : Khalistan, the issue that kept 

India-Canada ties on ice through three decades from 1980, has reappeared as an issue more recently, 

taking away much of the warmth that was expected during Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 

ongoing visit to India. 

Former diplomats say the seeds of the current tensions were sowed when Mr. Trudeau came to power 

in 2015. He received widespread support from some of the most extreme Khalistani political groups, 

and has repeatedly failed to take into account the sensitivities in India over the past where Sikh terror 

groups received support from elements in Canada. 

‘Khalsa day’ reverses it all:A major breaking point came last April when Mr.Trudeau attended a 

“khalsa day” parade organised by one of the more radical gurdwaras in Toronto. Among other issues 

was the felicitation at the parade of a politician responsible for a resolution in the Ontario assembly 

that accused India of “genocide” during the 1984 Anti-Sikh riots, a vote that India had also protested 

strongly. former Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper had not attended the rally, easing the path 

for visits by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in 2012 and Prime Minister Modi to Canada in 2015. 

Sikh extremist groups’ move:Issues over the growth of Sikh extremist groups, especially those 

seeking a “referendum 2020” for the worldwide Sikh diaspora to vote on an “independent khalistan” 

have been raised several times in the past few years .  
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Another sore point on the current visit was Mr. Trudeau’s insistence on taking along with him the 

Ministers in his Cabinet accused of sympathising with the Khalistan movement like Mr. Sajjan and 

Navdeep Singh Bains to Amritsar. 

Sikhs have been a significant part of the Canadian mosaic since the late 19th century. Their numbers 

increased dramatically with the mid-1970s changes to the Immigration Act and today they represent 

close to half of the 1.2 million Canadians with ancestry from the subcontinent. 

Agreements signed :  

 

Q) India – Canada relationship , what are the issues  , comment ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIA AND SOUTH KOREA  

INDIA AND SOUTH KOREA : 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in is on a four-day visit to India.  PM Modi visited South Korea in 

May 2015 during which the bilateral partnership was elevated to a Special Strategic Partnership. 

President Moon’s visit to India is taking place at a propitious time, when tensions in the Korean 

Peninsula are receding and Korean majors are renewing their economic push in the Indo-pacific 

region. 

For seven decades, the nation had been struggling to find a modus vivendi with its northern 

neighbour, which had been displaying  hostility, even carrying out terror and military strikes against 

it. A lifelong proponent of dialogue and détente with North Korea, Moon  has  pulled off the near 
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impossible, within one year of assuming office in May 2017. Naturally, he enjoys a favourable rating of 

over 70%. 

Even though his primary focus is  on DPRK and the four key (K4) stakeholders of the Korean 

Peninsula — China, the US, Japan and Russia — he unveiled his ‘New Southern Policy’ (NSP) on 

November 9, to accord priority to relations with ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) and 

India. In a first, Moon also sent his special envoy to India in June 2017 who interalia met PM Modi. 

President Moon’s India visit marks the 45th anniversary of establishment of bilateral diplomatic ties. 

India has helped SK with  a  medical mission during the Korean War 1950-53 , but India – SK ties 

remained tepid during the Cold War .  

CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement)  was concluded in 2010, a civil nuclear 

cooperation agreement in 2011 and established a defence wing at the Indian Embassy in Seoul in 

2012. Korean majors like Samsung, LG, Hyundai and Kia have invested over $5 billion in India and are 

looking at scaling things up further. Indian FDI has crossed $3 billion in ROK. Bilateral trade between 

Asia’s 3rd (India) and 4th largest economies, remains below par at around $20 billion, essentially 

because talks to upgrade CEPA have remained inconclusive, more due to opposition from Indian 

industry. Given that we mostly export primary products and import electronic and manufactured 

items, Seoul enjoys a trade surplus. 

During PM Modi’s visit to ROK in May 2015, the sides elevated the ties to ‘Special Strategic 

Partnership’. However, that still remains more aspirational than real, with the strategic content 

remaining thin. Economic engagement constitutes the core of our relations. Both sides have been 

trying to expand the scope of bilateral cooperation, with some success. 

India ROK  ties are mostly issue-free, but we do have some divergence in outlook. A member of the 

Coffee-Club, ROK is opposed to an increase in permanent seats in the UN Security Council, 

purportedly due to fraught relations with Japan. Seoul has an economic over-dependence on Beijing, 

as also close  political, strategic and cultural ties. Hence, it is very mindful of Chinese sensibilities. 

Over 700 South Korean companies are already present in India. Their numbers are growing steadily 

as is the pace of their FDI. Opportunely, Korean SMEs, which are both cash and tech rich, have begun 

investing in India. The four-day visit could result in movement on CEPA upgradation, forging a 

partnership to harness gains of fourth industrial revolution, the setting up of joint 

innovation/technology centres and industrial parks, greater people-to-people exchanges, among 

others. 

The visit is expected to open  new avenues for expanding the bilateral partnership, particularly in the 

economic domain. There has been an upswing in India's defence cooperation with South Korea and 

both sides are expected to explore ways to enhance it. 

 PM Modi and the President of South Korea Moon Jae ee induagrated the worlds largest Mobile 

factory in Noida .  

 Several agreements in trade and commerce were signed between both the countries .  

 India and South Korea today signed five MoUs in the field of Science & Technology. 

 Both Ministers agreed to establish Indo-Korean Center for Research and Innovation (IKCRI) in 

India, which will act as the hub for systematic operation and management of all cooperative 
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programmes in research and innovation between the two countries including innovation & 

entrepreneurship and technology transfer. 

Q) Write about the Visit of the President of South Korea Moon Jae-in to India  recently ?  

 

INDIA AND MYANMAR –   

 

 EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS MINISTER SUSHMA SWARAJ VISIT TO MYANMAR –  

India  urged Myanmar to ensure the safe return of Rohingya citizens now staying in refugee camps in 

Bangladesh.  The Minister promised India’s help during her two-day trip to Myanmar, where she 

sealed a landmark land border-crossing agreement with the country. 

The External Affairs Minister also reiterated India’s readiness and commitment to helping the 

Government of Myanmar in addressing issues related to Rakhine state. 

Pressure from Dhaka:Bangladesh, in recent months, has repeatedly urged India to intervene and 

pressure Myanmar to take back its citizens who are living in difficult circumstances on Bangladeshi 

territory. Both Myanmar and Bangladesh are members of the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) regional grouping .  

1) Ms. Swaraj welcomed the Myanmar government’s commitment to implementing the 

Rakhine Advisory Commission’s recommendations. 

2) India was in the process of implementing several projects to help various sections of the 

population in Rakhine state. Sushma Swaraj  told Myanmar authorities that prefabricated 

homes will be ready for refugees returning from camps in Bangladesh, underlining the need 

for a safe comeback. 

3) India and Myanmar also concluded the Agreement on Land Border Crossing, which will 

allow people from both sides to cross the border with passport and visa for health and 

educational needs and tourism. 

 

The MEA  described the agreement on land border crossing as a “landmark in bilateral 

relations” as it would allow citizens of the two countries to cross the land border with a 

passport and visa. 

4) An agreement on training of Myanmar Foreign Service officers and another on assistance to 

the Joint Ceasefire Monitoring Committee were signed. 

 

5) The committee monitors the ceasefire implemenation between the government of 

Myanmar and ethnic militant organisations that was announced in 2015. 

6) Reflecting cultural ties between the two sides, Ms. Swaraj sealed a memorandum of 

understanding on restoration of earthquake-damaged pagodas in the famed Buddhist 

tourism centre of Bagan. 

ASSISTANCE BY INDIA TO THE ROHINGYAS :  
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Last December, India had signed a bilateral memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 

Myanmar on the “ Rakhine State Development Programme.”  

 India has sent to Bangladesh its second relief consignment to help tens of thousands of 

displaced Rohingya Muslims who fled Myanmar following a military crackdown, triggering 

one of the world's worst refugee crises.  Over 600,000 Rohingyas have fled Myanmar's 

violence-hit Rakhine state to neighbouring Bangladesh since August when the military 

intensified crackdown against alleged militant outfits of Rohingya Muslims.  

 

Indian Navy Ship INS Airavat sailed from Vishakhapatnam and reached Chattogram port 

(formerly Chittagong) Port .  The 373-tonne consignment contained 104 tonnes of milk 

powder, 102 tonnes of dried fish, 61 tonnes of baby food, 50,000 raincoats and 50,000 pairs 

of gum boots. Another tranche containing 1 million litres of kerosene oil and 20,000 

cooking stoves .  

 In December last, India had announced a development assistance of USD 25 million for the 

Rakhine state. 

 Earlier, India sent relief materials for 300,000 Rohingyas in September last year under 

'Operation Insaniyat' to support Bangladesh in its humanitarian efforts. 

 India is building Prefabricated homes for the Rohingyas in  Myanmar .  

After Visit of diplomats from United Nations Security Council members to Myanmar and Bangladesh, 

the UNSC urged  Nyay Pyi Taw to “step up its efforts to create conditions conducive to the safe, 

voluntary, and dignified return of Rohingya refugees and internally displaced persons to their homes 

in Rakhine State and to address the root causes of the crisis”. 

Level 1 Q) Write about the Land Border Crossing agreement between India and Myanmar ?  

Level 2 Q) What help is India offering to the displaced Rohingyas ?  

ROHINGYA CRISIS: INDIA, MYANMAR SIGN PACT FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

OF RAKHINE STATE 

• The MoU is intended to help the Myanmar achieve its objective of restoration of normalcy in 

Rakhine State and enable the return of displaced Muslim Rohingyas . India and Myanmar on signed an 

agreement for socio-economic development of Myanmar’s violence hit Rakhine state from where 

hundreds of thousands of mainly Muslim Rohingyas have fled to Bangladesh. Under this MoU, 

Government of India proposes to take up, among others, a project to build prefabricated housing in 

Rakhine State so as to meet the immediate needs of returning people . 

• This MoU is the first government to government agreement signed by the ministry of social 

welfare, relief and settlement of Myanmar with a cooperation partner focussed on socio-economic 

development and livelihood initiatives in Rakhine State. 

• As per United Nations, nearly 600,000 Rohingyas have crossed the Myanmar border since 25 

August. Severe violence against them due to an ethnic cleansing campaign is one of the major reasons 

behind their fleeing from Myanmar, which is a Buddhist-majority country. As per a Reuters report, 

about 1.1 million Rohingya Muslims are denied citizenship in Myanmar, with their movement and 

access to services restricted. 
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• India’s Supreme Court is also hearing a batch of pleas regarding deporting of Rohingya 

refugees and the next date of hearing is 31 January. The SC had said the Rohingya refugee problem 

was of a great magnitude and the state would have to play a big role while dealing with the 

contentious issue. 

• SC had decided to give a detailed and holistic hearing on the central government’s decision to 

deport the Rohingya to Myanmar, observing that a balance has to be struck between national interest 

and human rights as the issue involved national security, economic interests and humanity. The 

central government, however, wants to deport over 40,000 refugees who came to India after escaping 

from Myanmar.    

WHO ARE THE ROHINGYA ’S  

Muslim, who have lived for centuries in the majority Buddhist Myanmar. Currently, there are about 

1.1 million Rohingya who live in the Southeast Asian country.The Rohingya speak Rohingya or 

Ruaingga, a dialect that is distinct to others spoken in Rakhine State and throughout Myanmar. They 

are not considered one of the country's 135 official ethnic groups and have been denied citizenship in 

Myanmar since 1982, which has effectively rendered them stateless. 

Nearly all of the Rohingya in Myanmar live in the western coastal state of Rakhine and are not allowed 

to leave without government permission. It is one the poorest states in the country with ghetto-like 

camps and a lack of basic services and opportunities. 

Due to ongoing violence and persecution, hundreds of thousands of Rohingya have fled to 

neighbouring countries either by land or boat over the course of many decades.Muslims have lived in 

the area now known as Myanmar since as early as the 12th century, according to many historians and 

Rohingya groups. 

The Arakan Rohingya National Organisation has said, "Rohingyas have been living in Arakan from 

time immemorial," referring to the area now known as Rakhine. 

During the more than 100 years of British rule (1824-1948), there was a significant amount of 

migration of labourers to what is now known as Myanmar from today's India and Bangladesh. 

Because the British administered Myanmar as a province of India, such migration was considered 

internal, according to Human Rights Watch (HRW). 

The migration of labourers was viewed negatively by the majority of the native population. After 

independence, the government viewed the migration that took place during British rule as illegal, and 

it is on this basis that they refuse citizenship to the majority of Rohingya . 

 

 

INDIA AND NEPAL  

 

 PM MODI VISIT TO NEPAL IN MAY  , THE 3RD SINCE 2014 –  
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Nepal is an important component of India’s Neighbourhood First Policy . The visit of the PM came 

after the informal summit between China and India in Wuhan . Later the  PM has also met Bangladesh 

PM Sheik Hasina at the celebrations for the Foundation of the Bangladesh Bhavana  at Vishwa Bharti 

in Shantiniketan in West Bengal .  

The trip of the PM was to maintain the momentum in bilateral ties after his counterpart K P Oli's India 

trip early in April when the two leaders focused on smoother connectivity links between India .  

This will be the third visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to Nepal and the first high-level visit 

from India since the formation of the new Government in Nepal. 

Also  the first after the promulgation of the new Nepali constitution in 2015, which India had “noted” 

and not ‘welcomed’. This had generated deep bilateral discord. India was seen as supporting the 

Madhesis of the plains, who were unhappy with the constitution and had blocked the border in 

protest to cripple supplies to Kathmandu. The move had also generated a nationalist backlash in 

Nepal. K P Oli, who was serving his first term as Prime Minister then, had taken a strong position 

against Delhi and deepened ties with Beijing. 

But ties between India and Nepal have improved over the past two years. India reached out to Oli 

after his election earlier this year, and the Nepali leader reciprocated. 

 HIGHLIGHTS OF THE VISIT :  

PM Modi laid the foundation for the 900 MW Arun Hydroelectric Power Project in Tumlingtar area of 

Eastern Nepal through a remote control . India would be investing  Rs.6000 cr in the project which 

would generate jobs .  

As a step to promote religious tourism in India  and Nepal  PM Modi and Oli inaugurated the direct bus 

service  between Janakpur and Ayodhya two scared places for the Hindus , as a part of the Ramayana 

Circuit . 

5 destinations:The government has identified 15 destinations in India for development under the 

Ramayana Circuit theme — Ayodhya, Nandigram, Shringverpur and Chitrakoot (Uttar Pradesh), 

Sitamarhi, Buxar and Darbhanga (Bihar), Chitrakoot (Madhya Pradesh), Mahendragiri (Odisha), 

Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh), Nashik and Nagpur (Maharashtra), Bhadrachalam (Telangana), Hampi 

(Karnataka) and Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu). 

PM Modi visited the famous Janakpur temple in Nepal . Janakpur is known as the birth place of Sita, 

the wife of Lord Rama. Janaki temple was built in memory of Sita in 1910. The three-storey structure 

made entirely of stone and marble is 50-metre high and spread over 4,860 sq feet. 

 

INDIA AND NEPAL RELATIONS :  

Overview :  

India  and  Nepal  share  a  unique  relationship  of  friendship  and   cooperation   characterized   by   

open   borders   and   deep-rooted   people-to-people   contacts.  There  has  been  a  long  tradition  of  

free  movement  of  people  across  the  borders sharing family ties and culture. Nepal  shares a border 
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of over 1850 kms in the east,  south  and  west  with  five  Indian  States  –  Sikkim,  West  Bengal,  

Bihar,  Uttar  Pradesh and Uttarakhand.   

The  India-Nepal  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship  of  1950  forms  the  bedrock  of  the  special  

relations  that  exist  between  India  and  Nepal. Nearly  6  million  Nepali  citizens  live  and  work in 

India.   

India and Nepal have several bilateral institutional dialogue mechanisms, including the India-Nepal  

Joint  Commission  co-chaired  by  External  Affairs  Minister  of  India  and  Foreign  Minister  of  

Nepal. 

Trade relations : Since 1996, Nepal’s exports to  India have grown substantially. India is Nepal’s 

largest trade  partner  and  the  largest  source  of  foreign  investments,  besides  providing  transit  for 

almost the entire third country trade of Nepal.  India accounts for over two-third of epal’s 

merchandise trade, about one-third of trade in services, 46% of foreign direct investments, almost 

100% of petroleum supplies and a  significant  share  of  inward  remittance  on  account  of  

pensioners  and  workers.   

Indian Investment in Nepal: Indian  firms  are  the  leading  investors  in  Nepal,  accounting  for  

bout  40%  of  the  total  approved foreign direct investments. As on 31 May 2017, Indian ventures 

lead foreign investment  with  FDI  commitments  of  INR.  5159.86  crores  whereas  the  total  

proposed  FDI  commitments  to  Nepal  from  all  countries  amounts  to  INR.  13178.15  crores.  India 

is developing 2 hydro electric power projects upper Karnali and Arun . 

Some  large  Indian  investors  include  ITC,  Dabur  India,  Hindustan  Unilever,  VSNL,  TCIL,  TNL,  

State  Bank of India, Punjab National Bank, Life Insurance Corporation of India, Asian Paints.  

Water co-operation : Government  of  India  has  been  providing  assistance  to  Nepal for 

strengthening and extension of embankments along Lalbakeya, Bagmati and Kamala rivers. Project 

development authorities have been formed for the Arun , Pancheswar , Karnali projects . There  are  

more  than  twenty  132  KV,  33K V  and  11KV  transmission  interconnections  which are used both 

for power exchange in the bordering areas and power trade. 

India’s Development Assistance :  

Government  of  India  provides  development  assistance  to  Nepal,  focusing  on  creation  of  

infrastructure  at  the  grass-root  level,  under  which  various  projects  have  been  implemented in 

the areas of nfrastructure, health, water resources, education and rural &  community  development.  

In  recent  years,  India  has  been  supporting  projects  in  Nepal  for  development  of  infrastructure  

through  upgradation  of  roads  in  the  Terai  areas;   development   of   cross-border   rail   links etc .  

India provided assistance for the development of the places affected by the 2015 earthquake .  

During the FY 2017-18, a total of around 18 intermediate and large projects are under various  

stages  of  implementation  in  Nepal.  These  include  creation  of  a  Nepal  Bharat  Maitri  

Dharamshala  at  Pashupati  area  at  Kathmandu;  construction  of  a  Polytechnic  at  Hetauda, 

Providing Indian faculty support to BP Koirala Institute of Health Sciences at Dharan,  Installation  of  

2700  shallow  tube  wells  in  various  districts  across  Nepal    etc.  Till date, India has gifted 602 

ambulances and 118 school buses to various institutions and health posts across Nepal’s 75 districts.  



 

117 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

Education       :Over  the  years,  India’s  contribution  to  the  development  of  human  resources  n  

Nepal  has been one of the major aspects of bilateral cooperation. GOI provides around 3000 

scholarships annually to Nepali nationals for various courses at the Ph.D/Masters and Bachelors  in  

India,  and  Bachelors  and  plus–two  levels  in  Nepal. 

Culture         :Government of India initiatives to promote people-to-people contacts in the area of art &  

culture,  academics  and  media  include  cultural  programmes.  

An  MoU  between  the  Sahitya  Kala  Akademi  (India)  and  the  Nepal  Academy  is  already  in  

operation. A  MoU  between  Akashwani  (AIR)  India  and  Radio  Nepal  are  under  consideration   to   

promote   cultural   and   information   exchanges   between   the   two   countries.   The   Governments   

of   India   and   Nepal   have   signed   three   sister-city   agreements  for  twinning  of  Kathmandu-

Varanasi,  Lumbini-Bodhgaya  and  Janakpur-Ayodhya.  India  is  establishing  an  E-library  system  

across  Nepal.  The  Archaeological  Survey  of  India  (ASI)  is  involved  in  the  renovation  of  the  

Pashupatinath  Temple  Complex n Kathmandu. 

Diplomatic       Representation       :Besides Embassy of India which is located in Kathmandu, a 

Consulate General Office is located in Birgunj (South-Central part of Nepal) and a Representative 

Office is also located  in  Biratnagar  (South  Eastern  part  of  Nepal).  Government  of  Nepal  has  its  

Embassy in New Delhi and it also has a Consulate General Office in Kolkata. 

Indian community Around 6,00,000 Indians are living/domiciled in Nepal. 

Level 1 Q) Write briefly about India and Nepal Relations ?  

INDIA AND NEPAL- ( VISIT OF K P SHARMA OLI , THE PM OF NEPAL WHO IS HERE ON HIS 

MAIDEN TRIP ABROAD AFTER BEING RE-ELECTED PM)  

About the visit :  

 

This is Nepal Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's first visit to the country after he took charge as the 

prime minister for the second term in February when the first  parliamentary elections took place 

after the adoption of the new constitution .Also this is Oli’s  first choice of visit before visiting any 

other country.  The focus of the visit is to strengthening ties and implementation of  connectivity 

projects. Oli’s meeting with Modi, succeeded in removing some of the bitterness in the relationship 

that has been in play since the Indian blockade of 2015. It should be remembered that there was a 

blockade in 2015 when the Nepal Political parties failed to include the demands of the MAdhesis who 

are the minority and inhabit the plains in the new constitution .Nepal has accused India of fuelling the 

blockade and ties became sour after then .  
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HIGHLIGHTS :  

Nepal seeks India’s help in Agriculture : The Nepalese PM  visited the  GB Pant University of 

Agriculture and Technology in Pantnagar, Uttarakhand. Oli said he wanted to move Nepal away from 

its agri-deficiency. India agreed to share its experience with organic farming the new initiatives of soil 

health cards etc.  India has offered help to Nepal in agriculture and Organic Farming . PM Modi was 

given the honorary title of Doctor of Science at the convocation . 

Improving connectivity between the countries ;India announced to upgrade road and cross-border 

rail and energy links with Nepal and develop inland waterways to provide sea connectivity to the 

landlocked country amid China’s initiatives to provide connectivity links to the Himalayan State. 

Both India and Nepal recognised the untapped potential of inland waterways to contribute towards 

overall economic development of the region ,  the two prime ministers took the landmark decision to 

develop inland waterways for cargo movement , this will provide  providing additional access to sea 

for Nepal. 

With the objective of expanding connectivity to enhance people-to-people linkages and promote 

economic growth and development, the Prime Ministers of India and Nepal agreed to construct a new 

electrified rail line, with India’s financial support, connecting the border city of Raxaul in India to 

Kathmandu in Nepal.  India has committed to completing a survey within a year and implementation 

timeline and funding modalities soon after. This is important since China has promised to complete 

the Xigatse-Keirung-Kathmandu rail link by 2022. 

This new initiative would enable cost effective and efficient movement of cargo. The Prime Minister of 

Nepal noted the enormous impact the additional connectivity would have on the growth of business 

and economy of Nepal. 

The two Prime Ministers inaugurated the Integrated Check Post at Birgunj in Nepal. The Check Post is 

a example of neighbourhood first policy of India . India has such check posts at Attari ( Punjab ) , and 

at Bangladesh border and now with Nepal at Birbhum . It is developed with state of the art facilities 

and a Fully ICT enabled post  that will reduce time for procedures and boost trade .   

 The two Prime Ministers also witnessed the ground-breaking ceremony of the Motihari-Amlekhgunj 

cross-border petroleum products pipeline at Motihari. 

PM said  that India’s Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas and Mr Oli's motto of Samriddh Nepal, Sukhi Nepal are 

complimentary  and this shows  that India and Nepal  can co-operate in a range of areas . 

No other countries in the world have the bonds of friendship and cooperation that exist between India 

and Nepal. Regular exchanges of visits at the highest political level demonstrate the priority that we 

attach to our special partnership .  

The India-Nepal Treaty of 1950 ensures that Nepalis are treated on par with Indian nationals in a 

range of areas, including private sector jobs, holding of property and so on. Some six million Nepalis 

live and work in India which is Kathmandu’s principal trade partner and largest source of foreign 

investment. 
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Q) The Recent Visit of Nepalese PM to India after his election choosing India as the first stop 

shows that ties between  India and Nepal ties are on a Reboot mode , What are the highlights of 

the visit ? 

 

 

INDIA AND BHUTAN  

 

BHUTAN'S KING JIGME KHESAR NAMGYEL WANGCHUCK VISITS INDIA 

2018 marks the golden jubilee celebrations of INDIA _ BHUTAN relations (50 years ). 

The visit of the king is after the recent Doklam issue .The king’s visit at this juncture will help India 

underline its special relationship with Bhutan—a signal that Bhutan’s India first policy is intact 

against the backdrop of China trying to make inroads into a country seen as firmly within India’s 

sphere of influence in South Asia. 

Bhutan had personally involved in addressing the crisis between India and China . 

The face-off between India and China took place after Bhutanese troops registered a protest against 

Chinese military building a road on the plateau.The Doklam issue is yet to be resolved between Cina 

and Bhutan , where both lay claims to that area , Indian troops—stationed in the area under a special 

security pact between India and Bhutan—intervened after the Chinese troops ignored the Bhutanese 

warnings. The Chinese road construction plans also had worried India because The distance at which 

the Chinese were stationed was just few kilometers away from the Indian border and that place acts 

as a entry to the Northeast , any tension could choke the area and the security of India would be at 

stake .Especially it would have an effect in movement to the whole of northeast . 

Another important issue is that India and China still have to settle their 4000 km border issue , the 

Doklam standoff if got worse would spread to bringing in the already tensioned border issue . 

India is resisting Beijing's efforts to bypass New Delhi and bilaterally settle border dispute at Doklam 

with Bhutan. According to India, the area falls in a tri-junction ie, between Bhutan, India and China, 

and can be settled only after an agreement between all three parties. 

According to India, the area falls in a tri-junction i.e, between Bhutan, India and China. India and China 

who have yet to settle their 4,000km long border, had agreed in 2012 to consult third countries while 

settling such disputes in the case of a tri-junction. Bhutan and China too are in talks to settle their 

borders. 

An alternative to the SAARC-: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi started his tenure in May 2014 with a “neighbourhood first” approach, 

Bhutan was the first country Modi chose to visit after taking office. As the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation, or Saarc, regional grouping has been rendered ineffective thanks to tensions 

between India and Pakistan, New Delhi is pushing an alternative—the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation, or BIMSTEC. It comprises Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
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India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand, and brings together 1.5 billion people or 21% of the 

world population and a combined gross domestic product (GDP) of over $2.5 trillion. 

Bhutan is also key for India’s plans to push subregional cooperation. A transport agreement among 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal was mooted in 2014 but is yet to take shape given Bhutan’s 

worries about the impact of pollution and loss of businesses if trucks and cars from India, Bangladesh 

and Nepal roll into the country. A discussion with the king covering all these issues could help assuage 

some concerns and help accelerate regional integration within BIMSTEC. There are a number of 

institutional mechanisms between India and Bhutan in areas such as security, border management, 

trade, transit, economic, hydro-power, development cooperation and water resources, while India is 

Bhutan's largest trading partner. 

India interest in Hydel Power: The Himalayan country has a hydel power potential of 30,000 

megawatt (MW) of which 23,000MW can be tapped. India is involved in developing a number of hydel 

power projects in Bhutan already and is keen to deepen the cooperation.  

Gho, the traditional and national dress for men in Bhutan, Gyalsey (Prince) 

The president had thanked the king for his personal involvement in addressing the Doklam crisis , this 

is the first time a reference has been made to his role during the tensions between India and China on 

the Doklam issue.The manner in which two countries stood together to address the situation is a 

testiminy of the deep freindship between India and Bhutan .It shoud be noted that during India 

Pakistan tensions last year after the Pathankot attack , The SAARC was to be held in Pakistan , India 

had boycotted the meeting, Bhutan , Bangladesh and Afghanistan had supported India at that time , 

though it could not getthe support of Nepal , Maldives and SriLanka . 

Level 1 Q) 2018 marks the Golden jubillee celebrations of Indo-Bhutan relations , importance 

of Bhutan to India , write about "Neighbourhood First Policy" ? 

 

INDIA’S NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST POLICY 

What is the Neighbourhood First Policy ? 

The roots of the policy ‘Neighbour’s First’ began from Look East policy which was initiated by the 

former Indian Prime Minister P V Narsimha Rao. The purpose was simple and clear, to maintain 

friendly relations with neighbouring countries and to cultivate extensive economic and strategic 

relations with the nations of Southeast Asia in order to bolster India’s standing as a regional power 

and as a counterweight to the strategic influence of the People’s Republic of China. 

South Asia comprises the countries lying to the south of the Himalayas and the Hindukush mountains. 

India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Maldives and Sri Lanka are the countries belonging to the 

region. Most of these countries were previously ruled by the British. They have similar cultures, social 

habits and economic problems. All these countries face problems arising out of overpopulation, 

poverty, malnutrition , illiteracy etc. It is believed that these countries of South Asia could progress 

fast only through cooperation with each other and by devising common plans for development. This 

concept led to the formation of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) with 

the objective of mutual economic and social development. SAARC and ASEAN are two main pillars of 

Neighbour’s First Policy. 
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Even before getting elected , PM Modi had said that his focus would be on improving relationship with 

neighbours . The first step taken in this direction was to invite all neighbours for his swearing in 

ceremony , on the second day of his tenure he held bilateral discussions with neighbours which was 

termed as “ Mini SAARC “ .SAARC has always been the focus of PM MODI , To further improve ties 

India launched the “ SAARC Satellite “ which would be helpful to all the countries in the region , the 

other step is India’s Technical and Economic Co-operation ( ITEC ) . 

Level 1 Q) WHAT IS Neighbourhood First Policy , ? 

 

 

 

INDIA AND INDO PACIFIC VISION 

 

PM  AT THE SHANGRI LA DIALOGUE – SINGAPORE ( SPECIFIES INDO PACIFIC VISION )  :  

 

 

 

Highlights :   
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The Shangri La dialogue, also known as Asia Security Summit is an annual meeting of defence 

ministers and senior military officials  from over 50 countries. Since its launch in2002, the dialogue 

has built confidence and fostered security cooperation among the participant countries. The event, 

being organized by London based International Institute for Strategic studies, highlights the emerging 

security challenges before the member countries for  detailed discussion. The forum offers Mr Modi 

just the right platform to articulate the definitive perspective from New Delhi on India’s interests in 

ensuring peace in the Asia Pacific region.  

The Shangri La Dialogue is a gathering of Defence Ministers , Officials and military chiefs  of the  Asia 

Pacific Region . The Dialogue is run by the London based think tank Institute of Strategic studies and is 

hosted this  year by Singapore .  

Though India has sent Defence Ministers four times to the Shangri la Dialogue , this is the first 

time that a India PM has accepted the invitation to speak at the Event . Therefore this year’s 

Dialogue assumes significance . 

 

 PM MODI SPECIFIES INDIA’S  VISION FOR THE  INDO – PACIFIC REGION –  

 PM Modi called Indo-Pacific as a natural region and said home  it is a home  to  vast array of 

global opportunities and challenges. 

 The ten countries of South East Asia connect the two great oceans in both the geographical 

and civilizational sense. Inclusiveness, openness and ASEAN centrality and unity, therefore, 

lie at the heart of the new Indo-Pacific. 

 India does not see the Indo-Pacific Region as a strategy or as a club of limited members. Nor 

as a grouping that seeks to dominate. India does not  consider it as directed against any 

country (  Indirectly China ) .  India's vision for the Indo-Pacific Region is, therefore, a 

positive one. And, it has many elements.  

 6  POINT STRATEGY FOR INDO PACIFIC : AND IT INCLUDES ; 

1. India  stands for a free, open, inclusive region, which embraces us all in a common 

pursuit of progress and prosperity. It includes all nations in this geography as also others 

beyond who have a stake in it. 

2. Southeast Asia is at its centre.  ASEAN has been and will be central to its future. That is 

the vision that will always guide India .  

3. Common prosperity and security require the region  to evolve, through dialogue, a 

common rules-based order for the region. And, it must equally apply to all individually 

as well as to the global commons. Such an order must believe in sovereignty and territorial 

integrity, as well as equality of all nations, irrespective of size and strength. These rules and 

norms should be based on the consent of all, not on the power of the few. This must be 

based on faith in dialogue, and not dependence on force. 

4. Equal access as a right under international law to the use of common spaces on sea and 

in the air that would require freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce and peaceful 

settlement of disputes in accordance with international law. 
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5. There is growing protectionism – in goods and in services. Solutions cannot be found 

behind walls of protection, but in embracing change.India stands for open and stable 

international trade regime. India will also support rule-based, open, balanced and stable 

trade environment in the Indo-Pacific Region, which lifts up all nations on the tide of trade 

and investment. That is what India  expects from Regional Comprehnsive Economic 

Partnership. RCEP 

6. Connectivity is vital. It does more than enhance trade and prosperity. It unites a region. 

India has been at the crossroads for centuries. Uniting the east and the west .  

On  Key to success for Asia Region :  

“ Asia of rivalry will hold us all back. Asia of cooperation will shape this century. So, each nation must 

ask itself: Are its choices building a more united world, or forcing new divisions? It is a responsibility 

that both existing and rising powers have. Competition is normal. But, contests must not turn into 

conflict; differences must not be allowed to become disputes. “ – PM Modi .  

 PM  DEFINED 5 “ S “ AS THE PILLARS OF INDIA’S ENGAGEMENT WITH THE WORLD :  

 Samman – Respect  

 Samvad – Dialogue  

 Sahyog – Co-operation  

 Samridhi – Prosperity  

 Shanthi – Peace  

India will engage with the world in peace, with respect, through dialogue and absolute commitment to 

international law. 

Conclusion :  

PM Modi ‘s speech  at the Shangri La is  seen to set the course for India’s engagement in the 

region , with an emphasis on Balancing ties with both China led coalition as well as the Westren 

Forums that are seen as countering China . Most countries in the region look up to India and 

want India to play a greater role in the Indo pacific Region . Many have welcomed the Informal 

meet Between India and China , and the manner in which the Doklam issue was settled . They 

also welcomed India’s stand at the Shangri La  platform .   

Level 1 Q) Write about the Shangri La Dialogue ? Where was it held this year ? 

Level 2 Q) Shangri la at  Singapore is Important as India specified its vision of Indo Pacific  

region , elaborate ?  

 

INDIA AND CHINA  

 

 

REDEFINING INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS –VISIT OF SUSHMA SWARAJ TO BEIJING -SCO 

FOREIGN MINISTERS AND THE SCO DEFENCE MINISTERS MEET   AT   BEIJING ; 
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About the SCO :  

The SCO, a permanent intergovernmental international organisation created in 2001, comprises eight 

member states including    India,    Kazakhstan,   China,   Kyrgyzstan,   Pakistan,   Russian, Tajikistan  

and  Uzbekistan.  

Its main goals include strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states, 

promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, technology and 

culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection. 

Highlights of the Meeting : 

India said protectionism in all its forms should be rejected and reaffirmed its belief in an economic 

globalisation which is more open, inclusive and equitable, amidst new trade barriers cropping up 

across the world, especially in the United States. 

At the meeting foreign minister Sushma Swaraj said   protectionism in all its forms should be rejected 

and reaffirmed its belief in an economic globalisation which is more open, inclusive and equitable, 

amidst new trade barriers cropping up across the world, especially in the United States. 

She met her foreign counterpart Wang Yi , This was their first meeting after Wang was elevated as 

State Councillor last month which makes him the top diplomat of the country in the Chinese hierarchy. 

He also continues to be foreign minister. Their meeting is part of efforts by the two countries to step 

up the pace of high-level interactions to improve relations .  

Following the Dokalam standoff last year both countries increased dialogue to scale down tensions 

and improve relations with talks at various levels. 

China had earlier said that the upcoming visit of the External Affairs Minister will further enhance 

political trust between the two countries. 

About  India’s participation  in the Belt and the Road  Initiative :  

India declined to endorse the BRI despite the thaw in the India – China  ties . At th SCO foreign 

ministers meet , Sushma Swaraj also excluded India’s name from the list of the countries that support 

the BRI . India  had  made it very clear that  the Connectivity projects must abide by the principle of “ 

Sovereignty “  , making a reference of the CPEC that passes through the Pakistan occupied Kashmir ( 

POK ) that is disputed by  India and  Pakistan . 

Sushma Swaraj's China visit brings thaw in bilateral relations:  

 China  has  agreed to  the  Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through the Nathu La route  which was stopped 

after the standoff at the Doklam . China also agreed to share the  hydrological data on the Sutlej and 

the Brahmaputra rivers .  As it directly affects lives of people living in the Brahmaputra valley  India  

welcomed this . During the Monsoons there is large scale flooding and landslides which affect the lives 

of thousands of people , the hydrological data will help the people in the lower reaches to take timely 

action  .  

 THE INFORMAL SUMMIT BETWEEN INDIA AND CHINA , MODI MEETS XI :  
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi   travelled  to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping . The world's two 

most-populous countries seek to reduce tensions after a tense border dispute  at  Doklam last year. 

Both India and China comprise more than one-third of the world's population and 18 percent of global 

gross domestic product. 

The "informal summit" between Xi Jinping and PM Modi was held in   Wuhan, the capital of the central 

province of Hubei .  For both sides, a peaceful border and a mutually beneficial trading partnership are 

in line with their interests. For this reason, the two sides are tacitly recovering bilateral relations 

rapidly . 

The Open Ended talks could yield a far reaching result ranging from a likely détente to a full 

normalisation of the ties that were marred by the 1962 border war . 

“ India and China have trade relations since the Ancient times , they constitutes 50% of the 

global trade 1600 years ago , and even today they constitute 50 % of the world economy – said 

PM “ , therefore specifying how important a good relation  between them is .  

OBJECTIVE OF THE INFORMAL MEETING :  

 The Objective of the informal meeting is not to come out with an  “ agreement  “ , but to have 

communication at the high level  and gain perspective that each other has about each other in  terms 

of the domestic and the foreign policy  and how to remove misconceptions and misunderstandings .  

Informal meetings show  the commitment to normalise relations .  

MAJOR ISSUES BETWEEN INDIA AND CHINA :  

Tensions have lingered since China defeated India in a brief border war in 1962. The residence of the 

Tibetan religious leader, the Dalai Lama, in the mountain town of Dharamsala in Northern India has 

also long angered Beijing.  They have been  exacerbated by Beijing's rapid expansion of its political 
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and economic ties in India's backyard through Xi's ambitious Belt and Road infrastructure initiative. 

Projects include railway building in Pakistan and port projects in Sri Lanka.  

The Recent issues that have  caused tension between  India and China are , Boundary Tensions , the 

NSG membership issue , India ‘s opposition to the Belt and the Road Project  that passes  through PoK , 

the Status of China  regarding Masood at the UN , China’s aggressiveness in the South China Sea , and 

the Encircling of the Indian Ocean . 

The Planning of an informal issue was happening since the two leaders  met at Xiamen .  

The Meeting can be seen against the Backdrop of the following  “ Global Geo-

political situation  “ .: 

 World over there is a wave of  Protectionism  and the criticism of the model of Globalisation 

. The World Politics too threaten to disturb the Global Trade . Against the following  

background of turbulence in global geopolitics the Informal Meeting between Modi and  Xi 

assumes significance .  

 The face-off between the U.S.- its allies and Russia is  worse than during the Cold War. They 

confront each other, through proxy forces, in three active conflict zones — Ukraine, Syria 

and Afghanistan. The recent U.S.-French-British missile strikes in Syria were a stark 

reminder  of their face off .  

 Sanctions by the  new U.S. legislation, CAATSA (Countering America’s Adversaries 

Through Sanctions Act), under which it can impose sanctions on any company which 

engages with Russia in the defence or energy sector — worsens  confrontation , its 

impact could be far more devastating in today’s globalised world. Especially for the 

countries that trade with Russia , India is a major importer of Defence from Russia . 

 American sanctions on major Russian multinationals, whose stocks are internationally 

traded, widened the target beyond Russian oligarchs to a larger body of shareholders 

within and outside Russia. 

 America’s Trade war with  China and Its withdrawal from the Trans Pacific  Partnership ( 

TPP ) . 

 The unpredictability of U.S. foreign policy is driving even its closest allies to hedge their 

options. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe and Mr. Xi are to exchange visits in the near 

future — a significant breakthrough in relations between two strategic rivals, who were on 

the verge of a military confrontation about five years ago. Japan (like India) is concerned 

about China’s assertiveness in its neighbourhood and the geopolitical implications of its 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

 The sharpening of U.S.-Russia acrimony has complicated India’s relations with both 

countries. Besides pressure to address the India-U.S. trade imbalance, India has been 

warned that its defence and energy links with Russia could attract U.S. sanctions under 

CAATSA — a development which could have a major impact on our defence preparedness.  

 Russia’s intensifying defence cooperation with China and its actions in Afghanistan and 

with Pakistan are areas on which serious and delicate high-level India-Russia dialogue is 

being pursued. 

 Against that backdrop,  the summit  is "certainly a very bold step." "The fact that they have 

agreed on an informal summit shows that the two leaders realise the importance of this 
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relationship," "They have taken on the responsibility themselves on putting it on a better 

course." 

 There is mutual interest between India and  China to maintain good relations against this 

challenging global environment if they  want to achieve their goals  .  

What is the importance of the meeting in terms of the Global Economy ; 

The meeting is expected to align India – China ties to counter  the headwinds of growing 

protectionism , as both of them share the same perspective of a free global trade and globalisation . 

China and India are both growth engines of the global economy and therefore are central to promote a 

multi- polar and a globalised world , also a good India – Chian relation is important and a positive 

factor for maintaining peace and stability in the world . 

The two are preparing to emerge as the twin engines of a new wave of globalisation in which Asia and 

the emerging world will lead the way . The focus of the Wuhan Talks are therefore to on seeking Geo- 

Economic opportunities , including new supply chains and also avoiding geopolitical rifts which had 

peaked last year during the Doklam issue .  

The US led protectionism id providing the strategic cement for bonding between India   and China . 

China ahs understood that under the cover of trade war the Trump Administration is obstructing the 

rise of China , triggering Beijing’ s Search for new geo – economic partners , including India . The 

recent meeting of the Japan and China speak the  same .  

India  however is looking for the  settlement in   2 things ; 

 A Final Settlement of the Border issue , and  

 the Rise of an Asian Century in Cohabitation with China  

The Border issue is linked with the  issue of  “ Tibetan separatism “  . The Dalai  Lama had last year in a 

lecture said that Tibet can remain a part of China , and that he  was ready to return to Lhasa from 

Dharamsala  .  Historically the b boundary issue and the Tibetan  question are linked , if the Tibetan 

Issue is resolved then the settlement of the Border issue is favourable .  

India’s position on the Tibet has been to recognise it as an autonomous region of the People’s Republic 

of China, as it "continues to seek a fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution to the vexed 

boundary issue" with China. 

Sixty years ago, some 80,000 Tibetans, along with their spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, left Lhasa after 

a failed uprising against Communist rule over Tibet and fled to India. The Tibetan exile 

administration, called the CTA, is based in Dharamshala, where the spiritual leader also lives. Around 

140,000 Tibetans now live in exile, over 100,000 of them in different parts of India. Over six million 

Tibetans live in Tibet. 

DOES THE INFORMAL MEET MEAN THAT INDIA IS SOFTENING ITS STAND ON THE MAJOR 

ISSUES WITH  CHINA :  

This is not to say that India  is not  firm on its core interests, political, economic or strategic. We 

cannot overlook Chinese designs in our neighbourhood — from Doklam to the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC), Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives — or ignore the larger 

geopolitical threat posed by the land and sea corridors of the BRI. It is just that circumstances may 
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have opened up some space for furthering mutual interests, without compromising on our other 

interests.  China goal of raising its . 

India has to maintain a pragmatic balance in its relations with the three major powers, remaining 

conscious of the fact that elements of these relations will be continuously impacted by the dynamic 

flux of today’s global geopolitics.  The meeting only shows that  Indian and China Can talk Despite  

Differences .  

Conclusion :  

 President Xi Jinping said China and India are the "backbone" of the world's 

multipolarisation and economic globalisation, and the two countries should jointly make 

positive contributions to the global peace and development. 

 During the course of the summit, the two leaders agreed to undertake a joint economic 

project in Afghanistan, a first of its kind by India and China in the war-ravaged country. 

 Modi and Xi underlined the importance of "maintaining peace and tranquility in the border 

region". To this effect, they will issue strategic guidance to their respective militaries to 

strengthen communication in order to build trust and mutual understanding. The two sides 

will also work together in implementing confidence building measures. 

 As the West, led by the US, becomes increasingly inward-looking, emerging superpowers 

India and China must step up and assume a more significant role in the world order. As 

such, stable and balanced relations between the two neighbours is vital and recognising 

this, Modi and Xi decided to strengthen the Closer Development Partnership in a mutually 

beneficial and sustainable manner. 

 The two leaders agreed to push forward bilateral trade and investment in a balanced and 

sustainable manner by taking advantage of complementarities between their two 

economies. 

 proposed collaboration in the areas of spirituality, trade, technology, tradition and 

entertainment including films."President Xi said that he had seen a number of Indian films, 

both Bollywood and regional, and that it would be a good idea that more Indian films come 

to China and more Chinese films go to India," 

The future will speak about the success of this meeting .  

Level 1 Q) What are the irritants between  India and China ? 

Level 2 Q) Write about the informal meeting between India and Chinese leaders ?  

Level 3 Q) What is the  importance of the informal meeting between India and China  , What do 

you think  has brought India and China for this meeting  ?   

 

INDIA – CHINA 11 JOINT ECONOMIC GROUP( JEG )   MEETING BETWEEN COMMERCE 

MINISTERS OF BOTH COUNTRIES  .  

Topic useful in : India – China relations and economy  

 The JEG was formed in December 1988 during the visit of the then Prime Minister Rajiv 

Gandhi to Beijing. 
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Since 2014, President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have met on several occasions. 

With the care and personal support of the Chinese and Indian leaders, the trade and economic ties 

between the two countries had kept a fast-growing momentum despite border skirmishes .  

In 2017, the bilateral trade reached $84.4 billion, registering a growth of 20.3% from the year before 

and a record high. In particular, China’s import from India soared by 40%, helping ease the bilateral 

trade imbalance. China remained India’s largest trading partner. India had become one of the 

most important overseas investment destinations of Chinese companies. 

 Both are negotiating a free trade agreement ( FTA ) which will be a breakthrough in the ties .  

The two sides had reached a series of important consensus. 

 First, both would jointly promote the synergy between China’s Belt and Road initiative and 

India’s development strategies, including the “15-year Development Agenda”, “Make in India” 

and “Digital India” to deepen mutually-beneficial cooperation and share development 

experience. 

 Second both  would promote India’s exports to China so as to address the trade imbalance 

between the two countries . China welcomed the participation of Indian businesses in the 

agricultural, pharmaceutical and IT sectors, and the participation of producers of 

manufactured goods. China would provide Indian participants with preferential 

arrangements.  

 Third, the two sides agreed to set up a special working group to draw a road map for 

developing two-way trade . The two sides supported the multilateral trading system and 

safeguard the interests of developing members. Both sides would demonstrate flexibility to 

reach at an early date a modern, comprehensive and mutually beneficial RCEP agreement of 

high standards. 

The two sides are also considering positively launching in due course negotiations on a regional trade 

arrangement or free trade agreement between China and India. 

Q) India and China JEG meeting was held , what are the highlights from the meeting that helped 

address India ’s concern of a trade imbalance ?  

 

CHINA ALLOWS PILGRIMS TO TAKE THE YATRA  

 

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through both Nathu La, Lipulekh Pass routes opened after Sino-Indian 

understanding: 
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The external affairs ministry has begun registration for the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, days after China 

confirmed that it would allow pilgrims from India to visit the holy sites through Nathu La which it had 

shut in the wake of the face-off with India in Doklam Plateau last year. 

The ministry,  organises the yatra every year to holy Mount Kailash and Lake Mansarovar in Tibet 

Autonomous Region . The yatra will be organised through both Nathu La in Sikkim and Lipulekh Pass 

in Uttarakhand .  

China had shut the Nathu La route in June 2017 following the face-off between the armies of India and 

China in Doklam Plateau, citing the situation in the area, although it allowed pilgrims from India 

through the Lipulekh Pass. The face-off ended on August 28.  

The route through Lipulekh Pass involves some trekking and the yatra through this route is estimated 

to cost about Rs 1.6 lakh per person. Through this route the yatra will be conducted in 18 batches of 

60 pilgrims each. The route through Nathu La is motorable and suitable for senior citizens and others 

who are unable to undertake arduous trekking. From Gangtok the route passes through Hangu Lake 

and the vast landscape of the Tibetan plateau. 
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The external affairs ministry has been organising the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra every year since the 

1980s, in accordance with pacts between India and China.Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s first 

meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Delhi in September 2014 saw China finally accepting 

India’s long-pending request to open another route for Kailash Mansarovar Yatra in addition to the 

one via Lipulekh Pass. The new route for the pilgrimage through Nathu La was opened in 2015.  .. 

Prelims : Nathu la , Lipu Lekh , Mt Kailash , Lake Manasarovar location , lake Rakshastal .  

Q) The Himalayas are not only a distinct physiographic region but also  abode of many sacred 

sites , name a few ?  

INDIA HITS OUT AT CHINA’S STANCE OF BLOCKING THE UN MOVE AGAINST AZHAR  

What did China Do ? China has blocked the move at the UN to list Masoos Azhar , the JeM terror outfit 

cheif , as a " GLobal Terrorist" .He is blamed for several attacks on India including the 2016 , Pattankot 

attack .China has blocked the move by the US,UK,France to place Azhar on the list of Global terrorist , 

and hus organisation . 

About United Nations Security Council 1267 Committee: 

In 1999, the U.N. had set up an al-Qaeda/Taliban sanctions committee (UNSCR 1267) to impose 

strictures on anyone dealing with the Taliban and Osama bin Laden. In 2011, the UNSC made it simply 

the al-Qaeda sanctions committee, separating the Taliban to facilitate talks by delisting Taliban 

leaders being engaged. In December 2015, the UNSC made a further shift by renaming it “ISIL (Da’esh) 

and al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee” . It took two years and the 9/11 attacks for the JeM to be 

designated a terror group by the UNSC 1267 sanctions committee in 2001. In September 2016, India 

asked the 1267 committee to consider banning of Masood Azhar, the head of the Jaish-e-Mohammed, 

which was already a banned entity. 

The UNSC 1267 Committee was established pursuant to resolution 1267 (1999). It is also knoknown 

as the AlQaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee.It was established for the purpose of overseeing the 

implementation of sanctions measures imposed on Taliban-controlled Afghanistan for its support of 

Osama Bin Laden . 

If an individual or terrorist organisation is included in this list, it helps in restricting their movement, 

financial penalties and assets freeze among others .The Committee comprises all 15 members of the 

UNSC and makes its decision by consensus and secretly. If single member opposes it there is no 

consensus. 

That’s why China opposition to India’s bid is not allowing UNSC to designate Masood Azhar as an 

international terrorist and freeze his assets and travel ban .The committee is being criticised for being 

non transparent and in recent time there is demand for its reforms to address procedural 

shortcomings especially fom India . 

Why is China doing so :Chinese hold: 

China had blocked India’s attempts to list Masood Azhar in the agenda of the 1267 committee in 2016 

neutralising India’s campaign. China cited the absence of consensus among members of a UN 

committee, as an explanation for its decision to block the ban. China recently expressed hope that its 

decision to place a ‘technical hold’ on designating Masood Azhar an international terrorist will not 



 

132 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

have a negative impact on China-India ties. On February 22, 2017 India hit out at China for demanding 

“solid evidence” for securing the ban on Azhar, saying the extent of his actions were “well-

documented” and the “burden of proof” was not on the country. 

Pakistan stance: After the Patankot airbase attack in January 2016, Pakistan said Azhar was under 

“protective custody”, a claim India never believed. But he resurfaced in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 

around October 2016 when he addressed supporters in Muzaffarabad through phone. The JeM, which 

he formed after his release by India, was banned by the Pervez Musharraf dispensation. Though the 

ban split the JeM into several groups, their militant activities never stopped. Curiously enough, Azhar 

was never arrested. 

Why is Pakistan important to China? 

With its strategic position, Pakistan offers China an opportunity to expand its influence against “South 

Asian Big Brother” India. Beijing has been showering Islamabad with military and economic goodies 

from a submarine contract to the $40-billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which irks New Delhi 

as it traverses through PoK. Pakistan’s support to China over the South China Sea issue too has fuelled 

India’s fears of Beijing’s forays in the Indian Ocean region. 

Level 1 Q)  What is the UNSC Resolution 1267 , What are the repercursions of China's attitude 

at this.why do you think Pakistan is important to China ? 

 

CHINA AND DJIBOUTI FORGE STRATEGIC TIES , HOSTING CHINA MILITARY BASE  

The military base situated at the Horn Of Africa , situated at the cross roads of ASIA,AFRICA and the 

MIDDLE  EAST. China is looking at harnessing the vast natural resources and the new market . The key 

Chinese base is just a few km from CAMP LEMONNIER, the United States only permanent base in 

AFRICA . The base can also be viewed as a part of the concept of ' String of Pearls ' . 

The strategic location at the Gulf of Aden is one of the worlds busiest shipping routes linking Europe 

to Asia and the Middle East . The base will be used to resupply navy ships participating in 

peacekeeping, humanitarian and anti-piracy missions off the coasts of Yemen and Somalia, in 

particular. 

String of Pearls’ refers to a geopolitical theory to the network of Chinese intentions in India Ocean 

Region (IOR). Precisely, it refers to the network of Chinese military and commercial facilities 

developed by China in countries falling on the Indian Ocean between the Chinese mainland and Port 

Sudan.The doctrine has been discussed and debated for years and India’s ‘Look East Policy’ was 

always seen as an answer to Chinese ‘String of Pearls’.Important points for Chinese – 

Strait of  Malacca - 

The Indian Ocean sees nearly 60 per cent of the trade which includes the trade of oil from the oil fields 

of the Middle East. And 80 per cent of China’s oil imports pass through the Strait of Malacca. 

Therefore, Strait of Malacca is indispensable for China until it develops alternative routes.Therefore 

China is keen to develop friendly relations with countries like Malaysia and Singapore which surround 

the Malacca Strait.India has a strategic hold on Malacca Strait and in past as India had threatened to 

block Malacca Strait when China was mulling to help Pakistan in 1971 war. 
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2. Myanmar 

China has the presence in Myanmar’s Kyaukpyu port. The port situated in the Bay of Bengal has given 

China access to have a commercial Maritime facility which can be used as a military facility at the time 

of conflict. China has invested a lot and 2400 km gas pipeline connecting Kyaukyu and Kunming is an 

example of it. 

Another main Chinese presence in close vicinity to Indian shores are at Coco Islands. Coco Islands are 

situated north of Andaman and Nicobar islands and strategically extremely important at the times of 

conflict. China is reportedly having a military base there as well. 

 

3. Bangladesh 

China has developed the port of Chittagong which again gives it a station to be used in the heart of the 

Bay of Bengal. China has invested a lot in Bangladesh and both Bangladesh and Myanmar are 

important points of OBOR’s sub-project, Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM). China once again 

has been pushing Bangladesh to allow a naval base near Chittagong. 

4. Sri Lanka 

Though India has robust relations with Sri Lanka for centuries, China has found its feet in Sri Lankan 

soil as well. The Chinese company has developed a port Hambantota, in the Southern-eastern side of 

Sri Lanka and the Sri Lankan government has also allowed the control of it to a Chinese company. 

The previous Rajapakshe government had allowed Chinese to build this port and it was likely to allow 

China to build a naval base here. But the Rajapakse government was ousted in 2015 election and the 

present Sirisena government has cordial relations with India, which seems to have given a jolt to the 

Chinese plans. Recently, the Sri Lankan government had rejected Chinese request of allowing one of 

its nuclear submarine dockings at Hambantota. 

5. Pakistan 

Pakistan- India relations require no introduction and China is Pakistan all weather ally. Therefore, 

Pakistan has always been China’s tool to keep India in check. The Gwadar Port developed by China for 

the purpose of CPEC is just the tip of the iceberg as the political pundits believe that China will not 

only assist Pakistan Navy through Gwadar port but would also launch offensive using this port in the 

scenario of a Sino-Indian conflict. 

6. Chinese presence in Greater IOR 

China hasn’t limited itself to lure the countries encircling India, but it has also made its presence felt 

on the African coast and the Middle East. China is said to have a powerful presence on the African 

coast of India ocean in Sudan and Kenya while it’s now building a military base in Djibouti to counter 

the increase American footprint in the Middle-East and IOR. 



 

134 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

 

How India has planned to counter China 

Apart from the Look East policy through which India has been trying to improve relations with China 

Southern-Eastern neighbours like Taiwan, South Korea, Philippines and Japan, India has been trying t 

improve its relationship with its neighbours so that they don’t go and sit in the lap of China. 

To counter Chinese influence in Myanmar, India has recently extended over USD 1.75 billion in grants 

and credit to Myanmar. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently visited Bangladesh and also 

received his counterpart in New Delhi. All these moves are seen as key to counter China. India-

Bangladesh is also likely to develop deep sea military infrastructure in Sonadia. 

In order to counter China’s Gwadar move, India has made deal with Iran and now India is developing 

Chabahar Port in Iran which is even more crucial than Gwadar as it’s located on the mouth of Hormuz 

strait from where oil trade from the oil fields in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and UAE takes 

place. 

India has also invested a lot diplomatically in countries like Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Kazakhstan and Mongolia - all surrounding China. Besides, India has good old friends in Japan, South 

Korea and Russia. 

Level 1 Q What is the String of pearls concept, What are India's plans to counter China's move ? 

 

INDIA URGED TO JOIN THE OBOR AND SHED OBJECTION TO CPEC SAYS CHINA : 

India feels its sovereinty has been violated with the CPEC, as it was not consulted for the project . The 

area through which the CPEC passes , is disputed between India and Pakistan , the POK . This also 

brings huge security concerns to India .   Recently , Chinese ambassador said that China was ready to 

change the name from CPEC . And urged India to join the project . 

India did not attend the Belt and Road Forum thta was held in May 2017 .Instead India showed 

interest for a India - Russia Corridor as na answer to the OBOR of China .This is part of the 

INSTC(International North South Transport Corridor ),a multi-nation project to create transport and 

logistics infrastructure akin to OBOR. 
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The roughly 7,200 kilometre-long INSTC is a proposed multi-modal (ship, rail and road) 

transportation system connecting the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, from where it connects St Petersburg, Russia, and North Europe. 

"The main route begins in Mumbai, passes along the sea to the Iranian ports of Chabahar and Bandar 

Abbas, and from there by land to Iran’s Caspian Sea coast and beyond – or across the Caspian Sea to 

Astrakhan, or overland to Central Asia or the Caucasus to Russia and northern Europe." 

INSTC is expected to slash time for transportation of cargo to Russia from India by half to about 30 

days. The INSTC is much shorter than the current route, which runs through the Suez Canal and the 

Mediterranean Sea.The goods transported through the Suez take 45-60 days to reach Europe, while 

those transported through INSTC would take 25-30 days. 

INSTC depends on the viability of the Chabahar Port , India is alredy developing the port . 

 

Level1 Q what is the alternative suggested by India to OBOR?Analysis , Why India should join 

the CPEC. 

GLOBALISATION AN ‘IRREVERSIBLE HISTORICAL TREND’: XI JINPING   AT THE APEC 

SUMMIT AT VIETNAM 

Chinese president Xi Jinping laid out his country’s credentials as the new champion of world 

trade,calling globalisation an “irreversible historical trend”, a contrast to the “America First” doctrine 

espoused by Donald Trump. 

Mr. Xi conceded that the philosophy behind free trade needed to be repurposed to be “more open, 

more balanced, more equitable and more beneficial to all” but defended multinational trade deals, 

which he said helped poorer nations benefit from global commerce.  Mr. Trump in his “America 

First” doctrine, said Washington would “no longer tolerate” unfair trade, closed markets and 

intellectual property theft, as he seeks to rewrite the rules of global commerce.He also railed against 

free trade deals between multiple countries, saying instead Washington would prioritise  bilateral 

pacts.US withdrew from the Trans Pacific Partnership, a massive trade deal between 12 Pacific 

nations . Mr. Xi is portraying himself as the world’s global free trade leader and pushing its own 

version of TPP instead. 

Q China has become the frontrunner of globalisation when some of the developed economies 

are moving away from it , do you think OBOR is a path to strengthen this ? 
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TRUMP OFFERS TO MEDIATE IN THE SOUTH CHINA DISPUTE    

U.S. President Donald Trump said on a visit to Vietnam on Sunday he was prepared to mediate 

between claimants to the South China Sea, where five countries contest China's sweeping claims to the 

busy waterway.Vietnam , Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Taiwan have claims in the sea. 

Vietnam has become the most vocal opponent of China's claims and its construction and militarisation 

of artificial islands in the sea, through which about $3-trillion in goods pass each year.The South China 

Sea was discussed in Beijing on an earlier leg of Mr. Trump's 12-day Asian tour .The United States has 

angered China with navigation patrols close to Chinese-controlled islands,which is continued by 

Trump's administraton . 

Southeast Asia and China adopted to negotiate a framework for a code of conduct in the South China 

Sea.The framework seeks to advance a 2002 Declaration of Conduct (DOC) of Parties in the South 

China Sea, which China has violated by constructing artificial islands ,three of them equipped with 

runways, surface-to-air missiles and radars.The Frame work will be discussed in Manila. 

What is the South China Sea Dispute about: 

The South China Sea disputes involve both island and maritime claims among several sovereign states 

within the region, namely Brunei, the People's Republic of China (PRC), the Republic of China (ROC), 

Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietnam. An estimated US$5 trillion worth of global trade 

passes through the South China Sea and many non-claimant states want the South China Sea to remain 

international waters. To promote this, several states, including the United States, conduct "freedom of 

navigation" operations. 

In July 2016, a tribunal constituted under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) ruled against the PRC's maritime claims in Philippines v. China. The PRC does not recognise 

the tribunal and, ignored it, insisting that the matter should be resolved through bilateral negotiations 

with other claimants. 

Level 1 Q)  Write about the South China Sea dispute ? 

 

 

INDIA AND CHOGM 

 INDIA  AT CHOGM 2018 LONDON : 

India participated  in the CHOGM 2018 at London .  PM  will attend the Commonwealth summit, which 

is held every two years, after a hiatus of nearly a decade, having last attended the 2009 CHOGM in 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

The presence of India is being looked up at  as taking  up a leadership role at the CHOGM . Modi 

thanked the Queen for personally inviting him for the summit  .  

Importance Of India’s participation this year : Modi's attendance at the summit this year 

symbolises the country's wider efforts to step up its role across global forums. This stepped-up 

engagement is likely to take the form of increased activity within the Commonwealth, including 
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greater resources and manpower as well as financial contributions. Modi had given the last summit at 

Malta in 2015 a miss.  His predecessor, Manmohan Singh, had not attended the 2011 CHOGM summit 

in Australia, and the 2013 one in Sri Lanka. 

It is being interpreted as a sign of India’s willingness to engage constructively with the or-ganisation 

at a time when it is struggling with the very question of its relevance .  

India is also among four countries to pool into an innovative USD 5 million fund for small states to 

obtain easier access to international trade finance to diversify their economies and achieve the 

sustainable development goals. India joins Sri Lanka, Mauritius and Malta to inject capital into the new 

scheme, which has Standard Chartered Bank and the Bank of Baroda as its the facility managers. The 

announcement was made by the Commonwealth Small States Trade Finance Facility . The 

Commonwealth Secretariat-backed trade finance facility guarantees 10% of any loans secured to 

develop trade and sustain economic and social development .  

India gave importance to the development of the small island countries  and to improved acces to 

resources for  achieving the SDGS. 

India's engagement with multilateral bodies has been increasing consistently and the Commonwealth 

is no different. There is a clear desire to play a greater leadership role in the international arena and 

the UK wants India, as the largest country in the Commonwealth, to take on a more important role 

within the organisation .  

According to the 'Commonwealth Trade Review 2018' released earlier this week, India is the top 

recipient of foreign direct investment (FDI) from within the Commonwealth and is the second-most 

lucrative source of investment within the organisation. Between 2005 and 2016, India remained the 

top recipient of greenfield FDI from the Commonwealth, more than doubling the amount it received 

over 10 years. 

Highlights :  

a) Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged the Commonwealth to put sustainable development 

and climate change, particularly of small island states, at the heart of its agenda . 

b) He also used the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in London for a 

series of bilateral meetings, including with Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, and 

Australian Prime Minister Malcom Turnbull. 

c) During the executive sessions that focussed on democracy and the rule of law, the 

international trading system, climate change and sustainable development goals . 

d) India has said that it would double its contribution to the Commonwealth’s small states 

offices in New York and Geneva to help them deal with multilateral areas of concern .  

e) Ahead of the summit, it was hoped that renewed interest from India will give new impetus 

and relevance to the organisation. 

 IMPORTANCE OF COMMNEWEALTH TO INDIA :  

 From the Indian perspective, the Commonwealth offers opportunities to reach out to small states, 

that make up around 60% of Commonwealth members. In some of these states, India has no 

diplomatic presence, and forging relations with these countries could help India secure crucial votes 
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during UN or multilateral contests it is involved . India also views the Commonwealth as a 

counterpoint to China, and its expanding influence in South Asia and the Indian Ocean .  

Security, counterterrorism, education, climate change and environmental issues feature d 

prominently in discussions, as well as opportunities to grow intra-Commonwealth trade to $700 

billion by 2020, challenging rising protectionist sentiment globally. 

India gives importance to the Small Island states at  CHOGM ( Analysis) :  

From the Indian Perspective the Commonwealth   offers opportunities to reach out to th small island 

states that make up around 60% of the Commonwealth Members , In some of these states India  has  

no diplomatic presence and forging relations with these countries could help India secure crucial 

votes at the UN or various other Multilateral organisations it is contesting In .  Economically too the 

Small island states are important as the world  Economy is going through a different phase where 

there is increase in protectionism , in such times India is seeing to improve its growth rate majorly 

through Export , therefore new destinations for its exports and new trade relations are very important 

.  

India primarily took  up the issue of assisting the states in achieving the SDGs, also helping them in 

mitigating the effects of Climate Change .  

The Small Island Nations will be the most  Affected by the rising sea level due to increasing warming 

which is the effect of Climate Change .  

Level 1 Q) Write about Commonwealth ? 

Level 2 Q) Write about the recent held CHOGM ? 

Level 3 Q)   India is being looked up to play a  important role In the Commonwealth ,  Its 

presence after a 8 year hiatus is being looked up at , what is the importance of  Commonwealth 

to India ?  

INDIA- UK CEO  FORUM  MEET DURING THE VISIT OF PM TO LONDON FOR CHOGM ; 

What is the UK India CEO  Forum :  

This is the 4th forum to take place . 

This Forum will be tasked with advising the Prime Ministers about the trade and investment 

opportunities and challenges . The forum is an influential platform of top business leaders of the two 

nations. It provides inputs to the governments on measures to boost bilateral trade and investment. It 

includes 30 CEOs from India and  the UK . 

The CEOs were headed by Sir Gerry Grimstone, Chairman of Standard Life Aberdeen, and Ajay 

Piramal, Chairman of Piramal Enterprises. Other participating companies included Vodafone, Diageo, 

BAE Systems, GSK, Reckitt Benckiser, JCB, BP, Bharti, HAL and Bharat Forge. 

Importance of the Forum : , 

The UK is the largest G20 investor in India, with 535 UK businesses employing 691,000 people across 

the country in sectors as diverse as retail, infrastructure, construction, information and 

communications technology, creative industries and healthcare. In the UK, around 800 Indian 
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businesses employ 110,000 people. This forum will bring out the issues to be resolves and the 

challenges that are faced by the business , so that there is better trade and investment . 

The discussions and the  deliberations are very important as they come from the leading players in the 

business arena , these will lead to better trade and investment .  

Importance of the Forum for the UK :  

With Britain signalling renewed interest in a stronger bilateral trade relationship with India following 

Brexit, a joint trade review was initiated by the two governments to examine post-Brexit 

opportunities, while Modi said during his current visit that he stood ready to negotiate a free trade 

agreement with Britain, once it exits the EU. 

“ As UK is the largest G20 investor in India , India cannot afford to overlook the issues in the 

Trade relations .” 

What are the issues being faced by India and UK  on the Trade front :  

 The issue of retrospective taxation in India, and labour mobility in the UK were among the 

issues raised by Indian and British chief executives .  

 Businesses felt that the retrospective tax issue cast a cloud over investor confidence and 

there were repeated requests to look at the issue and that in both cases in existence the 

arbitration processes should be allowed to proceed . ( Retrospective tax means imposing 

the tax from a previous date , this increases the burden of the company and reduces profits , 

it also  effects wages ) . 

 These issues, alongside recommendations on ways in which the countries could jointly 

enhance data protection, and collaborate on technology and innovation were discussed at 

the UK-India CEOs forum .  

 Indian business leaders also raised the issue of mobility for those in professional services ( 

Like IT etc )  in the UK, including around costs and the need of technology sector workers to 

pay National Insurance contributions, despite being in the country for short periods. 

 There were also discussions around the strengthening of IP protection enforcement in 

India. ( if IP Protection is not strong then the companies will have competition from 

cheaper made products , as there will  be other companies that will start to produce the 

same product or use the same process thus effecting the profits again )  Other issues 

discussed included opportunities for tech collaboration, including the creation of a virtual 

incubator for UK-Indian start-ups and links up between universities, advanced 

manufacturing, autonomous and electric vehicles, and the life sciences. 

 

Level 1 Q) Write about the UK – India relation ?  

Level 2 Q) What are the economic issues of concern between the UK and  India , What is the 

importance of the UK India  CEO forum ?  

 

INDIA AND SRI LANKA  
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INDIA SENDS SACRED BUDDHA RELICS FROM SARNATH TO SRI LANKA 

India has sent sacred Buddha relics from Sarnath to Sri Lanka on the occasion of Buddha Purnima. 

Enshrined at the Mulagandhakuti Vihara at Sarnath, the sacred Buddha relics have been sent to Sri 

Lanka for public veneration during the annual Vesak/Buddh Purnima festival. 

Relics were brought to Sri Lanka for first time in nearly a hundred years. This is only the second time 

these relics, discovered by British archaeologists in colonial India in 1913 and handed over to the 

Maha Bodhi Society of India for custody, have left India. 

Lumbini is the birth place of Lord Buddha , it is situated at Nepal . 

 

 

 

DELHI , MALDIVES SET TO REBOOT TIES .  

Maldivian Foreign Minister Visit : 

Maldivian Foreign Minister Mohamed Asim arrived in Delhi to meet Prime Minister Modi . Asim’s visit 

is the first high-level visit between the two countries in nearly a year, since Minister of State for 

External Affairs M.J. Akbar visited in February 2017, and the first since the Maldives and China signed 

a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in November 2017. 

India is concerned about the FTA between China and Maldives especially with the speed with which it 

was passed , without taking the opposition into knowledge . Analysts say that the FTA( Free trade 

Agreement ) will increase the influence of China in the Maldives , which is concerning India . 

Shortly thereafter, India had indicated its displeasure at the speed with which the FTA was passed in 

the Maldivian parliament, followed by President Yameen’s state visit to Beijing. 

 

 



 

141 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

Male is the only SAARC capital Mr. Modi has not visited since he took office, having cancelled a 

planned visit in March 2015 over the Yameen government’s crackdown on political protests, putting a 

strain on bilateral ties. Meanwhile, an official invitation last year by New Delhi to former President 

Mohammed . 

Nasheed, who faces a jail term in the Maldives, had further widened the perceived rift between India 

and Maldives . 

 

Counter-terrorism exercises between armed forces called “EKUVERIN” had been held in Karnataka in 

December. Maldives wants to have a FTA with India , but the strained relations between the two 

countries has not forwarded the discussions . In December 2017 , the Yameen government passed 

strictures against local councillors, who met High Commissioner of India Akhilesh Mishra, and 

restricted local officials from meeting diplomats. An editorial in a Maldivian government-friendly 

newspaper, the Vaguthu, was seen criticising the Modi government’s “pro-Hindutva” policies had also 

caused concern in New Delhi. 

 

India – Maldive Relations: 

Maldives is located south of India's Lakshadweep Islands in the Indian Ocean. Both nations 

established diplomatic relations after the independence of Maldives from British rule in 1966. India 

was one of the first nations to recognize Maldives' independence. Since then, India and Maldives have 

developed close strategic, military, economic and cultural relations. 

 

India and Maldives officially and amicably decided their maritime boundary in 1976 . India and 

Maldives signed a comprehensive trade agreement in 1981. Both nations are founding members of 

the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the South Asian Economic Union and 

signatories to the South Asia Free Trade Agreement. Indian and Maldivian leaders have maintained 

high-level contacts and consultations on regional issues. 

Bilateral Assistance :Ind ia is a leading development partner of Maldives and has established many 

of theLeading institutions of Maldives including the Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital (IGMH), Faculty 

of Engineering Technology (FET) and Faculty of Hospitality & Tourism Studies (IMFFHTS). India has 

offered assistance to Maldives wherever required. After the tsunami that struck Maldives on 

December 26, 2004, India was the first country to rush relief and aid to Maldives. Mohmd Nasheed 

was the nations first democratically elected president , he has been arrested on terror charges , and 

now lives in exile in Columbia . India and the US have condemned the way Nasheed case was handled . 

Capacity Building and Training : 

Capacity building and skills development is one of the key components of India’s assistance to 

Maldives. India offers several scholarships to Maldivian students under the following schemes: 

 ICCR scholarships 

 SAARC Chair Fellowship 

 ITEC training & scholarships 
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 Technical Cooperation Scheme of Colombo Plan 

 Medical scholarships 

Several Maldivian diplomats have received training in India under the Indian Foreign Service 

Institute’s Professional Course for Foreign Diplomats (PCFD) program. Economic and Commercial 

relations :India and Maldives signed a trade agreement in 1981, which provides for export of essential 

commodities. 

Indian Business in Maldives :State Bank of India has been playing a vital role in the economic 

development of the Maldives since February, 1974 by providing loan assistance for promotion of 

island resorts, export of marine products and business enterprises. Taj Group of India runs two 

resorts in Maldives, namely Taj Exotica Resort & Spa and Vivanta Coral Reef Resort. 

Indian Community :Indians are the second largest expatriate community in the Maldives with 

approximate strength of around 26,000. 

Level 1 Q)Give an account of India – Maldives relations , What are the reasons for the Maldives 

and India relations being low of recent ? 

INDIA AND MULTILATERAL EXPORT CONTROL REGIMES  

 

 

 

 

 

 INDIA JOINS AUSTRALIAN GROUP 9 ONE OF THE FOUR MULTILATERAL EXPORT 

CONTROL REGIMES.  

 

Non proliferation Regimes : 
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These regimes provide a framework for participating governments to combat multilaterally problems 

related to export control and WMD proliferation. 

Together, the regimes are comprehensive and strive to address the essential threats to security. 

Individually, the regimes target specific threats including chemical and biological weapons (The 

Australia Group), nuclear weapons (Nuclear Suppliers Group), delivery systems (Missile Technology 

Control Regime), and conventional arms (The Wassenaar Arrangement). 

What is the news ? 

On January 19 2018 India joined the Australian Group , an Informal grouping that seeks to ensure that 

exports do not contribute to the development of chemical and biological weapons . India joined as the 

43rd member of the group . The entry is expected to raise India’s stature in the field of non-

proliferation and critical technologies . 

 

Significance of the membership of the group ? 

India is the latest entrant and also the first South Asian member to become its full time member . 

India’s membership will increase its credentials in Non-Proliferation although India is not a member 

of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty ( NPT) . 

 It is also expected to strengthen India’s bid to enter the Nuclear Suppliers Group ( NSG) . 

 Significantly China which stalled India’s membership into the 48 member NSG is not a member 

of the MTCR, AG, WA . 

 India’s entry into this grouping is blocked by China, which opposes the country’s admission on 

the grounds that it is not a signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty. China has also sought to 

link India’s entry with that of Pakistan—seen as a country that has aided regimes like that of 

North Korea in developing atomic weapon capabilities. 

Background : 

Ever since India signed the Civil Nuclear Agreement with USA , it has been trying to get into these 4 

Multilateral Export control Regimes . India was inducted as the 42nd member of the “ Wassenaar 

Arrangement “ in December 2017 . In June 2016 it became the 35th full time member of the MTCR. 

These Multilateral Export Control Regimes control regulate the conventional , nuclear , biological , 

chemical weapons and technologies . 

What is the Non-Proliferation treaty : 

The Non-Proliferation Treaty is a international treaty that came into force in 1970 , whose objective is 

to prevent the spread of “ Nuclear Weapons “ , “ Weapons Technology “ , and to promote cooperation 

in the peaceful uses of Nuclear Technology and to further the goal of Nuclear Disarmament and 

complete Disarmament . 

The 3 Pillars of the NPT are : 

 Non- Proliferation 

 

 Disarmament 
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 Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Technology . 

Parties to the Treaty : 190 countries as on 2016 

Non Parties are : Pakisan , India , Isreal , North Korea , South Sudan 

Though North Korea, which acceded in 1985 but never came into compliance, announced its 

withdrawal from the NPT in 2003, following detonation of nuclear devices . Four UN member states 

have never accepted the NPT, three of which are thought to possess nuclear weapons: India, Israel, 

and Pakistan. In addition, South Sudan, founded in 2011, has not joined. 

Nuclear Weapons State :  

The treaty defines nuclear-weapon states as those that have built and tested a nuclear explosive 

device before 1 January 1967; these are the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, France, and 

China. 

The NPT obligates the five acknowledged nuclear-weapon states (the United States, Russian 

Federation, United Kingdom, France, and China ( FRUUC) not to transfer nuclear weapons, other 

nuclear explosive devices, or their technology to any non-nuclear-weapon state. 

Nuclear Weapon States are also obligated not to acquire or produce nuclear weapons or nuclear 

explosive devices. All nuclear materials in peaceful civil facilities under the jurisdiction of the state 

must be declared to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), whose inspectors have routine 

access to the facilities for periodic monitoring and inspections. 

In order to accede to the treaty, these states must do so as NNWS, since the treaty restricts NWS status 

to nations that "manufactured and exploded a nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive device prior 

to 1 January 1967." For India, Israel, and Pakistan, all known to possess or suspected of having nuclear 

weapons, joining the treaty as NNWS would require that they place all their nuclear materials under 

international safeguards. South Africa followed this path to accession in 1991. 

 

Reason India is not signing the NPT : 

1) India thinks NPT is discriminatory: There are two types of members in the NPT - Nuclear 

Weapons State and Non-Nuclear Weapons State. Only five countries (including China) who had 

fired a nuclear device before 1970 were given the status of Nuclear Weapons State. Any other 

nation who wished to sign the NPT, had to do so as a Non-Nuclear Weapons State. India 

exploded its first nuclear device in 1974 - this implies that the only option by which India could 

sign the NPT is being a Non-Nuclear Weapons State. 

2)  India needs a minimum nuclear deterrant: If India signs the NPT as a Non-Nuclear Weapons 

State, India cannot even keep a minimal nuclear deterrant. In the light of the wars waged with 

neighbours China and Pakistan, this option seems suicidal, given China and Pakistan 

themselves have nuclear weapons. Therefore even popular political support, across the 

political spectrum, has been towards nuclear weapons program, rather than signing the NPT. 

Level 1 Q) What is the significance of the membership of India to the AG ?  

Level 2 Q) Give an account of the other Export Control groups and Also their mandate , ? 
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Level3 Q) why is India not signing the NPT ? 

 

INDIA GETS ADMISSION INTO WASSENAAR ARRANGEMENT: 

India has been admitted as the 42nd member of the organisation which regulates trade and the use of 

‘ Dual Use Goods and Technologies ‘ & ‘Conventional arms ‘. 

What advantage will India get by the membership ? 

1. India will get access to high end technology which will help address the demands of the Space 

and the Defence industry . Most importantly, a host of 'intrusion software' technologies, which form a 

part of the mass-surveillance systems. 

2. This will also make easy India’s membership into the NSG. 

3. It will help India raise its stature in the field of Non-Proliferation and acquire critical 

technologies . 

4. For many years, India has been a coveted market for foreign defence companies, given India’s 

desire for military modernisation and upgradation of its internal security apparatus .Many of these 

companies were hamstrung in their approach because of their respective national governments' 

compliance with the multilateral arms control regimes, such as WA. The Membership of WA will open 

the doors for these companies to trade and transfer technology to India. 

5. It will help India in its “ Make in India “ program , as India wants to become self sufficient in 

manufacture of Defence Equipment , technology acquisition will help . 

6. If we combine the WA membership with India's recent success at the International Court of 

Justice, it is certain to elevate its diplomatic profile. 

7. China is not a member ( only permanent UNSC member not a member) of the WA means that, if 

it decides to apply for the WA membership in the future, India will have a say in the decision – just as 

currently China has on India's application of NSG membership. 

8. India is not a signatory to the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty , which India sees as Biased and 

views NNPT as “ Technology denial regimes “ , even though not being member India has a impeccable 

record of Non-Proliferation , with this, it will be another victory to India’s non-proliferation track 

record  

9. India ‘s membership will help it get certain licensing exceptions . 

Challenge: While the membership to AG is easier , the challenge will be at NSG . The post Doklam and 

the post WA membership will harden China’s stand on India’s membership to the NSG. 

Level 1 Q) . Mention India’s victory recently in the international Organisations .? 

Level 2 Q)  What will India gain with its entry to the Export Control regimes ? 

About Wassenaar Arrangement : 
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1. The 42-member WA was established in 1996 .It is a Multilateral Export Control Regime 

( MECR ). 

2. Successor to the Cold War - era Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Control 

( COCOM) , was established in 1996 in Wassenaar ( Netherlands ) . 

3. The Secretariat is located in Vienna , Austria . 

4. It is not a treaty, and therefore is not legally binding. 

5. The Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) has been established in order to contribute to 

regional and international security and stability, by promoting transparency and greater 

responsibility by the signatories in transfers of conventional arms and dual-use goods and 

technologies, thus preventing destabilising accumulations. 

6. Every six months member countries exchange information on deliveries of conventional 

arms to non-Wassenaar members that fall under eight broad weapons categories: battle tanks, 

armoured fighting vehicles (AFVs), large-caliber artillery, military aircraft, military helicopters, 

warships, missiles or missile systems, and small arms and light weapons. 

7. The aim is also to prevent the acquisition of these items by terrorists. The group’s 

regulations are implemented through two lists— 

8. the Munitions List, which tracks conventional weapons, and 

9. the Dual-Use Goods and Technologies List. 

Admission Requirements for countries : Admission requires states to: 

• Be a producer or exporter of arms or sensitive industrial equipment. 

• Maintain fully effective export control 

• Maintain non-proliferation policies and appropriate national policies, including adherence to ; 

1. Non-Proliferation Policies such as NSG,MCTR,AG. 

2. Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty , Biological Weapons Convention,Chemical weapons 

Convention , Where applicable START I . 

India's application was supported by Russia, USA, France and Germany. Admission of new members 

requires the consensus of all members. 

 

  MULTILATERAL EXPORT CONTROL REGIMES :  

Ever since the end of World War II, industrialised and developed countries have tried to control the 

spread of strategic goods and dual-use technologies. Following the onset of the Cold War in the 1950s, 

these efforts gained further traction among the developed world keen to restrict the proliferation of 

such goods and technologies to the Soviet Union and its allies. 

Multilateral Regimes are groups that are independent of the United Nations that states may use to 

organize their export control programs. Their regulations apply only to members and it is not 

obligatory that a country join. 

Thus broadly Multilateral Control Regime: 
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 Contribute by establishing control lists and guidelines that most of the potential suppliers 

subscribe to. 

 Help keep the most/best technology out of the hands of proliferators. 

 Create Global Standards 

The four major Multilateral Non-proliferation Export Control Regimes are: 

The Australia Group - Ensuring would-be proliferators are not able to obtain necessary inputs for 

chemical and biological weapons through the development of ways to minimize export and 

transshipping risks. Licensing authority over a wide range of chemical weapons precursors is one way 

to reduce risk. Members require licenses for the export of dual-use chemical manufacturing facilities, 

equipment, and related technology, plant pathogens, animal pathogens, biological agents, and dual-

use biological equipment. These items form the basis for the Group’s common control lists. 

The Wassenaar Arrangement - Contributing to regional and international security and stability by 

promoting transparency and responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and sensitive dual-use 

(civilian/military) goods and technologies. Members of the Wassenaar Arrangement implement 

export controls on specific armaments and technologies. Export control guidelines help prevent 

destabilizing accumulations of weapons and technologies in volatile regions around the world. 

Missile Technology Control Regime - Minimizing the risk of the proliferation of WMD delivery 

systems through the adherence of member states to common export policies and guidelines. 

Specifically, the aim of the MTCR is to restrict the proliferation of missiles, complete rocket systems, 

unmanned air vehicles, and related technology for those systems capable of carrying a 500 kilogram 

payload at least 300 kilometers, as well as systems intended for the delivery of weapons of mass 

destruction. It achieves its goals through export controls and licensing, relative information exchange 

between members, and outreach to non-members. 

Nuclear Suppliers Group - Contributing to the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons through the 

implementation of guidelines for nuclear and related exports. Forty member countries have 

developed export guidelines, which aim to ensure that nuclear trade for peaceful purposes does not 

contribute to the proliferation of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. These 

guidelines cover nuclear material, technology and equipment, which may be considered dual-use. 

 

 

 3RD EDITION OF THE RAISINA DIALOGUE , A GEO-POLITICAL CONFERENCE :  THEME : 

MANAGING DISRUPTIVE TRANSITIONS : IDEAS , INSTITUTIONS , IDIOMS 

What is Raisina Dialogue : 

1) The event, jointly organised by the Ministry of External Affairs and Observer Research 

Foundation (ORF) an independent think tank , is a multilateral conference aimed at addressing 

challenging 

2) issues globally. 

3) It is designed on the lines of Singapore's “ Shangri-La Dialogue “ . 

4) The conference has emerged as India’s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-economics . 
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5) The name “Raisina Dialogue” comes from Raisina Hill, an elevation in New Delhi that is home to 

the Government of India, as well as the Presidential Palace of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan . 

6) The conference involves is multistakeholder involving global policymakers , including heads of 

state, cabinet ministers and local government officials . 

7) The theme of the dialogue this year is ‘Managing Disruptive Transitions: Ideas, Institutions and 

Idioms’. 

8) The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral conference committed to addressing the most 

challenging issues facing the global community. 

 Level !Q) Write about the Raisina Dialogue ?  

 A 3-NATION INDO – PACIFIC COMPACT INDIA-JAPAN-TRILATERAL 

What is the news ? 

• India , Japan and Australia Trilateral meeting was held in New Delhi , and comes immediately 

after the QUAD meeting the 3 had along with US .India , Japan and Australia agree to greater 

collaboration in maritime security .The Trilateral meeting comes after the recent QUAD ( India Japan 

Australia US ) meeting in Manila , held during the APEC Summit . India, Japan and Australia have 

“growing convergences” in the Indo-Pacific region . 

• The three sides stressed the need for greater collaboration on maritime security and domain 

awareness and disaster response capabilities. They also renewed their resolve to fight the scourge of 

terrorism , and the need for enhanced cooperation on counter-terrorism . 

• This is the fourth trilateral between Foreign Secretaries S. Jaishankar and his counterparts, Ms. 

Adamson and Japanese Vice-Minister Shinsuke Sugiyama, being held in Delhi a month after the first 

meeting of the Quadrilateral, or Quad, which includes the U.S., was held in Manila. 

• The trilateral mentioned its support for ASEAN centrality in the political and security 

architecture of the Indo-Pacific region , indicating the possibility of trilateral military cooperation 

along with East Asian nations . The theme of the engagement this year would focus on the 3 “C’s” of 

Commerce, Connectivity and Culture. 

About the Trilateral : 

The first trilateral meet was held in Delhi in 2015 followed by Japan in 2016 and third in Canberra in 

April 2017. 

Significance of the meeting : 

• The three countries have focused on joint initiatives such as joint maritime projects, naval 

cooperation and trilateral exercise to ensure a presence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The 

meeting is to keep the momentum going. 

• The emerging partnership between Delhi-Tokyo-Canberra along with the USA in the 

Quadrilateral besides Indo-US-Japan trilateral is in the backdrop of China's One Belt One Road (BRI) 

initiative , that is unilateral in its approach (including infringement of sovereignty in PoK) and has 

implications for India's security . Beijing's unilateral action in South China Sea region and its disregard 

for UNCLOS verdict in the case with Philippines 
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and its military agenda in the Indian Ocean Region. The Growing instability around the Persian Gulf 

due to tensions in the Arab world are also critical to the security of the IOR. 

 

• Japan and China are locked in a dispute over Senkaku/ Dioyu islands claimed by both the 

nations. China has established a naval base at the islands triggering an outrage from Japan. Japan is 

against China’s Expansionist policies . 

• The meeting assumes importance on the backdrop of North Korea's actions , the most recent 

being successfultesting of an Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) and claim to have achieved 

nuclear statehood . 

• The meet will help boost India's clout in the IOR partnering with Japan and Australia , a region 

where China has always had an aggressive stance ( String of Pearls theory) . China has often claimed 

that the Indian Ocean is not India's Ocean. 

Is India forming a security alliance ? 

• India's aim though is not to form a security alliance pitted against one power but rather to seek 

an inclusive and responsible approach from China by hedging it through a counter-balance. But if we 

take into consideration the recent meetings like apart from this trilateral between India-Japan-

Australia and also the QUAD meeting , the 15th RIC meeting , India is participating in Multil-

alignments and mutually exclusive Trilaterals and QUAD moving away from the policy of non-

alignment , at the same time ensuring that it follows its foreign policy principles and protecting its 

sovereignty . If India wants to play a bigger role at the global stage then its important that it 

participates in such meetings and keeps good diplomatic relations which will help it during situations 

Ex. Its diplomatic role helped India in securing a membership to Wassenaar . 

Level 1 Q ) Write about the India Japan Australia Trilateral and the Recent QUAD meeting ? 

assess the gains to India ? 

 

 INDIA CHINA 20TH ROUND OF BOUNDARY TALKS  

India and China held the 20th round of negotiations on the border issues . The meeting, which comes 

four months after the forces of the two sides confronted each other at the Doklam plateau, was headed 

by special representatives from both sides, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and his Chinese 

counterpart Yang Jiechi. 

The Ministry of External Affairs made a formal announcement for the talks which were finalised 

during the bilateral meeting between External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and her Chinese 

counterpart Wang Yi, held on the sidelines of the trilateral RIC (Russia-India-China) foreign ministers’ 

meeting. 

The most pressing issues between India and China are : 

The One Belt One Road initiative, China’s opposition to Indian membership at the Nuclear Suppliers 

Group (NSG) and the Indian opposition to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) also , a new issue 
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on the ground is the issue of the pollution of the Siang river which has contaminated the flow of the 

mighty Brahmaputra in Assam. 

Earlier Chinese ambassador Luo Zhaohui had indicated China was willing to change the name of CPEC 

to address India’s concerns regarding CPEC. “We can change name of CPEC (China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor). Create an alternate corridor through Jammu and Kashmir, Nathu La pass or Nepal to deal 

with India’s concerns,” the envoy had said . 

 

Imp points of the meeting : 

• Positively in tune with the Astana consensus, India and China agreed to maintain “regular 

contact” and “build on their convergences”, while seeking mutually acceptable resolution of their 

differences with “due respect for each other’s sensitivities, concerns and aspirations” , also in line with 

the understanding at the BRICS summit in Xiamen, both sides agreed to put the Doklam border crisis 

behind them. This was the major take away from the meeting . 

• This is the first time that a Special Representative from the Chinese side is also a member of the 

powerful politburo of the Communist Party of China , Thus the decisions made are all the more 

significant . 

• They agreed that efforts should be made to ensure that “defence and security (personnel) must 

maintain strong contacts and cooperation” at the borders to “ensure that (the) sort of situation which 

happened recently should not recur”. 

• The Special Representatives undertook a comprehensive review of earlier rounds of talks and 

agreed that an “early settlement of the boundary question serves the fundamental interests of both 

countries”. 

Level 1 Q) Write about the International Borders shared with India , along with a diagram 

and comment about the recently concluded India China Boundary talks ? 

15 RIC TRILATERAL MEETING 

Origins of the RIC : It was in December 1998 that the idea of the “ strategic triangle “ was mooted by 

the then Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov . He was the 1st important visitor to India after 

the Pokran Nuclear tests .It took time for the trilateral to take place on the on the sidelines of the 

UNGA . From 2006 these trilaterals turned into stand alone formal foreign minister meetings . The RIC 

has since then been working together in various regional and global organizations including the BRICS 

, SCO and the BASIC , and has been a seen as a force on Western Hegemony . This has sparked other 

trilaterals such as US-Japan-India , US – Japan-Australia which have now turned into QUAD . 

The RIC Trilateral has been meeting annually since 2002 . 

 

11 MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE IN BUENOS AIRES ,ARGENTINA 

What is the WTO? 
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Formed in January 1995 , successor to the GATT which was an agreement and not an Organisation . 

HQ is at Geneva Switzerland 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international organization dealing with the 

rules of trade between nations. At its heart are the WTO agreements, negotiated and signed by the 

bulk of the world’s trading nations and ratified in their parliaments. The goal is to ensure that trade 

flows as smoothly, predictably and freely as possible. 

It is the largest international economic organization in the world. The WTO deals with regulation of 

trade in goods, services and intellectual property between participating countries by providing a 

framework for negotiating trade agreements and a dispute resolution process aimed at enforcing 

participants' adherence to WTO agreements, which are signed by representatives of member 

governments and ratified by their parliaments 

Roles of the WTO : 

The WTO has many roles: it operates a global system of trade rules, it acts as a forum for negotiating 

trade agreements, it settles trade disputes between its members and it supports the needs of 

developing countries. 

All major decisions are made by the WTO's member governments: either by ministers (who usually 

meet at least every two years) or by their ambassadors or delegates (who meet regularly in Geneva). 

The primary purpose of the WTO is to open trade for the benefit of all. 

Decision making in the WTO :The WTO's top decision-making body is the Ministerial Conference. 

Below this is the General Council and various other councils and committees. Ministerial conferences 

usually take place every two years. The General Council is the top day-to-day decision-making body. It 

meets a number of times a year in Geneva. 

Membership : The WTO has over 164 members representing 98 per cent of world trade. Over 20 

countries are seeking to join the WTO. To join the WTO, a government has to bring its economic and 

trade policies in line with WTO rules and negotiate its terms of entry with the WTO membership. 

Budget:The WTO derives most of the income for its annual budget from contributions by its 

members. These contributions are based on a formula that takes into account each member's share of 

international trade. 
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Level 1Q) Elucidate the mandate and the functions of the WTO ?  How does India Benefit from it 

as a member ?  

Level 2 Q) Write about the GATT and the Doha round with respect to WTO ?  

 INDIA TO HOST THE 3RD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE 

AIIB ( ASIAN INVESTMENT INFRASTRUCTURE BANK ) ,  IN JUNE 2018 

AIIB is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve social and economic outcomes in 

Asia and beyond . It was formed to support the building of infrastructure in the Asia Pacific region. 

The bank was proposed by China in 2013 and founded in 2014. Headquartered in Beijing( China,)AIIB 

commenced operations in January 2016. 

It is regarded as a rival for the ADB , World Bank , and the IMF . The 3 largest share contributors are 

China --- 30.34% , India --- 8.52% , Russia --- 6.66% . Three categories of votes exist Basic Votes , 

Share votes and Founding Member votes . The bank will help in investing in Infrastructure , ADB 

estimates that Asia will need $8trillion for infrastructure by 2020 . 

India is not only one of the founding members of AIIB but is also the 2nd largest shareholder in AIIB. 

Level 1Q) Write about the AIIB ?  

Level 2 Q) Keeping India’s requirement of Assistance for its Infratsructure development  , how 

do you think will the AIIB help India ?  

 

TRUMPS ASIAN TRIP 
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Trump came to Asia with two primary objectives: Build a coalition around stopping North Korea and 

convince Asian markets to do business with the United States, even if he is ending sweeping trade 

deals like the Trans-Pacific Partnership.11 US allies have decided to go ahead with the TPP even 

without US. 

What became clear during Trump's time abroad is that Trump's hard-line economic nationalism -- the 

"America First" rhetoric that got him elected president -- could lead the United States to be left 

behind.Thus he is pushing for bilateral deals now . 

Asking countries to focus on their own issues : 

In a region that was once a hotbed of proxy wars involving the United States, Trump urged Asian 

leaders to focus on their own countries and people, and to answer to no one outside their borders. It 

meant that now US will be less entangled with the world.He did not comment of Human Rights issue 

of Phillipines and Saudi Arabia too .Proving his point . 

On North Korea: 

Trump has struck a measured, but grave, tone on North Korea during his time in Asia.Trump warned 

North Korea not to try the United States, arguing that any strike against the United States or its allies 

would be a "fatal miscalculation."  

  The unique aspects of summits like APEC and ASEAN are the traditional dress each host nation 

provides the world leaders.In Vietnam, Trump wore a boxy, blue silk shirt for the so-called APEC 

family photo, keeping with a tradition started by the United States in 1993. 

And in the Philippines, Trump wore a long sleeved, sheer barong, a traditional formal attire in the 

nation.Thus getting on board with the others and Sending out a message that he will partner them 

though moving away from the traditional US policy. 

INDIA AND BANGLADESH  

 

 INDIA –  BANGLADESH   INAUGURATE CONNECTIVITY PROJECTS  

India and Bangladesh jointly inaugurated a series of connectivity projects between the two countries. 

These include, 

1. the second Bhairab and Titas Railway Bridges; and 

2. the International Rail Passenger Terminus at Chitpur in Kolkata. 

The dignitaries also flagged off the inaugural run of the Bandhan Express(passenger train after 10 yrs 

of 

Kolkata-Dhaka called Maitree) between Kolkata and Khulna.Close connection and understanding 

between two countries requires connectivity between the people across the border and Maitree 

Express and Bandhan Express trains will further add to connectivity between India and Bangladesh 

and strengthen our bonding.India has emerged as the most trusted partner of Bangladesh by 

undertaking and completing a series of developmental projects in Bangladesh. 
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The Bandhan Express train is the second train to be flagged off after the introduction of Maitree 

Express’ between Kolkata and Dhaka Cantonment stations in April, 2008. It covers the distance 

between Kolkata and Khulna through Petrapole & Benapole route to cater to the demands of the 

people from both the countries to enhance the connectivity. 

  The Bhairab Bridge and Titas Bridge in Bangladesh built under the assistance of Government of 

India are two of the most important projects in Bangladesh for infrastructure and rolling stock 

development. The Bhairab Railway Bridge was built over the mighty Meghna river at a cost of around 

USD 75 millions by India.The Titas bridge over river Titas in Eastern Bangladesh . 

Both these bridges are on the main Chittagong to Dhaka Trunk Rail Line which will help in faster 

movement of both passenger and freight trains of Bangladesh. 

Level 1 Q Mention about the recent projects between India and Bangladesh to improve 

connectivity ? 

INDIA AND THE QUAD  

 

FIRST QUADRILATERAL TALKS 

What is QUAD SECURITY DIALOGUE (QSD) 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) is an informal strategic dialogue between the United States, 

Japan, Australia and India.The dialogue was initiated in 2007 by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan, 

with the 

support of Vice President Dick Cheney of the US, Prime Minister John Howard of Australia and Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh of India. The dialogue was paralleled by joint military exercises, titled 

Exercise Malabar. The diplomatic and military arrangement is widely viewed as a response to 

increased Chinese economic and military power. 

Origins :  In December aftre the massive Tsunami in 2004(The Tsunami created havoc Indonesia, 

Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, Myanmar etc. Hardest hit was Indonesia.) , the US President George Bush 

announced that India, US, Japan and Australia would launch a coalition to collaborate the massive 

relief and rehabilitation works. This led to birth of the “Quadrilateral” or Quad. 

The formation of a quadrilateral security dialogue comprising India, the US, Australia and Japan was 

first mooted around 10 years back but it did not see the light of day.Japan stressed for a open dialogue 

, US and Japan have been pushing India to play a greater role in the Indo-Pacific region . 

Why Australia moved away? Australia had left the grouping during the term of KevinRudd , as he 

viewed the conflict between US and China as a threat to the regional security , but later joined back in 

2010 when Kevin Rudd was replaced by Julia Gillard . 

What is the motive of Quad ? Though the group's motive is security dialogue , but the ulterior motive 

of the group is to contain the influence of China . China has called the QUAD a ASIAN NATO.And has 

warned that the partnership should not be directed towards a third country. 
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AT MANILA IN PHILLIPINES ON THE LINES OF THE 21st ASEAN AND 13thEAST ASIA : India  

participated in the first formal official-level discussions conducted  under the recently mooted  

regional coalition known as the ‘Quad’.They agreed for a free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-

Pacific region serves the long-term interests of all countries in the region and of the world at large.The 

officials also exchanged views on addressing common challenges of terrorism and proliferation 

linkages impacting the region as well as on enhancing connectivity. 

  Keeping in mind Beijing's assertiveness in the South China Seaa, freedom of navigation figured 

at the ‘Quad'.Discussions stressed at upholding the rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific and respect 

for international law, freedom of navigation and overflight. The leaders of the quadrilateral countries, 

Mr. Abe, Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump attended the dinner dressed in the Barong Tagalog, the traditional 

Filipino shirt for men. 

Importance of the Indo pacific region : 

Level 1 Q)  What is the strategic imp of Indo - Pacific , mandate of QUAD ? 

INDIA AT THE ICJ  

 MAJOR DIPLAOMATIC VICTORY FOR INDIA AT THE ICJ 

DALVEER BHANDARI RE-ELECTED TO ICJ What is ICJ? 

 

  The International Court of Justice commonly referred to as " the World Court" , ICJ or " The 

Hague " is the primary judicial branch of the United Nations (UN). Seated in the Peace Palace in The 

Hague, Netherlands, the court settles legal disputes submitted to it by states and provides advisory 

opinions on legal questions submitted to it by duly authorized international branches, agencies, and 

the UN General Assembly. 

The Signicance of the re-election ? 

1. This is the first time that the UK will not be represented at the ICJ in 7 decades . 

2. This is the first time that a permanent member of the ICJ has lost out to  a ordinary member in 

the race . 

3. This is the first time that one sitting member of the ICJ lost out to another sitting member. 

How did Dalveer Bhandari get re-elected ? 

Five of the 15 judges of the ICJ get elected every 3 years, this year there were 6 candidates or 5 slots 

.While the 4 candidates were elected smoothly , Dalveer Bhandari and Christopher Greenwood of the 

UK ended in a dead lock where Dalveer Bhandari won at the UNGA and Greenwood winning at the 

UNSC. ( what happened then , see next para) 

UK wanted to end the voting and move to " CONFERENCE MECHANISM " , which involves selecting a 

panel of 3 from the UNGA and another 3 from the UNSC who would then elect the judge .This 

mechanism has never been used before and India opposed the move , also UK could not gather 

adequate support for its demand in the UNSC. 
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With this the UK withdrew its candidate and paved way for Dalveer Bhandari's re-election . the 

winning candidate required a majority in both the United Nations General Assembly and the UNSC in 

simultaneous voting in secret ballot , but 11 rounds of voting till last week hasd ended with India 

winning the UNGA and the UK having the majority at the UNSC. With UK anouncing its exit from the 

race in the 12th round Mr.Bhandari received 183 out of 193 votes in the UNGA. 

What does it mean for UK: The loss for UK comes at a time when Teresa May is struggling with her 

leadership after the BREXIT.Also this loss means UK's diminishing role in the global affairs .UK has 

been US junior partner , but with Trump less guided by the special relationship , the post BREXIT UK 

will have to do much more at the multilateral forums 

.For India soon after its failure at the NSG , the lobbying at the ICJ has different lessons .While all the 

UNSC's 5 members supported UK , India 's suport was from the developing countries with whom it 

had nurtured the good will all these years .India's support at the UNGA was increasing with 

subsequent rounds .This means a " Louder Voice at the Global stage " , this win will go a long way for 

India . 

Level 1 Q Analyse the take-aways of India's win at the ICJ? 

 SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION 

Context: The Shanghai Cooperation Organization Meeting of the Ministers of Member States 

responsible for Foreign Economic and Foreign Trade was recently held in Russia. This is the first 

Ministerial Conference on Trade organized by the Shanghai Cooperation Organization after India 

became a full member of the Organization in June 2017. 

About SCO:What is it? The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, also known as the Shanghai Pact, is a 

Eurasian political, economic, and military organisation which was founded in 2001 in Shanghai by the 

leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan(CKKRUT). Apart from 

Uzbekistan, the other five countries have been a part of the Shanghai 5(CKKRT)( cricket to remember) 

since 1996. The cooperation was renamed to Shanghai Cooperation Organisation after Uzbekistan 

joined the organisation in 2001. 

New members: India and Pakistan joined SCO as full members in June 2017 in Astana, 

Kazakhstan. 

The SCO counts four observer states, namely the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of 

Belarus, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Mongolia(BIMA to remember ). 

The SCO’s main goals are as follows: strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the 

member states; promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, 

technology and culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection, 

and other areas; making joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the 

region; and moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international 

political and economic order. 

India has become a member of this organisation recently 

Level 1 (Q : write about SCO ?How will  India Benefit from its membership , comment ?   
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INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION’S (ICAO)  

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is a UN specialized agency, established by States 

in 1944 to manage the administration and governance of the Convention on International Civil 

Aviation (Chicago Convention). 

news : it had conducted the audit of the safety systems of indian aviation What it does? 

ICAO works with the Convention’s 191 Member States and industry groups to reach consensus on 

international civil aviation Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and policies in support of 

a safe, efficient, secure, economically sustainable and environmentally responsible civil aviation 

sector. 

These SARPs and policies are used by ICAO Member States to ensure that their local civil aviation 

operations and regulations conform to global norms, which in turn permits more than 100,000 daily 

flights in aviation’s global network to operate safely and reliably in every region of the world. 

ICAO also coordinates assistance and capacity building for States in support of numerous aviation 

development objectives; produces global plans to coordinate multilateral strategic progress for safety 

and air navigation; monitors and reports on numerous air transport sector performance metrics; and 

audits States’ civil aviation oversight capabilities in the areas of safety and security. 

Level 1 Q) Write about the ICAO ?  

EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT 

The Union Cabinet has approved India’s Membership for European Bank for Reconstruction & 

Development (EBRD). Necessary steps will be initiated by the Department of Economic Affairs, 

Ministry of Finance to acquire the membership of the EBRD. 

How will this membership help India?   Membership of EBRD would enhance India’s international 

profile and promote its economic interests, give access to EBRD Countries. 

 India’s investment opportunities would get a boost. It would increase the scope of cooperation 

between India and EBRD through co-financing . 

EBRD’s core operations pertain to private sector development in their countries of operation. The 

membership would help India leverage the technical assistance and sectoral knowledge of the bank 

for the benefit of development of private sector. 

This would contribute to an improved investment climate in the country. 

This would open up new vistas for Indian professionals on the one hand, and give a fillip to Indian 

exports on the other. 

Increased economic activities would have the employment generating potential. It would also enable 

Indian nationals to get the employment opportunity in the Bank. 

It would also enable Indian nationals to get the employment opportunity in the Bank. 

What is the EBRD? 
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The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) was founded in 1991 to create a 

new post-Cold War era in central and eastern Europe, furthering progress towards ‘market-oriented 

economies and the promotion of private and entrepreneurial initiative’.  As a multilateral 

developmental investment bank, the EBRD uses investment as a tool to build market economies. 

Initially focused on the countries of the former Eastern Bloc it expanded to support development in 

more than 30 countries from central Europe to central Asia. Besides Europe, member countries of the 

EBRD are from five continents (North America, Africa, Asia and Australia, see below), with the biggest 

shareholder being the United States, so the name is somewhat of a misnomer. Headquartered in 

London, the EBRD is owned by 65 countries and two EU institutions. Despite its public sector 

shareholders, it invests mainly in private enterprises, together with commercial partners. 

The EBRD is not to be confused with the European Investment Bank (EIB), which is owned by EU 

member states and is used to support EU policy. 

What support does the EBRD provide ? 

The EBRD provides  project financing for banks, industries and  businesses, both  new ventures and 

investments in existing companies. It also works with publicly owned companies, to support 

privatisation, restructuring state-owned firms and improving municipal services. 

Who owns the EBRD? The EBRD is owned by 65 countries and two intergovernmental institutions: 

the European Union and the European Investment Bank (EIB). 

 

The powers of the EBRD are vested in the Board of Governors to which each member appoints a 

governor, generally the minister of finance. The Board of Governors delegates most powers to the 

Board of Directors, which is responsible for the EBRD’s strategic direction. The President is elected by 

the Board of Governors and is the legal representative of the EBRD. Under the guidance of the Board 

of Directors, the President manages the EBRD’s work. 

 

FORMR DEA SECRETARY , SHANTIKANTA DAS APPOINTED AS INDIA'S G20 SHERPA 

Who is a Sherpa : 

A Sherpa is a personal representative of the leader of a member country at an international Summit 

meeting such as the G8, G20 or the Nuclear Security Summit. The term is derived from the Nepalese 

Sherpa people, who serve as guides for mountaineers in the Himalayas.The Sherpa engages in 

planning, negotiation and implementation tasks through the Summit. They coordinate the agenda, 

seek consensus at the highest political levels, and participate in a series of pre-Summit consultations 

to help negotiate their leaders’ positions. Sherpas are career diplomats or senior government officials 

appointed by the leaders of their countries. There is only one Sherpa per Summit for each member 

country; he/she is assisted by several sous Sherpas. 
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There are two tracks in G 20- Finance Track and Development Track. Finance Track is managed by the 

Secretary (Economic Affairs) as India’s Deputy to G 20 and the Development Track is coordinated by 

the Sherpa. The Department of Economic Affairs will provide necessary support to the Sherpa. * 

Level 1Q) Write about the G20 ? 

Level  2 Q) Who is a Sherpa ?  

 

TPP WITH NO TRUMP 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), or the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific 

Partnership (CPTPP), is a trade agreement between Pacific Rim nations Australia, Brunei, Canada, 

Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam representing 40% of the 

world trade . The largest economy in the Pacific Rim not involved in the negotiations is China.The 

agreement signed in 2016 is renegotiated between the 11 countries after USA pulled out , at the APEC 

Summit in Vietnam Nov 11 2017.( India is not part of TPP) 

Origin of the agreement : The TPP began as an expansion of the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic 

Partnership Agreement (TPSEP or P4) signed by Brunei Darussalam, Chile, NewZealand, and 

Singapore in 2005. 

Chinese alternative : China is also pushing for a multilateral Pacific Rim trade deal, called the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership(RCEP). The deal would link China to Brunei, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, 

Australia, India, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand. 

Why Trump has pulled out from the TPP : TPP , he claims it will hurt American workers and 

American Companies , as the US is at adisadvantage with his developing country counterparts where 

the Labour is cheap . So , when labour gets cheap , cost of production will reduce .American comapnies 

will then look to produce in developing countries to compete , this will lead to job loss in the US . 

Instead of negotiating with 12 countries in the TPP, he thinks he can get a better deal for Americans if 

there are fewer countries .He finds multilateral trade pacts distorting as the other countries ahve 

benefitted he thinks . 

Gain for China :  Trump’s withdrawal directly undermines all of careful work by his predecessor 

Barack Obama , to turn from the middle- east towards Asia , and building its influence in the East 

Asian region to counter China .It gives China yet another opportunity to demonstrate that it 

represents the future of the security and economic system in East Asia, and that the US is in decline 

and can’t be counted on to stick around.Also it has lead to making China the leader of Globalisation 

now . 

Level 1 Q what are the strategic outcomes of the recent change in the TPP, ? 

 ASEAN AND APEC SUMMITS .  

50 YEARS OF ASEAN 31ST SUMMIT MANILA , PHILLIPINES 
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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional intergovernmental organisation comprising 

ten Southeast Asian states.First formed in 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and 

Thailand (TIMPS) signed the ASEAN Declaration, more commonly known as the Bangkok Declaration. 

The creation of ASEAN was motivated by a common fear of communism, and a thirst for economic 

development. The organisation's membership has expanded to include Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, 

Myanmar and Vietnam (BCMVL). ASEAN is an official United Nations Observer. Communication by 

members across nations takes place in English. 

Purpose:As set out in the ASEAN Declaration, the aims and purposes of ASEAN are: 

2. To accelerate economic growth, social progress, and cultural development in the region. 

3. To promote regional peace. 

4. To promote collaboration and mutual assistance on matters of common interest. 

5. To provide assistance to each other in the form of training and research facilities. 

6. To collaborate for the better utilisation of agriculture and industry to raise the living standards 

of the people. 

7. To promote Southeast Asian studies. 

8. To maintain close, beneficial co-operation with existing international organisations with 

similar aims and purposes. 

Because of its global influence and regional success, ASEAN has been credited as one of the world's 

most successful and influential organisations, and an "emerging powerhouse". The organisation is 

dubbed as the centrality in the political, economic, security and socio-cultural architecture of Asia-

Pacific. It is lauded as the "best-established intergovernmental institution in Asia" while receiving high 

approval ratings in its own region, and is one of the biggest players on the global stage. 

ASEAN shares land borders with India, China, Bangladesh, East Timor and Papua New Guinea, and 

maritime borders with India, China, Palau and Australia. Both East Timor and Papua New Guinea are 

backed by certain ASEAN members for their membership in the organisation.Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

RCEP consists of all ten ASEAN countries plus six countries (China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, 

India, and New Zealand) which have trade agreements with ASEAN countries. RCEP covers 45% of the 

world's population and about a third of the world's total GDP 

Level 1 Q) Q Write about the ASEAN and its objectives , write about RCEP? 

APEC:(1989--HQ -SINGAPORE )(2017 SUMMIT DANANG,VIETNAM) 

VENUE : DANANG VIETNAM 

THEME : Creating New Dynamism, Fostering a Shared Future 

About APEC 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a forum for 21 Pacific Rim member economies that 

promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region. It was established in 1989 in response to the 
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growing interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and the advent of regional trade blocs in other 

parts of the world; to defuse fears that highly industrialised Japan (a member of G8) would come to 

dominate economic activity in the Asia-Pacific region; and to establish new markets for agricultural 

products and raw materials beyond Europe. 

 

  Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a forum for 21 Pacific Rim member economies 

that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region. It was established in 1989 in response to 

the growing interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and the advent of regional trade blocs in other 

parts of the world; to defuse fears that highly industrialised Japan (a member of G8) would come to 

dominate economic activity in the Asia-Pacific region; and to establish new markets for agricultural 

products and raw materials beyond Europe. 

An annual APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting is attended by the heads of government of all APEC 

members except Republic of China (Taiwan) (which is represented by a ministerial-level official under 

the name Chinese Taipei as economic leader). The location of the meeting rotates annually among the 

member economies, and a famous tradition, followed for most summits, involves the attending 

leaders dressing in a national costume of the host country. 

Level 1 Q write about Apec ? 

 

IOR MARITIME EXPERTS MEETING HELD -- DELHI 

HQ : MAURITIUS  

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), formerly known as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative and 

Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC), is an international organisation 

consisting of coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean. The IORA is a regional forum, tripartite in 

nature, bringing together representatives of Government, Business and Academia, for promoting co-

operation and closer interaction among them. It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for 

strengthening Economic Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and Investment, Promotion as 

well as Social Development of the region. The Coordinating Secretariat of IORA is located at Ebene, 

Mauritius. 

Level 1 Q) Write about the IOR and its importance to  India ? IOR is not playing the role that is 

expected to , comment ?  

 

 

 

 

2. INTERNATIONAL EVENTS   
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NORTH AMERICA  

U.S. TIGHTENS H-1B APPROVAL PROCESS , IT FIRMS WORRIED  

About the news :  

The H1B visa is an employment-based, non-immigrant  work visa for temporary workers. For 

this visa, an employer must offer a job in the US and apply for your H1B visa petition with the 

US Immigration Department. 

The US H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows US companies to employ graduate level 

workers in specialty occupations that require theoretical or technical expertise in specialized 

fields such as in IT, finance, accounting, architecture, engineering, mathematics, science, 

medicine, etc. 

The U.S announced fresh measures to tighten the scrutiny of H-1B visa petitions, mandating fresh 

documentary requirements for workers at third-party worksites. The move will impact Indian IT 

services providers that place employees with H-1B visas at American companies that contract them, 

by imposing more paper work and processing hurdles. 

The companies filing H-1B petitions for their employees will have to associate a particular project to 

the individual visa, which could be approved only for the duration of the project. 

Close scrutiny:The measures are intended to bring the client-vendor -employee relations in business 

models based on bringing high skilled H-1B workers to America under closer scrutiny. 

Vendors that get contracts from American companies often subcontract the job to other companies or 

hire H-1B employees brought by other companies, creating multilevel structures, a practice that 

immigration authorities have been monitoring more closely and trying to curb. Industry insiders said 

lower level jobs would be hit harder under the new regulations. 

In order for a H-1B petition involving a third-party worksite to be approved, the petitioner must 

show: the beneficiary will be employed in a specialty occupation; the employer will maintain an 

employer-employee relationship with the beneficiary for the duration of the requested validity 

period,” the U.S Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) said .  

Currently, H-1Bs are issued for three years, and, for a long time, they were extended for three years 

with few questions asked. Over the past year, the administration has made the process of extension 

more difficult, compelling Indian IT firms to tell employees on H-1Bs that they may have to return 

earlier than anticipated. The new rules imply that one may not even now get the initial full three 

years. 

Highlights :  

1. H-1B visa will be granted to the worker only for the specified period during which he / she 

has to complete the work .  

2. This new requirement will make it difficult to get Green Card .  

3. Currently visas are given for 3 years and an extension is given for 3 more years . But this 

seems to change now .  

4. There will be more paper work as documentation will be required for the detailed 

information of the client site .  
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5. A series of executive orders have been coming out. Each one by itself may not be much, but 

they have cumulatively added up to making it much more difficult and onerous for 

companies to use the H-1B route. 

US has a shortage of STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) workers and these measures 

on H-1B could end up hurting American firms that Indian IT companies serve. 

Q) what is H-1B visa used for , comment about the recent regulations on H-1B visa ? 

WHAT IS CAATSA ( COUNTERING  AMERICA’S ADVERSARIES THROUGH SANCTIONS ACT ) 

?  

CAATSA was passed overwhelmingly by the US Congress and signed by President Donald Trump. 

Enacted on August 2, 2017, it aims to counter the aggression by Iran, Russia and North Korea through 

punitive measures. 

The Act primarily deals with sanctions on Russian interests such as its oil and gas industry, defence 

and security sector, and financial institutions, in the backdrop of its military intervention in Ukraine 

and its alleged meddling in the 2016 US Presidential elections. 

The Act empowers the US President to impose at least five of the 12 listed sanctions — enumerated in 

Section 235 of the Act — on persons engaged in a “significant transaction” with Russian defence and 

intelligence sectors. 

Two of the most stringent of these sanctions are the export licence restriction by which the US 

President is authorised to suspend export licences related to munitions, dual-use and nuclear related 

items; and the ban on American investment in equity/debt of the sanctioned person. 

Subsequent to the enactment of the Act, the US President has delegated his powers to the Secretary of 

State to implement Section 231 in consultation with the Treasury Secretary. As part of Section 231 of 

the Act, the Department of State has notified 39 Russian entities, dealings with which could make 

third parties liable to sanctions. These include almost all of the major Russian companies/entities 

such as Rosoboronexport, Almaz-Antey, Sukhoi Aviation, Russian Aircraft Corporation MiG, and 

United Shipbuilding Corporation which are active in manufacturing defence items and/or their 

exports. 

Note : the U.S Secretary of state James Mattis is considering grant a sanctions waiver to India .  

IMPLICATIONS OF CAATSA ON INDIA ;  

CAATSA, if implemented in its stringent form, is likely to affect India’s arms procurement from Russia 

in a number of ways. 

 First, India’s planned procurement from Russia, particularly the S-400 air defence system, 

Project 1135.6 frigates and Ka226T helicopters, will come under the immediate scanner of 

US authorities, as they are mandated to deter exports of key Russian defence entities. In all 

likelihood, US authorities will try to influence their Indian counterparts to ignore the 

Russian platforms, though it is entirely up to New Delhi to make its own judgement.  

 Second, CAATSA is likely to affect all the joint ventures (JVs) – existing or planned — 

between Indian and Russian defence companies. Some of the existing JVs that may come 
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under the scanner are: Indo Russian Aviation Ltd, Multi-Role Transport Aircraft Ltd and 

Brahmos Aerospace.  

 Third, the Act will also affect India’s purchase of spare parts, components, raw materials 

and other assistance for which Indian entities are dependent on Russia for domestic licence 

manufacturing and maintenance of existing equipment. 

CAATSA  AND INDO – U.S DEFENCE CO-OPERATION ; 

CAATSA has the potential to heighten India’s traditional insecurity about the United States as a 

reliable partner, and sour New Delhi’s defence and security cooperation with Washington at a time 

when the US is projecting India as a key partner in its Indo-Pacific strategy, with the US National 

Security Strategy 2017 explicitly supporting New Delhi’s vital role in this regard.  

 The biggest question therefore is how and to what extent CAATSA is going to affect India-US defence 

and security cooperation. It all depends on how lightly or stringently CAATSA provisions are imposed. 

Apart from the standard waivers that the US President enjoys on the grounds of national security 

interests, there are plenty of conciliatory remarks from higher American authorities, which indicate 

that Washington may take a lenient view of CAATSA in regard to India’s defence cooperation with 

Russia. 

The extent to which CAATSA would affect Indo-US defence relations will depend on what sanctions, if 

any, Washington decides to impose on New Delhi in view of India’s continued defence cooperation 

with Russia. As mentioned earlier, the President, through the State Department, is required to impose 

a minimum of five out of the 12 listed sanctions as and when he takes such a decision. It may, 

however, be noted that of the 12 listed sanctions, only two —suspension of export licence and ban on 

American equity/debt investment in Indian entities —have some relevance for India, with others 

having little practical impact. The suspension of the licences will bar American companies from 

participating in Indian defence contracts, apart from forcing them to stop providing maintenance 

support for the defence equipment that India has already bought from the US. The latter will 

jeopardise India’s defence preparedness in respect to existing inventory of US equipment. It is 

however to be noted that US companies reneging on on-going contractual obligations citing the US 

government’s action is not liable to be excused under existing Force Majeure provisions stipulated in 

the Defence Procurement Procedures. 

The ban on equity/debt investment will place in jeopardy the Joint Ventures that American defence 

companies have formed with Indian companies in recent years. Moreover, American companies will 

be barred in the future from forming any Joint Ventures with their Indian counterparts to take part in 

several mega procurement contracts that the MoD is aggressively pushing through its newly 

announced Strategic Partnership (SP) model as part of its Make in India and diversification policies. In 

other words, the US has much to lose if it imposes CAATSA on India. Besides, it will be a huge set back 

to the emerging defence and security cooperation that has led to India signing a logistics pact with the 

US, American arms deals with India booming from near zero to over $15 billion in a matter of less 

than a decade, the US designating India as a Major Defence Partner, and both countries actively 

cooperating in various security forums including in the newly formed Quad. Given this, and the fact 

that Russian weapons in Indian hands do not threaten American national security interests directly, it 

will be extremely unwise on the part of the US to impose any CAATSA-related sanctions, least of all its 

two most stringent ones related to export control and equity/debt investment, on India. 
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Conclusion  :  

While CAATSA is unlikely to be imposed on India anytime soon, it is nonetheless a dampener on an 

otherwise booming defence relationship between India and the United States. As a sovereign country, 

India cannot be dictated to go slow or suspend its existing or future defence cooperation with Russia. 

It is also practically impossible for India to ignore Russia in view of the latter’s importance in meeting 

some of the critical defence hardware requirements of the Indian armed forces and also because of the 

overwhelming share of Russian weaponry in the Indian arms inventory, the upkeep of which 

necessitates New Delhi’s continued dependence on Moscow for the foreseeable future. Indian defence 

decision makers may like to impress this critical aspect upon their American interlocutors and find 

suitable mitigation. At the same time, India also needs to be prepared for any eventual CAATSA-

related sanctions, which, though unlikely in the immediate future, may surface in the long run. 

Level 1 Q) What is CAATSA , why  is it in news ,  analyse its implications on India and also Indo – 

U.S relations ? 

Prelims : about CAATSA and the countries involved .  

 

TIBET ACT MAY FURTHER JEOPARDIZE CHINA-US RELATIONS 

What is the news about ?  

The US is readying a law to impose a visa ban on Chinese officials as a counterattack against China's 

rules regulating entry of foreigners into the Tibet Autonomous Region. Reciprocal Access to Tibet 

Act , a bill, which needs to be passed by the Senate and signed by President Donald Trump before 

becoming a law, shows that the US is again trying to interfere in China's internal affairs on the pretext 

of so-called human rights issues and influence other countries' domestic politics through legislation. 

What does the bill provide for ?  

The bill provides that the US State Department will allow Chinese diplomats to visit some parts of the 

US weighing to what extent China allows US diplomats to visit certain areas, including Tibet. 

If China continues to restrict Americans from entering Tibet, Chinese officials on the list will no longer 

be able to enter the US. Apparently, this is the typical US way of meddling in the internal affairs of 

other countries through legislation. 

Using laws to deal with international relations and other countries' internal affairs has long been a US 

tradition, thanks to its incomparable strength. It is also shutting its eyes to some international laws 

such as the Charter of the United Nations. Such an approach shows selfishness and hegemonic designs 

of the US, and other nations can't agree to it. 

When it comes to human rights, Washington takes the moral high ground and tends to be judgmental 

on all such issues across the globe. But it is actually adopting double standards or even multiple 

standards on human rights issues based on its relations with other countries. For instance, it quit the 

UN Human Rights Council earlier this year for what it called the organization's "chronic bias against 

Israel." 
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The Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act is another US instrument to interfere in China's domestic affairs 

under the name of "human rights." Since China-US relations are going through a tense phase.  

Level 1 Q) What is the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act , why  is it news ?  

Prelims – Map US , China , About Reciprocal Access To Tibet Act .  

 

US ANNOUNCES WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM SYRIA –   

About the new –  

President Trump has announced that he would be calling back troops from Syria , but hasn’t given a 

timeline . The pull out of troops has been an Election promise of Trump . But the decision to pull out 

troops hasn’t gone well for many within the government , this was seen when James Mattis,  the 

Defence Secretary  resigned .  

Earlier this year he had wanted to exit Syria, but delayed the decision amid resistance within his 

cabinet. Now he claims that the physical infrastructure of the IS caliphate is destroyed and the U.S  can 

leave . Barack Obama had pulled back most U.S. troops from Iraq and Afghanistan. Mr. Trump wants to 

get out of the Syrian theatre. 

The president justified his decision by saying that the only reason US troops were in Syria was to 

defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS) group, and now that this 

mission is accomplished, there is no reason for them to stay in the country. 

The U.S. has only 2,000 troops in Syria. They were not directly involved in the ground battle, and were 

supporting the Syrian Democratic Forces, a rebel group led by Kurdish rebels who were in the 

forefront of the fight against the IS. 

It had been thought defence officials wanted to maintain a US presence to ensure IS did not rebuild. 

There are also fears a US withdrawal will cede influence in Syria and the wider region to Russia and 

Iran. 

Why is the US present in Syria ?  

US troops have largely been stationed in the Kurdish region in northern Syria. The US  partnership 

with an alliance of Syrian Kurdish and Arab fighters, known as the Syrian Democratic Forces, played  a 

major role in the virtual elimination of IS after it overran large swathes of Syria four years ago, 

imposing brutal rule on almost eight million people in the country and neighbouring Iraq. 

But the partnership between the US and the Kurds has enraged neighbouring Turkey, which views the 

Kurdish YPG militia - the main fighting force in the SDF - as an extension of a banned Kurdish group 

fighting for autonomy in Turkey. 

Turkey considers the military consolidation of Kurds as a strategic threat. In the past, Turkey had 

attacked Kurds in some pockets on the Syrian side, but was prevented from launching a full-throttle 

attack because of the U.S. presence. When Mr. Trump pulls out American troops, he would in effect be 

leaving the Syrian Kurds at the mercy of Turkish troops. 

Implications of the Pull out of troops – 
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1. Regional powers who have been active participants in Syria's war will likely increase their 

efforts to gain control of the areas that are currently under US control. They contain Syria's 

major oil and gas fields, main water resources, dams, power plants and most of its fertile land. 

2. Regaining control over these territories is of vital importance for Russia. It had long been 

eyeing the oil and gas fields that are currently under US control. 

3. Iran is also interested in the US-controlled Syrian territories, albeit for completely different 

reasons. Since the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, Iran has been working hard to establish a “Shia 

Crescent” from western Afghanistan to the Mediterranean Sea. 

4. Saudi Arabia also has strategic interests in the area. Over the past year, Riyadh exerted 

tremendous efforts to convince President Trump to maintain a substantial military presence in 

northeast Syria to counterbalance both Turkey and Iran. 

5. Turkey too is interested in this part of Syria. It has long accused the US-backed SDF of trying to 

establish an independent state in northeast Syria and has called repeatedly for the US to end its 

support for the Kurdish group, which it considers to be the Syrian arm of the PKK. Now that the 

US is withdrawing its troops from the region, it might be tempted to move in and eliminate the 

YPG as it did with Operation Olive Branch in Afrin early in the year. 

6. ISIL might also find a window for a resurgence in the vacuum that will be created as result of 

Washington's exit. 

7. It could bring the Syrian conflict back to where it was before the rise of ISIL: a major power 

play fueled by the competing interests of regional actors. We might hence witness another 

round of conflict in Syria between middle size powers after the departure of the hegemon. In 

other words, the ultimate outcome of Trump's decision to leave Syria could perhaps be the 

start of a new "all-against-all" war in the Middle East. 

Level 1 Q) Analyse what may the implications of the US pull out of Troops from Syria ?         

Prelims – MAP of the West Asia , important regional  organizations .  

 

US SAILS WARSHIPS IN THE TAIWAN STRAIT AMID TENSIONS WITH CHINA –  

Two US  navy warships sailed through the Taiwan strait amid tensions between China and US . The 

approximately 110-mile-wide strait separates the People's Republic of China and Taiwan and is seen 

as a potential geopolitical flashpoint between US and China , which also include a bitter trade war, U.S. 

sanctions and China's increasingly muscular military posture in the South China Sea.  While the US has 

called it a Freedom of Navigation operation .  

Beijing continues to lay claim to Taiwan, a self-governed, democratic island, which it views as a 

breakaway province. While the strait constitutes international waters, China is thought to be very 

sensitive about the presence of US military forces in the strait, and in recent years, the US has only 

sailed warships through the waterway about once a year. The frequency of these transits have  been 

increasing .  

Despite the lack of formal diplomatic ties, Taiwan remains an important American ally in the region, 

and the Trump administration has sought closer ties between Washington and Taipei.America's 

alliance with Taiwan has long been lambasted by Beijing. 

The Chinese military conducted large-scale military exercises in the Taiwan Strait in April, drills that 

analysts saw as a warning over growing ties between the US and Taiwan.The US has ramped up its 

criticism of China's militarization of islands in the South China Sea. 
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One China Policy :  

The One China policy is a key cornerstone of Sino-US relations. The one-China policy underscores 

recognition of China’s sovereignty over Taiwan — a position that has been held by the U.S. since 1979. 

Under the policy, the US recognises and has formal ties with China rather than the island of Taiwan, 

which China sees as a breakaway province. 

China insists Taiwan is an inalienable part of one China. So, any country that wants diplomatic 

relations with mainland China must break official ties with Taipei.Since, the US established formal 

diplomatic ties with Beijing in 1979, it had to sever ties with Taiwan and closed its Taipei embassy. 

The One China Policy can be  traced to the Chinese Civil war . The defeated Nationalists, called  as the 

Kuomintang, retreated to Taiwan and made it their seat of government while the victorious 

Communists began ruling the mainland as the People's Republic of China. 

With the recent trade war already affecting economies , the  movement of warships will heighten the 

tension .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US PRESIDENT’S STATE  OF THE UNION ADDRESS –   

What is the State of the Union Address?  

The State of the Union is an annual address the president delivers before a joint session of Congress.  

Its history dates back to the first leader of the nation, President George Washington, and it's evolved 

and changed a number of times over the years. 

The State of the Union address is derived from Article II, Section 3 of the US Constitution, which states 

that presidents "shall from time to time give to the Congress information about the state of the union, 

and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient." This 

has been interpreted differently by various presidents over the course of history, given how vaguely 

worded it is. 

On January 8, 1790, Washington delivered the first State of the Union address before Congress in New 

York City, which was still the US capital at the time. 

President Thomas Jefferson ended the tradition of delivering a speech before Congress, and instead 

opted to send a written message to lawmakers. Jefferson felt that delivering an address before 

Congress was too aristocratic and similar to practices in monarchies. 
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But the precedent the third president established was eventually broken by President Woodrow 

Wilson in 1913. 

The "state of the union" was a phrase first popularized by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. His speech 

was informally referred to as the state of the union "address" or "message." 

The longest State of the Union in history was delivered by President Bill Clinton in 2000, clocking in at 

around 89 minutes. 

In the present day, the State of the Union largely serves as an opportunity for the president to 

emphasize the ways in which he feels his administration has been successful while also laying out his 

agenda and hopes for the future. 

 

In India the President at the Centre and the Governors at the State address the Houses jointly at the 

Beginning Session of Each year and The first session after the General Elections .  

 

US – TALIBAN  PEACE TALKS IN QATAR –   

About the Peace talks ?  

Afghanistan's Taliban opened a new round of peace in Qatar with the United States . The insurgents 

have demanded that the Trump administration lay out a timetable for a U.S. troop pullback, and they 

have said they will not stop attacking Afghan and foreign targets until all U.S. troops have been 

ordered to leave. 

The Trump administration has been eager to end the U.S. role in a war that has cost 2,400 American 

lives and billions of dollars, and the president has said he wants to send home half of the 14,000 

troops now in the country. U.S. officials have asked the Taliban to guarantee that other militias, 

such as Islamic State militants, will not be allowed to use Afghanistan as a base for attacking 

Western interests. 

The Taliban regime, which ruled most of the country from 1996 to 2001, brutally enforced its 

religious code against women working or studying, and it curtailed rights and liberties for all Afghans. 

Current Taliban leaders have said they want to establish strict Islamic law again and play a dominant 

role in governance.  

Since the return of civilian rule in 2002 under two relatively moderate elected presidents, women 

have entered all realms of public life, Western aid and institutions have played important roles in 

developing a modern state, and phenomena such as the Internet have exposed the once-isolated 

Muslim populace to global norms. 
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A lasting peace deal with the Taliban would be a big foreign policy victory for Trump, who has long 

pushed for a withdrawal and regularly described the U.S. military operation there as a waste .  

The two sides trying to establish a mechanism for a ceasefire in the 17-year war in Afghanistan and 

open dialogue with the Afghan government. 

The Taliban, who say they are fighting to expel foreign troops from Afghanistan, has repeatedly 

rejected the offer to hold direct talks with President Ashraf Ghani’s government, which they consider 

an illegitimate foreign-imposed regime. The US and regional powers insist that the peace process 

should be "Afghan-led and Afghan-owned". 

Diplomatic efforts to end the US's longest-running conflict intensified last year after the appointment 

of the Afghan-born Khalilzad to lead direct talks with the Taliban. 

How did the talks begin ?  

The Taliban took power in Afghanistan in 1996 after a civil war that followed the Soviet-Afghan war. 

The Taliban stayed in power until a U.S.-led invasion overthrew the regime in the months after the 

Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. A resilient insurgency has continued assaults on international and 

Afghan forces. 

The Taliban wants to establish an extremist Islamic government in Afghanistan and to evict all foreign 

troops. The U.S. currently has about 15,000 troops in Afghanistan, including those training Afghan 

forces to retain control of the country. 

The Afghan government currently controls 229 of the country’s total 407 districts. The Taliban 

controls or influences 59 districts, and the remaining 119 districts are contested . The Trump 

administration this year instructed diplomats to talk directly with the Taliban in a shift from previous 

policy. The U.S. had been holding out to include the Afghan government, a requirement that the 

Taliban rejected. 

The Taliban have consistently refused direct talks with representatives of the Afghan government, 

which they have said are U.S. puppets. Pakistan has long been suspected of supporting and sheltering 

Taliban militants — a claim the government denies. 

What does each side want? 

The U.S. is pursuing a politically negotiated end to the Taliban-led insurgency . The Taliban leadership 

has not given specifics but in general is seeking political and military gains . The Taliban have long 

sought to rewrite the constitution with Sharia law, obtain official political positions such as 

governorships, and integrate its fighters into the Afghan National Security Forces.Integrating the 

fighters into the country’s security forces would be “a huge shocker” for the region.  

India’s position on the talks –  

India’s traditional position  is on a purely “Afghan-led and Afghan-owned” dialogue . India has 

affirmed its stand , despite a number of countries including U.S., Russia, China, Iran, Pakistan and 

Uzbekistan beginning talks with the Taliban. 

Level 1 Q) Peace in India’s  Western Neighbourhood holds the key to the development of the 

region , analyse the recent developments ?  
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US OUT OF THE RUSSIAN NUCLEAR DEAL  

The US is pulling out of the landmark  “ Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty  “ ( INF Treaty ) 

with Russia .  

The INF is a crucial Cold War-era treaty banning the development, testing and possession of short and 

medium range ground-launched nuclear missiles with a range of 500-5,000 km. The treaty, signed in 

1987 by Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev , was central to ending the arms race between the two 

superpowers, and protected America’s NATO allies in Europe from Soviet missile attacks. 

At issue is Russia’s alleged development and deployment of the Novator 9M729 missile, also known 

as the SSC-8, that could strike Europe at short notice .  The US has alleged that  Russia has violated the 

agreement from many years and therefore the US  intends to pull out from it .  

The U.S. administration, under former President Barack Obama,  had raised the issue of Russia testing 

a ground-launched cruise missile in 2014. The Russians denied the allegations and raised counter-

allegations of the U.S. installing missile defence systems in Europe. 

 

While the two countries failed to find a resolution using the dispute resolution mechanism in the 

treaty, the U.S. continued to remain party to the treaty under pressure from its European allies. Mr. 

Bolton the President Trumps National Security Adviser , has been the driving force behind the U.S.’s 

decision to withdraw from the INF .  The U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis had told NATO Ministers 

earlier in October that the U.S. would withdraw from the INF if Russia did not roll-back its Novator 

missiles. 

The reason  Why US is pulling out of the treaty is due to  the violations by Russia , and the 

Development of Missiles  by  Russia  ,  and countries that are not part of the INF , like China  , Iran , 

North  Korea  .  US feels that this  violates it’s  right of defence .    

A withdrawal will allow the U.S. new weapon options in the Pacific in its efforts to counter China’s 

growing influence. There are also concerns that the treaty’s end could mark the beginning of a new 

arms race between the U.S. and Russia. 

What is the INF treaty actually ? 

The INF Treaty required the United States and the Soviet Union to permanently eliminate all ground-

launched ballistic and cruise missiles with a range of 500 to 5,500 kilometers—the types of weapons 

systems . In effect, it eliminated an entire class of nuclear weapons.  

Along with the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty( START ) , which drastically reduced the 

number of long-range Soviet and American nuclear weapons, it was critical in ending the nuclear-

arms race. 

Why has Trump  decided to withdraw from it ?  
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The United States and Russia have for years been trading accusations that the other party is violating 

the INF Treaty . Less than a year ago, the Trump administration unveiled a strategy of sticking with 

the INF while pressuring Russia into compliance through a mix of diplomacy, sanctions, and talk of 

researching and developing prohibited weapons systems of its own if necessary. 

US has  argued for either bringing new countries into the treaty or scrapping the accord entirely, since 

it constrained America’s ability to counter rival nuclear powers like China and nuclear aspirants like 

Iran and North Korea.  

Trump’s decision is an effort to shake off restraints and assert American sovereignty—just as the 

administration has done by withdrawing from the Paris climate pact and trade agreements. 

 

 

THE WOMEN’S GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY INITIATIVE 

About the Initiative ?  

It is a Programme by the US government. The initiative will promote women’s economic 

empowerment to increase workforce participation and advance 50 million women globally by 2025. 

 It will direct U.S. policy and programmatic efforts to support women’s workforce development and 

female entrepreneurship while removing employment barriers to foster welcoming environments 

that allow women to fully participate in the economy. 

The Women’s Global Development and Prosperity Initiative also establishes a $50 million fund for 

USAID. The money will be invested in new programs that provide women with the education and 

skills training needed to enter the workforce. It also will be invested in programs that help women 

succeed as entrepreneurs through financing, access to markets and networks as well as in programs 

addressing the legal, regulatory and cultural barriers inhibiting women from working. 

The U.N. Women reported the following facts and figures, supportive of the rationale behind the 

Women’s Global Development and Prosperity Initiative: 

 Globally, women earn approximately 77 percent of what men earn. This percentage does not 

account for self-employment income. 

 Female farmers have more difficulties accessing, controlling and owning land than their male 

counterparts. 

 Women are less likely to be entrepreneurs and more likely to face greater difficulty than men 

when starting their own businesses. 

 Women often are passed over for high leadership positions: Of the Fortune 500 CEOs, only five 

percent of them are women. 

 More than half of the migrant working population are women, many of whom experience poor 

working conditions, limited labor and social protections and are exposed to physical and sexual 

violence. 

 The economic empowerment of women and the promotion of gender equality in the labor 

market are key to achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
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 Research shows that increasing women’s employment and leadership opportunities directly 

increase organizational effectiveness, inclusive growth, productivity, economic diversification 

and income equality. 

 

U.S. ANNOUNCES TO  PULL OUT FROM INF MISSILE TREATY WITH RUSSIA- 

What is the news about ?  

The U.S. is suspending its obligations under the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty 

with  effect from  February 2 and will withdraw from the treaty in six months .  

What is the INF Treaty ?  

The treaty, signed during the Cold War in 1987, bans ground-launched missiles with a range of 500-

5,500 km. It was key to ending the arms race between the (then) two super powers and helped 

protect the U.S.’s NATO allies in Europe from Soviet missile attacks. Both countries have sea- and air-

launched missiles that fly in these ranges. 

The INF was signed by Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, it led to nearly 2,700 short- and 

medium-range missiles being eliminated, and an end to a dangerous standoff between US Pershing  

cruise missiles and Soviet SS-20 missiles in Europe. 

The U.S. will formally give Russia and the other treaty parties a formal notice that it is withdrawing 

under Article XV of the Treaty . Article XV mandates a six-month notice period before withdrawal. 

The U.S. in December gave Moscow a 60-day deadline to dismantle missiles it said breached the 

agreement. But Moscow has insisted that the disputed 9M729 missile is allowed under the treaty. 

Why is US pulling out of the Treaty ?  

The Trump and Obama administrations have repeatedly alleged that Russia was violating the treaty 

by deploying a  ground-based cruise missile ( by violating the INF ) , the Novator 9M729  that could 

strike Europe at a short notice . However Russia has denied this  allegation.  

The Russians on the other hand  have raised counter-allegations against the U.S., with regard to 

launchers for antiballistic missile systems in Europe. NATO allies of the US have fully supported the 

decision of US  .   

The collapse of the ( INF) 1987 treaty has sparked fears of a new arms race in Europe. The U.S. has 

also been concerned that China has been gaining a strategic advantage over it as it is not party to the 

treaty and bound by its terms. Withdrawal from the treaty will increase the weapons options for the 

U.S. in the Pacific, where China has increased its influence. 

The Impact  of the Pull Out ?  

 Russia announced pull out from the INF treaty after the announcement came from US .  

 Experts warn of ‘most severe crisis in nuclear arms control since the 1980s’ as Trump confirms 

US will leave INF agreement . If the INF treaty collapses, and with the New Start treaty on 

strategic arms due to expire in 2021, the world could be left without any limits on the nuclear 
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arsenals of nuclear states for the first time since 1972.The breakup of the treaty would 

undermine global security and peace .  

 By walking out of the INF treaty, the U.S. may have dragged China and Russia into a new arms 

race .  

 The Chinese expect that the Americans will now reinforce their tactical missiles, both nuclear 

and conventional, in Guam, a large military base in Micronesia, as  the U.S. deterrent in the 

Pacific. 

 It is also expected that the Americans will pack other U.S. bases in the Pacific, especially those 

in Okinawa — a string of islands in the East China Sea that belong to Japan — with 

intermediate range missiles. 

 China is aware that the post-INF missile deployments can significantly undermine its own 

deterrent, especially its mid-range missiles. Currently, the Americans have no answer to 

China’s DF-21D missiles. These weapons have been tailored to destroy U.S. aircraft carriers 

even at a distance of 1,450 km. China recently flaunted its DF-26 ballistic missiles, which can 

deliver a strike on Guam. 

 Beijing would have no choice but to beef up its conventional deterrence by developing 

hypersonic missiles . The next generation of strategic bombers as well as long-range air-

launched cruise missiles could also be on Beijing’s radar. 

 Thus , by taking the miscalculated step of walking out of the INF treaty, the U.S. may have 

dragged China, as well as Russia, into a new and unpredictable arms race, with the potential of 

destabilising the Indo-Pacific.  

How this will impact India ?  

Peace and Disarmament are one of the  major objectives of India’s foreign policy . As the US conflict 

with Russia deepens, Delhi’s partnership with Moscow on advanced military systems will come under 

increasing scrutiny and pressure. It would be right to assume that the recent controversy over the 

acquisition of S-400 from Russia is just the beginning of a trend. Meanwhile, Russia’s tightening 

military embrace with China also casts a shadow over defence ties between Delhi and Moscow. 

India has called for a peaceful Indo Pacific Region , but the pull out from the INF  will only increase  the 

tension in the region . 

Level 1 Q) What is INF why has it been in News , Do you think that the Cold War rivalry has 

begun again ? Discuss ?   

 

CANADA AGREES TO JOIN TRADE ACCORD WITH USA AND MOSCOW –   

The new deal, will be called the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, or USMCA. It replaces the 

24-year-old North American Free Trade Agreement.  The agreement reached  gives U.S. farmers 

greater access to the Canadian dairy market , and also that will result in more jobs in the local 

economy .  

President Donald Trump had threatened to end the nearly 25-year-old North American Free Trade 

Agreement into a bilateral pact with Mexico and tax Canadian vehicle exports to the United States .  

Canada, America's second-largest trading partner, was left out when the US and Mexico had reached a 

preliminary deal in late August to revamp NAFTA. Canada was expected to join the talks after that but 

both US and Canada stayed deadlocked over the trade of dairy products. 
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Donald Trump has held NAFTA largely responsible for the loss of American manufacturing jobs and 

so, he wanted to initiate major changes to the pact. Vehicles, machinery and agricultural products 

make up much of the goods traded between the three countries. 

The North American Free Trade Agreement is an agreement signed by Canada, Mexico and the United 

States, creating a trilateral trade bloc in North America.  

• The agreement came into force on January 1, 1994. It superseded the Canada–United States Free 

Trade Agreement between the U.S. and Canada. 

• NAFTA has two supplements: the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation 

(NAAEC) and the North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC). 

• NAFTA has reportedly been beneficial to the North American economies and the average citizen, but 

harmed a small minority of workers in industries exposed to trade competition. 

• The impetus for a North American free trade zone began with US President Ronald Reagan, 

Highlights  of the USMCA :  

 To have a higher proportion of automobiles manufactured amongst the three nations rather 

than imported from elsewhere .  

 US access to the Canadian Dairy Market . 

 Retaining the Dispute Settlement Clause  of the NAFTA . 

 Cars or trucks with at least 75% of their components made in the United States, Mexico, or 

Canada can be sold with zero tariffs. As this is an increase from the current requirement of 

62.5%, the deal is intended to incentivize the production of cars in North America.  

 Also, 30% of the work done on these cars must be done by workers who earn US$16 per hour 

(which is not indexed to inflation) starting in 2020. The percentage increases to 40% by 2023 .  

 Additionally, there is a stipulation that the agreement itself must be reviewed by the three 

nations every 6 years, with a 16-year sunset clause .  

The pact now has to  be approved by the US Congress .  

 

US CRITICIZED FOR RECOGNIZING ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY OVER GOLAN HEIGHTS- 

What is the news about ?  

The UN criticised Trumps decision to recognize Israel's sovereignty over the Golan Heights in 

violation of council resolutions and violation of  international law. Previously Trump had opened a 

Embassy at Jerusalem , calling it the Isreali Capital this Decision too was criticised . Such unilateral 

decisions leads to delaying of  a peaceful solution .  

Earlier Trump signed a proclamation  in which the US recognised Israel's annexation of the strategic 

plateau that it seized in 1967 and annexed in 1981.  The UNSC  session supported Syria's sovereignty 

over the Golan Heights and opposed Israel's annexation after Trump's proclamation. 

The US defended its decision, arguing the recognition bolstered Israel's security and could contribute 

to the stability of the entire Middle East by keeping Syria and its Iranian ally in check.To allow the 
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Golan to be controlled by Syria "would turn a blind eye to the threats emanating" from Damascus and 

from Iran and its Hezbollah allies, which want to use the territory to attack Israel said US .  

Syria got support for its sovereignty over the Golan Heights from Russia , China , France .  

Golan heights - 

Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria in the 1967 Six-Day War and annexed it in 1981. A 1974 

cease-fire agreement that officially ended the 1973 Yom Kippur War led to the deployment of the U.N. 

Disengagement Observer Force on the Golan Heights. 

UN peacekeepers? 

Trump's proclamation that the Golan Heights was part of Israel, raised questions about the future of a 

UN peacekeeping force after its mandate expires on June 30.The 1,000-strong UN Disengagement 

Observer Force (UNDOF) was dispatched to a buffer zone between Israel and Syria in the Golan in 

1974, tasked with monitoring a ceasefire. 

Prelims- Golan Heights Map , About the Yom Kippur War , Six Day war .  

Level 1 Q) Why was the Golan Heights in news recently ?  

US TO CUT SECURITY AID TO PAKISTAN UNTIL IT DEALS WITH THE TERRORISTS ON ITS 

SOIL 

What is the news about ? 

The Trump administration has said it is cutting almost all security aid totaling almost to 2 to Pakistan 

until it deals with terrorist networks operating on its soil. The US has yet to announce exactly how 

much aid will  be cut - but defence experts believe the total impact of the visible aid suspension may 

fall in the range of more than $900m (£660m).  

Why is the US taking this step : because it feels Pakistan is not doing much to combat Terrorism . 

This includes the suspension of : 

$255m due to Pakistan for military equipment and training under the Foreign Military Financing 

(FMF) fund, and $700m under the Coalition Support Fund (CSF) - paid to Pakistan for conducting 

operations against militant groups. 

Experts believe the impact of an adverse US policy on Pakistan could be much higher than this, 

especially as the US state department has said an unspecified amount of other security assistance 

could be cut. 

How reliant is Pakistan on US security aid? 

1) The cuts are likely to put a squeeze on the Pakistani military, at least in the short run as the 

amount the US is assisting Pakistan with is not less . The effect will be that , the Pakistani 

military’s immediate plans for upgrading of materiel and manpower resources will be stalled . 

 

2) Maintanence and the repair of its US military supplies will be a problem for eg : F16’s . 
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3) Also its counterinsurgency operations will be affected in the long term if the Maintanence and 

repair do not happen smoothly . 

4) It will also be a setback in the long term as China or any other friendly country cannot totally 

replace the resources that Pakistan needs to keep its military machine well oiled , which even if 

they decide to will take a long time . 

Preparedness of Pakistan in the event aid cutoff : 

Diversifying its supplier base :If we look at the situation of the Pakistani defense preparedness of 

recent times , , in recognition that reliance on one supplier could create vulnerability, has over the 

years diversified its supplier base . We can notice that Pakistan is diversing its procurement of Arms 

from various countries such as UK ,France , CHINA particularly , Turkey , Sweden , Turkey , Italy etc . 

Pakistan was able to develop its missile program without American assistance 

 The primary reason for multiple sources is to ensure uninterrupted arms supplies if any one of 

the suppliers, usually the US, withholds military aid – as it did in the 1990s when Washington 

suspended security assistance to Pakistan under the so-called Pressler amendment which 

called for a certification that Pakistan did not possess nuclear weapons. 

 

 Increasing cooperation between Pakistan and China : Their joint cooperation on a range of 

matters, including military-technical issues , there is no definite data of the Military assistance 

from China to Pakistan but is likely to increase moving forward. Pakistan is becoming a 

important strategic partner of the Chinese . China is already helping Pakistan with a nuclear 

submarine . Pakistna too is building its Defense Preparedness at a fast pace . 

 

 Military base of China :China is planning to build a military base in Pakistan, which would be 

its second overseas military base, after Djibouti in the Horn of Africa.The naval installation will 

be erected in a key strategic location: the Pakistani town of Jiwani, a port near the Iranian 

border on the Gulf of Oman and near the Straits of Hormuz, which resides at one of the six 

proposed economic corridors of the One Belt One Road Initiative, commonly called the Silk 

Road Economic Belt. 

Will Pakistan act on the militants : 

The Pakistani military will actually be tempted to put a squeeze on militant groups that are believed to 

have sanctuaries, recruitment and training facilities on Pakistani soil - just as the US has demanded . 

Though it may not be visible, there certainly will be some changes in Pakistan's approach to militants. 

Atleast it will put controls on the Haqqani network . If it does not , it will be sending a wrong message 

to the World and the countries cooperating with it especially China . 

Also it is not the Govt there that has control on the law and order situation , but the military that takes 

most major decisions . We need to wait and watch how effective this step of the US will be . 

Will Pakistan try to retaliate ? 
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Pakistan's main leverage with the US is that it controls the only supply line into the landlocked 

country for international troops, and has influence over the militant groups that are fighting there 

especially the Taliban . The most it will do is to block the supply line to the international troops there 

are 14000 US troops stationed in Afgahnistan . 

It's happened before. Pakistan blocked this route for several months in 2011 and 2012 after a series of 

embarrassing events, including the killing of Osama Bin Laden in a secret operation by US Navy Seals, 

and the bombing of a Pakistani post by American jets that killed more than 20 soldiers. 

Pakistanis may create hurdles or cause delays in the transit of such supplies, but they are unlikely to 
block it completely, because that could lead to suspension of all ties . 

The US is still providing Pakistan with non-military aid. And even in the case of military assistance, it 

is believed the US may follow a "condition and issue-based approach" where funds would be released 

on conditions . By contrast, a total cut-off of relations would mean that the US could remove Pakistan 

from its list of major non-Nato allies, designate it as a state sponsor of terrorism, or work with India 

and Afghanistan to more aggressively counter its interests in the region. 

Why is the US concerned about the security apparatus in Pakistan ? 

The US does not want instability in Pakistan . Pakistan has one of the world's fastest-growing nuclear 

programmes, as well as several Islamist terrorist organisations on its soil, so "America and its allies 

are rightly concerned that any instability in Pakistan may result in terrorists getting their hands on 

Pakistan's nuclear technology . Also terrorism is already showing its effect on many countries . 

Level 1 Q) The US has decided to cut military aid to Pakistan , will Pakistan take steps to 

Combat terrorism , what will be the effect of this step , explain ? 

Level 2 Q) What are the recent Steps taken by the International community  to check the spate 

of terrorism in Pakistan ?  

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IN UNITED STATES , WHICH LASTED FOR 3 DAYS : 

Meaning of Furlough :  

In the United States, a furlough is a temporary leave of employees due to special needs of a company, 

which may be due to economic conditions at the specific employer or in the economy as a whole , in 

this case due to non passage of the appropriation bill to fund govt services . 

Trump administration which marked one year in office was paralysed since January 19 after the US 

Senate failed to clear the funding Bill to finance the government ( For example in India we have the 

Apppropriation Act that authorizes the withdrawal of money from the Consolidated Fund to finance 

the Govt services ) , due to a bitter standoff between the Republicans and the Democrats over the 

immigration Program called DACA . 

In United States politics, a government shutdown occurs when Congress and the President fail to pass 

appropriations legislation funding government operations and agencies. In this case, the current 

interpretation of the Antideficiency Act requires that the federal government begin a "shutdown" of 

the affected activities involving the furlough of non-essential personnel and curtailment of agency 

activities and services. 
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What is a government shutdown exactly ? 

A government shutdown is a major event , where certain services of the govt do not function . A total 

shutdown is impossible . In the case of the US govt , those services that are termed by the govt as “ 

NON ESSENTIAL “ are shutdown , meaning the workers in those areas are asked not to come to work 

until the shutdown is over and they will not be paid for those days . It is technically called “ Furlough “ 

. The military and the law enforcement activities continue . 

This furlough of the govt services causes tremendous inconvenience to the Americans and can cause 

serious problems if they extend .The last time this shutdown occurred was during 2013 . The US govt 

has shutdown 18 times in modern history with this one being the first in Trump’s administration . 

 

What is the reason for the “ Shutdown “ ? 

The reason for the shutdown is the FUNDING LAWS that the Congress needs to pass . The Congress 

failed to pass the New Funding Law to replace the old one . And this failure has occurred due to 

insufficient numbers of the Republicans( Trumps Party ) in the Senate . 

 

Why is the bill not being passed in the Senate ? 

The govt needs 60 votes out of the 100 for the Funding Bill to be passed , and as the Republicans have 

only 51 , they are falling shart of support to pass the bill . Thus there is the need for the Democrats to 

support them . For this the Democrats are asking for changes to be made to the immigration laws . 

 

What is the demand of the Democrats( Opposition Party in the US ) ? 

 

 Democrats are trying to force Republican leaders to make a deal , giving deportation 

protections to hundreds of thousands of unauthorized immigrants who were brought to the US 

as children. These are the DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival) program recipients, 

commonly referred to as DREAMers. 

 

 The Trump administration decided to end this program, which would leave these young 

immigrants, many of whom grew up thinking of themselves as Americans, without legal 

protections. 

 

 Until they see some progress on a deal protecting DACA recipients, most Democrats said they’d 

withhold their support from government funding bills. Since these bills need a 60-vote . 

supermajority, and therefore at least nine Democratic votes, to pass the Senate, this caused the 

government shutdown. 

What is the DACA (Deferred Action For Childhood Arrival ) Program ? 
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This program, which President Obama established in 2012, granted work permits and deportation 

protections to hundreds of thousands of unauthorized immigrants who came to the US as minors and 

who had been in the country for several years (often called DREAMers). However, Republicans have 

long said Obama didn’t have the legal authority to set up the program without Congress, and the 

Trump administration cited this as its justification for ending it. 

Level1 Q) why was a there a Government shut down in the USA recently ? 

Level 2 Q) what is the DACA Program about ? 

 

ASIA  

NORTH KOREA’S  KIM JONG UN  VISITS  BEIJING  

Topic : North Korea and  US   in the light of the recent nuclear program aimed at Us .  

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has made his first foreign trip since assuming power in 2011, 

meeting China's President Xi Jinping in Beijing and discussing giving up the country's nuclear 

weapons . Kim said he felt compelled to personally inform President Xi of the rapid diplomatic 

developments on the Korean Peninsula in recent weeks .  

It's in sharp contrast to 2017, when Kim launched a string of missile and nuclear tests  mainly aimed 

at US , that drew the ire of the international community. 

Kim's trip was the first of three potential meetings with some of the world's most powerful 

leaders.Kim is set to attend a summit with South Korean President Moon Jae-in next month, and will 

later meet US President Donald Trump, in what would be an historic first encounter between a sitting 

US President and a North Korean leader. 

 Key points:   

   Kim said he was committed to denuclearization but with conditions. 

 Xi hosted a grand banquet for Kim at the Great Hall of the People 

 Kim traveled to China by train on March 25 and spent two days in Beijing 

 North Korean state media said Xi accepted an invitation to visit Pyongyang 

The visit was a courtesy call aimed at shoring up Pyongyang's ties with China, a traditional ally and 

major trading partner , North Korea depends for 90 % of its energy and food needs on China . Leaders 

from the two countries haven't met since 2011, with ties souring after Kim purged some of Beijing's 

allies in North Korea and the isolated nation  pursued its development of nuclear weapons. 

By visiting Beijing now, Mr. Kim is sending a clear message: that he is serious about his offer of talks. 

The visit has also helped repair relations between Pyongyang and Beijing, which had come under 

some strain. China was not particularly happy with the North’s nuclear tests. Mr. Xi was under 

pressure from the West to exercise influence on Mr. Kim’s regime. And Beijing’s support for stringent 

UN sanctions on North Korea that have cut its exports of coal, seafood and other goods to China has 

dealt a blow to its already isolated economy. 

China’s role in North Korea : China has historically played a role in inter-Korean relations. In 2000, 

Mr. Kim’s father and predecessor, Kim Jong-il, had visited China shortly before a summit with South 
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Korea. In 2003, China launched the Six-Party Talks aimed at peacefully resolving the North Korean 

nuclear crisis, which eventually failed. Mr. Kim’s visit to Beijing has reinstated China’s central role in 

talks over the Korean crisis, which both countries see as mutually beneficial. For the Kim regime, 

China’s experience and guidance could come in handy when it is preparing to engage with two of its 

biggest rivals. China, for its part, would not like to be bypassed by the U.S. and the North in any 

diplomatic process. If the Kim regime’s fundamental objective is its own survival, China’s interest lies 

in a peaceful resolution to the crisis in a stable political environment in its neighbourhood. Thus there 

is a convergence of interests .  

What does this mean for India : India has always called for dialogue and discussion to solve issues 

and conflicts also India is for Peaceful uses of nuclear energy  , though it understands that a country’s 

deterrence capability should be kept in mind . But North Korea has had a bad proliferation record . 

The recent visit by Kim and his signals that NK is ready to denuclearise is very welcoming , as this 

would ensure peace in the immediate neighbourhood ,  and the Tension between US  and North Korea 

would make progress towards improvement .  

China’s role as a mediator between US and Pyongyang  to ease tensions , can also help China realise 

that it can play the similar role to ease tensions between India and Pakistan given its growing relation 

between them both and the Continuous  support that Beijing has offered to Pakistan  at various 

organizations  , rather than playing a obstructionist role . This will only usher in peace and 

development for Asia  as  ,  this is the region that has the Potential to be a growth pole in the future 

and play a dominant role in world politics .  

Q) the recent visit of Kim to Beijing is a signal that Kim is ready to talk , explain . Also Assess 

the role of China keeping in mind that Kim first decided to meet Xi , even before meeting any 

other leader ?  

Prelims : Map of the Countries  , and the korean peninsula , Six party talks , Capitals , currency .  

 

PAKISTAN TO BRING LAW TO CURB HAFIZ SAEED AND JUD  

What is the news about :  

After being put on the “ grey list “  by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), Pakistan is working on a 

law to replace the presidential ordinance which banned Hafiz Saeed’s Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) and its 

charity wing Falah-i-Insaniyat Foundation in February this year.  A presidential decree ( Ordinance )  

is only issued for four months after which it lapses therefore there is a need of  a law . 

The move comes ahead of visit by an FATF delegation to Pakistan on April 19 to examine the 

measures taken by Islamabad to curb terror financing. If  the Team is not satisfies then Pakistan will 

be on the “ Black List “ . The proposed legislation would ensure full implementation of UNSC 

resolutions against Saeed and JuD. 

The government’s move to prepare a draft Bill that would amend the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) of 

1997 is part of its damage control campaign after the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) placed the 

country on its money laundering and terror financing grey list in February .  
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Ahead of the FATF meeting in Paris, President Mamnoon Hussain had promulgated an ordinance in 

February amending the ATA to include entities listed by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

as proscribed groups. 

New terrorist database : Apart from introducing specific legislation to permanently ban Hafiz 

Saeed’s Jamaat-ud-Dawa, Pakistani government is also preparing a consolidated database of known 

terrorists and terrorist organisations. 

The database, which would be accessible to the country’s financial institutions and law enforcement 

agencies, will help the regime to tackle money laundering and terror financing. 

Islamabad had declared the JuD banned in February and taken control of its assets, including schools 

and health centres. However, Saeed was not detained. 

Saeed, who has been declared a global terrorist by the UN, has challenged the JuD ban in Islamabad 

High Court and Lahore High Court. He claims that these steps were taken under pressure from the U.S. 

and India. 

Saeed was under detention for about nine months last year but released by Lahore High Court after 

the government failed to bring specific charges. 

The JuD is believed to be a front organisation of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, which was responsible for the 

Mumbai attacks of 2008. 

Q) Why is Pakistan amending the Anti Terrorism Act  1997 ? What are the steps taken by 

Pakistan to comply with the UN resolutions on terrorism ? 

Prelims : FATF.  

LIMITS ON THE TENURE OF THE PRESIDENT IN CHINA GOES AFTER THE PARLIAMENT 

AMANDS THE CONSTITUTION , THEREBY GIVING THE PRESENT PRESIDENT ,XI JINPING A 

CHANCE TO STAY FOR LIFE ; 

Topic useful in : China and the recent steps to ensure its rise . 

About the news : 

The 2,964 members of the National People’s Congress (NPC) which Is China’s Parliament ,  voted to  

amend the Chinese Constitution to remove the present  limit on the tenure of the President to two 

consecutive five-year terms. Thereby giving the present President Xi Jinping a chance to serve for life .  

There were three only  abstentions to the revision floated by the Communist Party of China (CPC) and 

only 2 opposed the removal on the limit to the tenure .  This shows the Amount of support that Xi 

Jinping  has as a political leader . 

With the changes in China’s basic law, Mr. Xi can now serve as President indefinitely. He already 

wields real power as the CPC’s General Secretary — a post that has no term limit. Mr. Xi also heads the 

powerful Central Military Commission — the apex body that marshals the People’s Liberation Army 

(PLA). 

Presidents Doctrine Included In the constitution :  The  lawmakers at the NPC, China’s parliament, 

also included Mr. Xi’s political doctrine — ‘Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
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Characteristics for a New Era,’ as part of the amended Constitution. This is important as , prior to 

Mr. Xi, only the founding father of the People’s Republic of China, Mao Zedong, and the late 

paramount leader Deng Xiaoping have their personal ideologies engraved in the Constitution. 

As the constitution is the fundamental law this means  doctrine will   have to followed strictly 

and any violation would not be overlooked .  

The NPC requires only 2/3rd majority to pass any change , but this amendment got a unanimous vote  . 

The 21 items in the Constitution that were revised include provisions for setting up a National 

Supervisory Commission — an anti-corruption super agency .“The amendment makes the next 15 

years more predictable and strengthens China’s hand internationally,”.  

Some of the important policies of Xi , which can be seen to continue  with the amendment to the 

constitution . 

 The major One Belt One Road initiative that spans more than 60 countries . 

 The maritime assertiveness of China . 

 President Xi Jinping can now stamp his authority on achieving the “two centenary” goals: 

making China a “moderately prosperous society” by 2020 serving as a platform for 

becoming an advanced socialist nation by 2050. 

 The possibility of Xi ruling for a longer term will have a positive impact on Chinese markets: 

the Xi put will likely continue. 

 China is still only half-way through reforms and economic transformation, so policy 

continuity is very important. A longer term for Xi would ensure more supply-side reforms 

and deleveraging efforts, as well as stable fiscal and monetary policies. That will help 

economic fundamentals and lift market momentum. 

His vision for a “New Era For China “ and 7 policies of this vision ,  

 A new name for China’s political philosophy - “socialism with Chinese characteristics for a 

new era” 

 Becoming a nation with leading, global influence by 2050 

 Keeping up with the “irreversible” momentum of anti-corruption campaign and 

maintaining the rule by law 

 . Protecting national sovereignty 

 Upholding central government authority over Hong Kong and Macau and opposing Taiwan 

independence 

 Creating a level playing field for foreign businesses 

 Protecting the public interest -Fighting poverty was crucial for China to become a 
moderately prosperous society 

Q) What does the amendment to the Constitution in China  recently  Mean ?  

TRADE WAR BETWEEN USA AND CHINA ;  

A trade war is a back-and-forth dispute wherein a country ( country A)  imposes tariffs on certain 

imports in order to restrict trade,  In response, the country( Country B )  or countries affected by those 

tariffs impose their own fees on imports they make  from country A . 
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 Put simply, tariffs are fees or taxes assessed on certain products when imported into a country. These 

tariffs imposed by the importing country will affect the exports of the exporting country and vice 

versa .  

In the case of the China-U.S. squabble, Trump imposed aluminum and steel tariffs in early March in 

order to protect those American industries. He then announced 25% tariffs on $50 billion to $60 

billion in Chinese exports to the U.S., including aerospace, information and communication 

technology, and machinery.  The US has done this citing the threat to national security of the USA . USA 

used section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act 1962 which gives the US the ability to investigate 

whether certain imports pose a threat to the national security .  

 China in retaliation  placed fees on a wide range of U.S. products, including scrap aluminum, sparkling 

wine and apples. Trump then promised tariffs on about 1,300 Chinese products. Hours later, China 

came out with more tariffs, this time taking aim at Boeing planes. The White House says the purpose 

of the tariffs is in response to Chinese cyber and intellectual property theft of U.S. technology. 

The announcement of the tariffs also angered the  EU , Australia , and the Mexico as well as the rival 

China .  

There is a fear that following the USA if other countries too take the similar s teps the global trade 

order woud be in risk , as protectionist tendencies are already on the rise . 

Opposition from the US on Trumps decision : Trumps announcement has faced significant 

domestic opposition including within his own white house representatives . 

The USA automakers , oil and gas producers and the other industry groups have publically urged the 

president to not impose the barriers on the import of metals as the measures could push up the prices 

of the US auto components and hence not be competitive . The move would reduce the choice of the 

US goods .  

The EU warns of tariffs on the US  imports : the EU warned of similar  tariffs to be imposed due to 

the US action as the tariffs on steel and aluminium would affect the jobs of the EU workers . 

India not to be affected : according to the Govt , India would not be affected as India only has 2% of 

the steel exports to the USA.  

The effect of the decision : the stock markets tumbled as the fear of retaliatory measures by the 

other countries such as the EU and the China thus posing a risk to the futures market and the stocks of 

the various steel and aluminium companies .  

 What are tariffs :  

 Tariffs are taxes or duties (customs duties) that are levied on imported goods. The aims are 

either to increase the prices of the imported products to at least the level of the current 

domestic prices, or raise revenue for the government. 

 Tariffs along with quotas – limiting the quantity of imports coming into a country – are two 

weapons that countries use to both protect their domestic producers and improve their 

trade balance. 

 Tariffs may also be applied to exported goods. Some countries tax grain exports in order to 

prevent a shortage at home. 
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 Tariffs are one of the most pervasive and oldest forms of trade protection, often described 

as a barrier to trade. 

According to the WTO : Customs duties on merchandise imports are called tariffs. Tariffs give a price 

advantage to locally-produced goods over similar goods which are imported, and they raise revenues 

for governments. One result of the Uruguay Round was countries’ commitments to cut tariffs and to 

“bind” their customs duty rates to levels which are difficult to raise.” .  

Q) What  a Trade War , describe whats going on between the USA and the China , whata re its 

effects , how will India be affected ?  

MALDIVES  

 

Why is Maldives in News ? 

1. Abdulla Yameen who came to power in 2013 has presided over a crackdown . 

2. He has refused to comply with a SC order , The Maldives crisis started when the Maldives 

SC ruling ordered the release of 9 opposition leaders including former President 

Mohammad Nasheed .  
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3. The court has also ordered the that the 12 legislators earlier expelled from parliament for 

defection to be reinstated .  

4. The SC ruling gives the Opposition the required numbers to potentially impeach Yameen .  

5. Yameen then sent soldiers to storm the court and arrest the judges . 

6. The armed forces chief has the backing of Yameen . Yameen has declared Emergency since 

then . The emergency declaration gives sweeping powers to detain opponents and bars the 

Parliament from impeaching Yameen . 

7. The Security forces in the country also shut the country’s Parliament and People’s Majlis  .  

8. Maldives President Yameen’s refusal to abide by the SC decision to release the jailed 

Opposition leaders and reinstate expelled legislators in Parliament has triggered a major 

political crisis in the country with the world over asking Yameen to respect the Rule of Law 

.  

9. The country has been in perpectual crisis . Nasheed was the first democratically elected 

President in 2008 . In 2013 Yameen defeated Nasheed in the Presidential election . The 

Former President Nasheed was arrested on terrorism charges , he is currently in exile in UK 

.  

Amidst the turmoil, India has joined the U.S., the European Union and several other countries in 

calling for Mr. Yameen to carry out the Supreme Court’s order. New Delhi said in a statement that it is 

monitoring the situation in Male “closely”. But currently, Delhi’s leverage in the Maldives is less than it 

has ever been. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to cancel his visit to Male three years ago, has 

singled Maldives out as the only country in the South Asian and Indian Ocean Region that he hasn’t 

visited. Given that the Maldives has pulled out of the Commonwealth, and there is little semblance of a 

SAARC process at present, India’s influence in Male is further limited. It will require concerted action 

from the international community to persuade Mr. Yameen to steer the Maldives out of this crisis, 

without taking recourse to coercive means. 

What is India’s reaction ? 

1. India along with the US , Australia has criticised Maldives for suspending Democracy . All 

the countries have sent out advisories asking their citizens to withhold  their travel plans to 

the Indian Ocean Country . India too  has asked the Indians to keep away from travelling 

there .  

2. India has urged the UN to send a fact-finding mission to Maldives and impressed countries 

to ask their judiciaries to support chief justice of the Maldives SC who has been imprisoned 

by the President following the order to release Opposition leaders. 

3. The UN Secretary General had asked the Maldivian government to respect the Supreme 

Court order of February 1 .  

4. 1988  Indian troops went to save the government of President Gayoom from an attempted 

coup by a Sri Lankan Tamil group called PLOTE. The 1st democratically elected President  , 

Nasheed had asked India to sent its troops to release the Judges and the Political Prisoners . 

But The situation was different during 1988 , as the coup was by a external group , this is a 

internal issue of the Maldivian govt .  

Located near key shipping lanes , the Maldives have assumed greater importance after China began 

building political and economic ties as part of its so – called “ String Of Pearls “ strategy to buyild a 

network of ports in the Indian Ocean Region . 
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Former President Mohd Nasheed has called for military intervention from India  , But India has not 

replied on that matter . The relations between India and Maldives have been cold due to the China 

factor and the other limiting factor for any intervention is that Maldives has pulled out of 

COMMENWEALTH and the SAARC of which both India and Maldives are members has not been active 

,and neither multilateral for a has much leverage over the Maldivian Govt at present . 

On the other hand China has rejected an UN intervention to resolve the crisis in the Maldives . China 

has said that it is the internal issue of the Maldives and that countries should respect the sovereignty 

and territorial integrity of the Maldives .  

The judges have reversed the order of the SC which called for the release of the jailed opposition 

members due to the threats received   . Presidential elections to be held in September 2018 .  

Q) Why has Maldives been in news recently ? what is India’s reaction to the situation , 

elaborate ? 

PAKISTANI IRON LADY –  ASMA JAHANGIR PASSES AWAY : 

Who is Asma Jahangir ? 

She was one of the most prominent Human Rights activists of Pakistan . A symbol of resistance and a 

fierce opponent of the military rule , she was a vocal advocate of  India – Pakistan peace and was a 

part of the Track -2 Delegations to India .  

She helped create the Human Rights Commission in Pakistan and defended rights of the minorities , 

women , children . Took up cases of missing persons , Played an active role in the lawyers movement 

that seen restoration of Iftikar Chaudary as the Chief Justice of Pakistan in 2007 , the same movement 

bought a fall of the Gen.Pervez Musharraf Govt .  

She worked as lawyer in the SC since age of 30 . Was imprisoned in 1983 for participating in the 

movement for the restoration of democracy against Zia – ul – Haq . Co – Founded the Human Rights 

Commission of Pakistan . The First women leader of Pakistan’s Supreme Court Bar Association .  

Awards Won :  

Hilal-i-Imtiaz and Sitar-i-Imtiaz among the countries highest civilian awards . Ramon 

Magasaysay Award . Officer De La Legion of France . Nominated for the Nobel Peace Price in 

2005 as part of the “ 1000 Women For Peace Project “ .  

Q) write about Asma Jahangir ? 

 

PAKISTAN GOVT TAKES OVER THE ASSETS OF JUD  

About the news : 

Pakistani government is all set to take over the assets  of Jamaatud Dawa (JuD) and its subsidiary 

Falah-i-Insaaniyat Foundation (FIF) following a Presidential decree .  

Jamaatud Dawa and its charity wing FIF was banned by the United Nations but they got a reprieve 

from Lahore High Court. Hafiz Saeed was put behind bars for months before he was released late last 
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year by the High Court after the government failed to file any charges. Hafiz Saeed and his 

organization was banned by the UN and the US following Mumbai attacks in India on 26 / 11 . 

The move came days before a critical meeting in Paris of Financial Action Task Force that would take 

stock of the commitments by the member countries on restricting banned organizations to function. 

In 2017, Hafiz Saeed was detained for nine months before the FATF meeting to show progress. This 

time too Pakistan government has taken action just days before the crucial meeting although no 

decision has been taken to detain Hafiz Saeed. The govt also enforced the the Anti-Terrorism 

(Freezing and Seizure) Rules 2018 under which the assets of JuD and FIF are being attached .  

These steps of Pakistan are to avoid  being “grey-listed” at next week’s plenary session of the United 

Nation’s terror financing watchdog. 

The plenary session of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on February 21 and 23 will decide on a 

resolution sponsored by four countries — the U.S., the U.K., France and Germany — to name Pakistan 

in its public statement as a country that had not taken sufficient steps to counter money laundering 

and terror financing. This is the  “first time ever” four countries had nominated any country for 

censure. 

China, which has supported Pakistan in the past, may not be able to “block the consensus” unless it 

gets support from other countries, said External Affairs Ministry officials. Pakistan has lobbied 

strongly for support with Russia, Turkey and members of the Gulf Cooperation Council in the run-up 

to the FATF meeting. 

 

II MOSCOW CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY’ - THEME TITLED ‘GLOBAL 

SECURITY IN A POLYCENTRIC WORLD’;  

About the MCIS :  

Launched in 2012, the annual MCIS is seen as the Russian version of the well-known Munich Security 

Conference in Germany. It is organized by Russia's Ministry of Defense and attended by defense 

ministers from mostly non-Western countries as well as security experts. 

This year's Moscow Conference on International Security (MCIS) kicked off  amid diplomatic tensions 

between Russia and the West over the poisoning of a former Russian spy and his daughter in Britain. 

Focused on the defeat of terrorists in Syria, it is also the first MCIS in the post-ISIL era. 

As Russia-West relations reach one of the lowest points since the end of the Cold War, this year's two-

day gathering in Moscow is closely watched across the globe. 

Is Russia Getting isolated ? 

Russia and the West are engaged in a diplomatic war over Moscow's alleged role in the poisoning of 

former double agent Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia Skripal in Britain a month ago. Without 

concrete proof, the UK insists Russia was behind the incident – an accusation that Russia strongly 

denies. 
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Britain, the United States, Australia, EU members and NATO countries have ordered the expulsion of 

more than 150 Russian diplomats, trying to isolate Russia in the international community. Russia is 

also expelling the same number of Western diplomats and closing the US consulate in St. Petersburg in 

retaliation. 

Despite Western solidarity in the isolation of Russia, the seventh MCIS shows the attempt to isolate 

Russia is not succeeding – Moscow still has plenty of friends. According to Russian Defense Minister 

Sergei Shoigu, delegations from 95 countries, as well as 30 defense ministers, 15 general staff chiefs 

and deputy defense ministers are attending the event. 

China-Russia ties 'as firm as rock':China has shown firm support for Russia by sending two state 

councilors to the country within a week. In fact, Russia is the destination of Wei's first overseas trip 

after he assumed the positions of state councilor and defense minister in March. 

What's next after defeating ISIL? :The theme of this year's gathering is the defeat of terrorists in 

Syria. Russia will share its experience in fighting ISIL – an extremist group once controlling large 

swaths of land in Syria and Iraq . At the first MCIS after the defeat of ISIL, participants will exchange 

views on what happens next in the Middle East, particularly the "post-conflict reconstruction .  

Russia has been playing an active role in the Syrian conflict since 2015, helping the Syrian government 

regain much of its land taken by extremists and anti-government troops. With domestic and 

international powers vying for influence in post-ISIL Syria, Moscow tries to mediate by organizing and 

attending multilateral peace talks in Astana and Sochi – moves that Russia claims would contribute to 

the United Nations-brokered peace talks in Geneva. 

The MCIS  also addressed  issues such as European security, the situation in Asia, Africa and Latin 

America, as well as the use of "soft power" for military and political objectives .  

Level 1 Q) Write about the Moscow International Conference on Security ( MCIS ) , is Russia 

getting isolated ?  

INDIA HAILS U.S. MOVE AGAINST LET ARM ,  

What is the news about :  

U.S.’s decision to designate Milli Muslim League (MML), the political arm of Lashkar-e-Taiba in 

Pakistan as  a terrorist organisation  , has been welcomed by India .  

The Ministry of External affairs ahs said that the US move vindicates India’s position that Pakistna has 

not done much to tackle the terror organisations , and that they are changing names and functioning .  

The LeT has changed its name over the years to aver USA sanctions . 

The US state Department has designated MML s the alias of the LeT and has bought it under USA 

sanctions . 

U.S. announced its decision to declare the MML and the Tehreek-e-Azadi-e-Jammu and Kashmir 

(TAJK), an LeT front organisation working as a charity, terrorist organisations. 

India had raised both issues at the global Financial Action Task Force plenaries in 2017 and 

February 2018, which also led to Pakistan’s Grey listing. The U.S. order, designating the two 

organisations as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTO) under Section 219 of the U.S. Immigration 
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and Nationality Act, and as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) under Executive 

Order 13224 , came concurrently with designations for the main leaders of the organisations, 

some of whom expect to stand for elections in Pakistan in 2018. 

The U.S. move comes on the back of a number of decisions taken by the Trump administration to put 

Pakistan on notice on the issue of terror groups operating there. In November 2017, the U.S. had 

criticised the release of Hafiz Saeed, convicted in India on terror charges, after 10 months under house 

arrest in Lahore, as well as the Supreme Court order that allowed the MML to be registered for the 

upcoming general elections. 

In January, the Trump administration decided to withhold all Coalition Support Funding and some 

Foreign Military Financing to Pakistan because of its lack of action against terror groups, especially 

the Haqqani network. In February, the U.S. pushed through a proposal to greylist Pakistan at the FATF. 

Washington’s move of bringing the MML under the sanctions comes days after the US and India Joint 

working on counterterrorism met . 

Saeed is suspected to be the Mastremind of 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks and has been designated as 

a terrorist by the UN in 2008  and is under international sanctions . 

Level 1 Q) Give a brief account of the US policy  towards Pakistan ?  

PAKISTAN PREPARES  TERRORIST DATABASE  ;  

What is the news about ?  

Pakistani government is  preparing a consolidated database of known terrorists and terrorist 

organisations. The database, which would be accessible to the country’s financial institutions and law 

enforcement agencies, will help the regime to tackle money laundering and terror financing. 

Islamabad had declared the JuD banned in February and taken control of its assets, including schools 

and health centres. However, Saeed was not detained . 

The Pakistani  government’s move to prepare a draft Bill that would amend the Anti-Terrorism 

Act (ATA) of 1997 is part of its damage control campaign after the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) approved a nomination proposal tabled jointly by the US, the UK, France and Germany 

to place Pakistan on the international watchdog's money-laundering and terror-financing grey 

list in February. 

Ahead of the FATF meeting in Paris, President Mamnoon Hussain had promulgated an ordinance in 

February amending the ATA to include entities listed by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

as proscribed groups. 

Amendments were made to the ATA’s Section 11-B, which sets out parameters for proscription of 

groups; and 

 Section 11-EE, which describes the grounds for the listing of individuals. In both sections, Sub-Section 

‘aa’ was added. According to the sub-section, organisations and individuals “listed under the United 

Nations (Security Council) Act, 1948 (XIV of 1948), or” will be included in the First Schedule (for 

organisations) and Fourth Schedule (for individuals), respectively. 
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Under Section 11-EE, the requirements were: "(a) concerned in terrorism; (b) an activist, office-bearer 

or an associate of an organisation kept under observation under section 11D or proscribed under 

section 11B; and (c) in any way concerned or suspected to be concerned with such organisation or 

affiliated with any group or organisation suspected to be involved in terrorism or sectarianism or 

acting on behalf of, or at the direction of, any person or organisation proscribed under this Act." 

In addition to the draft bill, Pakistan is also preparing a consolidated database of known terrorists and 

terrorist organisations which will be accessible to financial institutions and law-enforcement agencies 

of the country to strengthen the regime against money laundering and terror financing. 

For the enforcement of prohibition of funds and financial services, it was recommended to the 

authorities to ensure that statutory regulatory orders issued under UNSC Resolutions-1267 and - 

1373 (issued under ATA) are implemented without delay. The government would also frame the 

ATA's freezing and seizure rules and ensure that Anti-Terrorism Amendment Ordinance 2018 is 

enacted through the parliament, according to the draft action plan. 

The amendment to the ATA would also enable investigation officers to be trained to investigate 

sources of funding besides other financial aspects in terrorism cases. 

The presidential ordinance has already been challenged by Saeed in the Islamabad High Court. He 

claimed that the ordinance had been promulgated due to external pressure and hence was not only 

prejudicial to the sovereignty but also contradictory to the fundamental rights enshrined in the 

Constitution. 

Saeed, who has been declared a global terrorist by the UN, has challenged the JuD ban in Islamabad 

High Court and Lahore High Court. He claims that these steps were taken under pressure from the U.S. 

and India. Saeed was under detention for about nine months last year but released by Lahore High 

Court after the government failed to bring specific charges. 

The JuD is believed to be a front organisation of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, which was responsible for the 

Mumbai attacks of 2008. 

Level 1 Q) What are the steps Pakistan is taking to  deal with terrorist on its soil ?  

Level 2 Q) Do you think the recent steps taken by  Pakistan  to  deal with terrorism on its soil  

will suffice , is it acting  for the fear of FATF ?  

CHEMICAL ATTACK IN DOUMA , SYRIA ;  

In February, forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad launched an assault on the Eastern Ghouta that 

has reportedly left more than 1,700 civilians dead. 

In March, troops split the region into three pockets - the largest of which was around Douma, home to 

between 80,000 and 150,000 people . Facing defeat, rebel groups in the other two pockets agreed to 

be evacuated to northern Syria. But the group controlling Douma, Jaysh al-Islam, continued to hold 

out. On 6 April, after negotiations with the government stalled, air strikes resumed. 

On the day of the suspected chemical attack, Douma was still under the control of the Jaish al-Islam 

group, the last rebel bastion in the Eastern Ghouta region outside Damascus. 
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The bombardment continued for a second day, with dozens of people reportedly killed or injured by 

conventional munitions before the suspected chemical attack. Activists from the Violations 

Documentation Center (VDC), which records alleged violations of international law in Syria, reported 

two separate incidents of bombs believed to contain toxic substances being dropped by the Syrian Air 

Force .  

What does the Syrian government say? 

The Syrian government, which has repeatedly denied ever using chemical weapons, accused rebels of 

"fabricating" the reports. Syria's permanent representative to the UN, Bashar al-Jaafari, accused 

Western powers of falsely accusing the government "to prepare the ground for an aggression against 

my country, just as the United States and the United Kingdom did in Iraq in 2003". 

Russia's permanent representative to the UN, Vassily Nebenzia, told the Security Council on 9 April 

that Russian military specialists had visited Douma and taken soil samples that showed no presence of 

nerve agents or substances containing chlorine. 

How has the international community reacted? 

United Nations Secretary General António Guterres said he was outraged by the reports from Douma 

and warned that "any confirmed use of chemical weapons, by any party to the conflict and under any 

circumstances, is abhorrent and a clear violation of international law". Hours before the OPCW fact-

finding team arrived in Damascus on 14 April, the US, UK and France carried out missile strikes on 

three sites they said were "specifically associated with the Syrian regime's chemical weapons 

programme". 

When were chemical weapons used before? 

In August 2013, rockets containing Sarin were fired at several opposition-held suburbs in the Eastern 

and Western Ghouta, killing hundreds of people. UN experts confirmed that Sarin was used in the 

attack . Western powers said only Syrian government forces could have carried out the attack. 

President Assad denied the allegation, but he did agree to sign the Chemical Weapons Convention and 

destroy Syria's declared chemical arsenal.Experts from a joint UN-OPCW mission also said they were 

confident that government forces used Sarin in an attack in April 2017 on the rebel-held Khan 

Sheikhoun, which reportedly killed more than 80 people. President Assad dismissed the attack as a 

fabrication, but the US carried a cruise missile strike on a Syrian airbase in retaliation. 

The UN-OPCW mission also found that government forces used chlorine as a weapon on at least three 

occasions during the civil war. 

OPCW  Team visits Ghouta :  

International chemical weapons experts have finally inspected the site of a suspected attack near 

Damascus which caused an international crisis. The team from the Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPCW) travelled to the town of Douma and collected samples and other items. 

Syria and Russia, which now control Douma, deny chemical arms were used. The joint military 

response by the US, UK and France followed a war of words with Russia, Syria's main military ally. 

ABOUT THE OPCW :  
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The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons is the implementing body of the Chemical 

Weapons Convention (CWC), which entered into force in 1997. As of today OPCW has 192 Member 

States, who are working together to achieve a world free of chemical weapons. Its head quarter is 

located at Hague , and its works  with the   UN .  

Goal:The OPCW Member States share the collective goal of preventing chemistry from ever again 

being used for warfare, thereby strengthening international security. 

Level 1 Q)  Write about the OPCW , why was  it in news ?  

Level 2 Q) Why was the place called Douma in news recently ?  

RUSSIA, TURKEY, IRAN HOLD TALKS ON SYRIA SITUATION 

The three nations have been attempting to find a political solution to the civil war raging 

between Assad loyalists and rebel groups .  

In a bid to seek a political solution to resolve the Syria conflict, the foreign ministers of Russia, Iran 

and Turkey held talks in Moscow. 

The ministers began talks by condemning the recent retaliatory attacks by the U.S., Britain and France 

which came in response to the alleged chemical weapons attack in Douma, which the west blamed on 

the Syrian administration. 

The  3 Nations have been attempting to find a political solution to the Syrian conflict at talks that 

started in  Astana ( Kazakhstan )  last year  , in competition with the U.S and the UN backed Geneva 

initiative .  

The latest talks in Moscow between two of Assad’s key supporters, Moscow and Tehran, and rebel-

backer Ankara come as the alleged chemical attack in the Syrian town of Douma on April 7 has 

prompted sharply differing responses from Turkey and Russia. 

“I curse those who carried out this massacre,” Erdogan ( Turkey President )  said, adding that he 

welcomed Western air strikes in retaliation as “appropriate”. 

Meanwhile Russia says the attack was staged to discredit its ally President Bashar-al Assad and this 

week brought a group of Syrians to the global chemical arms watchdog to back its claims. 

The most recent Syria talks attended by the foreign ministers in Astana were held on March 16. The 

next are set for May 14. Eight rounds of talks under United Nations auspices in Geneva have made 

little headway, with Assad’s government taking little interest.  

Both Tehran and Moscow have deployed military forces to Syria to back up Assad in his now seven-

year-old war against anti-government rebels. Ankara has called for Assad’s removal throughout the 

war, but has worked increasingly closely with Moscow and Tehran in recent months in an attempt to 

find a solution to the conflict. In January, Russia held a showpiece conference in the Black Sea resort of 

Sochi with largely pro-regime delegates, which saw boycotts by rebels and made little progress. Putin 

hosted a summit on Syria with the Iranian and Turkish presidents in November. They then met again 

in Ankara this month. 
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Both Russia and Iran back the Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, even though Ankara has been at odds 

with Damascus over several issues. For over two years now, the three countries have been working 

closely to end the seven-year civil war which has cost the lives of hundreds of thousands of citizens. 

The important points discussed are , the De-escalation Zones and  The formation of a constitutional 

committee to re-write a constitution for Syria  

Level  1 Q)  What is the  Geneva Initiative of the UN for Syria ?  

Level 2 Q)  What are the solutions being planned for Syria by its supporters as well as the UN ?  

WHO ARE THE HOUTHI’S  AND WHAT ARE THEY FIGHTING FOR ?  

Yemen, one of the Arab world's poorest countries, has been devastated by a civil war. Here we explain 

what is fuelling the fighting, and who is involved. 

How  did the civil war start ?  

The conflict has its roots in the failure of a political transition supposed to bring stability to Yemen 

following an Arab Spring uprising that forced its longtime authoritarian president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, 

to hand over power to his deputy Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi, in 2011. 

President Hadi struggled to deal with a variety of problems, including attacks by al-Qaeda, a separatist 

movement in the south, the continuing loyalty of many military officers to Mr Saleh, as well as 

corruption, unemployment and food insecurity. 

The Houthi movement, which champions Yemen's Zaidi Shia Muslim minority and fought a series of 

rebellions against Mr Saleh during the previous decade, took advantage of the new president's 

weakness by taking control of their northern heartland of Saada province and neighbouring areas. 

Disillusioned with the transition, many ordinary Yemenis - including Sunnis - supported the Houthis 

and in late 2014 and early 2015, the rebels took over Sanaa. 

The Houthis and security forces loyal to Mr Saleh  , then attempted to take control of the entire 

country, forcing Mr Hadi to flee abroad in March 2015. 

Alarmed by the rise of a group they believed to be backed militarily by regional Shia power Iran, Saudi 

Arabia and eight other mostly Sunni Arab states began an air campaign aimed at restoring Mr Hadi's 

government. The coalition received logistical and intelligence support from the US, UK and France. 

What has happened since then ?  

Almost three years of fighting appears to have entrenched both sides, while three UN-organised 

efforts to negotiate a peace deal have failed. Pro-government forces - made up of soldiers loyal to 

President Hadi and predominantly Sunni southern tribesmen and separatists - were successful in 

stopping the rebels taking Aden, but only after a fierce, four-month battle. 
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The Houthis meanwhile have not been dislodged from Sanaa, and have been able to maintain a siege 

of the southern city of Taiz and to fire mortars and missiles across the border with Saudi Arabia.  

Jihadist militants from al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and rival affiliates of the Islamic 

State group (IS) have taken advantage of the chaos by seizing territory in the south and carrying out 

deadly attacks, notably in Aden. 

The launch of a ballistic missile towards Riyadh in November 2017 prompted the Saudi-led coalition 

to tighten its blockade of Yemen. The coalition said it wanted to halt the smuggling of weapons to the 

rebels by Iran - an accusation Tehran denied - but the UN said the restrictions could trigger "the 

largest famine the world has seen for many decades". 
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The human cost :  

In short, the situation in Yemen is, the UN says, the world's worst man-made humanitarian disaster. 

More than 9,245 people have been killed and 52,800 injured since March 2015, the UN says. At least 

5,558 of those killed, and 9,065 of those injured up to 14 December 2017 were civilians. Saudi-led 

coalition air strikes were the leading cause of overall civilian casualties. According to the UN Human 

Rights Council, civilians have repeatedly been the victims of "unrelenting violations of international 

humanitarian law". 

About 75% of the population - 22.2 million people - are in need of humanitarian assistance, including 

11.3 million people in acute need who urgently require immediate assistance to survive - an increase 

of 1 million since June 2017. Some 17.8 million people do not know where their next meal is coming 

from and 8.4 million are considered at risk of starvation. Severe acute malnutrition is threatening the 

lives of almost 400,000 children under the age of five. 

How does it  affect the World ?  

What happens in Yemen can greatly exacerbate regional tensions. It also worries the West because of 

the threat of attacks emanating from the country as it becomes more unstable.Western intelligence 

agencies consider AQAP the most dangerous branch of al-Qaeda because of its technical expertise and 

global reach, and the emergence of IS affiliates in Yemen is a serious concern. 
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The conflict between the Houthis and the government is also seen as part of a regional power struggle 

between Shia-ruled Iran and Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia.Gulf Arab states have accused Iran of backing 

the Houthis financially and militarily, though Iran has denied this, and they are themselves backers of 

President Hadi. 

Yemen is strategically important because it sits on the Bab al-Mandab strait, a narrow waterway 

linking the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden, through which much of the world's oil shipments pass. 

Level 1 Q) Who are the Houthi and what are they fighting for , What are the fallouts of the tense 

situation in Yemen ?  

Level 2 Q) Can you give a brief account of the issues that are keeping the West Asia  in a 

disturbed situation ?  

USA PULLS OUT OF THE IRAN DEAL , PLACES MORE SANCTIONS ON IRAN ; 

About the news :  

President Donald Trump has decided to withdraw the United States from a multinational nuclear 

agreement with Iran, saying the deal is "defective at its core" and announcing "the highest level of 

sanctions" against Tehran. 

What is the Deal about and why has  Trump pulled out from the deal ?  

Under the deal signed in Vienna with six world powers - the US, UK, France, Germany, Russia, China 

and the European Union - Iran scaled back its uranium enrichment programme and promised not to 

pursue nuclear weapons. 

In exchange, international sanctions were lifted, allowing it to sell its oil and gas worldwide. However, 

secondary US sanctions remain. United Nations inspectors have repeatedly confirmed Iran's 

compliance with the deal. 

 

What is the Iran – USA Deal ?  

The Iran nuclear deal framework – officially the "Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action" – was a 

historic agreement reached by Iran and the P5+1 group (US, UK, France, China, Russia and Germany ) , 

in 2015, under Barack Obama’s presidency. The deal was made to reduce Iran’s ability to produce two 

components used in making nuclear weapons: plutonium and uranium. In return, crippling economic 

sanctions on Iran were to be done away with . 
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It came after years of tension over Iran's alleged efforts to develop a nuclear weapon. Iran insisted 

that its nuclear programme was entirely peaceful, but the international community did not believe 

that. Under the accord, Iran agreed to limit its sensitive nuclear activities and allow in international 

inspectors in return for the lifting of crippling economic sanctions. 

What are the commitments under the JCAP; 

Uranium Enrichment : Enriched uranium is used to make reactor fuel, but also nuclear weapons. 

Iran had two facilities - Natanz and Fordo - where uranium hexafluoride gas was fed into centrifuges 

to separate out the most fissile isotope, U-235. Low-enriched uranium, which has a 3%-4% 

concentration of U-235, can be used to produce fuel for nuclear power plants. "Weapons-grade" 

uranium is 90% enriched. 

In July 2015, Iran had almost 20,000 centrifuges. Under the JCPOA, it was limited to installing no more 

than 5,060 of the oldest and least efficient centrifuges at Natanz until 2026 - 15 years after the deal's 

"implementation day" in January 2016. 

By January 2016, Iran had drastically reduced the number of centrifuges installed at Natanz and 

Fordo, and shipped tonnes of low-enriched uranium to Russia. In addition, research and development 

must take place only at Natanz and be limited until 2024. No enrichment will be permitted at Fordo 

until 2031, and the underground facility will be converted into a nuclear, physics and technology 

centre. The 1,044 centrifuges at the site will produce radioisotopes for use in medicine, agriculture, 

industry and science. 

Plutonium Enrichment :  

Iran had been building a heavy-water nuclear facility near the town of Arak. Spent fuel from a heavy-

water reactor contains plutonium suitable for a nuclear bomb.World powers had originally wanted 

Arak dismantled because of the proliferation risk. Under an interim nuclear deal agreed in 2013, Iran 

agreed not to commission or fuel the reactor.  

Under the JCPOA, Iran said it would redesign the reactor so it could not produce any weapons-grade 

plutonium, and that all spent fuel would be sent out of the country as long as the modified reactor 

exists. At the time of the agreement, then-US President Barack Obama's administration expressed 

confidence that the JCPOA would prevent Iran from building a nuclear programme in secret. Iran, it 

said, had committed to "extraordinary and robust monitoring, verification, and inspection". 

Inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the global nuclear watchdog, 

continuously monitor Iran's declared nuclear sites and also verify that no fissile material is moved 

covertly to a secret location to build a bomb. Iran also agreed to implement the Additional Protocol to 

their IAEA Safeguards Agreement, which allows inspectors to access any site anywhere in the country 

they deem suspicious. 

Less time for a development of a Bomb :  

Before July 2015, Iran had a large stockpile of enriched uranium and almost 20,000 centrifuges, 

enough to create eight to 10 bombs, according to the Obama administration.  

US experts estimated then that if Iran had decided to rush to make a bomb, it would take two to three 

months until it had enough 90%-enriched uranium to build a nuclear weapon . 
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The Obama administration said the JCPOA would remove the key elements Iran would need to create 

a bomb and increase its development time  to one year or more.Iran also agreed not to engage in 

activities, including research and development, which could contribute to the development of a 

nuclear bomb. 

Sanctions were lifted :  

Sanctions previously imposed by the UN, US and EU in an attempt to force Iran to halt uranium 

enrichment crippled its economy, costing the country more than $160bn (£118bn) in oil revenue from 

2012 to 2016 alone. Under the deal, Iran gained access to more than $100bn in assets frozen overseas, 

and was able to resume selling oil on international markets and using the global financial system for 

trade.  Should Iran violate any aspect of the deal, the UN sanctions will automatically "snap back" into 

place for 10 years, with the possibility of a five-year extension. 

Iran also agreed to the continuation of the UN arms embargo on the country for up to five years, 

although it could end earlier if the IAEA is satisfied that its nuclear programme is entirely peaceful. A 

UN ban on the import of ballistic missile technology will also remain in place for up to eight years. 

Reactions about the USA decision to withdraw from the Iranian Deal ( Supporters 

vs Opposers   ?  

 

 Saudi Arabia, UAE and Bahrain joined Israel in applauding US president's decision to pull 

out of the Iran nuclear deal. These countries are  rivals of Iran .  

 France, Germany and the UK regret the US decision to leave the JCPOA . French President 

Emmanuel Macron, a champion of the deal, wrote on Twitter. "The nuclear non-

proliferation regime is at stake,".  

 Germany also reiterated it also wants to uphold the deal. Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said 

"the deal makes the world safer", adding that Germany could find no legitimate reason for 

pulling out of the deal. 

 UK remains strongly committed to the JCPoA, and will work with E3 partners and the other 

parties to the deal to maintain it,". 

 China, one of the countries that signed the JCPOA, joined the Europe its response, saying the 

country is committed to protecting the deal as it stands. 

 Barack  Obama Former U.S President  said --- The JCPOA is in America's interest - it has 

significantly rolled back Iran's nuclear programme. And the JCPOA is a model for what 
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diplomacy can accomplish - its inspections and verification regime is precisely what the 

United States should be working to put in place with North Korea. 

 "Indeed, at a time when we are all rooting for diplomacy with North Korea to succeed, 

walking away from the JCPOA risks losing a deal that accomplishes - with Iran - the very 

outcome that we are pursuing with the North Koreans." 

 The United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in a statement that he was 

"deeply concerned", urging the remaining parties of the deal to abide by their 

commitments. 

 Both Australia and Japan have also said they regret the US decision. Turkey called Trump's 

decision "an unfortunate step", adding that the deal was an important step to prevent 

nuclear proliferation. 

What are the ramifications of the USA pulling out from the JCPOA ?  

 It could have severe ramifications for the political stability in the Middle East. 

 It will have ramifications for the US’s relations with the EU who have underlined the 

importance of the nuclear deal with Iran and also complicate the US’s relations with Russia and 

China. 

 The most drastic option would see Iran pull out of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and 

kick out international inspectors, which Western intelligence agencies say have provided a 

crucial window into and check on Tehran’s nuclear work. This would signal Iran’s intent to 

build nuclear weapons and permit the regime to pursue weapons-grade enrichment of 

uranium without United Nations monitors on hand. Estimates vary, but Iran could build a 

bomb in about a year’s time or less, based on its current stockpiles of uranium. 

 There would  be distrust  on US ability to continue with Policies . North Korea would be 

hesitant because it might think “ What if US pulls  out of the Peace Talks “, and impose 

sanctions again .  

 

Level 1 Q) What is the  US – Iran Nuclear Deal ?  

Level 2 Q) Write  Briefly about the Joint  Comprehensive Plan of Action( JCPOA  )  and what 

does it intend to achieve ?  

Level 3 Q) What are the ramifications for the US if it withdraws from the JCPOA ? Who are the 

supporters of the Deal ?  

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF THE U.S DECISION TO PULL OUT OF THE JCPOA ?  

Topic useful in : Impact of policies of other countries on India .  

Despite U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to pull out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA) on Iran, the deal itself will not be scrapped as long as Iran and the other signatories — the 

U.K., France, Russia, China, Germany and the European Union — remain committed to it. Even so, 

India will face the impact of the U.S. decision. 

Oil prices : Iran is India’s third biggest supplier (after Iraq and Saudi Arabia) of crude oil, and any 

increase in prices will hit both inflation levels and the rupee, which slumped to $67.48 after the 

decision was announced. in February, India committed itself to increasing its oil imports from Iran, 
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which were expected to double to about 3,96,000 bpd (barrels per day) in 2018-19 from about 

2,05,000 bpd in 2017-18. 

Non-oil trade with Iran, which stood at about $2.69 billion of the total trade figures of $12.89 billion in 

2016-17, may not be affected as much, as New Delhi and Tehran have instituted several measures in 

the past few months. 

Chabahar Port : India’s moves over the past few years to develop berths at the Shahid Beheshti Port 

in Chabahar was a key part of its plans to circumvent Pakistan’s blocks on trade with Afghanistan, and 

the new U.S. sanctions could slow or even bring those plans to a halt. India has already committed 

about $85 million with plans for a total of $500 million on the port. 

INSTC : India is a founder member of the 18-year-old International North South Transport Corridor 

(INSTC) that starts from Iran and aims to cut right across Central Asia to Russia over a 7,200-km 

multi-mode network. 

Plans for INSTC gathered momentum after the JCPOA was signed in 2015 and sanctions on Iran were 

lifted. New U.S. sanctions will add to possible sanctions from the U.S.’s new CAATSA law of January 

2018, that threatens strictures on countries doing military trade with the U.S.’s “adversaries”: Russia, 

North Korea and Iran. 

SCO membership: India joined the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation last year . This year, Chinese 

officials say they will consider inducting Iran into the eight-member Eurasian security organisation. If 

the proposal is accepted, India will become a member of a bloc that will be seen as anti-American. 

India has long been a proponent of a “rules-based order” that depends on multilateral consensus and 

an adherence to commitments made by countries on the international stage, that the Trump 

administration has breached by walking out of the JCPOA, as well as earlier from the Climate Change 

agreement. New Delhi will have to consider a new understanding of its ties with Washington in this 

context. 

Conclusion :   India has lauded the deal between U.S and Iran and the Other countries calling it a “ 

Success of Diplomacy “  . India  always maintained that the nuclear issue of Iran should be resolved by 

peaceful dialogue . India has also always recognised Iran’s right to peaceful uses of Nuclear energy .  

Level 2 Q) What are the impacts of the U.S decision to pull out of the JCPOA ?  

HOW DID IRAN BENEFIT FROM THE JCPOA –  

Iran is the world’s 19th largest economy and the 5th largest oil producer . After the Sanctions were 

lifted in 2015 with the finalisation of the JCPOA between Iran and the  P5+1 Countries Iran’s economy 

grew by 12.5% in the first year i.e 2016  and after that 4% until 2017 .  

 The Non oil Exports grew to $ 47 Billion , from $ 5 Billion  when the sanctions were 

imposed . 

 U.S lifted the ban on Carpets , Luxury items , Caviar , the EU increased its trade significantly 

.  

 The Iranian currency bounced back after the sanctions were lifted in 2015 . 

 Oil exports became robust and the international oil prices stabilised after  Iran entered the 

market in 2015 again  
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 Unemployment reduced in Iran . 

Level 2 Q) Write about the positive effects the JCPOA brought to Iran ?  

 

CHINA’S ‘BELT AND ROAD’ PLAN IN PAKISTAN  TAKES A MILITARY TURN  

About the News –  

Pakistan is building Chinese military jets, weaponry and other hardware as part of a secret plan 

according to a report in the New York Times .  China’s massive Belt and Road Initiative infrastructure 

program has long been viewed as a platform to project Chinese power across the globe, despite official 

assertions that it is for peaceful purposes . 

The New York Times report titled “China’s ‘Belt and Road’ Plan in Pakistan Takes a Military Turn” said 

that under the programme Pakistan is cooperating on defence-related projects, including a secret plan 

to build new fighter jets. China has always said that its Belt and Road Project is for peaceful purposes .  

Analysis –  

The development comes  just weeks after President Donald Trump announced suspension of billions 

of dollars of security aid to Islamabad, the Pakistani Air Force and Chinese officials were putting the 

final touches on a secret proposal to expand Pakistan’s building of Chinese military jets, weaponry and 

other hardware. Pakistan has thus showed that it has another alternative for aid even if US suspends 

them .  

The confidential plan, reviewed by The New York Times, would also deepen the cooperation between 

China and Pakistan in space, a frontier the Pentagon recently said Beijing was trying to militarise after 

decades of playing catch-up. 

Pakistan has been the leading example of how the Chinese projects are being used to give Beijing 

favour and leverage among its clients. By tying the  Belt and Road proposal to its military ambitions — 

China is  confirming the concerns of a host of nations who suspect the infrastructure initiative is really 

about helping China project armed might. 

Projects of China that have strategic implication -  

Since the beginning of the Belt and Road Initiative in 2013, Pakistan has been the program’s flagship 

site, with some USD 62 billion in projects planned in the so-called China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

In the process, China has lent more and more money to Pakistan at a time of economic desperation 

there, binding the two countries ever closer.  

Some of China’s biggest projects in Pakistan had clear strategic implications. It cited the example of 

the Chinese-built seaport  at Gwadar  and special economic zone in the Pakistani town of Gwadar, 

which is rooted in trade, giving China a quicker route to get goods to the Arabian Sea.  Gwadar, which 

is supposed to become the largest shipping port of South Asia by 2022, is a hub of the 'China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor' that is under China's world-wide network of trade routes. Linking the port to 

western China would be a new 2000 mile network of highways and railways through the Balochistan 

province a resource rich region plagued by militancy .  
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These projects gives Beijing a strategic card to play against India and the United States if tensions 

worsen to the point of naval blockades as the two powers increasingly confront each other at sea .  

Further, the report said that a less scrutinised component of the BRI is the central role Pakistan plays 

in China’s Beidou satellite navigation system, in which Pakistan is the only other country that has been 

granted access to the system’s military service, allowing more precise guidance for missiles, ships and 

aircraft. 

In recent years, Chinese state-owned companies have built or begun constructing seaports at strategic 

spots around the Indian Ocean, including places in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Malaysia , Djibouti . 

Beijing, last year, formally launched its first overseas military base in Djibouti. Sri Lanka's Hambantota 

port, which is under control of China Merchants Port Holdings, and a deep-sea port in Pakistan's 

Gwadar region are widely speculated to be potential bases for China's navy. 

Global implications :  

Increased China-Pakistan military ties are likely to worry India, which has long been wary of Beijing's 

network of defense and commercial facilities in countries along the Indian Ocean. This could be the 

next step in the growing China-India rivalry .  

Military analyst predict that China could use Gwadar to expand the  naval footprint of its attack 

submarines , as it has agreed in 2015 to sell 8 submarines to Pakistan in a deal worth up to $6 billion . 

China could use the equipment it sells to Pakistan to refuel its submarines therefore extending its 

Navy’s global reach .  

There  is a proposal that an SEZ would be created in Pakistan to produce new generation of fighter jets 

. For the first time , navigation systems . radar systems , and on board weapons would be jointly built 

by both the countries at the factories in Pakistan . This would expand Pakistan and China co-operation 

on the JF-17 fighter jet . The Chinese designed jets have given Pakistan an alternative to the US built F-

16 fighters .  

Level 1 Q) Why does India not support the CPEC project of China , analyse ? What are the 

features of the One Belt One  Road project of China ?  

Level 2 Q) Q) There are military ambitions behind the BRI initiative of China , analyse ?  

Prelims – MAP China and Pakistan ,about the OBOR .  

 

 

 

CHINA TAKING STEPS TO PAY IN “  YUAN  “  FOR ITS OIL PURCHASES RATHER THAN THE 

DOLLAR –  

 

China is taking the first steps towards paying for imported crude oil in Yuan instead of the U.S. dollar . 

A key development in Beijing's efforts to establish its currency internationally. 
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Oil is the world's most traded commodity, with an annual trade value of around $14 trillion, Shifting 

just part of global oil trade into the yuan is potentially huge. Being the biggest buyer of oil, it's only 

natural for China to push for the usage of yuan for payment settlement. This will also improve the 

yuan liquidity in the global market . China is the world's second-largest oil consumer and in 2017 

overtook the United States as the biggest importer of crude oil. Its demand is a key determinant of 

global oil prices. 

Under the plan being discussed, Beijing could possibly start with purchases from Russia and Angola . 

Both Russia and Angola, like China, are keen to break the dollar's global dominance. They are also two 

of the top suppliers of crude oil to China, along with Saudi Arabia. 

The move would mark a major step in reviving usage of the currency of the world's second-largest 

economy for offshore payments after several years . If successful, it could also trigger shifting other 

product payments to the yuan, including metals and mining raw materials. 

Advantages :  

China’s plan to use yuan to pay for oil comes amid a more than year-long gradual strengthening of the 

currency .  

 This step has  the potential of giving China more power over global oil prices .  

 This will also  help the Chinese government in its efforts to internationalize renminbi 

(yuan) .  

WHAT IS CURRENCY INTERNATIONALISATION  ( HERE YUAN INTERNATIONALISATION) 

? 

Currency internationalization is the widespread use of a currency outside the borders of its country of 

issue. The level of currency internationalization for a currency is determined by the demand other 

countries have for that currency. Such currencies will also tend to be held as reserve currencies. 

Benefits of Currency Internationalization:  There are a number of benefits to a country whose 

currency is internationalized. 

 It provides more certainty to residents, who can denominate foreign transactions in their 

home currency.  

 They can also borrow in foreign markets without incurring exchange rate risk, potentially 

enabling them to find cheaper funding.  

 In general, the demand for the currency should dampen interest rates and thus help lower 

the domestic cost of capital.  

Level 1 Q) What is Currency Intrenationalisation ? Why is it news ?  

Level 2 Q) What are the advantages if China starts to purchase its oil imports in its local 

currency ?  
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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVT MEET @ LONDON (CHOGM) THEME  -           “ 

TOWARDS A  COMMON FUTURE “  

The Commonwealth is one of the world's oldest political association of states, with its roots in 

the British Empire when some countries were ruled directly or indirectly by Britain. 

Independent countries from Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and the Pacific have joined The 

Commonwealth over the years, with the last two members to join - Rwanda and Mozambique - 

having no historical ties to the Empire.  

The Commonwealth is a diverse community of 53 nations that work together to promote 

prosperity, democracy and peace. 
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The closed-door meetings comprise the informal segment of CHOGM, where the leaders meet without 

any pre-set agenda and without the presence of their close aides. 

At the retreat - unique to the Commonwealth - heads meet privately to discuss collaboration on global 

and Commonwealth priorities. They will also consider reform and renewal of the Commonwealth. 

The issue of succession was decided  at the retreat at the grand Waterloo Chamber of the Castle, one 

of the homes of Queen Elizabeth II - the Head of the Commonwealth.. India has  welcomed  to Prince 

Charles as the next Head because he has worked hard for the institution. 

The summit started with forums on the theme of business, women, youth and civil society.  

Highlights :  

A. The Commonwealth countries have unanimously agreed to take action on cybersecurity by 

2020. 

B. In a landmark declaration at the end of Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting 

(CHOGM) in London, the leaders of 53 countries agreed to work closely to evaluate and 

strengthen their cybersecurity frameworks and response mechanisms. The declaration   

has been termed as the world's largest and most geographically diverse inter-governmental 

commitment on cybersecurity cooperation. 

C. The UK government pledged  up to 15 million pounds to help the Commonwealth nations 

strengthen their cybersecurity capabilities. It also aims to tackle criminal groups and 

hostile state actors who pose a global threat to security. 

D. They also agreed on a bold, coordinated push to protect oceans from the effects of climate 

change, pollution and over-fishing. 

E. The leaders also expressed their strong support for the multilateral trading system ( 

this is important as a wave of protectionism is sweeping the world  , Global growth is 

fragile.)   and adopted a six-point connectivity agenda to boost trade and investment links 

across the Commonwealth.  

This is important for India , as India is now focusing on export led growth , with policies 

aiming at improved exports .  

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is participating in the CBF ( Commenwealth Business 

Forum ) with what it describes as a momentous delegation of nearly 40 business leaders across 

different sectors of the country, led by CII President Rakesh Bharti Mittal, Vice-Chairman of Bharti 

Enterprises. The Indian business leaders aim to highlight opportunities for intra-Commonwealth 

collaboration across technology, skills, agriculture and infrastructure 

India re-engaging with the Commonwealth at the highest level with Prime Minister Modi's 

participation at CHOGM  is a marked strategic shift for India. 

Tripartite or bilateral cooperation for collaboration in third countries is also of significant interest, 

with new models of collaboration between India and the UK, focusing on joint projects and 

investments in African countries. 

The UK, which is the Chair-in-Office of the Commonwealth for two years, also unveiled a range of new 

initiatives and networks to mark the launch of CHOGM. 
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Theresa May announced that the UK will be funding a new Commonwealth Standards Network, 

which will support developing countries in particular to better meet existing international standards. 

The UK will also fund a new Trade Facilitation Programme, supporting and providing technical 

assistance to selected Commonwealth countries in implementing the World Trade Organisation's 

Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

Conclusion :  The meeting is being held at a time when the global trade is in a fragile state and 

the countries like India are aiming to improve their positions and their growth trajectories , 

while the global trade is  feeble . Such a forum gives India and the countries involved  to 

commit to a free trade regime and to capture the oppurtunities to involve the regions 

untouched to improve trade and commerce . UK which has recently exited the EU also looked 

positively to the CHOGM meet as it  took the meeting as a chance to improve the trade relations 

with the member countries .  

Level 2 Q) What are the outcomes of the recent CHOGM meet in London ,  What  can India gain 

from it ?  

THE  SUMMIT BETWEEN BOTH THE KOREA’S    :  

 

 

This is the 1st Inter Korean Summit in more than a decade . Kim Jong Un became the first NK leader to 

set his foot  in SK . The   Korea’s announced they would work with the USA and  China this year to 

declare an official end to the Korean War of 1950s and seek an agreement on Permanent and  Solid 

Peace .  

The meeting comes weeks before Kim of NK  is due to meet USA president Trump . This would be the 

first meeting between the sitting leaders of the 2 countries . After a furious year of nuclear launches 

and Nuclear Testing , a historic summit is going to take place between NK and the USA .  

The U.S stations 28,500 troops in South Korea as a legacy of the  Korean War which ended in a truce 

not a peace treaty .The War pitted the South , UN , U S forces against the communist North backed by 

China  and Russia . 
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This is not the first time that leaders of NK and SK have declared hopes for peace . Two Earlier 

summits in Pyongyang in 2000 and 2007 failed to halt the North’s weapons programmes or improve 

relations in a lasting way . 

 

Highlights :  

 The peace talks were held in Panmunjom village along the demilitarised zone. 

 This is the first summit in more than a decade between the two Koreas. The Korean 

Peninsula technically remains in a state of war because the 1950-53 Korean War was halted 

with an armistice, not a peace treaty. 

 Kim and Moon had pledged to work for “complete denuclearisation” of the Korean 

peninsula and agreed on a common goal of a “nuclear-free” peninsula.  

 Vowed to Shut down nuclear sites and Open them to international Inspection ; North 

Korean leader Kim Jong Un has vowed to shut down the country’s nuclear test site in May 

and open the process to experts and journalists from South Korea and the United States .  

 Optimistic to meet Trump : Kim  the North Korean leader expressed optimism about his 

anticipated meeting with Donald Trump, saying the U.S. president will learn he’s “not a 

person” to fire missiles toward the United States .  

 Wants US to remove Troops : North Korea said it  was willing to give up its nuclear 

weapons if the US commits to a formal end to the Korean War and a pledge not to attack the 

North . The North has long vowed to pursue nuclear development unless Washington 

removes its 28,500 troops from South Korea and the nuclear umbrella defending South 

Korea and Japan. 

 Skeptic that North would close only the northern tunnel : North Korea this month 

announced it has suspended all tests of nuclear devices and intercontinental ballistic 
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missiles and plans to close its nuclear testing ground. Kim reacted to skepticism that the 

North would only be closing down the northernmost test tunnel at the site in Punggye-ri, 

which some analysts say became too unstable to conduct further underground detonations 

following the country’s sixth and most powerful nuclear test in September. 

 NK revealed plans to re-adjust its current time zone to match the South’s. The Koreas 

used the same time zone for decades before the North in 2015 created its own “Pyongyang 

Time” by setting the clock 30 minutes behind South Korea and Japan. They have decided to 

follow the same time zone . North’s decision to return to the Seoul time zone was aimed at 

facilitating communication with South Korea and also the United States 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has pledged beginning of a "new history" in relations with his 

neighbour as he became the first leader to set foot in South Korea since the end of the Korean 

War in 1953. South Korean leader Moon Jae-in and Mr Kim shook hands at the border. Mr Kim said, it 

was the "starting point" for peace, after crossing the military line that divides the peninsula. It comes 

just months after warlike rhetoric from North Korea that had tested nuclear missiles that was aimed 

at USA . 

 The meeting - the first between Korean leaders in more than a decade - is seen as a step towards 

possible peace on the peninsula and marks the first summit of its kind for Mr Kim. 

India ‘s views :  

India has welcomed the historic summit between North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and South Korean 

President Moon Jae-in, saying it supports efforts to bring lasting peace in the Korean Peninsula and 

also ease tensions in the region bringing peace in the region . 

India hoped that all efforts to find resolution of the Korean Peninsula issue will also include 

addressing concerns about the proliferation linkages of North Korea’s nuclear and missile 

programme. 

The two Koreas signed a joint statement following a historic summit aimed at improving ties between 

the two countries. After the summit, Kim became the first North Korean leader to step into South 

Korea since the end of the Korean War in 1953. 

What is the inter-Korean summit? 

The leaders of North and South Korea, Kim Jong-un and Moon Jae-in, met in the demilitarised zone 

between the two countries to discuss the ‘denuclearisation’ of the Korean peninsula and the official 

end to the Korean War (1950-53) which has technically still not concluded. 

How did the summit come about? 

North Korea had conducted a number of nuclear and ballistic missile tests under Mr. Kim’s rule, 

including in 2017, defying United Nations Security Council Resolutions. Consequently, tensions ran 

high between stakeholders in the region as Mr. Kim and U.S. President Donald Trump exchanged 

threats of war. Mr. Moon, who took over as President of South Korea last May, has been a proponent of 

engagement between the Koreas, a cause he has pushed. In his 2018 New Year’s Day speech, Mr. Kim 

said he would send a North Korean delegation to the Winter Olympics in South Korea in February. 
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Since then, there have been several high-level diplomatic meetings leading to the setting up of the 

summit. 

How is the U.S. involved in peace talks? 

The U.S. is a major stakeholder in the region where two of its key allies, South Korea and Japan, are 

located. The U.S has over 28,000 troops in South Korea and the country’s involvement in peace talks is 

to be expected. As the thaw occurred, Mr. Kim conveyed his willingness to talk with Mr. Trump via the 

South Koreans. The two leaders will meet at the end of May or in early June. U.S. Secretary of State 

nominee, Mike Pompeo, made a secret visit to Pyongyang to meet with Mr. Kim around April 1, 

possibly to prepare for the Trump-Kim summit. The outcome of the U.S.-North Korea meeting is 

particularly difficult to predict because both Mr. Kim and Mr. Trump are unpredictable and prone to 

dramatic gestures . Mr. Trump, whilst praising Mr. Kim, has said that sanctions will remain in place 

until a deal is reached. 

What about China? 

China is the largest trading partner of both North and South Korea. Some 90% of North Korea’s trade 

passes through China. Mr. Kim has had a cooler approach to China relative to his father or grandfather, 

both of whom ran North Korea before him. As China participated in UN sanctions against North Korea, 

the relationship between the two countries was further strained. Mr. Kim made a sudden visit to 

Beijing last month — his first foreign trip as North Korea’s leader, and Chinese President Xi Jinping is 

due to visit Pyongyang later this year. His manoeuvres could be a clever strategy to engage with all 

stakeholders, some of whom, like the U.S. and China, have competing interests in the region. Reaching 

out to China before talks with the U.S. could also provide some backing to North Korea. It is likely 

though that Mr. Kim will want to reduce North Korea’s dependence on China over the longer term. 

China, on the other hand, is unlikely to be satisfied for long with the side role that it seems to be 

playing at the moment in the peace process. 

Level 1 Q) What are the highlights of the Inter Korea Summit  ?  

Level 2 Q) With the Positive Dynamics that are taking place in  the geo – politics  in Asia of 

Recent , such as the Inter Korean Summit , the Informal meet between India and China and the 

Meeting between China and Japan , Do you think these events are in  the process that will Make  

the 21st Century the  Asian Century ?  

Level 3 Q) Write  a brief account of the Korean ,   how did the war end ?  

 

VISIT OF JAPANESE PM  TO CHINA –   

China and Japan agreed   to co-operate in developing cities and other infrastructure in Asia, part of a 

rapprochement during the first formal visit by a Japanese leader to China in seven years. China  and 

Japan are celebrating the  40th anniversary of the Treaty  of Peace and Friendship 1978  which 

followed the normalization of diplomatic ties in 1972.  

The picture of Japan-China relations is now radically different from what it was 40 years ago. The 

policy of economic reforms and liberalization launched by Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping at that time 

introduced foreign capital to China’s economy, driving its export-led growth as well as its subsequent 
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development as a giant consumer market with the world’s largest population. Its breakneck growth 

catapulted China’s economy to the world’s No. 2 spot, surpassing Japan in terms of gross domestic 

product in 2010. On the strength of its robust growth, China in recent years has embarked on 

attempts to boost its international economic and political influence by leading the establishment of 

the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the “One Belt, One Road” initiative of cross-continental 

infrastructure investments. 

Ties have warmed recently between Asia’s two largest economies, impelled in part, analysts say, by 

China’s need for friends in the region while it battles President Trump over trade issues. Japan also is 

looking for better relations because China is its biggest export market and a source of tourists. 

Business relations between the two countries have had their ups and downs — Japanese exports to 

and investments in China fell sharply following the Tiananmen Square incident in 1989, and anti-

Japanese demonstrations and riots that took place when bilateral political relations were disrupted by 

the Senkaku Islands issue, and other disputes negatively impacted the activities of Japanese 

companies in China. Still, China today is Japan’s largest trading partner. 

Relations between Beijing and Tokyo chilled in 2012 over a territorial dispute involving islands in the 

East China Sea, which Japan controls and China claims. While the dispute remains unresolved, both 

countries have sought to avoid inflammatory statements .  

Concern remains deep in Japan that China, with its rapid military buildup and aggressive maritime 

postures, is seeking to build hegemony in Asia, while Beijing is apprehensive that Japan is teaming up 

with the U.S. to contain China’s rise. 

The Trump administration's economic nationalism and trade protectionism are a leading driver to 

improved ties between Beijing and Tokyo .  

The two governments are expected to agree on economic cooperation such as joint infrastructure 

development in third countries as well as confidence-building measures, including exchanges between 

their defense officials. 

The Visit of the Japanese PM Abe to China will not affect India – 

India welcomes the improvement in ties between China and Japan, because an Indo-Pacific that is 

inclusive and brings every country on board is something Prime Minister Modi has spoken of in his 

Indo-Pacific Vision statement .  

 

CPC  CLEARS THE DECKS FOR A 3RD  TERM FOR XI -   
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A constitutional amendment to scrap the two-term rule for President Xi Jinping and allow him to 

become the leader for life was tabled today in Chinas national legislature by the ruling Communist 

Party of China ( CPC) , which  claimed  an overwhelming support from the cadres and public for the 

controversial move.  

Since the era of the party founder Mao Zedong, whose rule was marked the horrific Cultural 

Revolution (1966-76) in which millions reported to have been killed, the party followed the two term 

for the top posts to ensure collective leadership and to prevent emergence of dictatorial setup in the 

one-party state. 

The NPC( National People’s Congress ) , often regarded as the rubber stamp parliament for its routine 

adoption of bills moved by the CPC, is expected to ratify the amendments later this week without any 

problem. 

These constitutional amendments will the first in 14 years for the Chinese constitution. The current 

Constitution was formulated in 1982 and was last amended in 2004. 

The Presidents post is largely ceremonial while the real power rests General Secretary of the CPC and 

Chairman of the Military Commission, (CMC) the overall high-command of the military . But the 

President is the only one with a formal limit of two terms ? introduced by late paramount leader Deng 

Xiaoping in 1982 to prevent another lifelong dictatorship after Mao Zedongs tumultuous rule. 

The Government of the People's Republic of China is divided among several bodies: 

1. the legislative branch, the National People's Congress. 

2. the executive branch, the State Council and Premier of China (head of government) 

3. the judicial branch, the Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate 

4. the military branch, People's Liberation Army (PLA) via the Central Military Commission 

National People’s Congress ( NPC ) the National Legislature : The National People's Congress 

(usually abbreviated NPC) is the national legislature of the People's Republic of China. With 2,924 

members in 2017, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. Under China's current 

Constitution, the NPC is structured as a unicameral legislature, with the power to legislate, the 

power to oversee the operations of the government, and the power to elect the major officers of state. 
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The NPC and the National Committee of the People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), a 

consultative body whose members represent various social groups, are the main deliberative bodies 

of China, and are often referred to as the Lianghui (Two Assemblies). 

Term : The NPC is elected for a term of five years. It holds annual sessions every spring, usually 

lasting from 10 to 14 days, in the Great Hall of the People on the west side of Tiananmen Square in 

Beijing. 

 

 

KABUL PROCESS II  - KABUL ( AFGHANISTAN )  

The second meeting of ‘Kabul Process’ is being held   with the participation of the representatives of 

25 countries and three international organisations, the EU, UN and Nato, which is intended to discuss 

security and political issues in the country. The  first ‘Kabul Process’ meeting was  held on June 2017 . 

The meeting is expected to discuss the Afghanistan’s peace plan and the US-Afghan counter-terrorism 

efforts in the war-torn country. 

The Kabul Process comes on the heels of the Afghan Taliban calling for direct talks with the US to find 

a "peaceful solution" to the conflict in Afghanistan. 

Earlier, last year 23 countries and several international organisations attended the first meeting with 

hopes that the Afghan Taliban would put a halt to terrorist activities and enter into peace talks. 
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Olive branch towards the Taliban by Ashraf Ghani :  Kabul extended an olive branch to the Taliban, 

offering amnesty for war crime convictions and recognition of the insurgent group as a political party 

in a bid to end the nation's conflict, now in its 17th year. .It was Afghanistan's most significant peace 

overture to the large, fractious militant organization that currently controls more territory than at any 

time since the 2001 U.S.-led military invasion . The Taliban surprised many observers two weeks ago 

when it wrote in an open letter that it wanted "a peaceful resolution" to the conflict. Ghani called for a 

cease-fire and prisoner release and offered insurgents who renounce violence and recognize the 

Afghan government a place in the country's political institutions. 
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More than 16 years ago U.S.-led forces toppled the fundamentalist Taliban regime that ruled most of 

the country, in response to 9/11 and the Taliban’s sheltering of al-Qaeda.U.S. and NATO combat 

missions continued until 2014 and troops were drawn down, but the violence has not abated and the 

Taliban controls or contests large swathes of the country. 

The terms of the offer resembled those of a deal Ghani struck two years ago with a once-powerful 

insurgent group led by Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, whose forces were accused of causing thousands of 

civilian deaths during the 1990s but who now appears alongside Ghani at official ceremonies. 

Taliban now leaderless :The Taliban has lacked a strong leader since 2015, when the group 

announced the long rumored death of its longtime head, Mullah Mohammed Omar. The following year, 

Omar's successor, Mullah Akthar Mohammad Mansour, was killed in a U.S. drone strike along the 

Afghan-Pakistani border. 

The conference comes after a series of deadly terrorist attacks that have ravaged the country in recent 

weeks, killing over 150 people, especially in the the capital, Kabul. The govt made it clear that talks 

cannot be held by groups who spread terror .  

Peace only through dialogue and not through military action : Ghani's peace overture reflects an 

understanding — shared not only by the U.S. and its allies but also the Taliban — that the Afghan war 

will not be settled militarily and that the growing cost in Afghan lives is unsustainable. The Taliban 

followed up its open letter with a proposal to begin direct talks with the United States, another 

apparent change in stance by a group that has said it would not negotiate as long as foreign troops 

were in Afghanistan. The US has instead  said  “Any peace talks with Afghanistan have to be Afghan-

led and Afghan-owned." 

Trump has increased the U.S. military presence in Afghanistan to 15,000 troops from 11,000 at the 

urging of Pentagon officials, who argue the boost will force the insurgents to come to the negotiating 

table. 

The president has also raised pressure on Pakistan — the neighbor accused by Afghanistan of 

sheltering and supporting the Taliban — by withholding hundreds of millions of dollars in U.S. 

security assistance. 

Pakistan needs to prove itself – as a nation against terror: Kabul, in recent times, has accused 

Islamabad of supporting cross-border terrorism and harbouring the Taliban . Kabul, in recent times, 

has accused Islamabad of supporting cross-border terrorism and harbouring the Taliban. Under 

global scrutiny for the FATF grey list, this reconciliation process is a chance for Pakistan to salvage its 

credibility as a nation working against terrorism outfits. 

At the conference Ghani asked the Taliban to recognise the Afghan Govt and Constitution , but 

the Taliban denied – terming the offer as they  ‘ surrender ‘  which they would not .  

Declaration on on peace and reconciliation; and security cooperation and counter-terrorism.  : 

In a four page declaration the international community reiterated its support to the Afghan 

government in achieving peace through dialogue. This Declaration is adopted on 28 February 2018 in 

Kabul, Afghanistan by Australia, Azerbaijan, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Korea, Norway, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sweden (Nordic 

Plus), Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan, United Arab Emirates, United 

States, EU, NATO and UN. 
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Q) Who are the Taliban , Write about the Kabul Peace Process ? 

 

 

 FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE ( FATF )  

History of the FATF : In response to mounting concern over money laundering, the Financial Action 

Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF) was established by the G-7 Summit that was held in Paris in 

1989.  Recognising the threat posed to the banking system and to financial institutions, the G-7 Heads 

of State or Government and President of the European Commission convened the Task Force from the 

G-7 member States, the European Commission and eight other countries. 

About the body :  

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 by the 

Ministers of its Member jurisdictions.  The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote 

effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money 

laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial 

system.  The FATF is therefore a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political 

will to bring about national legislative and regulatory reforms in these areas. 

The FATF has developed a series of Recommendations that are recognised as the international 

standard for combating of money laundering and the financing of terrorism and proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction.  They form the basis for a co-ordinated response to these threats to the 

integrity of the financial system and help ensure a level playing field.  First issued in 1990, the FATF 

Recommendations were revised in 1996, 2001, 2003 and most recently in 2012 to ensure that they 

remain up to date and relevant, and they are intended to be of universal application. 

The FATF monitors the progress of its members in implementing necessary measures, reviews money 

laundering and terrorist financing techniques and counter-measures, and promotes the adoption and 

implementation of appropriate measures globally.  In collaboration with other international 

stakeholders, the FATF works to identify national-level vulnerabilities with the aim of protecting the 

international financial system from misuse. 

The FATF's decision making body, the FATF Plenary, meets three times per year.   

FATF member :  

The FATF currently comprises 35 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, 

representing most major financial centres in all parts of the globe. 

Argentina Australia  Austria Belgium Brazil Canada China Denmark European Commission 

Finland France Germany Greece Gulf Co-operation Council Hong Kong, China Iceland India 

Ireland Italy  Japan Republic of Korea   Luxembourg Malaysia Mexico Netherlands, Kingdom of 

New Zealand Norway Portugal  Russian Federation Singapore South Africa Spain Sweden 

Switzerland Turkey, United Kingdom United States 

  FATF Observers      : Israel Saudi Arabia 
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Q) write about FATF, what is its mandate ? 

 

 WORLD SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT-2018  INDIA HABITAT CENTRE NEW 

DELHI   

 

 

About World Sustainable Development Forum : 

(TERI's) annual event since 2001 , the Delhi Sustainable Development Summit (DSDS), has 

been rebranded to World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS). 

The event of TERI brought together various heads of state and government, thought leaders, 

policy-makers and the crème de la crème of industry and academia to deliberate on myriad 

issues .  

WSDS is the flagship forum of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and seeks to bring together 

on a common platform, global leaders and thinkers in the fields of sustainable development, energy 

and environment sectors.The theme of the Summit this year is ‘Partnerships for a Resilient Planet’, 

WSDS 2018 – 

The summit seeks to create action frameworks to resolve some of the most urgent challenges 

facing developing economies in the backdrop of climate change.The Summit will address a wide 

variety of issues, including combating land degradation, effective waste management mechanisms 

to make cities free of landfills free, combat air pollution effectively, measures to increase resource 

and energy efficiency, facilitate transition to clean energy and create financial mechanisms to 

enable effective climate change mitigation. The ‘Greenovation Exhibition’ at WSDS 2018 will 

showcase the latest technological advancements to meet Sustainable Development Goals. 

Importance : Post the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals and the signing of the Paris 

Agreement, the WSDS aims to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of the global community 

by assembling the various stakeholders on a single platform. 

Q)Write about the World Sustainable Development  summit ?  

 NEW DEVELOPMENT  BANK  ( NDB ) PRESIDENT K V KAMATH  

History :  

At the fourth BRICS Summit in New Delhi (2012), the leaders of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa considered the possibility of setting up a new Development Bank to mobilize resources for 
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infrastructure and sustainable development projects in BRICS and other emerging economies, as well 

as in developing countries. They directed Finance Ministers to examine the feasibility and viability of 

this initiative, to set up a joint working group for further study, and to report back by the next Summit 

in 2013. 

Following the report from the Finance Ministers at the fifth BRICS summit in Durban (2013), the 

leaders agreed on the feasibility of establishing the New Development Bank and made the decision to 

do so. It was also agreed that the initial contribution to the Bank should be substantial and sufficient 

for it to be effective in financing infrastructure. 

During the sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza  , Brazil (2014), the leaders signed the Agreement 

establishing the New Development Bank (NDB). The NDB was officially launched on 7 July 2015 on 

the eve of the BRICS Summit in Ufa, Russia. 

In the Fortaleza Declaration, the leaders stressed that the NDB will strengthen cooperation 

among BRICS and will supplement the efforts of multilateral and regional financial institutions 

for global development, thus contributing to collective commitments for achieving the goal of 

strong, sustainable and balanced growth. 

The NDB is a multilateral development bank established by Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa with the objective of financing infrastructure and sustainable development projects in BRICS 

and other emerging economies and developing countries, complementing the efforts of multilateral 

and regional financial institutions toward global growth and development. Headquater at Shanghai 

China .  

The main objectives of NDB operations are: 

1. Fostering development of member countries 

2. Supporting economic growth 

3. Promoting competitiveness and facilitating job creation 

4. Building a knowledge sharing platform among developing countries 

To fulfill its purpose, the Bank will support public or private projects through loans, guarantees, 

equity participation and other financial instruments. 

 

The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 bln divided into 1 mln shares having a par value of 

$100,000 each. 
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 GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL ( GCC )  

 

 

 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), political and economic alliance of six Middle Eastern countries—

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Oman. The GCC was 

established in Riyadh, Saudia Arabia, in May 1981. The purpose of the GCC is to achieve unity among 

its members based on their common objectives and their similar political and cultural identities, 

which are rooted in Islamic beliefs. Presidency of the council rotates annually. 

Due to their geographic proximity, similar political systems and common sociocultural stances, the 

immediate goal was for these countries to protect themselves from threats after the Iran-Iraq War. 

Structure :  

The GCC comprises six main branches that carry out various tasks, from the preparation of meetings 

to the implementation of policies. 

1. The Supreme Council is the top decision-making group that meets once a year and is made 

up of the GCC heads of state. For important matters, decisions taken must be unanimous. 

2. The Ministerial Council is formed of foreign ministers or other ministers, who meet every 

three months to propose policies and execute decisions. 

3. The Secretariat-General is an administrative body that organises meetings and observes the 

enactment of policies. 

4. The Consultative Commission advises the Supreme Council and is composed of five 

representatives from each member state. 

5. The Commission for the Settlement of Disputes is formed to look for diplomatic solutions to 

problems among member states. 

6. The Secretary-General is appointed by the Supreme Council for three years. The term can 

be renewed only once. 

Economy: 

Together, the GCC countries possess almost half of the world's oil reserves. However, a swift depletion 

of oil and gas reserves, coupled with population increases in many GCC countries in the last decade, 

has resulted in attempts to expand beyond the energy sector into other fields, such as tourism, 

construction and finance. 
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NO CHANGE IN H1B RULES : SAYS US  

 

Speculative reporting in the last few days has caused panic among the Indian Americans , on reports 

that the US govt is planning to discontinue the extension of H1B visas beyond 6 yrs when 

beneficiaries apply for Green Card ( Permanent Residency ) 

The AC-21 or the American Competitiveness in the Twenty First Century Act , is a law passed by 

the Congress in 2000 governing extension of the H1B visas . There were reports that the Us is 

planning to amend this AC_21 which will lead to many of them having to return back . 

 

The H-1B programme offers temporary US visas that allow companies to hire highly skilled foreign 

professionals working in areas with shortages of qualified American workers. Since taking office last 

January, the Trump administration has been talking about cracking down on the H- 1B visa scheme. 

During his election campaign, President Trump promised to increase oversight of our H-1B and L-1 

visa programmes to prevent its abuse. 

 

 

Level 1 Q) Write about the H1B visa , Why was it in news ? 

Level 2 Q) the Recent Policies of the US are hurting the Indian Economy , Analyse ?  
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BILATERAL VISIT SETS TO DEEPEN TIES BETWEEN JAPAN AND CHINA  

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Japan and China’s Treaty of Peace and Friendship. As part of 

a corresponding thaw( means in relations between Beijing and Tokyo, Japanese Foreign Minister 

Taro Kono paid his first visit to China , both nations agreed to hold a new round the once-annual 

China-Japan-South Korea leaders’ meeting “as soon as possible” and “foster the proper environment 

for the trilateral summit. 

 

Japan has agreed to participate in infrastructure development in the China’s Belt and Road Initiative , 
this is in line with the recent change in Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s policy toward China. 

 

Since last year both Japan and China have repeatedly conveyed an interest in mending bilateral 

relations. 

Particularly, Abe has publicly invited Chinese President Xi Jinping to visit Japan . 

Abe also expressed willingness to “work with China to meet the growing infrastructure demand in 
Asia” and boost exchanges between peoples at all levels, including business, culture, tourism, and 
sports. 

Mr. Abe reiterated Japan’s readiness to push ahead with his “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy,” 

which pursues stability and prosperity on the basis of an international rules-based order in the 

region.The Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy policy was “originally” seen as aimed at addressing 

China’s maritime assertiveness, signalling a shift in stance , in Japanese perception, the Indo-Pacific 

doctrine was not focused on China’s so-called “containment”. Instead it was an expression of anxiety 

regarding the uninterrupted flow of trade along important regional sea lanes. 

 

 

 OPERATION OLIVE BRANCH  

( Turkey aims to establish a 30 km safe zone pushing the YGP out of Afrin’s western border to Manbij) 

What Is the news about ? 

Turkey has launched an air and ground campaign into Afrin, a Kurdish-controlled enclave in 

northwestern Syria. Codenamed "Operation Olive Branch," it's the latest chapter in a decades-long 

conflict between Turkey and Kurdish militants. 

What is Operation Olive Branch about ? 

Turkey wants to create a 30-kilometer (20-mile) deep "secure zone" in Afrin ( Syria ) . President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said the military operation is essential for Turkey's security and 

Syria's territorial integrity. 
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The Turkish operation aims to oust from Afrin a militia made up of an estimated 8,000 to 10,000 

fighters affiliated with the People's Protection Units or YPG, a Syrian Kurdish group that has 

controlled territory in northern Syria and proven effective in fighting the Islamic State group. 

Turkey considers the YPG to be a terrorist organization and an extension of the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers' Party or PKK, which has fought for Kurdish autonomy in Turkey. 

The PKK has waged an insurgency in Turkey since 1984 that has claimed some 40,000 lives. A peace 

process collapsed in 2015 and the conflict resumed, with devastating street battles and major bomb 

attacks in cities. The YPG and its political counterpart, the Democratic Union Party, or PYD, say they 

want regional autonomy within a federalized Syria. 

US provides logistics support to Kurdish Militants tto fight the ISIS: 

While Turkey's Western allies, including the U.S., consider the PKK a terrorist group, Washington 

has offered direct military and logistical support for Syrian Kurdish militants, known as the Syrian 

Democratic Forces, to fight IS in Syria. This has infuriated Ankara and strained its relations with 

Washington even though the two are NATO allies. 

This has incensed Turkish leaders who claim that U.S. arms provided to the Syrian Kurds are and 
will be used against Turkey. 

What is at stake ?  --Conflict can spread to other regions thus undermining peace 

The Afrin district houses an estimated 800,000 civilians, including displaced people from earlier 
years of the Syrian war. Airstrikes could lead to another humanitarian crisis.If Turkey's campaign 
proves successful, it could continue on to Manbij, where U.S.-backed Kurdish militants are in control 
since pushing IS out. Turkey has long accused the U.S. of going back on a promise that the militants 
would withdraw from the town. 

The operation risks destabilizing a relatively peaceful area in Syria where civilians have found 
refuge and could further complicate the seven-year civil war. 

 

Level 1 Q)What is Operation Olive Branch , after the capture of the areas under the ISIS , 
this seems to be another conflict that could spreads to other areas and disturb peace in the 
already tense Arab region  ,  comment ? 

 

YEMEN’S HOUTHIS AND THE PEACE TALKS IN  SWEDEN  

About the news –  

The UN Sponsored Peace talks are being held for the first time since 2016 .The Peace talks comes as 

Western nations press for an end to the war and the United Nations warned of a looming economic 

disaster. 

Yemen, one of the Arab world's poorest countries, has been devastated by a civil war .  

Peace talks aimed at ending nearly four years of civil war in Yemen . The war has caused the world's 

worst humanitarian crisis in recent times. The key aim of this round is to prevent an all-out battle for 

the rebel-held Red Sea port of Hudaydah where thousands of civilians are trapped and also for a 

political solution .  
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Explanation of the Yemeni Civil War –  

The conflict has its roots in the failure of a political transition following an Arab Spring uprising that 

forced its longtime authoritarian president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, to hand over power to his deputy, 

Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi, in 2011. 

As president, Mr Hadi struggled to deal with a variety of problems, including attacks by jihadists, a 

separatist movement in the south, the continuing loyalty of security personnel to Saleh, as well as 

corruption, unemployment and food insecurity. 

The Houthi movement, which champions Yemen's Zaidi Shia Muslim minority fought a series of 

rebellions against Saleh during the previous decade. It took advantage of the new president's 

weakness by taking control of their northern heartland of Saada province and neighbouring areas of 

Sanaa . 

The Houthis and security forces loyal to Saleh then attempted to take control of the entire country, 

forcing Mr Hadi to flee abroad in March 2015. 

Alarmed by the rise of the group Iran, Saudi Arabia and eight other mostly Sunni Arab states began an 

air campaign aimed at restoring Mr Hadi's government. The coalition received logistical and 

intelligence support from the US, UK and France. 

The Houthis meanwhile have not been dislodged from Sanaa, and have been able to maintain a siege 

of the third city of Taiz and to fire ballistic missiles across the border with Saudi Arabia. 

Militants from al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and the local affiliate of the rival Islamic 

State group (IS) have taken advantage of the chaos by seizing territory in the south and carrying out 

deadly attacks, notably in Aden. 

The launch of a ballistic missile towards Riyadh in November 2017 prompted the Saudi-led coalition 

to tighten its blockade of Yemen. 

The coalition said it wanted to halt the smuggling of weapons to the rebels by Iran - an accusation 

Tehran denied - but the restrictions led to substantial increases in the prices of food and fuel, helping 

to push more people into food insecurity. 

In June 2018, the coalition attempted to break the deadlock on the battlefield by launching a major 

offensive on the rebel-held Red Sea city of Hudaydah, whose port is the principal lifeline for almost 

two thirds of Yemen's population. UN officials warned that the toll in lives might be catastrophic if the 

port was damaged or blocked. 
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The Effect of the civil war  

The UN says, the world's worst man-made humanitarian disaster.The UN says more than 6,800 

civilians have been killed and at least 10,700 injured in the fighting since March 2015, with well over 

half of the casualties caused by Saudi-led coalition air strikes. Thousands more civilians have died 

from preventable causes, including malnutrition, disease and poor health. The war has also forced 

more than 3 million people to flee from their homes, with 2.3 million still displaced. Thus causing the 

worst humanitarian crisis .  

Outcomes at the talks –  

1. The UN chief announced that the government and Huthi rebels had agreed on a ceasefire in the 

port of Hodeida, the main entry point for imported food and aid. 

2. The United Nations would play a "leading role" in monitoring the Red Sea port, which is 

currently controlled by the rebels, and facilitate aid access to the civilian population. 

3. In addition, the rivals have reached a "mutual understanding" on Yemen's third city of Taiz, the 

scene of some of the most intense battles in the conflict. 

4. But no deal has been reached on the future of the airport in the capital Sanaa or on economic 

measures that are vital to help the country's population. 

The rebels control both Hodeida and the capital Sanaa while the Saudi led-military coalition controls 

Yemen's maritime borders and airspace.  Sanaa airport has been closed to commercial flights for 

nearly three years The January  2019 talks will focus on a framework for negotiations on a political 

process which is the only solution for the conflict .  

International pressure has been mounting to halt the fighting between the Iran-linked Huthis and the 

government of Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, backed by Saudi Arabia and its military allies, with the US 

Senate, Saudi Arabia and the UAE honing in on the fragile talks. 

The last round of talks, hosted by Kuwait in 2016, collapsed after more than three months of 

negotiations with no breakthrough. 

Why is it  important to bring peace in Yemen ?  

1. What happens in Yemen can greatly exacerbate regional tensions. It also worries the West 

because of the threat of attacks - such as from al-Qaeda or IS affiliates - emanating from the 

country as it becomes more unstable. 



 

225 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

2. The conflict is also seen as part of a regional power struggle between Shia-ruled Iran and 

Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia. 

3. Gulf Arab states - backers of President Hadi - have accused Iran of bolstering the Houthis 

financially and militarily, though Iran has denied this. 

4. Yemen is also strategically important because it sits on a strait linking the Red Sea with the Gulf 

of Aden, through which much of the world's oil shipments pass. 

Level 1 Q) Critically analyse the need for peace in Yemen ?  

Level 2  Q) what happens in West Asia affects everyone else , comment ?  

Prelims – Map ,  About the Groups and the names of places that are in news.  

PAKISTAN SC ORDER ON THE GILGIT- BALTISTAN –  

What is the news about ?  

Pakistan's Supreme Court has ordered the federal government to promulgate a new law within a 

fortnight to grant more rights to the people of Gilgit-Baltistan in Pakistan-administered Kashmir. 

The bench wrote that the jurisdiction and power of the Supreme Court extend to Gilgit-Baltistan.It 

further said that the region's courts did not have constitutional power to deal with issues within 

Pakistan but the people from the region will be able to challenge their top court's decisions in the 

Supreme Court of Pakistan. 

It also ordered that the people of the region should be give fundamental human rights as provided in 

the proposed constitutional order . Noting the international status of Kashmir, of which Gilgit-

Baltistan is a part, the order said that "as and when the promised plebiscite is organized by the parties 

to the dispute, it will be up to the people of all of Jammu and Kashmir, and of Gilgit-Baltistan, to make 

their choice". 

The order says that no changes will be made to the current state of Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir. It 

added that the constitutional status of these areas shall be determined through a referendum that 

should be organised within 14 days.Until the referendum, the residents of Gilgit-Balitstan will be 

extended “fundamental rights”. 

It also said until the plebiscite, "it is surely incumbent upon both India as well as Pakistan to ensure 

that the people of this region enjoy maximum rights for areas within each country's control". 
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India’s reaction -  

India  has criticised a recent order of the Supreme Court of Pakistan that brought the region of Gilgit-

Baltistan within its ambit. Pakistan in recent months had taken a series of steps to ensure full 

constitutional and legal guarantees to the region which was strategically important for the country 

especially in view of the passage of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor through the region. 

“India rejected such continued attempts by Pakistan to bring material change in these occupied 

territories and to camouflage grave human rights violations, exploitation and sufferings of the people 

living there. Pakistan was asked to immediately vacate all areas under its illegal occupation” .  

Asserting that the “entire state” of Jammu and Kashmir, including Gilgit Baltistan, are an integral part 

of India, the MEA said, “The Pakistan government or judiciary have no locus standi on territories 

illegally and forcibly occupied by it”. Any action to alter the status of “these occupied territories by 

Pakistan has no legal basis whatsoever”, said MEA press note. 

New Delhi made it clear that the Pakistan SC order is an interference in India’s internal affairs and 

said the Pakistani Government and Judiciary have no locus standi over territory illegally occupied by 

Pakistan in 1947. 

India said the entire state of Jammu and Kashmir, which also includes the so-called ‘Gilgit-Baltistan’ is 

an integral part of India. Islamabad was asked to vacate territories illegally occupied by it, with India 

also accusing it of grave human rights violations in these areas. 

 

 

SRI LANKA’S FARMERS BATTLE POWERFUL WORM –  

What is the news about ?  

After coping with successive droughts in the past few years, Sri Lanka’s maize farmers are now 

battling a tiny but powerful enemy – the fall armyworm. 
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According to the Agriculture Department, the fall armyworm – from the moth species and known by 

the scientific name Spodoptera frugiperda – is said to have come from India, carried by strong winds 

across the Palk Strait. First detected in October, it has spread to many districts, threatening tens of 

thousands of farmers. 

The fall armyworm has acquired the local name sena (army) worm, as it comes in big groups 

and attacks crops, particularly maize. Maize is among the top seasonal crops produced in Sri 

Lanka, harvested in the island’s two seasons of cultivation — the ‘Maha’ and ‘Yala’, linked to the 

two monsoons.  

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation the  insect that is known to be native to tropical 

and subtropical regions of the Americas,  the species is said to have travelled east to other tropical 

regions. In recent months, fall armyworm infestations were reported in different parts of India, 

including Telangana, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Gujarat. 

While recognising the need for using pesticides, authorities have also highlighted the likely 

consequences. Given that the worm infestation is found deep inside the corn cob, hazardous pesticides 

cannot be sprayed on the corn as it would be harmful to humans and animals consuming these crops.  

Plants sprayed with chemicals to counter the spread of the Sena worm should not be used as animal 

feed as they could affect the people who consume animal products, Agricultural and Livestock officials 

warned. 

The plants, once sprayed should not be immediately used as animal feed as the chemical residue in the 

plant could enter the system of the animal and its products could have an impact on the people who 

consume them (Bio-Magnification / Bio-amplification ) . 

Key Facts – Fall Army Worm -  

The Fall Armyworm was detected in India in July 2018 . The spread puts the caterpillars within easy 

reach of China, the world's second largest maize producer. 

The moth pest, which devours crops during the caterpillar phase of its life, can spread at up to 60 

miles a day. Maize is its preferred meal, but it can also eat rice, sorgum, millet, sugar cane and 

vegetables. 

1. Fall Armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda)  is native to tropical and subtropical regions of the 

Americas . It is an Invasive Pest .  

2. It was first detected in Central and Western Africa in early 2016 

3. In the larva stage, the insect causes damage to crops, feeding on more than 80 plant species 

4. It is a polyphagous pest, which means that it feeds on many items. It is recorded as eating 186 

plant species from 42 families. These include cereals and forage grasses. 

5. The pest primarily affects maize, but also rice and sorghum as well as cotton and some 

vegetables 

6. The moth can fly up to 100 km per night and the female moth can lay up to 1,000 eggs in her 

lifetime 

7. In the Americas, farmers have been managing Fall Armyworm in their crops for many centuries 

and researchers have been studying it for decades 

8. Sustainable management practices that are used in the Americas need to be adapted to Africa’s 

socio-economic-environmental context 
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Almost all sub-Saharan countries have reported infestations which have affected millions of hectares 

of crops. Astaple crop across the continent of Africa  – threatening the food security of more than 300 

million people  . Within India, which grows 25 million acres of maize for food and poultry feed, it has 

spread from Karnataka to Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, West Bengal and Telengana. 

In a bid to halt the Fall Armyworm, the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United 

Nations has launched a mobile app to enable farmers to report the level of infestation and map its 

spread. The app is useful on two fronts: for farmers and agricultural workers in the direct 

management of their crops to prevent further infestations and reduce damage; and for all actors 

involved in managing Fall Army Worm in Africa, by providing vital analysis on risks, spread and 

management .  

Level 1 Q) Why was the Fall Army worm in news ?  

 

XI OPENS THE WORLD’S  LONGEST SEA BRIDGE  LINKING HONG KONG AND MACAU .  

 

China opened the world’s longest sea-crossing bridge and tunnel  , linking the financial centre of Hong 

Kong, the gambling hub of Macau and western reaches of the Pearl River Delta.  The 55-km bridge will 

deepen the integration of Hong Kong and Macao with the rest of China. 

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge is made up of nearly 35-km (22-mile) of bridge and road 

sections, and a 6.7 km (4-mile) tunnel between artificial islands to allow shipping to pass unhindered. 

The bridge would help drive China’s strategic blueprint for a “Greater Bay Area” around the Pearl 

River Delta modelled on other global economic dynamos like San Francisco Bay and Tokyo Bay. 

The Greater Bay Area - a Beijing-driven project to create an economic hub linking nine 

southern mainland cities to Hong Kong and Macau. The   launch by Xi showed his support for 

Hong Kong's economic and political integration into the region, and  the Pearl River Delta had 

long been the "new growth pole of China” .  

The world’s longest sea-crossing bridge will be at the heart of an integrated Greater Bay Area (GBA) 

covering 11 major neighbouring cities, which include Hong Kong, Macao, Guangzhou and Shenzhen. 

The giant GBA comprising 68 million people is expected to rival the San Francisco Bay Area of 

the U.S., as well as the Tokyo Bay Area of Japan. 
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It was also timed with a wider push to mark the 40th anniversary of China's economic reforms, 

against the backdrop of major challenges to the economy, including the escalating US-China trade 

conflict . 

China will mark the anniversary in December of the "reform and opening up" that was launched in 

1978 under the late paramount leader Deng Xiaoping, moving away from a Maoist command economy 

and toward more market-oriented policies that transformed the country into the world's second-

largest economy. 

Disaster Resilient : The bridge has been built to withstand super-typhoons, a magnitude 8 

earthquake, as well as hits by super-sized cargo ships. A 6.7 km underground sea tunnel to allow 

uninterrupted flow of shipping above, along the super-busy Pearl River Delta, is also part of the 

bridge’s design. In the end, it will cut the travel time between the three cities from three hours to just 

30 minutes. It took about a decade to build the $20 billion bridge. 

 

MALDIVIAN JUDICIARY UPHOLDS POLL RESULTS –  

The Maldives Supreme Court  rejected a petition by outgoing President Abdulla Yameen to annul the 

September presidential election, he alleged that the election was rigged . Yameen’s claim that the poll 

was rigged was not substantiated with evidence, the five-member bench ruled .  

Soon after the results were out  with Mr. Solih winning  58.4 % of the vote — Mr. Yameen publicly 

conceded defeat, but about a fortnight later, his Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) filed a legal 

petition contesting the outcome of the Election , claiming the vote was “rigged”. Following  the  

Supreme Court ruling, Male will now prepare for the swearing-in ceremony in November. 

After Maldivians voted for change, dissident Opposition leaders, who were either jailed by Mr. Yameen 

or in exile, are hopeful of release and return.    A  Maldivian court overturned the jail term of former 

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, a month after Mr. Yameen, , lost the election. Exiled former 

President Mohamed Nasheed has vowed to return to Male on November 1 “come what may”. 

The tourist paradise has been in political upheaval since February, when a state of emergency was 

imposed by Yameen to annul a court ruling that quashed the convictions of nine opposition leaders, 

including former president Mohamed Nasheed. 

The Maldives, located near key shipping lanes in the Indian Ocean, has become a battleground for 

China and India as they compete for influence in the region. Pro-Beijing Yameen drew the islands 

closer to China, and the country is developing the Maldives’ infrastructure as part of its Belt and Road 

Initiative to boost trade and transport links across Asia. 

What is the strategic importance of Maldive to India  -  

 

QATAR TO ABOLISH EXIT VISA SYSTEM BY YEAR'S END –  

Topic Related To – ( International affairs )  

What is the news about ?  
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Qatar is set to abolish its controversial exit visa system for all foreign workers by the end of the year  

. Qatar has introduced a series of labour reforms since its selection as the 2022 FIFA World Cup host, 

with the event setting in motion a huge construction programme employing foreign workers.  

In September 2018, Qatar approved legislation to scrap the "kafala", or sponsorship, system which 

required that foreign workers obtain permission from their employers to leave the country. In 

October, it went into force for all but five percent of a company's workforce  . Kafala exists 

throughout the Gulf region and affects around 20 million workers. By 2019 end the KAFALA will 

end for all foreign workers .  

Previously, the exit visa requirement enabled unscrupulous bosses to confiscate paperwork and 

prevent employees from returning home.But when Qatar’s Emir passed the new law last September 

there was anger from Human Rights Watch, which said that several key groups of workers had been 

left out.Among those excluded from the reforms were workers in the military, public sector and 

domestic work. 

As part of its pledge to reform the labour section, Qatar has also introduced a monthly minimum wage 

of 750 riyals (USD 206) and agreed to work closely with the ILO, which now has an office in the 

capital.  

 

IRAN MARKS 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF ISLAMIC REVOLUTION- 

About the Iran Revolution –  

Iranian Revolution of 1978–79, also called Islamic Revolution, is a  popular uprising in Iran in 1978–

79 that resulted in the toppling of the monarchy on February 11, 1979, and led to the establishment of 

an Islamic republic. The Revolution led to the  the fall of the Pahlavi dynasty and the rise of the Islamic 

Republic. 

The Revolution occurred in 1979, in the Muslim majority country of Iran. The reason for the 

revolution was to stop the oppression under the western secular policies of the authoritarian Shah of 

Iran Mohammed Reza Pahlavi .  

Supporters of Ayatollah Khomeini organized protests in opposition to the authoritarian government 

of the Shah. Khomeini became the new Leader of Iran. 98,2% of the Iranians ratified by a referendum 

the creation of the Islamic Republic of Iran under the Leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini (also known 

as Imam Khomeini). Replacing an authoritarian monarchy with a totalitarian theocracy.  

Impact of the Revolution –  

The Iranian revolution was a cataclysmic event that not only transformed Iran completely, but also 

had far-reaching consequences for the world. 

It caused a deep shift in Cold War and global geopolitics. The US not only lost a key strategic ally 

against the communist threat, but it also gained a new enemy.  

Emboldened by developments in Iran, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979. This was 

followed by the eruption of the Iran-Iraq war of 1980, designed to bring down the new Iranian 
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theocratic regime. The US supported Saddam Hussein with weapons and training, helping him clinch 

his grip on power in Iraq. 

Shortly after the revolution, Iraq under the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein with huge support from 

US, the Soviet Union and France invaded Iran unsuccessfully producing a war that ended in 1988. 

These two conflicts and the series of events that followed – Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait in 

1991, two Gulf-Wars, the emergence of Al-Qaeda, and the 9/11 terrorist attacks on World Trade 

Centre and subsequent war on terror – defined geo-politics for the last three decades and continues to 

do so today. 

The Iranian revolution also dramatically altered Middle Eastern politics. It flamed a regional sectarian 

cold war between Iran and Saudi Arabia. The revolution challenged Saudi Arabia’s monarchy and its 

claim for leadership of the Muslim world. The religious and ideological cold war between Iran and 

Saudi Arabia continues to this day with their involvement in the Syrian and Yemeni conflicts. 

Another impact of the revolution is the resurgence of political Islam throughout the Muslim world. 

Iran’s success showed that establishing an Islamic state was not just a dream. It was possible to take 

on the West, their collaborating monarchs/dictators and win. 

Throughout the 1980s and 90s, Islamic political parties popped up in almost all Muslim countries, 

aiming to Islamise societies through the instruments of state. They declared the secular model had 

failed to deliver progress and full independence, and the Islamic model was the only alternative. For 

them, the Iranian revolution was proof it could be a reality. 

 

MALAYSIA TO ABOLISH DEATH PENALTY  

The Malaysian  decided to abolish the death penalty for all crimes and halt all pending executions. The 

decision is a rare move against capital punishment in Asia. 

About Capital Punishment in India :  

India does not have a mandatory death penalty. Though murder is punishable by death under  Section 

302 of the Indian  Penal Code, 

 in Mithu v. State of Punjab, the Supreme Court of India had ruled that the mandatory death 

penalty is unconstitutional. 

In Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab, the Supreme Court had held that the death penalty was 

constitutional only when applied as an exceptional penalty in ‘the rarest of the rare’ cases. 

The crimes punishable by death in India include murder, terrorism-related offenses, rape, 

kidnapping, drug trafficking, treason and military offences. 

Juveniles ( below 18 ) , Pregnant women , Mentally ill , Disabled , are  exempted from the death 

penality .  

Recent  Death Sentence – Yakub Menon in the 1993 blasts case , Ajmal Kasab in the 26/11 

Mumbai case , Afzal Guru in the Parliament attack case of 2001 .  
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Around 142 countries across the world have rejected capital punishment as a form of punishment 

for crimes. Only 23 countries retain the death penalty. However, in Asia, many nations including 

India, China, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam still impose capital punishment.  According 

to Amnesty International’s report on capital punishment in 2017, China is believed to be the ‘world’s 

top executioner’. 

 

IRAN PARLIAMENT PASSES COUNTER TERROR  FINANCE BILL  

Iran's parliament  approved a bill to Counter Terrorist Financing  and is vital to salvaging the nuclear 

deal with European and Asian partners. 

The bill aims to bring Iran's laws in line with international standards and allow it to join the UN 

Terrorism Financing Convention.  

It is one of four bills put forward by the Iran  government in recent months  to meet demands by the 

international Financial Action Task Force (FATF), which has given Iran  time until later this month to 

tighten its laws against money laundering and terror financing. 

The issue has become   pressing since the United States walked out of the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran 

earlier this year and began re-imposing sanctions.  

The other parties to the deal -- Britain, France, Germany, China and Russia -- have sought to 

salvage the agreement and maintain trade with Iran, but have demanded that it accede to the FATF. 

Joining the UN convention has been controversial because hardliners say it will limit Iran's ability to 

support armed groups in the region such as its Lebanese ally, Hezbollah.  

Iran is alone with North Korea on the blacklist of the FATF, although the Paris-based organisation has 

suspended counter-measures since June 2017 while Iran works on reforms. 

A previous bill on the mechanics of monitoring and preventing terrorist financing was signed into law 

in August. Two other bills -- on money-laundering and organised crime -- have also been passed by 

parliament but have been delayed by higher authorities that vet legislation, including the Guardian 

Council. 

 

UN URGES INDIA  NOT TO DEPORT THE  ROHINGYA’S AS THE CONDITIONS NOT 

CONDUCIVE FOR THEIR RETURN –  

As India prepares to deport seven Rohingya “illegals” to , two United Nations bodies criticised the 

proposed move and urged the Indian government to refrain from doing anything that would endanger 

the lives of Rohingya’s it plans to deport. 

The UNHCR asked India to reconsider its decision and “refrain from measures that could directly or 

indirectly lead to the return of a person to a country where his or her life or freedom would be in 

danger “ .  The UN has said that India would be violating the  UN principles on “refoulement” 

(forcible return of refugees or asylum seekers to a country where they are liable to be 

subjected to persecution). 
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The Ministry of Home Affairs said  that , as a non-signatory to the 1951 United Nations Refugee 

Convention, was not obliged to adhere to the principle of non-refoulement. 

The SC has also refused to intervene in the PIL from a Rohingya , who said that their deportation  

violated their Right to Life ( Only Citizens enjoy rights under the articles 15, 16 , 19 29 , 30 ) . Right to 

life under the Article is valid for the Foreigners also .  

How many  Rohingyas are there in India ?  

There are almost 40,000 Rohingyas in India spread out in J&K , Assam , Tripura , and the Border states 

of Bangladesh .  

 All the illegal migrants are detected , detained and deported under the Passport Act of 1920  , 

Foreigners act 1946 . 

 The powers to identify and to deport them   has been delegated to the states and the U T  ‘s  . If a 

migrant or a foreigner is found to be staying illegally without any document then he / she is produced 

befor the local court and if they are found guilty they are imprisoned .  

Once t heir sentence  ids completed the court orders their  deportation and they are moved to the 

detention centres until the country of origin verifies their identity and accepts them .  

The state govt writes to the concerned govt and consular access  is provided to the detainees . The 

Deportation of the foreigners is not  new thing .  Those who have been staying illegally without the 

required papers have been detained and deported . But in the  case of the Rohingyas this is the first  

time that the Myanmmar govt has accepted their identity and has issued certificates if identity to the 

detained . After the detainment  the GOI   has written to the  Myanmar govt and the process of thrie 

deportation  has started .  

About the Rohingya : 

 The Rohngyas are Ethnic Muslims based in the Rakhine  Province of West Myanmmar . The Rohingya 

are an ethnic group, the majority of whom are Muslim, who have lived for centuries in the majority 

Buddhist Myanmar. Currently, there are about 1.1 million Rohingya in the Southeast Asian country. 

The Rohingya speak Rohingya or Ruaingga, a dialect that is distinct to others spoken throughout 

Myanmar. They are not considered one of the country's 135 official ethnic groups and have been 

denied citizenship in Myanmar since 1982, which has effectively rendered them stateless. 

Nearly all of the Rohingya in Myanmar live in the western coastal state of Rakhine and are not allowed 

to leave without government permission. It is one the poorest states in the country, with ghetto-like 

camps and a lack of basic services and opportunities. 

Where are the Rohingyas From:  

According to some historians the Muslims have lived in the now known Myanmmar since the  12th 

century  and also the Rohingyas.  

According to the Arakhan National Rohingya Organisation the Rohingyas have been living in Arakan 

from time immemorial," referring to the area now known as Rakhine. 
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During the more than 100 years of British rule (1824-1948), there was a significant amount of 

migration of labourers to what is now known as Myanmar from today's India and Bangladesh. 

Because the British administered Myanmar as a province of India, such migration was considered 

internal .  

Map showing Myanmar the Then Burma part of the British India :  

 

The migration of labourers was viewed negatively by the majority of the native population.The  

Human Rights Watch Group  says that ,  After independence, the government viewed the migration 

that took place during British rule as "illegal, and it is on this basis that they refuse citizenship to the 

majority of Rohingya," .  

 

Why aren't they recognised?: Shortly after Myanmar's independence from the British in 1948, the 

Union Citizenship Act was passed, defining which ethnicities could gain citizenship. The Rohingya 

were not included. The act, however, did allow those whose families had lived in Myanmar for at least 

two generations to apply for identity cards. 

After the 1962 military coup in Myanmar, things changed dramatically for the Rohingya. All citizens 

were required to obtain national registration cards. The Rohingya, however, were only given foreign 

identity cards, which limited the jobs and educational opportunities they could pursue. 
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In 1982, a new citizenship law was passed, effectively rendering the Rohingya stateless. Under the 

law, Rohingya were again not recognised as one of the country's 135 ethnic groups. The law 

established three levels of citizenship. In order to obtain the most basic level (naturalised citizenship), 

proof that the person's family lived in Myanmar before 1948 was needed, as well as fluency in one of 

the national languages. Many Rohingya lack such paperwork because it was either unavailable or 

denied to them. 

As a result of the law, their rights to study, work, travel, marry, practice their religion and access 

health services have been and continue to be restricted. 

Since the 1970s, a number of crackdowns on the Rohingya in Rakhine State have forced hundreds of 

thousands to flee to neighbouring Bangladesh, as well as Malaysia, Thailand and other Southeast Asian 

countries. During such crackdowns, refugees have often reported rape, torture, arson and murder by 

Myanmar security forces. 

In November 2016, a UN official accused the government of carrying out ethnic cleansing of the 

Rohingya. It was not the first time such an accusation has been made. 

What did Aung San Su Kyi say :  

Aung San Suu Kyi and her government do not recognise the Rohingya as an ethnic group and have 

blamed violence in Rakhine, and subsequent military crackdowns, on those they call "terrorists" that 

is the  Arakhan Rohingya Salvage Army .  

Bangladesh has declared the Rohingyas a illegal migrants and has requested the  Myanmmar govt to  

allow the Rohingyas to return to their place .  

The International community has described the Rohingyas as the "most persecuted minority in the 

world". 

The UN, as well as several rights groups such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, have 

consistently decried the treatment of the Rohingya by Myanmar and neighbouring countries. 

In November 2017, Bangladesh and Myanmar signed a deal for the return of 650,000 Rohingya 

refugees, who fled in the recent violence.  Both countries agreed to complete a voluntary repatriation 

in two years. The plan is based on a similar agreement that was signed in the 1990s to repatriate 

Rohingya who have fled a previous crackdown led by the Myanmar military. Myanmar set up two 

reception centres and what it is believed to be a temporary camp near the border of Rakhine to 

receive the first arrivals. 

 

 

THE JAPAN SPACE PROBE LAUNCHES ROBOT MASCOT, ONTO ASTEROID - 

Japanese  HAYABUSA 2  probe launches MASCOT towards Ryugu asteroid , to shed light on the origin 

of solar system. The Hayabusa2 probe has launched the French-German Mobile Asteroid Surface 

Scout, or MASCOT, towards the Ryugu asteroid's surface. 
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The MASCOT is box-shaped and weights 10 kilogramme (22 pound). It has landed with sensors, it can 

take images at multiple wavelengths, investigate minerals with a microscope, gauge surface 

temperatures and measure magnetic fields.  

MASCOT’s  launch comes  10 days later the Hayabusa2 dropped a pair of MINERVA-2 micro-rovers, a 

world's first, on the Ryugu asteroid. It was the first time that the moving Robotic Observational Device 

has been successfully landed on the  Asteroid .  

The Rovers will take advantage of the Ryugu’s Low Gravity and jump around the surface and take 

images of the Physical Features  using the Camera  and the Sensors . The Rovers will spend several 

months on the Asteroid , But the MASCOT has a  battery life of 16 hours and  will transmit the data to 

the HAYABUSA2 .  

The HAYABUSA2 will launch a Impactor  later this month  , that will shoot a Copper object to blast a 

small crater  on the Asteroid and  will collect samples from the crater . The Samples of the fresh 

material will answer  some fundamental  Questions about whether the elements from the Space have  

given rise to life on earth .  

HAYABUSA2 is the successor of the  HAYABUSA , the first Japanese  Asteroid Explorer – Japanese 

name for Falcon  . The HAYABUSA2 is the size of a Fridge and is equipped with Solar Panels .  

What are Asteroids :  

Asteroids are rocky-metallic objects which range in size from about the size of pebbles to 

around 600 miles (~1,000 km) across. Although they orbit the Sun, they are too small to be 

considered planets. Asteroids are thought to be leftover material from the formation of our 

Solar System. Most are found in the Asteroid Belt, a doughnut-shaped ring which lies between 

the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 

4.6 billion years ago, our Solar System formed from a collection of gas and dust surrounding 

our nascent Sun. While much of the gas and dust in this protoplanetary disk coalesced to form 

the planets, some of the debris was left over. 

Some of debris was shattered remnants of planetesimals – bodies within the young Sun’s solar 

nebula that never grew large enough to become planets, and scientists theorize that large 

collisions in the early, chaotic Solar System pulverized these planetesimals into smaller pieces. 

Other debris never came together due to the massive gravitational pull from Jupiter. 

These rocky remnants are now the asteroids that travel about our Solar System. Since these 

“leftovers” contain clues about the early days of our Solar System, scientists are eager to study 

them. 

 

UN COURT TELLS US TO EASE SANCTIONS ON  IRAN  

The UN’s top court ordered the United States  to lift sanctions on humanitarian goods for Iran in a 

stunning setback for US President Donald Trump. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague 

handed Iran a major victory, saying that the stinging economic sanctions put Iranian lives at risk. 
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 The ruling is likely to rile Trump, who reimposed the sanctions in May after pulling out of Iran’s 

international nuclear deal to the dismay of his allies. The ICJ judges ruled that the sanctions on some 

goods breached a 1955 “Treaty of Amity” between Iran and the US that predates Iran’s Islamic 

Revolution. 

Trump slapped a first round of sanctions on Iran in August after pulling out in May of the international 

deal aimed at curbing Tehran’s nuclear ambitions, to the dismay of his European allies. A second 

round of punitive measures is due in November. Iran dragged the US to the ICJ in July, and during four 

days of hearings in late August, its lawyers accused Washington of “strangling” its economy. 

Washington however forcefully told the court that it has no jurisdiction to rule on this case as it 

concerns a matter of national security. The ruling is in fact a decision on so-called provisional 

measures ahead of a final decision on the matter, which may take several more years .  

It is unclear whether the ruling will bring any symbolic outcome , because in the past the US and Iran 

both ignored the rulings .  

Rulings by the Hague-based ICJ, which rules on disputes between United Nations members are 

binding but it has no mechanism through which it can enforce its decisions. In 1986 Washington 

disregarded the court’s finding that it had violated international law by supporting the pro-US Contra 

rebels in Nicaragua. Iran in turn ignored the ICJ’s ruling in 1980 to release hostages taken during the 

Iran hostage crisis. 

US-Iran relations have plunged to a new low since Trump’s election in 2016, even as the US president 

reaches out to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un over his nuclear programme. Trump and Iranian 

President Hassan Rouhani faced off at the UN in September, with Rouhani denouncing leaders with 

“xenophobic tendencies resembling a Nazi disposition”. 

Despite their 1955 Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations, Iran and the United States have not had 

diplomatic ties since 1980. The case is the second brought by Tehran against Washington since 2016. 

That year it brought a suit at the ICJ against the freezing of around $2 billion of Iranian assets abroad 

which US courts say should go to American victims of terror attacks. Hearings in that case are due to 

start in the near future .  

 

NURSULTAN: KAZAKHSTAN RENAMES CAPITAL ASTANA AFTER EX-PRESIDENT 

What is the news about ?  
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Kazakhstan has renamed its capital Astana to Nursultan to honour outgoing leader Nursultan 

Nazarbayev. The change was announced after Kassym-Jomart Tokayev was sworn in as president .  Mr 

Nazarbayev, 78, served nearly 30 years as leader of the oil-rich nation. Mr Tokayev was sworn in as 

president some 24 hours after Mr Nazarbayev's surprise resignation. He will serve for the remainder 

of the presidential term which expires in April 2020. 

A huge country the size of Western Europe, Kazakhstan has vast mineral resources and enormous 

economic potential. 

The varied landscape stretches from the mountainous, heavily populated regions of the east to the 

sparsely populated, energy-rich lowlands in the west, and from the industrialised north, with its 

Siberian climate and terrain, through the arid, empty steppes of the centre, to the fertile south. 

Ethnically the former Soviet republic is as diverse, with the Kazakhs making up nearly two thirds of 

the population, ethnic Russians just under a quarter, and smaller minorities the rest. Suppressed 

under Soviet rule, the main religion, Islam, is undergoing a revival. Since independence following the 

collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, major investment in the oil sector has brought rapid economic 

growth .  

Republic of Kazakhstan  

 Capital: Nur-Sultan  

 Population 18 million (UN, 2012)  

 Area 2.7 million sq km (1 million sq miles)  

 Major languages Kazakh, Russian  

 Major religions Islam, Christianity  

 Life expectancy 68 years (men), 77 years (women) (UN)  

 Currency - Tenge 

Prelims – Neighbours , Lakes , Rivers , Currency , Capital , Resources , Physical Features .  

 

2ND  KIM –  TRUMP SUMMIT  @ HANOI –  

What is the news about ?  
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North Korea and US  taking part in the 2nd summit at  Vietnam city of Hanoi . The Summit focusses on 

Denuclearisation of the  North Korea . The  second summit is closely  being watched for concrete steps 

to dismantle Pyongyang’s nuclear programme. 

Relations between the two mercurial leaders have undergone a dramatic turnaround, from flinging 

personal insults and threats of destruction to Mr. Trump declaring he had fallen “in love” with Mr. Kim 

through an exchange of letters. 

Diplomatic progress since Singapore  where the first summit was held has  been stalled over the  

“ definition of denuclearisation” . 

At the First Summit in Singapore –  

At their first meeting, Trump and Kim signed a vague agreement that committed the two countries to 

continue working toward denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula -- but with no explicit obligation 

by North Korea to actually disarm. 

The North has since claimed it destroyed missile engine and nuclear test sites, but it hasn’t let 

international inspectors verify that. There have been no signs the secretive state has made any 

movement to destroy its weapons stockpile, and in fact, some experts believe it has actually expanded 

a key long-range missile base and worked on construction at a nearby newly discovered missile 

facility. 

Outcome of the Second Summit –  

The nuclear summit between United States President Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un in Hanoi ended 

without an agreement.  

Before the summit, there was talks that there could be a political declaration ending the 1950-53 

Korean War which finished technically with an armistice rather than a peace treaty. 

There were also hopes Mr. Kim could pledge to destroy North Korea’s decades-old Yongbyon nuclear 

complex, which has long been at the heart of Pyongyang’s atomic development but remains shrouded 

in secrecy — and North Korea has promised to destroy it  twice before. 

The abrupt end of the talks is a setback to attempts to find a peaceful solution to the Korean nuclear 

crisis. Both sides cut short a two-day summit without even signing a joint communiqué. They also 

gave conflicting versions on why the talks collapsed. 

Mr. Trump said Mr. Kim insisted on a full withdrawal of American sanctions in return for the closure 

of only one nuclear facility. However, North Korean Foreign Minister later said Pyongyang had sought 

only partial sanctions relief in return for dismantling the Yongbyon nuclear site, the North’s main 

facility.  
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Whatever the actual reason, one thing is clear: the bonhomie between the two leaders after last year’s 

Singapore summit was missing in Hanoi. After the Singapore meet, both sides had agreed to have 

“new U.S.-DPRK [North Korea] relations” and establish a “lasting and stable peace regime” on the 

Korean peninsula. Pyongyang had also promised to work toward “complete denuclearisation”. No 

such comments about the future course of the peace process were issued this time during the Hanoi 

Summit . The North Koreans have ruled out any immediate plans for a future meeting between the 

two sides. 

A part of the problem was the failure of both Washington and Pyongyang in following up on 

commitments made in Singapore. A few weeks ahead of that summit in June, North Korea had 

announced a complete freeze on nuclear and missile tests as a reconciliatory gesture. It had asked the 

U.S. to reciprocate — its main demand was a formal declaration of an end to the 1950-53 Korean War, 

but the Trump administration refused to do so. 

With these problems still in place, the second summit between the leaders was announced. Any hopes 

of clinching a big agreement in Hanoi fell as both sides stuck to their respective demands. However, 

the setback need not necessarily bring the peace process to a halt. Mr. Trump himself has said 

denuclearisation is a long process. The freeze on nuclear and missile tests that Mr. Kim announced is 

still in place. The Korean peninsula has been calm, while inter-Korean relations have markedly 

improved. Before the Hanoi summit, there were reports that the U.S. would declare an end to the 

Korean war and that both countries would open liaison offices in each other’s capitals as part of 

normalisation of ties. They should go ahead with such measures and build confidence and mutual 

trust while also taking a phased approach to dealing with more contentious issues such as 

denuclearisation. 

Level 1 Q) Critically analyse the second summit between Trump and Kim ? What do you think 

are the steps that both should take to forward the goal of denuclearisation ?  

 

 

RUSSIA, CHINA VETO UN RESOLUTION SEEKING VENEZUELA ELECTIONS-  

What is the news about ?  

Russia and China vetoed a U.S.-drafted United Nations Security Council resolution calling for a 

“peaceful political process” leading to free elections in Venezuela. Nine council members voted in 

favour, while South Africa joined Russia and China in voting no, and three abstained. To pass, a 

resolution needs nine votes in support and no vetoes by the five permanent members, which include 

Russia and China. Both countries back the the authoritarian regime of President Nicolas Maduro. 
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In-detail -  

If this resolution were to be adopted, it would be the first time in history the Security Council would 

decide to appoint a president and dismiss another one .  

Resolutions at the council, which are legally binding, must gain nine votes to be adopted, with no 

vetoes from the five permanent members - Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States. 

The failure to take action on the two competing drafts laid bare divisions among world powers over 

the way forward in Venezuela, which is mired in a political standoff and an economic meltdown. 

The US text had called for new presidential elections in Venezuela and unimpeded deliveries of 

humanitarian aid. It won the required nine votes at the 15-member council, but Russia and China 

joined forces to block it. 

Russia's draft resolution - which urged a settlement "through peaceful means" and insisted that all 

humanitarian aid be agreed by President Nicolas Maduro's government - won only four votes: Russia, 

China, South Africa and Equatorial Guinea. 

Russia and the United States have been at loggerheads over a U.S.-led campaign for international 

recognition of Juan Guaido, the Venezuelan opposition leader and head of the country’s elected 

National Assembly, over President Nicholas Maduro. Guaido last month declared himself the interim 

head of state. Maduro still controls the military, state institutions and oil company Petroleos de 

Venezuela SA, which provides 90 percent of the country’s export revenue. 

Russia and the U.S. have been circulating rival resolutions, with the U.S. stressing the humanitarian 

crisis and condemning the use of force by the military, which remains mostly loyal to Maduro . 

Russia’s proposed texts,  championed Venezuela’s sovereign rights and expressed concern about the 

military threat implied by the Trump administration’s vow to consider “all options” to force out 

Maduro. Russia’s resolution failed to garner enough votes .  

U.S. allies on the Security Council -- including France, the U.K., Belgium, and Germany -- have backed 

American calls for new elections but are wary about military escalation. 

U.S. Secretary of State Michael Pompeo visited the UN in late January and called on world leaders to 

recognize National Assembly leader Juan Guaido as the nation’s interim president. Guaido says the 

nation’s constitution makes him the rightful head of state because Maduro’s re-election was 

fraudulent. 

Level 1 Q) Explain the events taking place in Venezuela and the causes for it ?  

Prelims – Map , Currency , Capital , Physical features , Borders .  

RUSSIA LED PEACE TALKS ON SYRIA TO BE HELD IN SOCHI ( BLACK SEA RESORT ) 

With the aim of setting up a new constitution for post-war Syria , Russia has held Peace talks in the 

Black Sea resort of Sochi .Russia, a steadfast supporter of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, is set to 

co-host the summit with regime ally Iran and rebel backer Turkey with the aim of setting up a new 

constitution for post-war Syria. 
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The Peace talks are the result of the plan agreed at the Astana Peace talks in Kazakhstan .The talks will 

come after the latest round of UN- sponsored negotiations in Geneva ended in failure in December , 

called the Geneva Peace Talks . The seventh round of Syria talks in Astana ended on (31 October) with 

an agreement between the three “guarantor states” (Russia, Iran and Turkey) for a “congress of 

national dialogue” to be held in Sochi. Turkey backs the opposition while Russia and Iran support 

Bashar al-Assad’s regime. The main issues of the seventh round were humanitarian access, demining, 

exchange of prisoners and the dead and search for the missing persons. The Syrian civil war displaced 

millions of people and is estimated to have claimed the lives of at least 340,000 people since 2011, and 

is seen as a humanitarian crisis . 

What are the Geneva Talks ? 

The Geneva peace talks on Syria in 2017, also called the Geneva IV talks, were peace negotiations 

between the Syrian government and the Syrian opposition under the auspices of the United Nations. 

The talks took place between 23 February and 3 March 2017, trying to resolve the Syrian Civil War . 

What is the Syrian Civil War ? 

It is a multi-sided armed conflict in Syria fought primarily between the government of President 

Bashar al-Assad, along with its allies, and various forces opposing the government . The unrest in 

Syria, part of a wider wave of 2011 Arab Spring protests, grew out of discontent with the Assad 

government and escalated to an armed conflict after protests calling for his removal . 

 

The war is being fought by several factions: 

 the Syrian government and its allies, a loose alliance of Sunni Arab rebel groups (including the 

Free Syrian Army), 

 the majority-Kurdish Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), 

 Salafi jihadist groups (including al-Nusra Front) and the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 

(ISIL), with a number of countries in the region and beyond being either directly involved, or 

rendering support to one or another faction. 

 

Syrian opposition groups formed the Free Syrian Army (FSA) and seized control of the area 

surrounding Aleppo and parts of southern Syria. Over time, some factions of the Syrian opposition 

split from their original moderate position to pursue an Islamist vision for Syria, joining groups such 

as al-Nusra Front and ISIL . Iran, Russia and Hezbollah support the Syrian government militarily . 

International organizations have accused the Syrian government, ISIL and rebel groups of severe 

human rights violations and of many massacres. The conflict has caused a major refugee crisis. 

Many peace initiatives have been launched to bring peace in the country and to end the humanitarian 

crisis , such as the Geneva Peace talks by the UN and the Peace talks at Astana and Sochi by Russia . 

Cause of the Syrian Crisis : 

The Arab Spring uprising spread to the other regions , including Syria where the protesters 

predominantly demanded democratic reforms, release of political prisoners, an increase in freedoms, 

abolition of the emergency law and an end to corruption . There were large scale arrests , the 
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emphasis in demonstration slogans shifted slowly towards a call to overthrow the Assad government , 

capture of regions by opposition , Later, more protesters in Syria took up arms, and more soldiers 

defected to protect protesters.etc , as a result of all these factors the country has been in chaos . 

 

Level 1 Q) What are the Geneva Peace Talks , give an account of the Syrian crisis . ? 

 

 

 

 

EUROPEAN UNION 

THE EU MAY  EXPAND TO INCLUDE WEST BALKAN STATES BY 2025   :   
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  The EU will hold out the prospect of membership to six western Balkan countries by 

2025 as it seeks to breathe new life into enlargement of the bloc, strengthen controls on migration, 

and counter Russian influence in the volatile region. This will be the blocs single biggest expansion in 

2 decades .  
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 But “enlargement fatigue” after the 2008 financial crisis and eurozone debt problems — and 

the vote by the UK to leave the EU, previously a proponent of expanding the union — have cast doubt 

on that prospect. 

  Serbia and Montenegro, which have already begun EU accession talks, are viewed as 

the two most likely western Balkan aspirants to make the 2025 milestone, ahead of Albania, 

Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Kosovo. 

 The western Balkans have loomed ever larger for the EU as one of the main migration routes 

that helped trigger a crisis in 2015-16, when more than 2.5m people sought asylum in the bloc. EU 

strategists also fear that Russia is expanding influence in a region where it has traditional allies. 

Q) write about the EU and its institutions ?  

 

UK’S TOUGH IMMIGRATION POLICY AND THE ISSUE OF THE    “WINDRUSH  

GENERATION“    –  

 

What is the immigration issue about in UK ?  

Britain made tough changes to the  British immigration policy after the BREXIT .  This has resulted in  

injustices to the members of the “ Windrush  Generation “ – those who are people from the former 

British colonies and who  were encouraged to come to the U K to fill in the labour shortages during 

1971 . 
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In 2013, then-Home Secretary Theresa May announced a "hostile environment" for illegal immigrants. 

Since then, cases have emerged of Windrush children - now adults who have lived in the UK for 

several decades - facing the threat of deportation. 

The  immigration rules were changed which required the individuals to produce the documentation to 

receive a host of public services and treated any one without the documentation as illegal ,  with this 

change many of those who were British citizens were also  treated as illegal . Some were denied work 

due to lack of the proper documentation , some were denied life saving medical treatment or were 

unable to return Britain form a holiday abroad or were even deported .  

Many of those affected were from India , and during the CHOGM meet in UK  PM  Modi raised the issue 

of the immigration of 13000 Indians .  

WHO ARE THE WINDRUSH GENERATION ? 

Those arriving in the UK between 1948 and 1971 from Caribbean countries have been labelled the 

Windrush generation  , who are named after the ship  HMT Empire Windrush which came from 

African and Caribbean countries under a rule allowing freedom of movement within the 

Commonwealth .  

The ship brought  workers from Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and other islands, as a response to 

post-war labour shortages in the UK. 

The ship carried 492 passengers - many of them children. It is unclear how many people belong to the 

Windrush generation, since many of those who arrived as children travelled on parents' passports and 

never applied for travel documents - but they are thought to be in their thousands. 

There are now 500,000 people resident in the UK who were born in a Commonwealth country 

and arrived before 1971 - including the Windrush arrivals - according to estimates by Oxford 

University's Migration Observatory. 

When did this Influx end ?  

The influx ended with the 1971 Immigration Act, when Commonwealth citizens already living in the 

UK were given indefinite leave to remain. After this, a British passport-holder born overseas could 

only settle in the UK if they firstly had a work permit and, secondly, could prove that a parent or 

grandparent had been born in the UK. 

Why is this happening now? 

The 1971 Immigration Act gave indefinite leave to remain to Commonwealth citizens already living in 

the UK. However, the Home Office did not record the details of each individual - so it is hard now for 

those who didn't get documents at the time to prove now that they are here legally. 

What are the changes made to the Law in 2012 ?  

Changes to immigration law in 2012, which require people to have documentation to work, rent a 

property or access benefits, including healthcare, have left people fearful about their status. 

More than 160,000 people have signed a petition calling on the government to grant an amnesty to 

anyone who arrived in the UK as a minor between 1948 and 1971. Its creator, the activist Patrick 
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Vernon, calls on the government to stop all deportations, change the burden of proof, and provide 

compensation for "loss and hurt". 

Effect of this on India :  

Indians are among those caught up in the Windrush controversy rocking the British government . 

Those from India, Pakistan, West Africa and other parts of the Commonwealth are also facing the 

same plight as many from the Caribbean . Indians who migrated to the UK as Commonwealth citizens 

before 1971 are estimated as the second-largest nationality after Jamaicans . As many as 13,000 

Indian nationals are estimated to fall within that criteria of migrants, according to the UK's Migration 

Observatory based at the University of Oxford. 

A MoU was expected during the CHOGM meet but did not materialise , the migrant issue if the new 

challenge  in the bilateral relations of both the countries . There has been a decisive power shift in the 

relationship, where the UK needs India more than India needs the UK .   One may assume that UK will 

take a softer stand towards India .  

The Indian government has repeatedly disputed the UK's claim that as many as 100,000 illegal Indians 

are currently in the country. 

Level  1 Q) Who are the Windrush  Generation and Why are they in news ?  

Level 2 Q)  What  Is the impact of the  “ Windrush scandal “   or the new immigration policy of 

Britain on  India ?  

 

 

SPY INCIDENT : 4 NATIONS SLAM RUSSIA FOR THE USE OF NERVE AGENT 

In a joint statement, U.S., U.K., France, ans Germany say the assault is a breach of international law . 

Tensions between Russia and the West continued to ramp up as France, Germany, Britain and the U.S. 

jointly accused Russia of involvement in the attack on Sergei Skripal and his daughter in Salisbury in 

early March, which they said involved the first “offensive use” of a nerve agent in Europe since the 

Second World War. 

Threat to the sovereignty of the country : It is an assault on U.K. sovereignty and any such use by a 

state party is a clear violation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and a breach of international 

law. 

The nations also called on Russia to fully disclose its Novichok nerve agent program to the 

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. 

Relations in the Lowest point:Relations between Britain and Russia have fallen to their lowest point 

since the Cold War, following the poisonings. Britain retaliated  by announcing the expulsion of 23 

Russian diplomats (the largest expulsion since 1985 when Britain expelled 25), and the revocation of 

an invitation to Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to visit the country. It accused Russia of the 

“unlawful use of force”.At an urgent meeting of the Security Council in New York on Wednesday, the 

U.S. joined Britain in condemning Russia, pledging to stand in “absolute solidarity with Great Britain”. 
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Russia has denied involvement in the attack and has vowed to take swift retaliation against Britain .  

Novichok : Novichok, the type of nerve agent,  

Nerve Agents : Nerve agents acquired their name because they affect the transmission of nerve 

impulses in the nervous system. All nerve agents belong chemically to the group of organo-

phosphorus compounds. They are stable and easily dispersed, highly toxic and have rapid effects both 

when absorbed through the skin and via respiration. Nerve agents can be manufactured by means of 

fairly simple chemical techniques. The raw materials are inexpensive and generally readily available. 

Among lethal CW agents, the nerve agents have had an entirely dominant role since the Second World 

War. All nerve agents in pure state are colourless liquids .. 

These are sometimes also called nerve gases, are a class of organic chemicals that disrupt the 

mechanisms by which nerves transfer messages to organs. The disruption is caused by the blocking of 

acetylcholinesterase, an enzyme that catalyzes the breakdown of acetylcholine, a neurotransmitter. 

The most important nerve agents included in modern CW arsenals are: TABIN , SARIN , SOMAN , 

Cyclohexyl methylphosphonofluoridate ( GF ) ,  O-ethyl S-diisopropylaminomethyl 

methylphosphonothiolate( VX) , 

Q) What are nerve agents , why are they in news ? 

VLADIMIR PUTIN WINS FOURTH TERM AND 6 MORE YEARS WITH RECORD VOTE AS 

RUSSIA’S PRESIDENT   

 



 

249 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

 

Vladimir Putin is set for another six years in power after his landslide victory in Russia’s presidential 

election  . The result comes at a time when Russia’s relation with the  West disintegrate , and Russia 

stands isolated . This began with Moscow’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and continued conflicts in 

Ukraine and Syria progressed and recent allegations of spy poisoning in Britain and a fresh round of 

US sanctions over allegations of cyber attack and meddling in the elections campaign   just as it gears 

up for the football World Cup in the summer. The relations between Moscow and West have hit a post 

cold war low .  

Putin, who has ruled Russia for almost two decades, recorded his best election performance with 

76.67 percent of the vote but rejected the possibility of staying in power indefinitely. 

The opposition said the results were rigged, reporting ballot stuffing and other cases of alleged fraud 

as the Kremlin pushed for a high turnout to give greater legitimacy to Putin’s historic fourth term. 

Putin, who has extended his power until at least 2024 and is already Russia’s longest-serving leader 

since  Joseph Stalin, ruled out remaining president for life. 

XI CONGRATULATES PUTIN - Among the few leaders to congratulate Putin so far was Chinese 

President Xi Jinping, who has just been handed a second term himself and has gained a path to 

indefinite rule after presidential term limits were lifted last week. 

In Latin America, the presidents of the leftist regimes in Venezuela and Bolivia both effusively 

congratulated Putin on his “overwhelming” victory. Since first being elected president in 2000, Putin 

has stamped his total authority on the world’s biggest country, muzzling opposition, putting television 

under state control and reasserting Moscow’s standing abroad. 
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French President Emmanuel Macron wished the Leader and said he hoped that the country would be 

modernised .  

Putin’s previous Kremlin term was marked by a crackdown on the opposition after huge protests, the 

Ukraine conflict, military intervention in Syria and the introduction of Western sanctions that 

contributed to a fall in living standards. 

After his biggest election victory worth 76.6% votes , Putin told the west that he doesn’t want a arms 

race   . During the election campaign Putin had unveiled new nuclear weapons that could strike any 

part of the world . He said he would spend more on education, health , infrastructure , while reducing 

defence expenditure .  

Q) Moscow’s relations with the west have dived to the post cold war low , give reasons ? 

 

EU TAKES STEPS TO SAVE THE EUROPEAN FIRMS FROM U.S SANCTIONS –ON THE SIDE 

LINES OF THE  “ EU-WESTERN BALKANS SUMMIT –“     

What steps is the EU taking ?  

The EU has launched a formal process to activate a Blocking Statute . The statute which the 28 EU 

member states and the EU Parliament must endorse is aimed at reassuring the European Firms of the 

safety of their investments  that have invested  in Iran which is facing the sanctions .  

What is the Blocking Statute all about ?  

The Blocking statute is a 1996 regulation originally created to circumvent U.S trade embargo 

on Cuba , which prohibits EU companies and the courts from complying with specific foreign 

sanction laws .  

The statute forbids EU companies from complying with the extraterritorial effects of U.S sanctions . It 

also allows companies to recover damages arising from such sanctions from the person causing them , 

and nullifies the effects in EU of any foreign court judgements based on them .  

This means that the companies and recover their money and now they don’t have to fear the 

litigations  arising from such sanctions .  

Since the U.S. withdrawal, the remaining parties have all pledged to stick to the deal if Tehran respects 

its terms. Beijing and Moscow have also stepped up efforts to save the deal. 

Tehran has warned it is ready to resume no-holds-barred “industrial-scale” uranium enrichment 

unless Europe can provide solid guarantees to preserve Iran's economic benefits under the deal. 

Level 1 Q) What are the steps taken by various countries to shield their companies from the 

sanctions re- imposed on Iran ?  
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EU  DATA PROTECTION LAW –  EU GENERAL  DATA PROTECTION REGULATION –  

Topic useful in : Policies of Other countries and their effect on  India . 

The European Union General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)  law, came  into effect on May 25,   

the law has been designed to protect the personal data of E.U. residents. Personal data is data that 

relates to an identifiable living individual and includes names, email IDs, ID card numbers, physical 

and IP addresses. 

Why was the Law in news ?  

The GDPR reflects a paradigm shift in understanding of the relationship individuals have with their 

personal data .  The Law grants  the EU  citizen substantial rights in his/her interaction with data 

controllers( for ex. A website ), and data processors (those who process the data on behalf of 

controllers, such as an Indian IT firm to which an E.U. firm has outsourced its data analytics). 

Under the GDPR, a data controller will have to provide consent terms that are clearly distinguishable,  

that means the  consent cannot be buried in the fine print that is not understandable  to the layperson. 

Additionally, the GDPR requires those collecting data to provide information on the ‘who’ and ‘how’  

the data will be used  .  Individuals will also have the right to have personal data deleted under certain 

conditions. The GDPR also makes reporting obligations and enforcement stronger: data breaches will 

normally have to be reported within 72 hours and failure to comply with the new laws could result in 

a fine up to 4% of global turnover or €20 million — the maximum amount of the fine .  

How did it come about? 

Brussels recognised that the growth in the digital economy and rapid advances in technology meant 

individuals were sharing personal data, and companies and governments used this data on an 

“unprecedented scale.” Therefore, it sought to replace the existing data privacy directive, which 

enables and guides laws in each of the 28 EU member states, with a regulation (GDPR), a stronger 

instrument which harmonises data protection laws across the 28 countries. 

Why does it matter? 

Apart from its profound significance for Europe, the GDPR has global implications also  . It will also  

apply  to those outside the E.U. who either monitor the behaviour of EU residents or sell goods and 

services to them for example  in terms of India , companies who sell goods to the EU people . 

Consequently, the law is expected to have a significant impact on Indian IT firms and other service 

providers with an E.U. clientèle.  

The E.U. as a bloc is India’s largest trading partner, with bilateral trade in services alone running 

upwards of €28 billion (₹2.2 lakh crore). Yet, only a third of Indian IT firms are making arrangements 

for the GDPR, with 39% unaware of what it is even, according to a 2018 survey by tax and accounting 

firm EY. This will likely mean fines, loss of business and missed opportunities, as well as diplomatic 

wrangling in trade talks between India and the E.U. 

What lies ahead in terms of Data Protection in India ?  
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The issue has once again raised questions about what constitutes legitimate uses of data and how 

businesses, governments and political parties can and cannot use data. A White Paper produced by a 

government-appointed committee, headed by retired judge B.N. Srikrishna, which is formulating a 

national data protection law for India, has suggested a hybrid approach to privacy. This combines the 

EU rights-based approach, the U.S. approach of using data with consent to encourage innovation, and 

an Indian approach, which takes note of the Supreme Court’s ruling that privacy is a fundamental right 

subject to reasonable restrictions. 

Data Protection and Privacy are of prime concerns world over as the economies turn more digital . 

Economic growth should keep in mind the rights of individuals , because any development or growth 

that is detrimental to individual is unsustainable  and a threat .  

Level 1 Q) What is the EU General Data Protection Legislation ?  

Level 2 Q) What are the concerns about EU GDPR in India  , what steps is India taking in terms 

of protecting its citizens data ?  

 

MACEDONIA BECOMES NATO’S 30TH MEMBER  

What is the news about ?  

NATO  states have signed an agreement with Macedonia, clearing the way for the Balkan nation 

to become the military alliance's 30th member. Each Nato member will now need to ratify the 

accession protocol. 

Macedonia is set  to become the  NATO alliance’s 30th member.  An accord with Greece to change the 

name of the former Yugoslav republic to ‘Republic of North Macedonia’ ended one of the world’s 

longest diplomatic disputes, paving the way for Skopje to join NATO and the European Union. 

Greece,  has been arguing  that its neighbor's name implied territorial ambitions on its own province 

of the same name, has blocked Macedonia's efforts to join NATO since 1990; Greece has agreed to 

drop its opposition with the name change. 

NATO is the largest security alliance in the world. Russia accused the West of "destabilising" the 

Balkans by pushing Macedonia and Montenegro to join NATO. Three other former Yugoslav republics 

- Slovenia, Croatia and Montenegro - have already joined NATO, as have other countries in the Balkan 

region including Albania, Bulgaria and Romania. 

Russia has also warned NATO against cultivating closer ties with Ukraine and Georgia, two ex-Soviet 

republics that also aspire to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.  

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT  IN GENEVA 

The UN-sponsored Conference on Disarmament is the only permanent multilateral body for 

negotiating arms control agreements, and in recent years, the body has struggled to reach consensus. 

The United States assumed the Conference on Disarmament presidency. 
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U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged the United States and Russia to preserve the 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty and to extend the New START Treaty before it expires in 

2021. 

The United States has already begun the process of withdrawing from the Intermediate-Range 

Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty, in response to Moscow's deployment of the 9M729 missile, prompting 

Russia to announce its own withdrawal. 

The Conference of Disarmament is independent of the UN . The Director General of the UN serves as 

the Secretary General of the  Conference. The Conference was set up in 1979 as “ Committee of 

disarmament “ then in 1984 it was renamed as Conference of Disarmament .  

 

 EUROPEAN UNION JOINS WIPO’S MARRAKESH TREATY 

The European Union has joined WIPO’s Marrakesh Treaty . With the EU’s ratification, the Treaty will 

cover 70 countries across the globe.  

The Marrakesh Treaty requires its  contracting parties to adopt a  national law  that permit the 

production of books in accessible formats, such as Braille , e-text, audio   to help the  disabled have 

access to reading material . It also allows for the exchange of such accessible texts across national 

boundaries, all without requesting authorization from the copyright owner.   

The World Health Organization estimates that 253 million are living with visually impairments 

around the world, with the majority located in lower-income countries. 

The Treaty was adopted on June 27, 2013, at  Kingdom of Morocco in Marrakesh. The Treaty entered 

into force on September 30, 2016, three months after it gained the necessary 20 ratifications or 

accessions by WIPO member states. 

Accessible Books Consortium : WIPO and its partners created the Accessible Books Consortium 

(ABC) in 2014 to help implement the objectives of the Marrakesh Treaty at a practical level.  ABC 

works in three areas:  

 the sharing of technical skills in developing and least developed countries to produce and 

distribute books in accessible formats, 

 promoting inclusive publishing, and  

 building an international on-line catalogue and book exchange of accessible books, known as 

the ABC Global Book Service.    

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is the global forum for intellectual property 

policy, services, information and cooperation. A specialized agency of the United Nations .   

 

 

ABOUT THE UNESCO AND THE SPECIALISED  AGENCIES OF THE UN  
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UNESCO is a specialized  organization of the UN which promotes peace and security through 

Education , Science and Culture Co-opeartion between the member nations . It has the membership of 

195 countries and its headquarter is at Paris .  

Specialized Agencies   of the UN are – 

 ILO  

 WHO  

 WMO  

 FAO  

 WIPO  

 UNIDO  

 ITDO  

 IADA 

 ITU  

 UNESCO  

 WBg 

 IMF 

 IMO 

 

MIGINGO ISLAND  

Migingo has been a source of tension between Uganda and Kenya, as both the countries lay claims 

over the island  which is located in the Lake Victoria . Kenya has recently asked the ICJ to intervene .  

Kenya and Uganda then decided to create a joint commission to determine where the watery border 

is, relying on maps dating from the 1920s whose interpretation is a key point of contention. 
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SOUTH AMERICA  

 

COUNTRIES SUSPEND MEMBERSHIP IN UNASUR REGIONAL BLOC 

A South American bloc created a decade ago to counter US influence in the region has temporarily lost 

half its members after six countries suspended their memberships amid differences over who should 

lead the group. 

Bolivian Foreign Minister Fernando Huanacuni said that Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 

Paraguay and Peru ( ABCCPP)  had decided to temporarily leave the Union of South American 

Nations, or UNASUR, given differences over choosing the secretary general of the group. 

UNASUR was promoted by late Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez. Bolivia, Ecuador, Guyana, 

Surinam, Uruguay and Venezuela remain in the bloc. 

UNASUR countries ( Argentina , Brazil , Chile , Colombia  , Paraguay , Peru , Bolivia , Ecuador , 

Guyana , Surinam , Uruguay , Venezuela ) 

Level 1 Q) Write about UNASUR , why was in news ?  

 

 

OCEANIA  

SYDNEY IS HOSTING THE ASEAN-AUSTRALIA SPECIAL SUMMIT :  

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional intergovernmental organisation 

made up of 10 countries of Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore, Philippines, Malaysia, 

Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos and Brunei ( SPLITV CBMM ).It was founded in 1967 with the aim of 

promoting regional stability and economic growth among its members . Australia has been a so-called 

'dialogue partner' of ASEAN since 1974, but the ASEAN-Australia Special Summit (17-18 March) will 

be the first time it has held a meeting with ASEAN leaders on home soil of Australia .Australia and 

ASEAN began biennial leaders' summits in 2016, with the first at Vientiane, Laos. 

What's being talked about?:The key themes ASEAN leaders will address are trade, counter-

terrorism and the global rise of nationalism.The Australian government has said that another topic 

will be "the ongoing threat posed by North Korea and the importance of maintaining pressure through 

economic sanctions." 

What's in it for Australia?:Australia is looking to boost economic and security ties with the region. 

As a bloc, the 10 ASEAN member countries make up Australia's third-largest trading partner, worth 

almost $100 billion in 2016/17. 

By 2030 there will be an estimated 161 million middle-class households in ASEAN nations - a huge 

opportunity for Australian food and produce exports as well as expertise and services.Prime Minister 

Malcolm Turnbull has called the meeting "a coming of age of Australia's relationship with Southeast 

Asia." 
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CYBERSECURITY A KEY TOPIC DISCUSSED IN SUMMIT :The summit concluded with both sides 

adopting a joint statement - the Sydney declaration - which sets out their shared commitment to 

boost cooperation on various issues.The leaders exchanged views on ways to boost cooperation on 

security issues, particularly cybersecurity. To that end, a landmark memorandum of understanding to 

combat international terrorism was inked on Saturday, focusing on developing capabilities to deal 

with terrorists’ use of technology to spread their ideology. 

Both sides committed to concluding the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) by 

this year. The free trade agreement has 16 negotiating partners - all 10 ASEAN member states, 

Australia, China, New Zealand, India, Japan and South Korea - and will cover 30 per cent of global GDP. 

The RCEP has missed three deadlines since talks began in late 2012. 

In the lead-up to the summit, Mr Turnbull had called protectionism a “dead end”, and called on 

countries to embrace free trade. 

SOUTH CHINA SEA, RAKHINE, NORTH KOREA ALSO ON THE AGENDA:Also on the agenda: The 

peaceful resolution of disputes in the South China Sea, where ASEAN members Brunei, Malaysia, 

Philippines and Vietnam are claimant states. Negotiations are ongoing to conclude a Code of Conduct 

between ASEAN and China. Mr Lee said that each ASEAN country has its own unique relationship with 

China, but territorial disputes in the South China Sea pose security and stability challenges across the 

region. 

Leaders also weighed in on the humanitarian situation  in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, with the 

country's de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi addressing the matter at considerable length 

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak had warned on Saturday that the Rohingya refugee crisis could 

become a serious security threat for the region, saying that “Rakhine, with thousands of despairing 

and dejected people who see no hope in the future, will be a fertile ground for radicalisation and 

recruitment of Daesh and Daesh-affiliated groups 

On the events unfolding in North Korea, Mr Lee said the leaders are “cautiously encouraged” by its 

commitment to denuclearisation and pledge to refrain from further nuclear and missile tests for now. 

AFRICA  

ZUMA QUITS AS THE PRESIDENT OF SOUTH AFRICA , CYRIL RAMAPHOSA ELECTED 

SOUTH AFRICA’S PRESIDENT  
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About the events that took place in South Africa that led to the Change of Guard : 

The 75-year-old Zuma had been under strong pressure from his ruling African National Congress, or 

ANC, to leave office before the end of his term. Zuma has faced eight no confidence votes and survived 

each one.However, years of corruption accusations had left the South African leader with fewer and 

fewer allies.The ANC also has seen its support drop as the accusations of corruption continued. he 

party is calling on its members to support Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa. 

There have been  significant improvements since the end of white minority rule, including during his 

presidency. But the culture of corruption and impunity that flourished in his orbit could take years to 

overcome. 

. As public opinion turned against Zuma, some members of the ruling African National Congress party 

began to see him as a risk to its hold on power ahead of 2019 elections .  

Zuma Quits , Resigns from the post of President : 

The ANC ( African Nationalist Party ) instructed Zuma to step down or to face a parliamentary no -

confidence  motion . The ANC has been ruling since the End of the African Apartheid . The Reputation 

of the ANC party  has been at stake due to the scandalous rule of Jacob Zuma , the ANc has been in 

power since the end of the apartheid in 1994 .  

Ramaphosa is South Africa’s 5th President since the end of the Apartheid System  in 1994 .  

 

AFRICAN UNION FOUNDED IN 2002 , HQ ( ADDIS ABABA ) 

 The African Union (AU) is a union consisting of all 55 countries on the African continent, and 

the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. 

 

 It was established on 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and launched on 9 July 2002 in 

South Africa, with the aim of replacing the Organisation of African Unity (OAU). 

 



 

258 | Genesis IAS  Academy  

 

 The most important decisions of the AU are made by the Assembly of the African Union, a semi-

annual meeting of the heads of state and government of its member states. 

 

 The AU's secretariat, the African Union Commission, is based in Addis Ababa. 

The African Union is made up of both political and administrative bodies: 

 The highest decision-making organ is the Assembly of the African Union, made up of all the 

heads of state or government of member states of the AU . 

 

 The Executive Council, made up of foreign ministers, which prepares decisions for the 

Assembly; 

 

 The Permanent Representatives Committee, made up of the ambassadors to Addis Ababa of AU 

member states; 

 

1. The Economic, Social, and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC), a civil society consultative body. 

 

Level 1 Q) Write about the African Union and its mandate ?  

ASHGABAT AGREEMENT 

Why is it in news ? 

India has been admitted to Agreement on the Establishment of an International Transport and 

Transit Corridor between the Governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Sultanate of Oman, 

Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan signed on 25 April 2011 (Ashgabat Agreement). 

Ashgabat Agreement envisages facilitation of transit and transportation of goods between Central 

Asia and the Persian Gulf. Accession to the Agreement would diversify India’s connectivity options 

with Central Asia and have a positive influence on India’s trade and commercial ties with the region. 

The development of the Chabahar port in Iran would further facilitate this development . This is a 

significant development as Indian Exports will be able to tap new markets . The GOI is already in 
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the process of giving a big boost to Exports of the country , by incentivizing states to increase 

exports and by building a robust export infrastructure . 

The New Foreign Trade Policy ( 2015-2020) too is a change in a same direction . 

What is the Ashgabat Agreement ? 

The Ashgabat agreement is a Multimodal transport agreement between Oman, Iran, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, and India[1][2] for creating an international 

transport and transit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the 

Persian Gulf. 

India formally joined Ashgabat agreement on 2nd February 2018.In October 2016, Pakistan had 
formally joined the Ashgabat Agreement in addition to the Lapis Lazuli corridor. 

The objective of this agreement is to enhance connectivity within Eurasian region and to 
synchronize it with the International North South Transport Corridor ( INSTC) . 

Level 1 Q) Write about the Ashgabat Agreement ?  

 

 


